HISTORY OF THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
PART I: THE AVERY YEARS, 1927-1952
Compiled and Annotated
By
David B. Field
Overseer of Lands
Maine Appalachian Trail Club
1938
PREFACE
Many of the original letters that I have transcribed were hand-written, and often difficult to read.
Most anything enclosed in brackets [ ] is one of my comment inserts. An insert “[?]” indicates
that I just could not read a word or section in the original letter. (In a few cases, the author of a
typed manuscript used brackets within a quoted passage but it should be clear from the context
that these are not my comments.) I have used braces { } to enclose hand-written marginal notes
in otherwise typed manuscript and also to enclose footnotes in the original material. Throughout,
I have corrected obvious typos but have not changed misspellings and abbreviations that reflect
the culture of the times and places. Except for these items, the text included in “THE WRITTEN
RECORD” are verbatim transcriptions of the original documents as best as I was able to read
them.
SUMMARY
During 1938, Myron Avery continued his struggle to arrange for continued work on the
Appalachian Trail by the Civilian Conservation Corps even as all of the Maine camps except the
one in Bridgton were being shut down. After the Great New England Hurricane in September he
tried to have the WPA (Works Progress Administration) include the A.T. in western Maine in its
work to reduce forest fire hazard from downed trees and to open road and trail access for fire
fighting, but little came of this.
Avery, for whom an interesting biographical sketch appears in a 14 January letter by Marion
Park, succeeded in having the Third Edition to the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine
published in June and the 1938 record includes extensive corrective notes for the Fourth Edition.
This was also the inaugural year of Appalachian Trailway News, a publication of the
Appalachian Trail Conference.
Walter Greene remained severely ill and inactive during the year, moving into a nursing home in
late spring. With a few exceptions, letters signed by him were probably written, or at least
drafted, by Avery. Greene proved amazingly tough and, despite expectations through 1938 that
he was about to die, lived until 1941.
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The Bates College Outing Club began maintenance of its 40-mile section of the Trail from the
Andover-Upton Road to the summit of Saddleback Mt. during a trip that began on June 5.
During an inspection hike from Katahdin south in September, Avery scratched an eye at Lower
Jo Mary Lake and the resulting infection ended his Trail work in Maine for the year. An A.T.C.
Board decision to hold the 1939 A.T. Conference in Maine had yet to select a location, but
during his September hike Avery made arrangements at York’s Twin Pine Camps at Daicey
Pond to host the gathering and a great deal of advance planning ensued during 1938.
An important milestone was reached on 16 October, 1938, when the National Park Service and
the United States Forest Service signed the Appalachian Trailway Agreement, setting
development restrictions on lands within one mile on each side of the Appalachian Trail on lands
administered by those agencies.
THE WRITTEN RECORD
January 1, 1938. Gordon Hunt, Rangeley, Maine, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
First I want to thank you for the splendid gift, “A Guide to Maine”. It is something I have often
desired but which I never felt I could afford. It is a splendid volume, very interesting and
enjoyable. I also want to thank you immensely for your part in securing, for me, membership in
the Club. I am very pleased to be so honored and assure you of every effort in order to become
and remain a good member.
I am enclosing a sketch on the A.T. map of two lumber operations with which I am acquainted.
The first is in Rangeley Plt. and includes the area shaded. After the trail is relocated and painted I
don’t look for any obliteration as the future cuts will probably be on South Bog watershed on
West side of Beaver Mt. You will note that I have noted a slight correction of plotting the trail in
Rang. Plt. This is of no great importance but I thought I would mention it. The Trail crosses from
the Sandy River Plt. to Rangeley Plt. 1.25 miles West of Route 4. This point occurs about 200’
West of the first tractor shed on left side of Houghton Truck Trail. The second lumber operation
is on Twp. C Surplus as shaded and is on Dead Cambridge Waters, the watershed of Mountain
Brook. I do not expect that this operation will be completed this winter, however I will keep you
informed. The major damage to the trail in this area will probably occur on the North side of
Spruce Mt.
Due to the business recession a number of the contractors will not cut as much as originally
planned.
Sometime before Spring you might send me a quart or so of white titanium oxide paint and a few
markers. I expect I will cover a large part of the trail in this area in my work this coming
Summer and will have some opportunity to repaint, mark, etc.
I hope that it will be possible for you to come here this coming summer so that we can go over
the section of new trail cut here by Hicks, see the shelters, etc.
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Hoping to hear from you when convenient and again many thanks for the guide and membership.
January 2, 1938. Helon Taylor to Myron Avery
1 received the book, Maine, A Guide Down East, O.K. and thanks very much. It is a dandy and
will be of much interest to myself and children for some years to come. Fred Hutchins is reading
the Moose book you sent me last year now.
There is not much of interest to write about at this time of year. I was at Cranberry Peak Pond the
other day and bushed out a piece of trail around the pond where the beaver had flowed it out.
Right along side the old trail only a little higher. Will paint it next spring.
We have a foot and a half of snow now. Have been hunting wild cats and taking pictures of them.
Moving pictures. A sportsman left me a movie camera when he went home and I am taking these
pictures for him, I got some dandy cat pictures last week and was lucky enough to find a bear in
his den and got some nice shots of him. Hope they come out good.
Will give this section of the trail a once over in the spring and report to you what I find. I may
tackle the Mt. Abram side trail in the spring. My boy is twelve and he and another boy thirteen
want to do some trail cutting and I think that is a good place for them. I have my camp finished
at Caribou Valley so that will be a good place to camp them and let them go to it.
January 7, 1937. Myron Avery to W. H. Myshrall, White House Camps
Dear Mr. Myshrall:
You will recall that earlier in the year we exchanged correspondence when you wrote advising
that you were taking over your present camps.
We are just on the point of issuing the third edition of the Maine Guidebook and we have made
the change with respect to your ownership of the camps, so that the correct information will
appear in the third edition. There is, however, one matter which I thought that perhaps you had
better have called to your attention to prevent any possible misunderstanding. Before the second
edition was issued, we wrote to the various camp proprietors, so that we would be able to state in
the Guidebook the costs of the trip on the Trail. What appears is as follows:
The principal items of costs for a trip over The Appalachian Trail in Maine, utilizing the
available sporting camps, is for the accommodations en route. These will be found to
compare favorably with the cost of a vacation at a resort. For parties, hiking over the
Trail, the cost of accommodations, including lodging, dinner, breakfast and packed lunch,
is $3.50 per day per person, with the exception of Arnold’s Big Houston Pond Camps,
Berry’s Yoke Pond Camps, Clifford’s Rainbow Lake Camps, Troutdale Cabins and
Sterling’s Pierce Pond Camps, where the cost is $4.00 per day per person. The rate at
Bradeen’s Kidney Pond Camps is $5.00 per day plus a charge for the use of canoes.
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The rates above quoted do not apply to the sporting camps referred to, west of Me.
Highway 4; consult camp proprietor.
Probably this has come to your attention anyway and I assume that you would want to continue
the arrangement which your predecessor had, but I thought it advisable to call this to your
attention, so that if this was not the situation with respect to your camp at the present time, we
could note it accordingly in the Guidebook. If there is any change to be made in the above note
on costs, I would appreciate your letting me know in the very near future.
I hope to have the pleasure of seeing you at your Camps next year.
January 7, 1938. Myron Avery to Fred [sic] W. Perham, Long Pond Camps
Dear Mr. Perham:
You will recall that earlier in the year we exchanged correspondence when you wrote advising
that you were taking over your present camps.
We are just on the point of issuing the third edition of the Maine Guidebook and we have made
the change with respect to your ownership of the camps, so that the correct information will
appear in the third edition. There is, however, one matter which I thought that perhaps I had
better call to your attention to prevent any possible misunderstanding. Before the second edition
was issued, we wrote to the various camp proprietors, so that we would be able to state in the
Guidebook the costs of this trip on the Trail. What appears is as follows:
The principal items of costs for a trip over The Appalachian Trail in Maine, utilizing the
available sporting camps, is for the accommodations en route. These will be found to
compare favorably with the cost of a vacation at a resort. For parties, hiking over the
Trail, the cost of accommodations, including lodging, dinner, breakfast and packed lunch,
is $3.50 per day per person, with the exception of Arnold’s Big Houston Pond Camps,
Berry’s Yoke Pond Camps, Clifford’s Rainbow Lake Camps, Troutdale Cabins and
Sterling’s Pierce Pond Camps, where the cost is $4.00 per day per person. The rate at
Bradeen’s Kidney Pond Camps is $5.00 per day plus a charge for the use of canoes.
The rates above quoted do not apply to the sporting camps referred to, west of Me.
Highway 4; consult camp proprietor.
Probably this has come to your attention anyway and I assume that you would want to continue
the arrangement which your predecessor had, but I thought it advisable to call this to your
attention, so that if this was not the situation with respect to your camp at the present time, we
could note it accordingly in the Guidebook. If there is any change to be made in the above note
on costs, I would appreciate your letting me know in the very near future.
I hope to have the pleasure of seeing you at your camps next year.
January 7, 1938. Myron Avery to R. W. Billings, Assistant Forester, Augusta, Maine
Dear Mr. Billings:
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I enclose a self-explanatory letter of December 19, 1937, from the proprietor of the Jo Mary
Lake Camps. His territory, you will recall, is the next south of Nahmakanta Lake. The present
chain from Katahdin south ends at the foot of Nahmakanta Lake. Previously I sent you a letter
from Charles Berry at Yoke Ponds which cleared any objection on his part.
On the basis of Mr. Potter’s letter, I suggest the list be amended to include Potaywadjo Spring,
and omit Cooper Brook. A structure could be listed for the outlet of Crawford Pond, as I suggest
to Mr. Potter, or in the public campsite area on the road near Yoke Ponds.
January 7, 1938. Myron Avery to Leon Potter, Jo Mary Lake
Dear Mr. Potter:
1 am indeed glad to have your letter of December 19th. We shall be guided by your suggestions.
1 think it better--from the angle of local fishermen--to recommend Potaywadjo Spring rather
than the head of Jo Mary Lake and I have done so.
The problem is the distance to the next structure. Would you think the outlet of Crawford Pond
would endanger Church Pond? If so, the next place would be the campground on the dirt road at
the gate near Berry's. It is a long distance to it from Potaywadjo.
I am counting on seeing you next summer.
January 7, 1938. Myron Avery to Roy Flynt
Dear Roy:
The enclosed correspondence is self-explanatory. The Wilderness Society has, in its idea of
preserving the wilderness, a very fine objective but some of its tactics and comments, such as the
enclosed correspondence indicates, don't make many friends.
This Maine situation is probably not of any consequence, except that it may make them a little
more careful in the future. If true, however, I am greatly disappointed to hear that he could have
made any inquiry at the Development Commission and not have been handed The Silver Aisle.
The Augusta Chamber of Commerce situation is more readily understood. I am wondering if, at
your convenience, you could mention the matter to Greaton and see that the Augusta Chamber of
Commerce has a copy or two of The Silver Aisle. We could send them some, if necessary.
We know that the arrangement which you made for having letters sent to Augusta forwarded to
us is working perfectly, for we occasionally get such inquiries forwarded to us. We appreciate
your making such effective arrangements in this connection.
January 7, 1938. Myron Avery to F. W. Chadwick, West Branch Ponds Camps
Dear Mr. Chadwick:
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I am very much obliged to you for your letter of December 31st, telling me what use you expect
to make of the Boudreau Camp. I thought that you would probably handle it as an outlying camp
but I wanted to make sure so that the third edition of the Guidebook would contain accurate
information on this score.
If you agree, what we should do would be to say that the camp is closed and locked but if
sufficient advance arrangements are made, you will have it open. This, of course, raises the
important question of cost. You will remember that in the previous Guidebook we had stated,
after writing to all of the Camp proprietors, that the cost to a person on the Trail (including use of
canoes) was $3.50 a day. If you would have to send someone up from the main Camp, how
would this affect the rate? With only one or two people, it might make the cost too high for them
to consider using the Camp for overnight, in which case the only alternative would be to come to
your main Camps, which makes it a rather long walk.
January 7, 1938. Myron Avery to Gordon Hunt, Rangeley, Maine
Dear Gordon:
I am very glad to have your letter of January 1st. I think that the Maine Appalachian Trail Club is
quite a unique organization and we are decidedly proud of it. Your interest in the Trail as well as
your contacts with the lumber operations will put you in a particularly valuable key position.
I find that one of the hardest things is to keep track of developments. Lumber operations and
other developments occur very quickly and we do not learn about them until there is a complaint
about the difficulties which have developed. I did not know at all about the lumber operations on
Mountain Brook. This was a particularly bad section of Trail because of the cut-over area on the
east side of Spruce Mountain which was difficult to mark and keep clear. As I remember, there
was some good spruce on the east side of the brook. This section comes within the territory of
the Bates Outing Club and I am sending an extract from your letter so that the Bates Club may be
advised as to the situation. I have suggested to them that next spring they should make a point of
getting in touch with you in order to have the benefit of your knowledge of the region.
From now on, I will not need to be disturbed about the possibility of developments in western
Maine that I will not hear of, for I can count on your keeping me fully posted.
I had intended to send to you some paint and markers but I have been delayed by reason of the
fact that the last batch of Trail markers was extremely poor and it will be a month before the
others are available. I may have to send this stuff to you in two installments.
I had a nice letter from Helen Taylor recently. He said that he had been taking pictures of wild
cats with a movie camera which had been left with him.
I certainly shall get up to the Rangeley section at the first opportunity, for I shall want to see the
new lean-tos and the Trail in these sections affected by lumbering. I understand that as soon as
conditions permit, you intend to go ahead and re-mark the route in Rangeley Plantation so that it
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will be clear to Long Pond, following as closely as you can the old route in order to preserve the
measurements and the Guidebook description.
So far we have had a dry winter down here. I am hoping to get a few days at my home in Lubec
during the month.
With best regards to Sylvia, Mrs. Hunt and yourself.
January 7, 1938. Myron Avery to William Leard, Bates Outing Club
Dear Mr. Leard:
Thinking that it would help to have all of us interested in the Trail In western Maine given the
benefit of reports on conditions in this section, I am enclosing a portion of a letter from Gordon
Hunt and my reply.
I think it would be very worthwhile, in the summer when the Bates Club commences work, for
you to make contact with Mr. Hunt at Rangeley. I am sending a copy of this letter to Messrs.
Sawyer, Attwood, Greene, Helon Taylor.
January 14, 1938. Marion Park, Assistant Secretary, Appalachian Trail Conference to
Stanley B. Attwood
Dear Mr. Attwood:
1 have your letter of January 5th and am enclosing herewith a photograph of Mr. Avery, which I
believe will be what you want.
I am giving below a sketch of his life which you may, of course, edit to suit your purposes. I
have not had an opportunity to get any information from Mr. Avery since the receipt of your
letter, but am giving the information which I have gathered during the years which I have known
both him and Mrs. Avery.
Myron Haliburton Avery was born in Lubec, Maine, the son of Halliburton George and Myra
(Bither) Avery. On his father's side, he descends from James Avery, who represented the Eastern
District of Maine in the Massachusetts Assembly for many years, and whose brother, Robert
Avery, was killed on the MARGARETTA in Machias Harbor, in what was probably the first
Naval incident of the Revolution. His mother's people, the Bithers and Youngs, were also in
Maine prior to the Revolution. So he is a true "Down-Easter".
Mr. Avery received his A.B. degree from Bowdoin College and his law degree from Harvard
Law School. He specialized in admiralty, and has practiced in that field ever since, first with the
United States Shipping Board, and now with the United States Maritime Commission.
Even in college days he took a deep interest in the mountains of the east and especially in
Katahdin, and not only devoted much time to exploring them, but also to the history and
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literature of the region. He has a comprehensive collection of writings on this subject, and on
sailing ships, his other chief interest.
He was in Hartford in 1925 when his close friend there, Judge Arthur Perkins, became Chairman
of the Board of Managers of The Appalachian Trail Conference and began his endeavors to
revive the project and actually to make the Trail. With Mr. Avery's interest in the mountains, he
naturally took an active part in this work. When Judge Perkins was taken ill, Mr. Avery was, at
the former's request, made Acting Chairman. On Judge Perkins' death in 1931. Mr. Avery was
elected Chairman, which office he has held ever since.
Mr. Avery is probably directly responsible for the starting point of the Trail being Katahdin
instead of Mt. Washington in New Hampshire. The tremendous difficulties of making and
maintaining a Trail through 266 miles of Maine wilderness so appalled other workers that they
were ready to change the plan, but Mr. Avery was loath to see Katahdin, the finest mountain of
the East, omitted and finally found ways for the Trail to be made.
Mr. Avery was one of the group that actually laid out and constructed the Trail from Katahdin to
Mt. Bigelow, and he helped select the route of the Trail in the western part of Maine. In addition
to his position as Chairman of The Appalachian Trail Conference, he is now Overseer of Trails
for the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, and President of the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club.
Mr. Avery has written extensively on mountaineering subjects. He compiled a Bibliography of
Mt. Katahdin, containing over 700 titles, which has been published by The Appalachian Trail
Conference. He has given many talks on the Trail and allied subjects. He is one of the leaders in
the movement toward the development of light-weight camping equipment, and has fostered
many experiments along these lines. He is probably the only person who has traveled the entire
Trail, from Maine to Georgia.
There is probably no one who knows the eastern mountains as he does, and certainly no one else
knows the Trail and Trail project as well or has more interesting things to tell about it.
The above sketch may be longer than you wish, but as I said above, you may edit it as you see fit.
I hope it will give you what you want. If I can be of any further assistance, please let me know.
January 15, 1938. Walter Greene to The Wilderness Society, Washington, D. C. Attn: Mr.
R. S. Yard
Dear Sirs:
Your letter of December 16, 1937, avoids any explanation of why reference was made at all to
the Maine Appalachian Trail Club. The relevance or purport of your comment - if made in the
good faith which you profess - is very difficult to understand. Certainly no one reading it will
understand it other than as an attack by the Wilderness Society, intended to discredit and impugn
the activities and accomplishments of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club. I might observe that
the practice, which you have followed in this instance, seems a rather extraordinary method of
accomplishing what you write to have been your purpose, that of "winning another active ally".
Certainly, members of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club and other workers in the Trail
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Conference, to whom we have found it necessary to issue a statement in this connection, in view
of your comment, will hardly be enthusiastic subjects.
Granting the good faith of your endeavors (to which you have devoted your letter), your
procedure is an amazing exposition of ineptitude and lack of knowledge of sources of
information expected of one with the familiarity and contacts with such movements as you
would be expected to possess. Why you would wish to convey to your "trustees" this information
as to your efforts is difficult to understand.
Certainly the public would be very much surprised that you did not know where to obtain
information as to The Appalachian Trail or as to the constituent members of the Conference.
Apart from the summary of the published Proceedings of the Conference, the report by the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club was listed as an item of the agenda of the 1935 and 1937
Conferences. If you will advise me as to the names of those you "asked to lunch" who you say
had attended the last Trail Conference and could not give you better information, we will
endeavor to remedy this situation.
As you have disclaimed any intention to make any derogatory statements as far as the Club and
Appalachian Trail are concerned, I assume that there can be no question but that in your next
issue you will give as much space to the disclaimer as to the objectionable material. In view of
the difficulty which you have experienced before in securing the facts, I would suggest that--to
avoid a repetition of this error--you send me in advance a copy of your intended disclaimer. The
accuracy of such statements as you attempt to make, this time, will then be assured.
January 17, 1938. Ralph E. Billings to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Recent instructions from the Washington Office indicate that Work Plans for the period April 1,
1938 through March 31, 1939 will have to be submitted March 1st, 1938.
We have a list of 12 sites on which you desire CCC to erect Adirondack Shelters.
Will you please advise if we are to consider this the full list and if use of these sites has the
approval of land owners concerned.
It is possible that at some of the locations mentioned in your letters of November 3, 1937 and
January 7, 1938, we will not find suitable material at hand for construction purposes. Will it be
agreeable to you if location is changed within reasonable limits.
{Copy Greene, Taylor, Attwood, Sawyer, Stubbs}
January 17, 1938. J. F. Smith, Bangor & Aroostook Railroad, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
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In reply to your letter of January 7th. It is very definite that we will use your story on the
Appalachian Trail and photographs, which you sent me some time ago, in our 1938 Maine
Woods Booklet.
I have not decided definitely on the story of the trip over the Trail by two girls, by Alice Stuart.
However, if we do not use this story I will see that it is returned to you. We are planning to put
our book together next month and hope to have it off the press not later than April 1st.
{Copy to be sent Alice Stuart}
January 18, 1938. Stanley B. Attwood to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
The mountain list is coming along good. From the old Maine Planning Board list, which was
replete with inaccuracies, I have Pisgah and Irish, both in Center. I have two other Pisgah
mountains, no Irish, and no Center township. Do you know anything about them?
So far I have checked the quadrangles, the maps of the AT in Maine, the AMC White Mountain
guide, a new private map of the Rangeley Lake Region (of which I will send you a copy if I can
get another), Maine maps of the National Survey Co. of Chester, Vt., list of the Forest Service
Fire Towers, and I hope to get a look at the Prentiss & Carlisle maps.
When I consider my list as complete as possible, I plan to make outline maps of Maine counties,
locate the peaks on them. I will have a list alphabetically with name, location, height, base, and
height of climb; a list ranked by height of summit, one by height of climb, and another by
counties.
Dr. Lloyd W. Fisher, geologist, of Bates College was in Washington. He understood the
Geological Survey has other Maine quadrangles in process of preparation. He could get no
definite information on them or from them. Have you the right connection to get additional data
on Maine mountains; I have seen the last two advance sheets, Rangeley and one other.
What a fine thing it would be, if the Government wants a worthwhile project, to put engineers
and draftsmen to work on additional Maine surveys. I think it a worth while objective, especially
from the standpoint of completing the map.
Incidentally, the National Survey map calls Elephant "Ocevustan". Very puzzling until you
reverse it when it becomes Nat. Suve. Co. Nearby is a mountain labeled "Martnelots". The latter
part of that, reversed. spells, stolen. In T6R16, Somerset is a railway station called "Ocevrustan",
even more plainly Nat. Surve. Co. reversed. I don't think much of this method of protecting a
copyright from theft.
January 24, 1938. Fred W. Chadwick to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
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In answer to your letter of the 7th, that arrangement will be all right with me. Would make the
rate $4.50 per day.
January 25, 1938. Myron Avery to Fred L. Hutchins, Stratton, Maine
Dear Mr. Hutchins:
Mr, Schairer has handed me your most interesting letter. I am writing a hasty note in order to call
your attention to one thing on these signs. This reference to the Appalachian Club is frequently
misunderstood. It usually is thought of as the Club in Boston, which is concerned only with the
trail west of Grafton Notch. So for Speck Pond, Carlo Col and Full Goose Shelters, it would be
correct to say; "This campsite belongs to the Appalachian Mountain Club”. For the others,
instead of the "Appalachian Mountain Club", we should say –
"This is a campsite on the Appalachian Trail"
or
"This campsite belongs to the Appalachian Trail Conference.”
We can make good use of the sketch.
If I have not made this clear, please advise me.
January 26, 1938. Myron Avery to R. W. Billings
Dear Mr. Billings:
I have your letter advising me that work plans must be submitted by March 1st. I am very glad to
know that you have in mind the matter of the lean-tos along The Appalachian Trail in Maine
which are required to finish out the chain across the State.
Upon checking over the shelter sites, I find that the following constitute the list:
Potaywadjo Spring
Crawford Pond
East Branch of Pleasant River
Junction Trail to Chadwick’s and White Cap
Hay Brook (Pleasant River Road)
Sag between Chairback and Columbus Mountains
Long Pond Stream
Little Wilson Bridge
Between Blanchard and Monson
Moxie Bald (H. & W. No. 5 Camps)
West End Pierce Pond
Crossing of Carrying Place Stream (Arnold Trail Route)
Jerome Brook (Arnold Trail Route)
Spaulding Mountain
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Referring to your query, of course there would be no objection to such changes of the locations
which might be found desirable. Thus, last year there was a change made on Saddleback. These
sites are, of course, controlled by two factors, water and the interval between each shelter. We
have tried to have in mind the question of available timber also in making these
recommendations. The difficulty here lies, and it is a point which the foremen should bear very
carefully in mind, in the relationship of each shelter to the entire chain. Any considerable change
in location could result in having the structures too close together or, more unfortunately, spread
too far apart. We try to maintain a distance of about ten miles between structures. Of course, this
distance can vary, depending upon the difficulty of travel between the two structures, so that if
any change is found necessary, it would be well to make sure that the problem of intervening
distances is not too much affected.
I believe that you have in mind the situation with respect to Joe Mary Lake, as covered by my
correspondence with Mr. Potter, proprietor of the Antlers Camp (P. 0. Millinocket, Maine). I
have not yet heard from Mr. Potter as to whether or not he would consider the outlet on
Crawford Lake sufficiently removed from his fishing grounds on Church Pond. I should think so,
however.
The matter of obtaining the permission of the land owners for the Trail and the shelter sites,
under the informal oral permission authorized by Mr. Fechner in 1934, was attended to by Mr.
Sewall while he was Assistant CCC Forester. Mr. Sewall’s contacts with the various land owners
made this decidedly easier of accomplishment than if the problem had been left with us. It was a
matter of very pleasant surprise to me that Mr. Sewall did not experience more difficulty. It
makes the present course simpler to have had this matter attended to by Mr. Sewall.
You will perhaps recall that there were some uncompleted items on the shelters previously built.
I have in mind the necessity for a latrine and the difficulties experienced with the roofs. I trust
that these items can be covered in the present work program so that the structures are fully
completed. I hope that it will be possible to polish off some of the uncompleted items of last
year's trail work program concerning which I have sent you the correspondence, when these
crews go to and from the structures. Some of these matters could be attended to very easily on
these occasions. In line with Mr. Hunt's suggestion, we will be glad to furnish some tools for
getting rid of the sprouts and berry bushes.
I hope this year that I will be able to keep more fully in touch with whatever work is going on.
This wish is due to the thought that in some instances we can be of considerable help in the way
of supplying information, suggestions, etc., and perhaps helping solve some of the problems
which may appear.
I will appreciate very much your keeping me informed as to developments. I expect to have an
opportunity to discuss this matter with Mr. Fechner in the near future.
Again expressing our appreciation of your bearing the matters connected with the trail in mind,
January 31, 1938. Leon E. Potter, The Antlers Camps, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
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Dear Mr. Avery:
I realize that it is a long distance from Potaywadjo Spring to the campground on the dirt road but
if the distance is not too great I think that would be the better place.
Hope to see you next summer.
{Copy Walter Greene, Ralph Billings}
January 31, 1938. Wolcott Cutler, St. John’s Rectory, Charlestown, Mass., to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am venturing to invite your attention to the short essay I have just written in my February
"Wings of Love" about Grafton Notch because I should like, if possible, in my next issue to add
a little further information about the region; and I have come to the end of my own knowledge.
The Boston Public Library and the A.M.C. library have been searched by me in vain for
historical references to Grafton Notch. Farrar's "Androscoggin Lakes" describes the drive from
Bethel Hill to Umbagog Lake up Bear River and down the Swift Cambridge but makes no
mention of the age at that time of the passage through the Notch or of the presence or absence of
the trail up Old Speck (or Mount Lincoln, as it was called at one time, I believe.). A centennial
history of Bethel refers to the visit of Governor Lincoln to the old Indian Metalluk; but I could
not decide whether the visit took place on Lake Umbagog and required a trip through Grafton
Notch, or, perhaps, from Andover over Bethel Hill.
I should like very much, also, to learn when the trail up Old Speck from Ketchum on the Bull
branch was first made and how much it was used in an earlier day.
Furthermore, I cannot help wondering how early it occurred to the Randolph Mountain Club or
some earlier Randolph climbers to penetrate the Success Pond Road and climb into Mahoosuc
Notch or ascend Goose Eye from the north. Did they also make a way up Old Speck?
Finally, I wonder whether I am right in supposing that the earliest completed section of A.T. in
Maine followed the Mahoosuc Trail as far east as Grafton Notch and that the last section to be
completed was from Grafton Notch east to the Sandy River Saddleback. There must have been a
--------year wait in Grafton Notch before the A.T.’er could cross from old Speck to Bald Pate and
on to the east.
Any information which you possess or would be willing to unearth, will be most gratefully
received both by me and by the many Appalachian Mountain Club readers of "Wings of Love”.
With best wishes to you at home and on the trail.
January 31, 1938. Stanley B. Attwood to Myron Avery
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Dear Mr. Avery;Please don't apologize for any "weird" typing, since mine is mostly that way.
I am sure you were greatly pleased at the prospect of additional lean-tos where needed and that
you are in a position to discuss the whole thing with the head man of the CCC.
Except for the temperature, there is little sign of winter here. And also no sign of spring. But it
will be here in time and our club is poised with axes ready. I have never asked about it before,
but what should we do about paint for blazes?
Apparently I hadn't told you I was compiling a list of Maine mountains. I have utilized an old
(very inaccurate) list, quadrangles, maps, atlases. I have it done alphabetically and will make
three other lists--by height, by height of climb, and by townships. I am also making an index by
towns to the Maine quadrangles and that in itself is a job.
I understand the old list was compiled by some sort of a group under WPA. There were errors in
names, places, heights, and particularly in the heights of bases. These I have corrected and
checked so that my alphabetical list has the name of the mountain, the alternate name if any,
location by township and county—in two or three cases the latitude and longitude also--, the
height of the summit, base, and difference.
I have 1103 entries with some duplications, caused by cross references. Mr. Greaton believes the
Maine forestry department will publish at least the alphabetical list in pamphlet form. The
quadrangle index should go with it. I envision at least another month's work in spare time.
Incidentally, the AT in Maine guide proved invaluable. Also utilized were the AMC White
Mountain guide, three county atlases, a State atlas. Where your guide or others were the source
of some primary information a notation is made on the table as ATM , AMC, etc. Also to be
noted will be the peaks with fire towers and, if I can obtain it, those in the National Forest in
Maine.
How valuable the compilation will be can be questioned but I've certainly learned a lot. In
addition to "Morfnelots Ocevustan" I have discovered on the National Survey Co. maps the
village of "Dethgirypoc". What next?
Before I turn my alphabetically list over to Greaton I plan to submit a carbon to you for
suggestions and corrections.
February 1, 1938. Wm. H. Myshrall to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
Sorry I was unable to get this letter sooner so just rec’d. your letter to me and will answer right
back on this part of your letter. $3.50 per day are our rates. We have a large 37 ft. yacht can
meet you at Spencers Landing at any stated time; can accommodate 20-25 on a single trip. Rates
very reasonable.
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Hope very much to see you at these camps in 1938.
February 4, 1938. Myron Avery to Edward S. Spicer, Providence, Rhode Island
Dear Mr. Spicer:
I noted with interest in the last A. M. C. Bulletin that the 1938 August Camp was scheduled for
Flagstaff. This is of interest to us because, as you undoubtedly know, the recent completion of
The Appalachian Trail across this section affords access to the outstanding mountain groups in
this region. Your excursions from the August Camp will undoubtedly reach many of these
localities. Our Trail system on Bigelow is decidedly extensive.
I have had occasion of late, in connection with the Trail work in western Maine to make several
trips to this section. You are undoubtedly familiar with this locality, but I thought it might be of
some interest to you to know of the material which had been issued in connection with the Trail
project. I am enclosing reprints of an article on the Mountains of Western Maine and a copy of a
booklet issued by the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, The Silver Aisle. The forthcoming third
edition of the Maine Guidebook will, of course, contain detailed data and maps for the Trail in
this section. With the exception of one structure on Spaulding Mountain, our shelter system has
been completed from Bigelow to Grafton Notch.
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club will be very glad to cooperate with you in making available
copies of this literature to members of the August Camp. It may well be possible to arrange to
have copies of the map, guidebook, and other data posted at the August Camp.
As your plans develop, I should be very glad to place you in touch with some of the members of
the Maine Appalachian Trail Club who reside in this locality, who might be of assistance to you.
I have in mind one of our Directors, Mr. Helon Taylor, at Eustis, Maine. Mr. Taylor is a game
warden and thoroughly familiar with the Bigelow, Sugarloaf area. Incidentally, Mr. Taylor’s
contact with the project was due to The Appalachian Mountain Club August Camp of several
years ago at Grafton Notch. Another interested member is Mr. Gordon Hunt, of Rangeley, Maine.
Mr. Hunt is particularly familiar with the country west of Saddleback. I have sent a copy of this
letter to Messrs. Taylor and Hunt, so that they will be familiar with your project in the event that
you make contact with them.
Very sincerely yours,
Myron H. Avery Chairman, Board of Managers,
The Appalachian Trail Conference
Copy to Mr. Taylor Mr. Hunt Mr. Billings Mr. Stubbs Mr. Sawyer Mr. Greene Mr. Attwood
February 4, 1938. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor
Dear Helon:
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I was very glad to have your last letter. The enclosed is self-explanatory. This is the organization
which you came into contact with when they climbed Sugarloaf several years ago. Whether any
of the same people will be present or not I cannot say.
This will represent quite an extensive use of the Trail and I feel that we should be particularly
careful to make sure that everything is in good order. This Camp will not move in until August
but they will undoubtedly concentrate on the Bigelow Range and perhaps on the Arnold Trail to
the east. Of course, we want this Trail system to create a good impression with these people and
for this reason I am suggesting that it might be wise to devote whatever time you find available
for Trail work to making sure that it is in good order before undertaking any extension to Mt.
Abraham, however desirable that may be.
I have not made any plans for this summer, but I am certainly going to devote every effort to
getting up there.
I am a little short on markers at the moment and hence have not sent Gordon Hunt his markers
and paint. Do you require anything in the way of paint, markers, or literature? It will be a matter
of a couple of months before the Guidebook is out and we will be sure to send you that. I am
sending a copy of both of these letters to Gordon Hunt.
February 4, 1938. Myron Avery to Wolcott Cutler
Dear Mr. Cutler:
I have your letter of January 31st. It is good to hear from you again and to know that your
interest in the trail system in western Maine still continues.
I am glad to say that the third edition of the Maine Guidebook has been delayed in appearance
and I have been able to include in the bibliography the two items which you sent to me as well as
the latest one on Grafton Notch. I have read this with much interest. I presume that when you
follow up the matter, you will emphasize the fact that the mountains on each side are accessible
by trail.
I am afraid that I shall have to say that you have already compiled more material on Grafton
Notch than has come to my attention. My inquiries have been directed toward its geographical
features and all of the references which 1 have found were listed in the second edition of the
Guidebook.
You may know that the fire warden has put an alternate trail on Old Speck from his cabin to the
tower. Mr. Stanley B. Attwood, Box l65, Lewiston, Maine, President of the Maine Alpine Club,
is putting a trail from Ketcham to Goose Eye.
I am totally unfamiliar with the Success Pond Road area and presume that either Mr. Blood or
Mr. Jenks would be the best source of information. I believe that the trail up Old Speck from
Grafton Notch was in existence before the A.M.C. built the trail on the Mahoosuc Range and that
the Maine Forest Service would be the best source of inquiry as to when the fire tower was built
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there. The last section of The Appalachian Trail in Maine to be completed was accomplished last
August on Spaulding Mountain. The year previous, it had been finished by the CCC with the
exception of the two miles on Spaulding. I have sent to you an article on the Mountains of
Western Maine and The Silver Aisle which you may not have previously seen.
A member of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Mr. John P. Fox, 440 Richmond Avenue,
Maplewood, New Jersey, who spends his summers in Andover, gave us some time ago a number
of very old pictures taken of the Grafton Notch locality. Mr. Attwood recently visited Dunns
Falls in Dunns Notch.
As your researches have already gone beyond ours, I feel that my suggestions are of little
assistance. It will be interesting to know the exact height of Old Speck. If I can supply any
further data, I shall gladly do so and of course we would like to have a record of anything
additional you write in this connection. If you write to the Forest Service, I would suggest that
you make your inquiry to Mr. Robert G. Stubbs, Forest Supervisor, Augusta, Maine, who is a
member of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
The third edition of the Maine Guide will have an article on the geology of the Trail in western
Maine.
February 7, 1938. Walter D. Greene to John Vondell, Massachusetts State College,
Amherst, Mass.
Dear Mr. Vondell:
I trust that this letter will not seem an imposition, but it arises out of my anxiety that there should
be no miscarriage of my intention to have a copy of The Silver Aisle distributed to the bona fide
delegates attending the New England Trail Conference. Mr. Avery suggested to me that if I
would get in touch with you, he knew that you would be very sure that the matter would be
carried out. The booklets will have to be sent from Washington and if you would send the
enclosed card to the Conference, indicating the address to which the booklets should be
forwarded and the number required, and will see to it that they are properly distributed, I shall be
very grateful to you.
I enclose copy of a letter which I have written to Mr. Heermance in this connection.
February 7, 1938. Walter D. Greene to Edgar L. Heermance, Chairman, New England
Trail Conference
Dear Mr. Heermance:
Last year, on behalf of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, I forwarded a report to you to be read
at the regular session of the New England Trail Conference. Whether this was done or not, I have
not been advised, but in response to your circular letter and in reliance upon my understanding
that such reports are read, I am submitting a report for this year.
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I am requesting that you make an appropriate announcement and arrangements to have the copies
of The Silver Aisle distributed among the delegates attending the Conference. Please explain that
this is a contribution of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
My report is as follows:
In August, 1937, the uncompleted portion of The Appalachian Trail in Maine was finished. Thus
was completed not only the 266 miles of Trail across the State of Maine but the entire
Appalachian Trail.
Two lean-tos were built by the CCC Camps on Saddleback and Sugar loaf Mountains,
respectively. More work was scheduled and would have been accomplished except for reduction
in the Camps. The lean-to program has not [sic. “now”?] been finished, so that there are lean-tos
at intervals of ten or twelve miles from the Kennebec River to the Maine-New Hampshire line.
Our Supervisor of Trails, Myron Avery, has submitted to the CCC officials a list of twelve sites
for completing the shelter program. Progress has been made along the lines of the maintenance
of the Trail in western Maine, sections having been allocated to the Maine Alpine Club, the
Bates Outing Club, and to several individual sponsors. The Maine Alpine Club, under its
President, Stanley B. Attwood, is particularly active.
We have in the course of publication the 330-page third edition of the Guide to the Appalachian
Trail In Maine, with nine maps. This new edition will contain a very exhaustive account of the
trails in the Katahdin region, a feature which has been suggested by many users of the Guide.
With respect to the publicity, we hand to each delegate here, with the compliments of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club, a copy of its booklet, The Silver Aisle.
February 7, 1938. Robert Stubbs to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
We have some prevent fire signs with a black space at the top upon which can be placed any
desired inscription. I believe that it would be nice to mark our lean-tos with a sign which would
be similar to this:Sugarloaf Campsite
on The
Appalachian Trail
Prevent Forest
Fires Forest Commissioner
Our revised list reads as follows:
Speck Pond
Full Goose
Carlo Col

Piazza Rock
{Delivered to Mr. Stubbs and returned by him.}
Sugarloaf
Horns Pond {2 lean-tos}
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Grafton Notch
Frye brook
Squirrel Rock
Elephant Mountain
Sabbath Day Pond
{Saddleback Junior}

Mt. Bigelow Col
Cold Stream
Outlet Rainbow Lake
Outlet Nahmakanta Lake
Nesowadnehunk Deadwater
{Hunt Trail on Katahdin (Katahdin Stream & Lean-tos
One lean-to 2.4 app. from summit.)}

{Yoke Ponds Campsite (no lean-to) are on A.T.}
{Ledge House Campsite (no lean-to) are on A.T.}
{Little Wilson Campsite (no lean-to) are on A.T.}
I believe that the signs on Horns Pond and Mt. Bigelow Col. have already been posted.
It has come to my notice that as a result of logging on Little Mt. Bigelow the trail along this
ridge will be in pretty bad shape from the Ledge House to the Old Man’s Head. In fact, I believe
that it would be pretty near necessary to build a new trail. I believe that this should be located
through the small growth on the very edge of the ridge and out of the slash where it will never be
disturbed again. As long as the trail goes on private land through merchantable stands of timber,
this disruption of it is something that is bound to happen unless it is located along ridges where it
will never be disturbed or unless it follows logging or tote roads through valleys which the
operators themselves use.
I would like your reaction to the wording of the proposed sign which I have outlined above. I
intend to get Fred Hutchins of Stratton to letter these.
February 8, 1938. Edward Spicer, Chairman, August Camp Committee, Appalachian
Mountain Club, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thanks for your informing letter of the 4th together with a copy of “The Silver Aisle”. I note
your reference to the forthcoming edition of “The Maine Guide Book”. Is this #4 of the
publications of your conference, and has it any connection with the “Guide to Appalachian Trail
in N. E.”, published by the New England Trail Conference at New Haven?
Our plans are still in the rough and I am somewhat new in running such a camp, so I will
appreciate the help which your Conference may be able to offer as we go along. Howard M.
Buffington, 306 Union St., Springfield, Mass., is in charge of daily trips to be taken by the
campers and will therefore be especially interested in all the information which the Appalachian
Trail Conference has to offer. You may therefore expect to hear from either of us as the spring
season opens.
I expect to get to Flagstaff just as soon as the roads are reasonable and will want to get in touch
with the Maine Appalachian Trail Club officers.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1938 – Compiled by David Field – Page

19

Thanking you again for your interest in our Camp,
February 16, 1938. John Vondell, Massachusetts State College, Amherst, Mass., to Walter
Greene, Bayside, Long Island
Dear Mr. Greene:
I well remember the fine exhibit of trail tools that you sent us two years ago and I am glad to
hear from you again. I will be very glad to distribute the copies of your booklet "The Silver
Aisle".
There is not a large number of official delegates that attend the Conference but we do have a
total of about 100 trail enthusiasts and I will ask for 100 copies to be sent from Washington.
Most of the people who attend our mountaineering section belong to the Appalachian Club or to
the Green Mountain Club and I am sure that you would like to have them receive a copy of your
booklet.
Anything else that I can do to assist you in connection with your Maine Appalachian Trail
representation here at the Conference I will gladly do.
February 17, 1938. Ben Hadley, Assistant Superintendent, Acadia National Park, to Myron
Avery
Dear Myron:
Have you or do you know of anyone who has slides of Katahdin which I could borrow for a talk
before the University of Maine Outing Club March 2 or 3? I am writing to the Appalachian
Mountain Club in Boston to see what they have. About thirty-five slides would be enough.
February 17, 1938. Ben Hadley, Assistant Superintendent, Acadia National Park, to Myron
Avery
Dear Myron:
I wrote to John Richards about the Great Northern road into Wadleigh Pond. He tells me that
they are conducting an operation just beyond Penobscot Pond and that they have a road in as far
as the pond but not passable by automobiles. He says that while there is nothing official about it,
it is common talk that the G. N. will make the road to Penobscot Pond passable for automobiles
this coming summer. He also says that as far as he knows, Mrs. McDougall still has the camps at
Nahmakanta. I must have become confused somewhere along the line about changes in
ownership.
I enclose for your information two photographs. The close up photograph shows the type of sign
we are now using on our mountain trails. They are made from a piece of clear pine board with a
carved letter. The board is finished with a dark oil stain and the letters are given one coat of flat
yellow and finished with a coat of glossy yellow. The whole sign is then given a coat of shellac.
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It makes a very attractive and durable sign because even if the paint wears off, the letters remain.
The other picture shows the same type of sign on a smaller panel. These signs have been erected
on the Rockefeller carriage road system. From this picture you can visualize how the trail signs
look when one is erected on a four-foot post. Of course, at trail junctions there is more than one
sign put on to a post, but at intermediate points we use only the one. Our CCC sign carving crew
has become very proficient in turning out these signs. If you would like to try out a few
somewhere on the Appalachian Trail, I would be glad to have them made.
I have not yet finished reading the two books I borrowed from you. I read them slowly and with
great interest. Since I returned I got from the University of Maine the two bulletins which you
mentioned, "The Penobscot Boom" and "A History of Lumbering in Maine". I have gotten nearly
through "The Penobscot Boom" and I find it intensely interesting. I think I will prepare a map
from it, showing the location of all the dams, sluice ways, etc., which the book describes.
Thank you very much for the material which you sent me. The copies of the Silver Isle and of the
proceedings of the eighth A. T. Conference, the newspaper reprints of your article on the
mountains of western Maine, and all the rest. I am having a great time reading them all through.
The Appalachian Trail in Maine concerns me deeply. I am giving it a lot of thought and before
long I am going to discuss the matter with you by correspondence. It seems to me that there is
much to be done to insure its permanence, both of right-of-way and maintenance. As soon as I
have thought more on the question and formulated some ideas, I am going to let you have them
to consider.
February 22, 1938. William H. Sawyer, Jr., Bates College Outing Club, to Myron Avery
My dear Mr. Avery:
I am very sorry that inescapable engagements kept William Leard and myself from seeing you
when you were in Auburn recently. We sent Bob Morris, Sec. of the Outing Club, and one or two
other boys interested in the A.T. to the Alpine Club meeting, and I trust they profited by what
you told them.
I think we shall have about eight men available for a week in mid-June to work on the Trail, and
if nothing comes up to prevent, I shall go along with them. I consider the Saddleback Mt. trail
very poorly marked above timber line (at least it was when I climbed it last summer) and my
thought would be to concentrate the whole gang on piling up cairns for a day, and then, working
westward, divide into two crews, working towards each other in the respective sections between
intervening highways. I have made note of the places in particular that you have mentioned as
needing especial attention. One in particular, the fork one mile west of Surplus Pond. I recall
clearly, because one day last year I took the wrong trail and landed on top of Surplus Mt. before I
knew where I was.
Will you see to it that the Outing Club is sent sufficient paint and markers and in time that they
will be available in June? Also, if you have developed special tools for trail clearing, beyond
traditional ax, cross-cut saw, and bush-scythe, have sent to us what we need, and the O. C. will
pay for them.
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It is entirely probable that a week will not suffice for what needs to be done between Saddleback
and Frye bridge: if not, we can probably finish in September before college opens.
{Copy Greene, Stubbs, Attwood, Hunt, Taylor}
February 24, 1938. [Myron Avery?] to Douglass Burckett, The University Club, 41 Trinity
Place, Boston, Massachusetts
Dear Doug:
I have sent you, by installments, the various maps, data, etc. which I was to forward. These
included:
1. A set of the printed maps from the second edition of the Maine Guidebook. There have been,
of course, numerous changes such as the alternative Arnold Trail, Saddleback, Abraham,
Rainbow Lake, etc.
2. A blueprint of the latest revision of our most western map, showing the existing trail route,
shelters, etc. (If you want the base for this on a larger area, write the Maine Forest Service at
Augusta for its Rangeley District Forest Map.)
3. The Proceedings with Walker’s article on Amateur Map Making. He is to mail you his Old
Rag Map, illustrating the advantages of two tracings only.
4. The Geological Survey is mailing you Index Maps of New England and advance sheets for
Maine and New Hampshire. The published Quadrangles which you may discover missing can be
had directly by writing the Survey, Division of Distribution, United States Geological Survey,
Washington, D.C.
If you want to establish closer contact, I suggest you ask the Survey to add your name in your
official capacity to receive the list of publications; (2) advance sheets for New England; (3) place
orders now, with the cost, for such of the advance sheets as you want in final form.
The U.S.G.S. Rangeley sheet has undergone a lot of revision and I have corrected it with respect
to the road and Trail.
Mr. Ronald Gower, of Newton, Massachusetts, is very active in organizing trips for the
Appalachian Mountain Club in Maine. Mr. Gower will probably be travelling your section
within the next two years and I have sent him a copy of this letter so that he might get in touch
with you if he is in Framingham.
Have you heard any explanation of how Old Speck got its name?
February 24, 1938. Myron Avery to Benjamin L. Hadley, Assistant Superintendent, Acadia
National Park
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Dear Ben:
I am very glad to have your two letters of February 17th.
Apart from the Maine slides in its lecture of 100 slides on The Appalachian Trail, the
Appalachian Trail Conference has quite a collection of Katahdin slides and I am arranging to
have them sent to you. The A.M.C. has quite a few, so the combination of the two should meet
your needs.
Will you return the collection to the custodian, Miss Vivian Robb, 1770 Kilbourne Place, N.W.,
Washington, D.C. (valuation $200), as soon as you can after they are used, as we have a call for
the lecture in Georgia. To avoid the trip to the express office, the slides will probably be sent
express collect. I assume that you would prefer to have the slides at once rather than wait for
them to be sent on a government order.
1 had quite a trip through Maine, stopping at Portland, Augusta and Bangor, as well as giving the
Appalachian Trail lecture at Lewiston before the Maine Alpine Club. Your University of Maine
engagement will give you an opportunity to discuss the Trail there and you know that the Bates
Club maintains the Trail from the Andover-B Hill Road to Saddleback. At Portland I saw the
Maine Publicity Bureau officials and arranged with them to continue the carrying of our Guides
for sale and exhibit. They give us fine publicity and Mr. Coe asked us to prepare a page on the
Trail for his booklet "Maine Invites You".
At Augusta I was sorry to learn of the probable loss of the Greenville Camp, so that the CCC
efforts in Maine will probably be limited to the Bridgton Camp and getting the lean-tos west of
the Kennebec and possibly Moxie Bald. I hope some progress resulted in my interview with Mr.
Greaton, Executive Secretary of the Development Commission, toward developing more
cooperation from the Maine Development Commission. (I told you of the difficulties here.) I am
to write for him the section for his Mountain Climbing booklet and he agreed to see that the Trail
was recognized in the future State exhibitions, such as at the Sportsmens shows. I think, too, he
will see that more mention is made of it on the literature sent out by the Maine Development
Commission. Had a nice talk with Passenger Agent of the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad, J. F.
Smith, who helped us get out The Silver Aisle. If we run low, we can get copies from him.
On this trip, as you will appreciate, I had too many places to go and too many things to do in
addition to going to Lubec to detour to Acadia from the main line. It is unnecessary for me to say
that we are greatly appreciative of your interest in the Trail, for I know that you are in a position
to be of very considerable assistance to the project. When your thoughts on the subject are fully
developed, I shall expect to hear from you.
What you write about the G.N.P. road to Penobscot Lake checks what I was told at the G.N.P.
office at Bangor. The Penobscot Development Company owns that town and my guess is that the
operations will in a few years spread north and east and reach the Trail by crossing Muskrat
Brook. The changes in camp ownership were at the White House and York's Long Pond Camps.
The camps used in the present operations are on the north side of Penobscot Lake. The cut this
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year is 8,100 cords. The Northern is cutting again from the same camps on the Basin Ponds
Road--some 4,000 cords this year.
You will be interested to know that I ascertained the exact situation with respect to Baxter's
purchase. He doesn't own 13,000 acres but only an undivided interest in common again--same as
the Ross situation on the Baxter State Park. He bought it from his neighbors at Portland, the
Hopkinson Smiths, at a low price, because there is little merchantable timber. Baxter is certainly
reputed to be a hard bargainer. The remainder of this undistributed interest belongs to the Pingree
estate of Telos Cut fame. Whether he can or will buy them out or will resort to partition
proceedings, your guess is as good as mine. I heard that the Lincoln, having wound up its
Washington County affairs, was getting ready to move back in the region north of Katahdin. It
was rumored that Baxter had an option on T. 4 R. 9, immediately north of the Park, but as the
Eastern is under 77-B bankruptcy proceedings and the town is supposed to be security on bonds,
this seemed improbable. I failed to find out anything definite, however.
Your signs are most effective, artistic as well as long-lived. Almost too attractive to resist
souvenir hunters. Of course, we would be glad to have some for use in Maine. We have a list of
sign data for the entire Trail. You designate where you would like to see them go and I will send
the data. Perhaps at Katahdin Stream, the summit, or some place would seem to you particularly
worthwhile.
The new Maine Guide should be out in less than six weeks and we will send you copies and
extra maps.
This is a long letter, but in view of our mutual interest in these projects, I thought it desirable to
tell you in detail about these developments.
{Copy Greene}
February 24, 1938. Myron Avery to J. F. Smith, Bangor & Aroostook Railroad
Dear Mr. Smith:
I was delayed in my return to Washington; hence the time which has elapsed in getting the
photos to you. I trust they are in time to be of use.
The Katahdin photos should be credited to the National Park Service; the logging scenes (on the
Wassataquoik north of Katahdin) to The Appalachian Trail Conference.
In due course the prints should come back to me at the address given below.
I enjoyed my visit at your office and the opportunity to become acquainted with you.
February 24, 1938. Myron Avery to Everett F. Greaton, Maine Development Commission
Dear Mr. Greaton:
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Thank you for sending the models for the mountain booklet data. You will be interested to know
that I have been able to dictate the first draft.
You spoke of revising your booklet on Maine. To attract more attention to the Trail, could you
not insert in the list of publications on the last page:
THE SILVER AISLE (The Appalachian Trail in Maine)
and carry this notation in your list of available literature in other booklets.
To make current what you had in the last edition, 1 am suggesting the following:
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL
Within a few years, nature lovers and outdoorsmen have planned one long continuous
trail to take in most of the mountainous section along the Atlantic Seaboard. Gradually
their plans have borne fruit and today the 2,050-mile Appalachian Trail from Maine to
Georgia has been completed and is in active use. The last section to be finished was in
Maine on the slope of Spaulding Mountain - completed in August, 1937.
Visitors to the northwestern section of Maine will note in many places the characteristic
white paint blazes and markers of The Appalachian Trail.
The most northern point is its terminus or starting point (whichever way you are
journeying) on Mt. Katahdin. It then winds its way through the mountain sections, with
delightful trips or climbs, gives its followers incomparable panoramas of nature's finest
handiwork, and crosses the New Hampshire line near Grafton Notch on its way to Mt.
Washington and thence off on its long southern journey. Complete information as to the
Trail route and detailed maps are contained in Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine,
issued by The Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington,
D.C.
The Silver Aisle, a booklet on The Appalachian Trail in Maine, obtainable from the
Maine Development Commission, states: “travel along Maine's 266 mile section of The
Appalachian Trail, which, for excellence of route and construction, ease of travel and
available accommodations, and the rewards of ever-changing and varied vistas, has few
rivals in the eastern United States."
I will be sending the data to you shortly.
{Copy Greene with booklet “Maine Invites You”.}
February 24, 1938. Notes of Conversation with respect to Great Northern Paper Company
Operations. (With L. S. Cook, Feb., 1938)
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*****
Big Bog and Abaconetic Bog Dams rebuilt In 1935.
Two old splash dams farther up North Branch not rebuilt.
Forty Mile Storehouse on Canada Road.
Pittston and Seboomook Farms are leased by G.N.P.
Possibility of road from G.N.P. St. John Camp No. 5 to Dole Brook.
*****
- Katahdin Region –
G.N.P. having cut 4,000 on T.3 R. 9 using same camps as last year - up Spring and Avalanche
Brooks.
Two small Jobs on T. 1 R. 9.

*****

On T. 1 R, 11 (town owned by Penobscot Development Co.). Camps on north shore of Penobscot
Lake. 8,100 cords being cut.
*****
T. 1 R. 11 - owned by Penobscot Development Co.
T. 2, R. 11 owned by G.N.P, and P.D. Co,
*****
The collection of "In the Maine Woods" at office of Great Northern Paper Company
starts with 1898.
February 25, 1938. Myron Avery to W. H. Sawyer, Jr., Bates College
Dear Sawyer:
I have your letter of February 22nd.
I am indeed sorry to have missed you on my last two trips to Lewiston. When you see Attwood,
he can tell you of various matters that I spoke to him about.
Your plan for getting the trail work accomplished sounds promising. It will be most fortunate if
you are present.
Saddleback most certainly needs additional marking above timber-line; we have several
complaints.
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Your plan of working the section from each end with a divided crew should work out very well.
The essential thing is to have the painting done by a competent man. This blazing is an art. Too
many blazes in one locality create a bad impression. But it is equally important to have enough. I
imagine you will have the most trouble between C Pond and the Andover Road. (I made some
comment earlier about the blazes on the C Pond Bluff Trail.)
I will certainly get the paint and markers to Lewiston long before June 1st. I am waiting for
markers. I spoke to Attwood about sending a box with stuff for both groups. It is much more
convenient to send it express collect and Attwood said to send it express collect to James Shea.
It could be divided on arrival. If this is not satisfactory, please let me know.
I hope very much you can also fully check the detailed trail description and write me of any
errors. The third edition will be out by that time and I shall send you a copy. Mileage markers
should be renewed.
I shall be particularly interested to know how you make out west of the Houghton Truck Road,
We want to use as little as possible of this road. We leave it 3.5 m. west from Me. Highway 4 but
it may require a little relocation 1 1/2 m. west of this point. Be sure to see Gordon Hunt at
Rangeley and enlist his aid.
The Bridgton Camp is to do some more lean-to work this year -- those needed west of the
Kennebec and possibly Moxie.
Do you have the regulation 33-inch pruning shears? They are, by far, the most effective tools for
reclearing. We can get this special length for $2.70. For the small growth, particularly on Spruce
and Mountain Brook Tote-road, the tool known as the Weeder is most effective. These cost
$1.00. If you will let me know how many tools you would like, I can get then sent to the Club,
probably express collect.
The systematic manner in which the B.0.C. plans to meet the responsibilities for its section is
most assuring to all those interested in the Trail in Maine. It is one section that we don’t need to
worry about.
February 26, 1938. Everett Greaton to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
It was indeed a pleasure to have another little chat with you. I shall appreciate very much the
help that I know you will be able to give on the Mountain Booklet.
I am enclosing the duplicates of some of the mountains that I have. Generally speaking this is
about the form that we plan on using, although these duplicates are not in final shape for printing.
They will have to be checked.
I should appreciate any suggestion that you might care to offer in regard to this booklet.
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AZISCOOS MOUNTAIN Lat. 44-50 Long. 71
Town- Lincoln Plantation; County - Oxford
Altitude - 3,215 feet. Base 1,300 feet
Length of trail - 3 miles.
Time required to ascend - 1 hour 15 min.
Time required to descend - 1 hour
Fire lookout tower.
Aziscoos received its name from the Indians. The name was first given to Aziscoos Falls on the
Magalloway River located just below Azlscoos Dam. The word Aziscoos means ’singing water’.
We have Aziscoos Falls, Aziscoos Dam, Aziscoos Lake and Aziscoos Mountain. The mountain
is dome shaped with two dome shaped summits. The lower portions of the mountain are covered
with a hard wood growth while the upper areas are of the black growth. The ledges towards the
top are generally rolling and are broken and fissured to a great extent. At the bases of the greater
ledges there are vast windrows of gigantic boulders. This mountain stands out by itself not
immediately connected with any other range. The view from Aziscoos is superb. It takes in all
the Rangeley region and northern New Hampshire including the White Mountains. There is a
good rest room at the foot of the tower. There is also a splendid chance to eat your lunch.
The approach is by way of route 26 from Newry to Errol, N. H. From Errol take Route 16 to
Wilson’s Mills. The trail begins in front of Aziscoos House which is on the main road. Cars may
be left here. Go to the eastward through field and pasture to the sign "Trail to the Lookout
Tower". Lower part of trail is over old wood road quite open in places. After passing
watchman’s camp trail grows rougher and steeper. The last quarter of a mile is over practically
bare ledges. Drinking water is from spring half way to watchman’s camp and two springs at
watchman's camp.
MOUNT BIGELOW Lat. 40 Long . 70-20
Town- Dead River Plantation. County – Somerset
Altitude 4,140 feet Base 1,120 feet
2 Trails
Fire Lookout Tower
Mount Bigelow was named for Major Timothy Bigelow. Major Bigelow was with Benedict
Arnold’s famous march through Maine to Quebec. It was believed by Benedict Arnold that if
they could get to the top of this mountain they could look into the city of Quebec, so Major
Bigelow was sent to the top of the mountain. The Daughters of the American Revolution have
placed a plaque on a large boulder at the foot of the Parsons Trail commemorating this event.
Appalachian Trail
Length of Trail - 4.62 miles
Time to ascend - 3 hours.
Time to descend - 2 hours.
The Appalachian Trail crosses the Bigelow Range. In ascending Mount Bigelow by way of the
Appalachian Trail follow route 16 from North New Portland. The trail starts from the highway at
about 1.2 miles beyond the Dead River Post Office very near the Dead River School house.
Follow the Appalachian blazed trail. For nearly 3 miles the trail is gradual. Then it becomes
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steeper and rougher. At about 3 miles from the highway you get an excellent view of Old Man’s
Head. There are several side trails from either side leading to interesting points. The distance
from the highway to the Forestry fire lookout tower on the East peak is about 4.62 miles. An
unlocked steel cabin at the foot of the tower affords protection from storms. The Appalachian
Trail leads down the East peak by the intersection of the Parsons Trail, over the West peak and
by the Horns. From here it turns left and down the back side of the mountain crossing highway
27 and onto Sugarloaf Mountain. There is a lean-to a short distance from where the Parson’s
Trail Intersects the Appalachian Trail. From the Horns there is a marked trail leading to Stratton
village. No water on trail. Be sure to take plenty of water.
Parsons Trail or Fire Lookout Trail
Length of Trail - 2 3/4 miles.
Time to ascend - 2 to 3 hours
Time to descend - 1 1/2 hours.
This trail starts from highway 16 about 1 mile west of the Appalachian Trail. From the black
road you may drive your car in about one mile on the trail. This automobile road was recently
built by the CCC. At this point is plenty of parking space. From where you leave the car to the
top it is very steep all the way. The trail is wide and very easy to follow. It intersects the
Appalachian Trail at a beautiful spot between the East and West peaks. Continuing straight
ahead from the intersection a short distance you come to the fire warden's cabin. This is a
beautiful log structure with a porch looking out over the valley between Bigelow, Sugarloaf and
Crocker. Drinking water will be found all along trail.
February 28, 1938. Myron Avery to Harrie Coe, Maine Publicity Bureau
Dear Mr. Coe:
In keeping with our arrangement, I have prepared a note on The Appalachian Trail in Maine for
the coming issue of your booklet, Maine Invites You. I have tried to keep within the one page
limitation, such as the article on "Maine Bridle Paths" in the present edition. You will recall that
you agreed with my suggestion that it would be desirable to break the matter up into a page on
The Appalachian Trail and on mountain climbing generally.
Mr. Stanley B. Attwood, President of the Maine Alpine Club, Box 165, Lewiston, Maine, has
prepared an exhaustive list of Maine mountains and I suggested to Mr. Attwood that he prepare
the page on mountain climbing in Maine, generally. He has prepared this article, and I am
enclosing it herewith.
I would like to make one suggestion. Since the Publicity Bureau is distributing The Silver Aisle,
why could you not list in the publications available something to this effect:
THE SILVER AISLE (The Appalachian Trail in Maine).
If you wish, you could add "Published by the Maine Appalachian Trail Club and the Bangor and
Aroostook Railroad".
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I have indicated the Trail route on the map in the center of your booklet. If the designation such
as we have indicated is used, it would stand out from the roads. We would naturally wish,
wherever feasible, to have the route appear on the maps in your booklets. If you have others on
which this could be done, and would forward them, we can do the necessary.
Copy to Attwood, Greene
February 28, 1938. Myron Avery to Maine Highway Commission, Augusta, Maine.
Gentleman:
From time to time we have had correspondence with your engineers with respect to the location
of the Appalachian Trail on the various highway maps. The Conference is very appreciative of
the pains which your Department has taken to show the Trail route. From time to time, as fast as
new printed editions of the map came to our attention, we have checked it over with a view to
making the corrections to reflect any changes or developments in the route. I am, accordingly,
enclosing a copy of the highway map for 1937-8, which I received from the Maine Publicity
Bureau. It may have been that these corrections were already forwarded to you, as we do not
keep any record here.
I am enclosing a booklet on The Appalachian Trail which may be of interest to members of your
Department in this connection. If you have any other tracing of maps on which the Trail route
appears, we would be very glad to have the opportunity to check it.
February 28, 1938. Myron Avery to Mr. Walter Robinson, Bingham, Maine.
Dear Mr. Robinson:
You have probably noticed that The Appalachian Trail across Maine from Caratunk uses the old
Pierce Pond Tote-road west to Pierce Pond. We are engaged in getting out a new edition of the
Guidebook to this Trail, and the maps. I have been told that in connection with your operations
for the Augusta Lumber Company, you have improved a considerable portion of the old toteroad and that it has been graveled. We would like very much to get exact information as to where
this new road goes and how much of the old tote-road has been graveled. I am enclosing the
topographic maps for this region, with an addressed envelope for their return, and if you would
draw on this map the new graveled road, together with the location of your camps, it would help
us greatly in understanding the change which has been made. If there is any further extension of
this road contemplated, 1 would appreciating your noting it on the map.
I am sending to you, under separate cover, a booklet on The Appalachian Trail in Maine. We will
be very much obliged to you for your help in this connection and 1 hope you will find it possible
to let us hear from you in the very near future.
February 28, 1938. Robert Stubbs to Myron H. Avery,
Dear Avery:
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Herewith I am returning the copy of the letters which Mr. Greene wrote to Robert Sterling Yard.
I agree with you that there was very little left unsaid.
I am also enclosing a couple of pictures, one taken at the outlet of Baker Lake. The other is a
view on the south branch of Moose River at Caribou Dam. A little later on I will send you some
pictures of Kibbie, which you contemplate visiting some time in the future.
I have started Fred Hutchins of Stratton on those signs for the lean-tos and I expect to have them
ready in the spring.
I had a talk with Supervisor Harry G. Tingley of Island Falls last week. From him I learned that
Chimney Pond Basin is considered an official Forestry Department camp site. I discussed the
lean-tos which are located at the outlet of Nahmakanta Lake and Nesowadnahunk Deadwater and
the Hunt Trail with him, and he was very reluctant to rate them as official camp sites on the
Appalachian Trail. So I believe that it would be best not to press the matter about the standing at
present because it is very difficult to change Mr. Tingley’s mind, he being very much out of
sympathy with the recreational movement in his section. Nor would it pay to take the matter up
with Mr. Seavey, the Forest Commissioner, because we would not get anywheres with him either
ahead or behind in settling this point. He really does not fully understand the whole Trail
movement yet.
The outlet of Nahmakanta Lake is on T. 1, R. 11, W.E.L.S. reputed to be owned by the
Penobscot Development Company. Mr. Louis Freedman of Old Town is the forester for this
company and a very close associate of James W. Sewall. The camp site on Nesowadnahunk
Deadwater is on T. 2, R. 10, which is owned by the Great Northern Paper Company.
The best way to approach a settlement on these camp sites is the land owners themselves rather
than to take it up with Mr. Tingley.
I was glad to see the letters from Mr. Sawyer, and I appreciate the fact that we are accomplishing
a great deal through the Bates Outing Club. I hope that this spring I will be able to do something
in the Dead River region around Mt. Bigelow.
February 28, 1933. Myron Avery to Howard Buffington, 306 Union Street, Springfield,
Massachusetts
Dear Mr. Buffington:
1 am enclosing a copy of my letter of February 4th, Mr. Spicer's reply of February 8th, and my
letter to him of this date, all of which will be self-explanatory. It is unnecessary for me to say
that we will be very glad to be of any possible assistance to you and your associates in this
connection.
February 28, 1938. Myron Avery to Mr. Edward S. Spicer, Chairman, August Camp
Committee, Appalachian Mountain Club, 153 Bowen Street, Providence, Rhode Island
Dear Mr. Spicer:
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I have been away from Washington and hence delayed in replying to your letter of February 8th.
The forthcoming edition of the Guide to the Appalachian Trail In Maine is, as you suggest,
Publication No, 4 of the Appalachian Trail Conference and has no connection with the New
England Trail Conference publications. I enclose a copy of our publication list, together with that
of the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club. Under separate cover I have sent you a copy of its
publication on camping equipment.
I have thought it advisable to send a copy of my letter of February 4th to Mr. Buffington, since
you write that he will have particular charge of the trips. I know that Mr. Buffington has traveled
the Appalachian Trail in Maine and I judge that he is already quite familiar with this locality. Mr.
Stanley B. Attwood, Box 165, Lewiston, Maine, is President of the Maine Alpine Club which
maintains the Appalachian Trail over Baldpate. Mr. Attwood and his associates are cutting a side
trail to Goose Eye. Mr. Attwood is connected with the Lewiston Sun and has given considerable
publicity to the Appalachian Trail in Maine. One of our problems, as you will appreciate, is to
bring the existence of this trail to the attention of the hiking public as well as to the people in the
State, hence The Silver Aisle. If, when your camp plans are definitely organized, you will send
Mr. Attwood sufficient material, he would be very glad to carry a news story. You see its value,
in that it impresses upon the people of the State the fact that an outside organization is coming to
the State to use its recreational facilities. We need to impress the State authorities with this fact.
I might have written about this matter at a later date, but as I recently was in Lewiston and saw
Mr. Attwood, I thought 1 would mention it now while the matter is fresh in my mind.
I am also sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Buffington.
March 1, 1938. Myron Avery to George H. Fernald, Boston, Mass.
Dear Mr. Fernald:
I trust that you will recall that some time back I had the pleasure of a very enjoyable visit and
lunch with you when we discussed matters of mutual interest and you told me a great deal of the
Penobscot Lake and Nahmakanta country.
1 was recently in Maine and acquired some information about the Great Northern Paper
Company operations in that vicinity. I presume that you are already familiar with these
developments. I understand that the tote-road to Wadleigh Mountain has been made into a gravel
road as far as the Lake and that the Northern have camps on the north shore of Penobscot Lake. I
rather gather that in the course of time this whole Town, which belongs to the Penobscot
Development Company, may be cut over and perhaps the operations will reach the spruce on the
Trail on the west Side of Nahmakanta Lake.
If you acquire any information about these activities. I would appreciate your passing them on to
me.
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I am sending to you under separate cover a copy of the booklet on the Trail in Maine which you
may not have seen. We expect to issue a new edition of the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in
Maine within the next two months.
March 1, 1938. Edward Spicer to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:I am not sure if my reply to your letter of Feb. 4th addressed to the Trail Conference Office at
#901 Union Trust Bldg., Washington reached you or not.
In it I expressed my appreciation for your offers of cooperation by the Trail Conference with
next summer’s August Camp, Appalachian Mountain Club at Flagstaff, Maine.
We are about ready to get our advanced information in shape and I am interested to know how
soon the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine is to be published. This should prove a very
excellent source of information to us, and I will be glad to purchase a copy.
If it is now available kindly advise price and I will send check.
March 3, 1938. Myron Avery to Robert Stubbs
Dear Stubbs:
Many thanks for your most interesting letter of February 28th. The photos which you enclosed
mean a great deal to us and I shall prize those of Kibbie--for sentimental reasons--more than you
can perhaps guess. I shall look forward to them.
I am returning the letter which Yard sent to you.
I will, of course, be guided entirely by what you say with respect to the campsites in Tingley’s
section. I gather that there is nothing to do but let the matter rest. Since the lean-tos have been
built, there would seem to be nothing to do in the way of approaching the landowners, as they
would not be concerned with the public campsite aspect of the problem.
You will remember that Mr. Billings expressed the thought that CCC crew might be able to do
something toward restoring the route on little Bigelow. I hope that this will materialize. If so, we
will be in good shape from Bigelow to the Maine-New Hampshire line.
I certainly enjoyed my visit at Augusta and the opportunity to get posted on all of these matters for which my thanks to you.
March 3, 1938. Myron Avery to Stanley B. Attwood
Dear Stan:
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I have been extremely busy since my return to Washington. The way that mail piles up is always
a discouraging thing about these trips. In addition, I wished onto myself several additional jobs.
You have probably received a copy of my letter to Greaton and the material which I am turning
in for his book. I thought it would evidence our desire to be of every possible assistance in these
projects of mutual interest and that I could perhaps furnish the information with respect to The
Appalachian Trail peaks better than anyone else and our cooperation with him will, I trust,
stimulate his interest in giving us every possible publicity.
I am enclosing the draft of my note for "Maine Invites You” together with a copy of my letter to
Mr. Coe. I thought it best to let him know that the material would be forthcoming. I received
your material and sent it on to Mr. Coe.
I have gone over your map material quite carefully. I can only vaguely guess the amount of time
and effort required. The points which I question are very few. I have, as you have asked,
indicated the peaks on the Trail. As to those in the White Mountains National Forest, I checked
this with the map and had the maps sent to you. This method will be quicker and preferable to
trying to get the Forest Service to do the checking, as there is no one here who has the necessary
knowledge of the local terrain. I will return the data to you shortly.
The Assistant Superintendent of Acadia Park has manifested considerable interest in the Trail. I
would like to have you know him and his activities and I am enclosing, to save stenographic
labor, a copy of a letter which I have written to him where I touch on some matters which will be
of interest to you.
I certainly enjoyed my visit to Lewiston and the opportunity to get to know you. Remember me
to Penley.
For the 1938 issue of MAINE INVITES YOU
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
By
Myron H. Avery
Maine Appalachian Trail Club
Long has the outstanding allurement of Maine been the superb quality of her renowned forested
wilderness areas. Today, to those who respond to Maine’s invitation, the State presents an
unusual facility. The very finest of her mountains, forests, lakes, and streams have now become
accessible—and in a manner which detracts not at all from their wilderness qualities, but assures
their preservation. This result has come through the development of The Appalachian Trail
across Maine. This Trail is the longest marked footpath in the world today, winding its way
along the crest of the Appalachian Mountains in the eastern Atlantic States. Of this master
footpath, the Maine section—completed in August, 1937—was the most difficult and the last to
be undertaken.
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This Trail, in Maine, begun in 1931, was extended by amateur labor from Katahdin to Mt.
Bigelow. Here the project might well have been halted by the barrier of the high trailless ranges
athwart the westward extension of the route. Fortunately, in 1935, the Trail was made a CCC
project for Maine. Crews from various CCC camps completed the unfinished portion of the Trail,
widened and improved it, with the result that their activities have presented to Maine a
wilderness trail, which for scenic opportunities, variety of interest, and its many features has few
equals. The route traverses Maine’s highest and second highest peaks, as well as such
outstanding mountains as Joe Mary, Moxie Bald, Bigelow, Saddleback, Baldpate, Old Speck,
Goose Eye, Mahoosuc Arm and a host of other equally well-known peaks. Its route is through a
land rich in historical association. The alternate Arnold Trail, west of the Kennebec River, calls
to mind the stirring events of Benedict Arnold’s gallant but ill-fated march through, the Maine
wilderness, in part along the very route of this Trail. In the abandoned village of Savages Mills,
where the cycle from forest to civilization and back to forest has been completed, is a striking
chapter in economic history. Space here does not permit the portrayal of the attractions of the
route and the variety of attraction to be found in the changing geological, geographical and
botanical zones which the route traverses.
A word as to this route. It is a marked trail. White paint blazes, placed fore and aft like highway
markers, indicate the route. The characteristic Appalachian Trail markers supplement these
blazes. In addition, important intersections are marked with board signs, giving distances and
termini.
A seeming paradox where one, in traversing the 266 miles of Trail across Maine, encounters
only one village, is the fact that through this wilderness one may find at intervals of an easy
day’s journey an attractively-situated sporting camp on some lake or stream. Thus one may
indeed travel “light” along The Appalachian Trail in Maine, devoting his energy to enjoyment of
the route. However, for the traveler to whom the camping along the Trail is an essential part of
the trip, there is being developed an equal facility. A chain of lean-tos is projected from Katahdin
to the Maine-New Hampshire Line. In the western part of the State, this chain has been
completed; the gaps in the east, between Nahmakanta Lake and the Kennebec River, are being
eliminated.
Very complete Guidebook description of The Appalachian Trail, with an account of its geology,
history, bibliography, and features of interest is contained in the detailed Guide to the
Appalachian Trail in Maine, third edition, 335 pages, which may be obtained ($1.50) from the
Maine Publicity Bureau, Portland, Maine, or The Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union
Trust Building, Washington, D.C. A particular feature of this Guidebook is the extensive
description of Mt. Katahdin, the trails, mountains and other points of interest in that region,
together with a large-scale map of the area. A 32-page illustrated booklet, The Silver Aisle,
descriptive generally of the features of the Trail, may be had on application to the Maine
Publicity Bureau.
March 4, 1938

ANNOUNCING
the publication of
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the third edition
of
GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
With the completion of the 266 miles of Appalachian Trail across Maine on the south slope of
Spaulding Mountain in August, 1937, the publication of an edition of a Guide to the completed
266 miles of Appalachian Trail in Maine becomes particularly timely. This need is met by the
third edition of this Guidebook. Since the publication of the second edition in 1935, work on the
trail has been continued with the construction of additional side trails to viewpoints, places of
interest, and the erection of lean-tos. A material addition to the route has been the alternate
Arnold trail, following the historic course of Benedict Arnold’s march across the Maine
wilderness between the Kennebec River and Mt. Bigelow.
The third edition, while of the same general size, appearance and style, contains 385 pages, over
120 pages more than the second edition. The new edition fully describes the route in both
directions, so that the traveler may journey south from the northern terminus of the Trail, or if he
chooses, travel north, with Katahdin as the culminating point of his journey. The alternate
Arnold Trail, ______miles, is also described in both directions. The maps have been revised and
reflect the latest developments. One additional large scale map, the Katahdin Region, has been
inserted as an additional feature.
A foreword furnishes much helpful information as to conditions to be experienced along the
Trail. The approaches to the Trail, suggested shorter trips and available accommodations are
thoroughly treated. The points of access are specifically set forth. The features along the route
are described in the chapter, "Along the Appalachian Trail in Maine”. The chapter on the
Geological History of the Trail Route has been extended in this edition to cover the Trail from
Mt. Bigelow west to the Maine-New Hampshire Line. A summary of distances and a useful
index complete the book. A feature of this edition is the very complete account of all of the trails
and mountains in the Katahdin region. This addition is in response to numerous suggestions that,
as Katahdin is the northern terminus of the Trail, this Guide should contain an adequate account
of the region. In addition to the chapter on Katahdin itself, the outlying peaks, trails and
approaches are described in much detail. Of the entire publication, some 100 pages are devoted
to the Katahdin area. The route described is illustrated by a large-scale map.
This Guide is the first account of the Maine wilderness since the first Guidebooks published over
half a century ago by Lucius L. Hubbard and C. A. J. Farrar, respectively.
Perhaps its most valuable feature is the series of nine new maps of the trail route. There is one
large-scale map of the entire route across Maine, two more detailed maps covering the entire
Trail and five smaller large-scale maps of the route, in addition to the map of the Katahdin area.
The White Cap and Barren-Chairback Range map are contoured and in two colors. As no other
recent maps had been heretofore available for this region, this feature of the book will be
particularly valuable to fishermen, hunters, and others who frequent the wilderness of central
Maine.
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The distribution of this Guide is being handled for the Maine Appalachian Trail Club by The
Appalachian Trail Conference. The Guide may be obtained at a cost of $1.50 (postpaid) from
The Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Onion Trust Building, Washington, D. C.
*****
To indicate the extent of the Guidebook, the list of contents is appended and an order card is
enclosed.
March 5, 1938. Harrie B. Coe, Maine Publicity Bureau, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thank you very much for the material sent with your letter of February 28 for use in “Maine
Invites You”, including your article and that by Mr. Attwood on the subject of mountain
climbing.
We will list THE SILVER AISLE in publications available from this office.
Have you made any such arrangement with the New England Council? If not, I would suggest
that you write R. C. Maddux, Secretary of the Recreational Division, Statler Building, Boston,
Massachusetts.
{Copy Attwood, Greene, Greaton}
March 7, 1938. Stephen Wheatland, Bangor, Maine, to Myron Avery
(Stephen Wheatland represents the Pingree estate—owners of the balance of the town Baxter
purchased—M. H. A.)
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thank you for your letter of the 1st inst., with reprints of the “Telos Cut” article, which appeared
in the Appalachia. I am very glad to have the reprints.
I am glad to know that you are interested in the lumbering history of Maine. I hope that the Coe
papers may yield something of interest. If you find that they do, and if there is an opportunity for
further investigation of this kind of material I should be interested to know how you approach the
problem.
You may know that the Pingree Estate owned a block of the East Branch Dam Co. bonds which
were the controlling factor in the Telos situation, since the International Paper Co. owned a block
to get water down the Allagash, and interests and mills on the Penobscot owned a block, but not
control, either, to get water down the Penobscot. Within the past couple of years, the interests
and mills on the Penobscot pooled all their bonds in a trust agreement, and acquired enough of
the Pingree bonds so that they now control the situation. Among the Penobscot interests are the
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Great Northern Paper Co., the Bangor Hydro-Electric Co., the Cassidy Estate, and the Penobscot
Development Co. with the Eastern Mfg. Co.
I shall be glad to make your acquaintance.
March 7, 1938. Myron Avery to Edward Spicer
Dear Mr. Spicer:
Your letter of March 1st crossed mine of March 1st. I am glad to hear from you again.
The Maine Guidebook should be distributed within two or three months. We are printing the
maps at the present time. There is still some more of the final typing for the photo-offset printing.
I suggest you send your order to the Conference, as per the attached list. This will insure your
receiving a copy as soon as they are distributed. We will appreciate your calling attention to the
Guide in your notices. It should help us.
The Silver Aisle and the newspaper story on Western Maine Mountains will, I trust, suffice in
furnishing - for your present purposes - the information you want about the features of this
section.
Call on me when we can be of further help.
March 8, 1938
Printed Map
2nd ed.

Tracing

A.T. Route-Silver Aisle
2. K - Saddleback

$27
25

3. Me. Hwy. 4 – N.H.
Line

18.50

4. Katahdin Region
5. Katahdin – East
Branch
6. Bodfish Sid.

21.00
18.50

12 x 17

38 x 28
28 x 20

18.50

10 ½ x 13

19 x 15 3/4

7. Mt. Bigelow
8. Whitecap
9. Barren-Chairback

$4
29
29

6 x 8 1/2
10 x 13
10 ½ x16 1/4

15 x 11
17 x 13
35 ½ x 23 1/4

8 ½ x 29 ½ to
border (9 ½
where map goes
over line)
11 x 12

Proposed
Work Plan

Our Proposed
letter
12/10/37
27 ¼ x 18 1/2
34 x 11 1/2

52 x 36
39 x 13

23 x 15 ¾
32 ½ x 10
1/2

15 x 14

11 5/8 x 11
changed to
15 7/8 x 15
23 x 17
21 x 15

16 x 15 1/2

12 ¾ x 10
1/2
8½x6
13 x 10
16 ¼ x 10
1/2

15 x 12 1/2
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Letter Dec. 10, 1937. 13# Craftsman, 25 Rag, 700
March 8, 1938. George Fernald to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Replying to your inquiry of the 1st Inst., I went down to my camp with some of my family over
February 22nd. The Great Northern Paper Company’s camp is not over half a mile north of my
camp and they have already cut all the spruce on both sides of the pond and hauled it down to the
ice. I did not get up to the camp while I was there, but I understand they intend to lumber in there
for two years, which I suppose means they are going to cut next year on the northern part of the
township around Wadleigh Pond and on the west side of Nahmakanta. Their operations in the
vicinity made it possible for me to make this winter trip, as they had Yoke Pond road open for
trucks and also have tote roads right into the head of the pond, but they certainly have made the
country around my camp look pretty bare as it was mostly black growth. They are not running
trucks beyond the point where the Yoke Pond road joins the trail to Wadleigh Mountain, but I
heard a rumor that they were planning to travel this tote road so that trucks could be used as far
as the head of Penobscot Pond.
I hope that any time you are in Boston you will remember to look me up.
March 8, 1938. Myron Avery to R. C. Maddux, Secretary, Recreational Division, New
England Council, Boston
Dear Mr. Maddux:
1 am writing directly to you at the suggestion of Harrie B. Coe, Manager of the State of Maine
Publicity Bureau.
As you are undoubtedly aware, The Appalachian Trail route across New England--in affording a
marked, maintained, mapped and described route--is a contribution to the recreational resources
of the region. The Trail in Maine is particularly outstanding.
The Appalachian Trail Conference has cooperated with various agencies, including the Maine
Publicity Bureau, in an effort to have the Trail in Maine better known. We recently supplied Mr.
Coe with an item on the Trail for his booklet, "Maine Invites You”. Mr. Coe is listing the Guide
to the Appalachian Trail In Maine and The Silver Aisle in his various publications and we wish
to ask if you will see that, wherever appropriate, the same is done for publications of the New
England Council. We have sent you a copy of The Silver Aisle. The third edition of the Maine
Guidebook is in the process of being printed and with respect to it we can do no more than
enclose the prospectus referring to it.
We shall greatly appreciate your assistance in these matters.
Copy: Coe, Greene, Attwood
March 8, 1938. Myron Avery to Jewel Paint and Varnish Company, Chicago
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Gentlemen:
In keeping with prior correspondence, please send 10 gallons of Titanium Oxide white paint in
quart cans to me at 2035 Rosemount Avenue, N. W., Washington, D. C.
Please have the bill made out to The Appalachian Trail Conference and sent to me.
March 8, 1938. Myron Avery to Ernest M. Karger, Ranger, Jefferson National Forest,
Marion, Virginia
Dear Mr. Karger:
In keeping with my prior correspondence with Supervisor McNair, I am sending by express a
box containing Appalachian Trail paint, 150 Appalachian Trail markers, and galvanized nails.
We use these nails to avoid chemical action.
I am hoping this spring to cover this section of the Trail again and I hope I shall have the
pleasure of seeing you at that time.
Copy to Mr. McNair
March 9, 1938. Wolcott Cutler to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I thank you very much for helping me supplement my very partial knowledge of the Grafton
Notch region and I take pleasure in enclosing the current issue of “Wings of Love” in which I
supplement slightly my earlier article.
{More about Grafton, March, 1938, Wings of Love sent to A. T. Scrapbooks.}
March 10, 1938. Myron Avery to Miss Alice Allan, Montclair, New Jersey
My dear Miss Allan:
Miss Stephenson has shown me your letter of February 24th to her, particularly calling attention
to your comment with respect to the inaccuracies in The Silver Aisle. I am indeed pained - not
that you should deem the inaccuracies the only feature of the publication worthy of your
comment, but that they should occur. I beg of you to be more specific so that I may proceed to
correct these errors. The instance to which you refer is not an inaccuracy, however, it is a correct
expression of what occurred. I know because I was in constant correspondence with Mr. Greene
and I had copied and sent to him the extracts of the Hubbard and Farrar Guidebooks (not maps).
(In fact I still have the carbons of these sections.) Perhaps you have misunderstood. Did anyone,
before 1934, specifically point out to you Main Jaws, Little Jaws, Indian Head, Hammond Street
Pitch, as such, or identify the waterfalls in the Gulf by name? This is what we were trying to do.
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Mr. Greene cut from the Pleasant River Road separate trails to these features. I judge you have
not seen his trail system, or the later work of the CCC, which superseded it by running all the
way a trail parallel to the chasm. Consequently you would not be able to compare what you
might have seen in 1923 and what is visible today. Mr. Greene spent two weeks on this task at
his own expense. It was a hard job cutting trails in that tangle. He could not find anyone
sufficiently interested to devote similar effort and time to such a task. Mr. Arnold is s splendid
type and a most competent and experienced Guide, but he could hardly be expected to donate
two weeks of a busy short camp season. Thus, while there may be living people who know every
inch of Gulf Hagas and could unerringly find each feature once so well known, the fact is that
when Mr. Greene undertook his work, he had to proceed and did proceed as I said. Of course,
everyone knew the Gulf existed, but that is not the point or what I have said.
Of course, with more money we could have done a better job on The Silver Aisle—particularly
with the illustrations. It was financed by contributions—by people who hope that the interest
aroused in the Trail in Maine, its use and approbation, will insure its permanence. The
publication was an effort to attract attention to the Trail. We might hope that each user will
recognize and aid this process rather than only express criticism. The latter is easy.
Even were my statement a bit over-enthusiastic, it might be pardonable as a tribute to a real
accomplishment. I am sure that such a veteran of Maine woods travel as yourself can adequately
appreciate the effort and expense of Greene’s exploring trips and the terrific labor of packing
supplies onto the Chairback-Barren Range and cutting that trail there—a month’s labor. I wonder
if you know of a similar performance—I don’t. Greene is a very sick man today. I would not
want to get abroad—thru any factual inaccuracy of my own—any derogatory comment on what
he struggled to do with an intensity I have never seen equaled. So let’s not worry about giving
him over-much credit.
You were indeed fortunate that you were in a position to employ a Guide for a trip thru the
Maine woods. Few hikers can do so. Of course, the Maine Appalachian Trail uses old trails and
tote-roads in part. Is that to its discredit? All systems do. New trails present rough and laborious
footway. Without these old links, we could have never have gotten thru. As it was, it was tough
enough. I wonder if you realize the labor of keeping it open and marked today. Last year the
CCC cut, by actual count, over 400 blowdowns between Mahar Campground and Nahmakanta.
These problems, worries, and labor are, of course, no interest or concern to you, but I hope you
realize that those whose efforts and accomplishments you feel are exaggerated, have done and
still have MUCH to do.
I don’t quite know why the bridge over the West Branch brings the Katahdin Park question into
discussion. Maine contributed to the expense; local woodsmen supervised its building; the Forest
Service gave technical advice on mechanical problems. This bridge was built to stay. Presumably
these people knew their business and there is a reason for what they did—the height of the
towers—the size of the cable, et al. If a simpler bridge or less expensive one would have sufficed,
probably it would have been built. You may know about the engineering problems and hence
suggest another type. I do not, but I can imagine the strain on those towers when that bridge,
loaded with snow and ice, swings in one of our good Maine blizzards. Engineers have told me
that they considered this a fine piece of home-made construction. It was all made there.
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That bridge—and a crossing really was needed—wouldn’t have been there except for the trail.
Of course, you are not in any way compelled to use the bridge. If it registers a jarring note, you
may walk on down the tote-road and take your leaky canoe, if you have been able to make
telephone arrangements in advance and care to pay the Guide’s charge of $7.00 for the service.
You don’t even need to know the bridge is there. What we have done is to insure a positive
means of crossing for the water-conscious traveler, who doesn’t swim, like fast water or canoes,
and whose esthetic appreciation isn’t dimmed by the existence of the bridge to the extent of
paying $7.00. Mr. York, whose locked canoe at the mouth of Nesowadnehunk Stream was the
only prior means of crossing, might not appreciate the compliment “leaky” for his canoe, but you
know, of course, that hitherto travelers from the south, had to rely upon the not always operative
telephone line to insure a crossing and the availability of someone at York’s to come down. The
final step to make the bridge usable for many people - the installation of guard wire - would not
have occurred but for the constant pressure of the Trail Conference and it accomplished this just
as the Patten CCC Camp was withdrawn.
1 don’t understand your reference to the Trail at Nahmakanta, This--to Potter’s--was a
troublesome link. Of course, you could hire a boat from Joe Mary to Nahmakanta, up
Nahmakanta and Rainbow and so get to Katahdin prior to the Trail, but would you want this for
the Trail route--apart from the added expense? If there is anything wrong with the Nahmakanta
route, the fault is mine, for the final responsibility for the selection rests with me. It is circuitous
to one who doesn’t know its history, of course. We tried the east shore of the lake. Have you
been there? We gave thought to skirting the west shore all the way. Wadleigh Pond is delightful.
Of course, from the Wadleigh Farmsite we might have followed the Prentiss Valley Road. It had
drawbacks and we concluded that for variety we would follow the Wadleigh road east thru that
spruce to near the lake and then cut over the ridge into the Prentiss Valley Road. We could
thereby use the better footway on the old roads, too. (Unless you have worked at real trail
clearing, I assure you that you cannot know the amount of labor required in re-opening some old
road; the appearance later is very deceptive in reflecting the work expended.) Boynton guided us
in connecting the two roads. It may be crazy. No one, I may say, has volunteered to come in and
cut a better. With the Northern operations moving in, our worry now is what will happen to that
route and those spruce. Perhaps you can see why the laborers on the Trail have come to learn that
public ownership is the only assurance of its permanence.
As to Katahdin, I assume that you find nothing objectionable or alarming in the chaos, lack of
supervision or regulation, what has occurred in the past ten years, the lean-to construction and
the accompanying denudation of a part of South Basin, etc., ad infinitum. When the Katahdin
National Park comes into existence with the assured preservation of 500 square miles of central
Maine wilderness, with the obliteration of roads and developments like at Chimney Pond, you
may experience the satisfaction to be found in the knowledge of the permanence of a wilderness.
There is one feature of your letter which is discouraging. You criticize the first edition of the
Maine Guide for lack of maps. How do you suppose it was financed? I enclose the map covering
your trip in 1937, taken from the second edition. It is quite detailed, isn’t it, and wouldn’t it have
added to the pleasure of your trip? Obviously, we can’t get out more complete guide books
without the patronage of the Trail users. And yet, on your party - were there some 18? apparently no one had contributed toward the improvement of the project to the extent of
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purchasing a guidebook. Apparently the maps exhibited at the camps or the green color of the
book did not attract your attention, if it was with anyone on your trip, for you didn’t know of it.
It had seven maps; the third edition has nine, including a new, very detailed map of the Katahdin
region. (We sent a prospectus to purchasers of the first edition. Certainly each traveler of the
Trail would find his trip made much more interesting by the data of the 235 pages of the second
edition, and in the end is the loser.) I do think we might expect that users of the Trail could repay
their obligation at least to the extent of purchasing the Guidebook - particularly where they
suggest that better data should be available.
Probably I could have devoted the time required in making these comments to better advantage.
But the criticism of one who has seen much of the Maine woods did seem worth taking the time
to reply - particularly where it was obvious that all the factors were not fully understood.
You may be sure that I regret inaccuracies in The Silver Aisle or elsewhere and that all features
of the Trail do not meet with the approbation of every traveler. Occasionally we do feel like
suggesting mildly that interest evidenced in the form of criticism be devoted to carrying a bit of
the labor. Otherwise, there won’t be any Trail there to criticize. Of course, you owe no obligation
to anything in this connection, but I think it can be fairly said that the Appalachian Trail in
Maine has made possible some of your several trips in Maine. Yours might have been a mite
thrown into the pot if you had chosen, for you had an opportunity. Probably this was the thought
left with the workers on the Trail by your note.
I note that you enjoy our Maine woods and trust you will continue to return. Thanks to The
Appalachian Trail project, good maps are now available for many sections, and the Guidebook
(third edition) describes enough country for many summers. Borrow one before you go again and
see how much your pleasure will be enhanced by knowledge.
I am always glad to hear constructive comment, so you can feel free to let me know of any
supposed inaccuracies or shortcomings. If they exist, we will try to remedy them.
March 10, 1938. Everett Greaton, Maine Development Commission to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I was delighted to find in the office on my return from a week’s absence, the material on Maine
mountains.
I haven’t had time yet to thoroughly digest it, but I know it is going to be a great help to me in
compiling the new booklet.
I appreciate very much this fine help that you have been able to give me. Under separate cover I
am sending you a few copies of our new roto sheet and of our new cook book.
March 12, 1938. Emmons W. Stacy, Princ. Foreman, CCC Camp P-57, Greenville, Maine,
to Myron Avery
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Dear Sir:
In regard to the letter of the 8th we have about two hundred Appalachian trail signs but we have
no A. T. paint.
March 14, 1938.
NOTE FOR STERLING EDWARDS
In keeping with our discussion, attached are copies of the various letters written with respect to
the disposition of the signs. You will note that they are dated June 1st, and the signs should be
mailed at that time. My thought in writing the letters now and enclosing the addressed tags in
each instance is to avoid any delay or misunderstanding when the opportune time arrives to send
out this material. June 1st is about as early as it can go. You will note that the letters have been
stamped and signed and that a carbon is enclosed for your reference.
The disposition that has been made of the signs is as follows:
1. Mr. Edwards to take with him: Nos. 3, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16 . . .21, 22 . . . 41.
2. Sent to Mr. Fred Clifford, Rainbow Lake Camps, Millinocket, Maine: Nos. 17, 18, 19, 20.
3. Sent to Mr. Leon Potter, Antlers Camps, Millinocket, Maine: Nos. 54 and 55.
4. Sent to Mr. Earl W. Perham, Long Pond Camps, Katahdin Iron Works, Maine: Nos. 73, 79, 80,
81, 82, 83, 84, 85 . . . 86 . . . 96, 97.
5. Sent to Mr. Helon Taylor, Eustis, Maine: (?) Nos. 144, 145, 146.
6. Sent to Mr. Helon Taylor, Eustis, Maine: Nos. 151, 152, 153, 153-A, 153-B, 160, 161, 162,
163, 164, 165, 166, 167.
7. Sent to Mr. E. S. Steele, West Carry Ponds, Carry Ponds P.O., Maine: No. 150.
8. Sent to Mr. W. H. Sawyer, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine: Nos. 169, 170, 185, 186, 188, 189,
194, 195, 196, 190, 191, 192, 193.
9. Mr. Edwards to take to Grafton Notch: Nos. 202, 203, 204, 205, 206, 207.
Myron H. Avery
March 14, 1938. R. C. Maddux, New England Council, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
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In accordance with your letter of the 8th we are including your two booklets, Guide to the
Appalachian Trail in Maine and The Silver Aisle in the directory of our recreational booklet,
Your Vacation in New England.
If we may be of further service to you, please do not hesitate to call upon us.
March 14, 1938. Myron Avery to Edward S. Spicer
Dear Mr. Spicer:
It occurred to me that since the region adjacent to the August, 1933, Camp is well covered by
topographic maps, it might be of assistance and interest, if I were to forward to you my file
copies of the relevant topographic sheets, from which you could take off the Trail route and other
data which I have included. I would like to have you return my copies to me at your earliest
convenience. If you do not already have the topographic maps, you will want the following:
Bingham
Dead River
Pierce Pond
The Forks

Stratton
Spencer
Rangeley Advance Sheets
Phillips

These can be ordered from the Division of Distribution, U. S. Geological Survey, Washington, at
a cost of 10 cents each. By reason of the availability of the topographic sheets, we have not as
yet, for the Maine Guidebook, been able to make detailed maps for this area. Hence I had
thought that you might prefer to make a mosaic of these sheets and have it on exhibition at the
Camp headquarters.
When you return my maps to me, will you kindly send them to the United States Maritime
Commission.
I am sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Buffington.
March 16, 1938. Myron Avery to Earl W. Perham, Long Pond Camps, Katahdin Iron
Works, Maine
Dear Mr. Perham:
As you probably know, year before last the CCC made quite a change in the trail system along
Gulf Hagas. As a result, the signs originally put there are now misleading and I think some of
them have been destroyed.
Through the interest and industry of Mr. Sterling W. Edwards, of Washington, we have been
able to get new signs made for the Gulf Hagas trails. Mr. Edwards will be traveling the Trail
across Maine this summer and he will undoubtedly be in touch with you. He plans to put up the
signs at Gulf Hagas while in this vicinity. It is, of course, too much of a job to try to carry them
with him and I had thought that perhaps the best arrangement would be for us to send these signs
to him in your care but have them left at The Hermitage. This would avoid the necessity for Mr.
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Edwards retracing his route with the signs from your camp back out to The Hermitage. I suppose
that the custodian of The Hermitage is usually there but if Mr. Edwards were to send you a card
in advance, you could telephone the custodian so that, if he were going to be away, he could put
the bundle of signs out where Mr. Edwards could find it when he comes along. This is quite a
large package of signs. To avoid any misunderstanding in this arrangement, it seems to me that it
might be well if you would write Mr. Edwards a note to the effect that the suggestion which I
have made will work out all right. His address is Mr. Sterling W. Edwards, Box 331, Silver
Spring, Maryland. He would send the signs on somewhere about June 1st.
There is one sign which it is very difficult to place and I am wondering if we might not send it to
you with the thought that you would have an opportunity to put it up at some time during the
season. It goes on the north shore of Long Pond where the blue-blazed trail to Gulf Hagas takes
off from the narrows. This is sign No. 86 and reads:
Pleasant River
Gulf Hagas Trail
Appalachian Trail

2.60 m.
2.96 m.
7.17 m.

We will send this sign separately, so that it will not be necessary to break open the large package
to get at it, in case you had an opportunity to put the sign up before Mr. Edwards arrives.
There are two other new signs, Nos. 96 and 97, which give the distances to your camps, to go up
on the Barren-Chairback Range, but Mr. Edwards will put up these signs, as he goes through on
the Trail.
I hope that later in the summer I shall have the pleasure of being at your camps.
We will, of course, send you the new Guidebook and additional copies of the map to post in your
camps as soon as they are available, which will be within the next two months.
Copy to Mr. Edwards:
This letter refers to signs Nos. 78, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 96, 97
March 16, 1938. Myron Avery to T. J. Stump and Son, Ashland City, Tennessee
Gentlemen:
You will recall that you have been supplying to the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club your Lively
Lad Weeders. The Bates College Outing Club, which maintains a section of The Appalachian
Trail in Maine, would like to try out this tool. Will you, therefore, send two of these weeders,
with two extra blades each, to
Professor W. H. Sawyer,
Bates College,
Lewiston, Maine
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with a bill for this equipment. The Bates Club will remit to you on receipt of this order and it will
be unnecessary for us to say that the payment of the bill for sending this equipment at our request
is guaranteed by us.
If the tool proves useful for conditions in Maine, it may open up further business for you.
Copy to Mr. Sawyer.
March 16, 1938. Myron Avery to Messrs. Barber and Ross, Washington, D.C.
Attention – Mr. Thomas
Gentlemen:
You will recall that you have supplied to the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club the Disston Brand
Pruning Shears with the 33 inch over all length. This is a special order. We would like to obtain
one-half dozen more shears. Four of these shears should be delivered to C. W. Williams, 5215
Kansas Avenue, N.W., and two should be sent to Professor W, H. Sawyer, Bates College,
Lewiston, Maine.
We are most anxious that these shears should reach Professor Sawyer during this month for use
in Trail work in Maine and 1 request that you ask the Disston Company to do everything
possible to expedite the order.
You will recall that in the past you have billed us at the rate of $2.75 a pair for these shears. The
bill for four of the shears should be sent to the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club and the bill for
two of the shears, plus any mailing charges, should be sent to the Bates Outing Club, c/o
Professor Sawyer.
If there is any difficulty with respect to this order, I wish you would let me know at once.
Copy to Mr. Sawyer
Mr. Williams
Charlie: These four shears should, I think, be kept for sale or special use and not put in with the
regular consignment. M. H. A.
March 16, 1938. Myron Avery to Wm. H. Sawyer, Jr.
Dear Sawyer:
I am glad to hear from you again. It is very much like spring down here now and turns one's
thoughts to trail travel.
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Dealing with the matter of the weeders and the pruning shears, I enclose copies of letters
handling this matter in what I thought would mean the least difficulty for all concerned. I trust
that the procedure will be entirely satisfactory.
We have had a piece of good fortune during the winter. A Mr. Sterling W. Edwards, of
Washington, has undertaken the ambitious and extensive job of making the required number of
board signs to complete the Trail in Maine--approximately a hundred signs. The next problem, of
course, is to get the signs put up and it would seem to me most desirable to take advantage of the
B.O.C. trip to have the signs on their section put up at that time. Accordingly, we are forwarding
to you in the very near future the signs in question.
There is one point which I wish you would impress upon the boys. The making of these signs
represents considerable labor and great care should be taken to put them up in a proper place,
conspicuously, and in a manner to assure permanence. The signs should be placed high enough
so that they cannot be ripped off by someone standing on the ground, and of course the necessary
bushes, limbs, etc. should be cleared away so that the sign at the beginning of the trail strikes
one's eye very conspicuously. We use the galvanized iron nails to prevent rust staining the board,
and about one-quarter of an inch of the nail should be left projecting. If there is not a
conspicuous tree, time should be taken to cut and set a post at the proper place. Too often people
putting up these board signs are disposed to put them away off of the trail at a convenient place
where they do not serve any useful purpose.
For the section continuing east beyond the Bates trail, we have sent the consignment to Helon
Taylor.
The signs which we are sending to you are as follow: Nos. 169, 170, 185, 186, 188, 189, 194,
195, 196, 190, 191, 192, 193. I am enclosing the sheets of the sign list so that there should be no
difficulty in determining exactly where they are to go. It might be desirable if you could check
them over at this time to see if there is any question. Use of the guidebook should make the
matter clear to the crew, in the event that any difficulty should arise in the field.
There are one or two signs that I want to comment on. Signs Nos. 169 and 170 will require the
taking up of a small post and a large rock cairn will have to be built around the signs which
should not be too high above the cairn because of the wind on top of Saddleback. These are at
the junction of the side trail and telephone line going down to the warden’s cabin. Signs Nos.
185 and 186 point north and south along Me. Highway 17, where there is an offset on the Trail,
as you will remember, of .1 m. Sign No. 188 is where the Trail leaves Me. Highway 17 [Avery
must have meant Highway 5] going to C Pond. As a matter of fact, we should have something on
this sign about C Pond Bluff. This was overlooked. I think that there is already a sign in place
where No. 185 is to go which points east on the Trail. Signs 194 and 195 go at the right angle
turn on the Trail at Learned’s Camp. Signs No. 189, 190, and 191 are where the tote-road from
Learned’s joins The Appalachian Trail. I enclose an additional copy of this letter which can go
into the field for the purpose of getting the signs put up.
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Mr. Edwards is planning to travel across the Trail in Maine this summer and he may get in touch
with you early in July to ascertain conditions after the B.O.C. work trip. Any help which you can
give him will be very much appreciated.
You asked me about the situation with respect to the CCC Camps in Maine. I saw Mr. Billings in
Augusta and he expects to get a side camp from the Bridgton Camp to build four more lean-tos
west of the Kennebec and possibly one on Moxie Bald. He said that he would try to help us on
incidental trail work in connection with the lean-to building, but I am not sure how much of that
we can count on. I also spoke about the necessity for building latrines and repairing the roofs on
the shelters already done. He said that he would care for this also. In view of the likelihood of the
Greenville Camp going out, I am afraid that we will not be able to get anything done in eastern
Maine. I have just noticed that the Whitefield Camp is to be dropped and this might mean that
the Greenville Camp is to be retained, which would be to our advantage.
Copy to Mr. Edwards
March 16, 1938. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor
Dear Helon:
I am enclosing a copy of a letter which I have written to Professor Sawyer, which explains the
sign situation. Consequently, I only need to list the signs which I am sending on to you. I thought
it advisable to have these go on now, as you will probably, during the summer, have an
opportunity to be at these various places and can put them up at your convenience.
The signs which I am sending to you are Nos. 151 and 152 for the Ledge House; Signs Nos. 153,
153-A and 153—B, where the Arnold Trail and the regular Appalachian Trail join on Mt.
Bigelow; sign No. 160 goes up at Bigelow Village, where one comes down onto the highway
from the north, after coming over Mt. Bigelow. Signs Nos. l6l and 162 go up where the Trail to
Sugarloaf leaves the highway. Signs 163 and 164 would go up where the Mt. Abraham side trail
would leave the Appalachian Trail. At the present time the only one which can go up is No. 163.
You will note that 165 and 166 go up on the south side of the bridge over Orbeton Stream while
167 and 168 go up on the north side.
I am a little in doubt about what to do with signs Nos. 144, 145, and 146, which should go up
where the Dead River and Arnold Trail routes separate west of Sterling's Camp. Mr. Sterling is
not a very good correspondent and I am not sure whether the best thing to do would be to send
these three on to you as well, on the chance that if you were not over in that section yourself, you
might get somebody else to put them up. We will wrap these three up separately and I will hold
them until I hear from you as to what to do.
One or two of these signs may duplicate some of the data contained on Stubbs' Forest Service
signs. That will not do any harm and will merely mean that we will have an additional sign
available in case anything happens to one.
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Mr. Edwards is planning to travel the Trail across Maine early this summer and when he gets
into your neighborhood, you will probably hear from him.
I hope you will have an opportunity to meet him along the Trail.
Copy to Mr. Edwards
March 19, 1938. Ralph Billings to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Since talking with you in Augusta, there has been some change in camp priorities so that it
appears now that the Greenville camp will be retained.
1000 man days were requested for construction of shelters, in the work plan of the Greenville
camp. In submitting the plan, I found that we did not have satisfactory maps for showing
proposed location of shelters. If you have such a map we would appreciate it very much if you
would be good enough to send one copy to the Region 7 office and one or two copies to Augusta
for State and Camp files.
March 22, 1938. Myron Avery to Ralph Billings
Dear Mr. Billings:
Your letter of March 19th, with respect to Greenville Camp, is very good news - at least to us.
As you ask, I have turned over copies of the maps to Mr. Keith Clark in Region 7 and have sent
you several of the 4 copies, covering the area from Katahdin to Kennebec River. We are now
printing new maps for the third edition of the Guidebook but these will undoubtedly serve your
present purposes.
Did I send you a blueprint showing dimensions on a type of shelter built by the CCC in
Pennsylvania? It has very good dimensions for the overhang and a really worthwhile feature is
the built-in section on the front reducing the opening and increasing the protection. We find it
very effective and I am suggesting that it might be well to try it out. (The wide chinking is a local
way of doing things and I don’t, of course, suggest that.) I will send you 3 more blueprints in
case you decide to try this style.
I will appreciate your keeping me informed.
cc Mr. Greene Mr. Sawyer Mr. Attwood Mr. Flynt
March 22, 1938. Myron Avery to Stanley B. Attwood
Dear Stanley:
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I enclose notice from the American Express Company to the effect that the package of paint,
markers and literature, sent collect to Shea (as agreed), jointly for the M.A.C. and B.O.C., hasn’t
been delivered. The trouble may be due to a lack of a street address. I assume that you will have
the matter cared for.
The letter, quoted below, from the Assistant Forester for the CCC, in Maine, Mr. R. E. Billings,
is good news.
"Since talking with you in Augusta, there has been some change in camp priorities so that
it appears now that the Greenville camp will be retained.
"1000 man days were requested for construction of shelters, in the work plan of the
Greenville camp. In submitting the plan, I found that we did not have satisfactory maps
for showing proposed location of shelters. If you have such a map we would appreciate it
very much if you would be good enough to send one copy to the Region 7 office and one
or two copies to Augusta for State and Camp files.”
The material which both of us furnished Mr. Coe for his booklet "Maine Invites You” seems to
have been to his satisfaction.
I assume you received the carbon of all the matter which I sent Greaton for his booklet on
Mountain Climbing. He wrote, saying that he had not had time to go through it but thought it
would be of much help to him. I should think it would be; at any rate, I spent considerable time
on it and it represents all I can do as well as evidencing our cooperation.
cc: Greene, Sawyer, Flynt
March 22, 1938. Robert Hicks, Bridgton CCC Camp, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
It is evident from the maps that you sent that we did make a mistake in the Trail from Pierce
Pond. We did follow out on the gravel road.
In seeking information at Sterling’s we were told that a new tote road was being built and were
led to believe that we would be right in following it. End of construction at that time was at the
junction of the road and trail. We supposed that being right according to our information the A.T.
trail followed the gravel and that blazes had been obliterated by construction.
Following from this it would be well to call special attention to this junction in the guide book as
the A.T. trail is confused by the gravel road.
The gravel road does however go close to the field at Sterling Farm and is in sight of the large
A.T. sign on the barn there.
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I regret the error that was made, but I hope that the situation regarding the Trail and road is now
clear.
{Copy Edwards, Martin, Taylor}
March 23, 1938. Alice Allen, Montclair, N.J., to Myron Avery
My dear Mr. Avery:The reason that our little expedition to the Maine woods in 1933 treated itself to a guide was that
you wrote to me that it would be very dangerous for us to attempt to go by ourselves, as we had
planned, since the Trail was not yet marked. We were very glad to have the information and
advice that you gave us and on the strength of it we asked Mr. Arnold to chaperone us from
Katahdin Iron Works to Togue Pond, by way of Katahdin. As there were three of us and the trip
took only six days, we felt that we could afford the luxury of a guide. I have taken a few day
trips with Mr. Arnold from his camp, usually with one or two others to share the expense, and
that is all the guiding I have ever had. So you see I am not the horrid capitalist that I seem to
have appeared.
After almost ten years I do not remember all the rocks and waterfalls that Mr. Arnold pointed out
in the Gulf. We went along the edge of the gorge, through the rough, looked into it from several
points, went down to the river and waded across it, inched along ledges and hopped stones up
and down the river and I don't think we missed many points of interest, with or without names.
When I saw Mr. Arnold last week I asked him about the four places you mentioned in your letter.
He said that he knew and had always known Indian Head and Hammond Street Pitch but that he
did not know Main and Little Jaws. You raise a fine question of definition in your implication
that a person does not know a thing unless he knows its name. I doubt if many people would
agree with you. I can imagine a clever gardener who could raise all sorts of flowers without
knowing their proper names. And there must be nice old ladies on Brooklyn Heights who know
every foot of the New York skyline without being able to name half a dozen of the buildings that
compose it, just as there are people on New Hampshire farms who know every curve and shadow
of their view without being able to tell you which mountain is which. - If no one who knew the
Gulf had time to go there with Mr. Greene, that is something quite different. Naturally it was just
as hard work for Mr. Green to work out the geography of the Gulf by himself as if no one else
had known it, and he certainly deserves great credit for doing it and for making a trail from
which the Gulf can be seen to advantage.
Thank you very much for the maps that you sent me. I am very glad to have them for ever since
our trip in 1933 I have been much interested in that region and I hope some time I can go back
there again. Most of our party had copies of the second edition of the Guide Book and I had
stupidly forgotten, as I only had the first edition myself, that theirs had maps. Mr. Gower was
always passing around maps and telling us about the geography and history of the country so
there was no lack of opportunity to know where we were and what was what. I had the old Guide
Book, the Katahdin Guide Book and the Survey Map of Katahdin and I was fairly familiar with
the trail anyway.
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I have always been extremely interested in the A.T. in Maine, as I think is proved by the fact that
I stirred up two friends to go over part of it with me before it was marked and that I have been on
two trips over parts of it since. To me the most charming and interesting part of the whole Trail,
as far as I know it, is the Crazy Horse Trail along Namahkanta Lake. I was fascinated by it the
first time we went over it and it seemed just as beautiful and just as amusing last summer. I hope
the Government will never have the chance to iron it out and make it sane and sensible for its
wandering about is half its charm.
It wasn't Mr. York's canoe and it was leaky - very. It belonged to a little camp on the West
Branch - probably of the Great Northern - and Mr. Arnold didn't telephone ahead for it. He just
seemed to know it was there in the extraordinary way that they do know things in the Maine
woods.
If you will read my letter to Miss Stephenson again-- if it isn't in the ashcan -- you will see that I
conceded the necessity of a bridge over the West Branch, as the said canoe was probably
dangerous. If it has to be so high and grand to withstand the Maine floods and storms, all right it's just one more distressing fact that we have to accept.
It would be very stupid if the A.T. did not follow old trails and wood roads. In her letter Miss
Stephenson said that it was mostly new and in my letter I said that much of it followed old trails
and wood roads. Just a question of fact and not at all to the discredit of the Trail. I have done
enough trail clearing in a mild way to know that it is awfully hard work and great fun. Mr.
Greene and the others who have worked on it deserve the greatest credit for their work but I'm
sure they had a mighty good time doing it!
Everything seemed to be going peacefully and tidily at Chimney Pond last summer. The lean to’s
looked strongly built and neat and suited to the surroundings. Certainly a great improvement
over, say, the Many Glacier Hotel. I have seen the havoc that the National Park Service has made
in Glacier Park with its too elegant horse trails and the motor road over Logan Pass, cutting a
great gash in the landscape, and the best thing I can wish for Katahdin is that the Government
will never come nearer than the C.C.C. road at the foot of the mountain.
March 23, 1938. Helon Taylor to Myron Avery:
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have not as yet received the signs you mentioned in your letter of Mar. 16th but there is no
hurry for I can not put them up for over a month yet. If you wish to send me the ones that go at
Pierce Pond I will see that they are put up. I have plenty of paint and markers to start with.
We have a tough proposition on Little Bigelow. They have logged both ends of this and filled the
trail full of brush. It would be harder to clear than to cut a new trail. My idea would be to
relocate the trail, use the logging roads where possible, follow the crest more where there is no
timber and come into the main trail right under the Old Man’s Face instead of half way down the
mountain. This will mean a slight change in the guide book and will shorten the distance a little.
The starting point will be the same.
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The rest of the trail should be in good condition except for a few blowdowns which I will clear
out as soon as the snow is gone. I will also remark the section from Reddington Pond to
Spaulding Mt.
I hope I will have the pleasure of meeting Mr. Edwards this summer and by August when Mr.
Cutler and party comes I hope our section of trail will be in fine shape. Let me know what you
think of relocating on Little Bigelow.
{Copy Stubbs, Attwood, Edwards}
March 25, 1938. Myron Avery to Maine Highway Department
Gentlemen:
You will perhaps recall that the map used in the center of The Silver Aisle is a portion of a
Maine Highway map on which we have plotted the route of The Appalachian Trail. I have sent to
you previously copies of this publication, but for convenient reference in connection with this
letter, I am forwarding an additional copy. This map is a portion of a very large map some three
feet wide, which bears the legend "State Highway Commission, Maine, Revised 1935”. It may
have been a print from your working tracing of the highway maps. It contains a notation
"Revised to June, 1935”.
I cannot recall at this moment how we obtained the map but I believe that two copies were sent
to us, one to be retained and one to plot on the Trail route for your records. We should like to
make use of the map in the forthcoming issue of Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine. We
had thought of using this edition which bears the notation of being corrected to June, 1935. I
should like to ascertain whether there is a later edition, and if so, if you would find it possible to
forward to me a copy of the same size map in question.
March 28, 1938. Kevin M. Carroll, Bronx, N.Y., to Miss Marion Park, the Appalachian
Trail Conference. [Hand-written]
Dear Miss Park:
I am very sorry to bother you again but there is some further information that I wish you could
give me. Here’s my story in a nutshell.
Definite arrangements to lead a party of members of the Adirondack Mt. Club over a section of
the A.T. in Maine this summer, have been made by me. I have planned the trip to take place
probably in the latter part of August. The route is to be from the point where the Trail crosses
State Highway 4 several miles south of Rangeley Me. to Mt. Katahdin, a distance of slightly less
than two hundred miles exclusive of side trips. We expect to cover about fifteen miles a day (of
course the group will be composed of experienced hikers) in order to travel comfortably.
As a source of information for getting in touch with the owners of sporting camps along the Trail
to arrange overnight lodging and board, I was depending on the list of camps which is to be
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included in the third edition of the Guide to the A.T. in Maine. I received your card today stating
that distribution of the Guide could not be accomplished before June. This, I am afraid, may be
too late to secure adequate accommodations at some of the overnight stops. The size of the party
also must obviously be regulated by the available accommodations en route. Consequently I am
writing to inquire whether you know of any other source from which I may obtain a list of these
camps, their P. O. addresses, rates, etc. Thank you very much for your trouble and time which I
have already caused you.
March 28, 1938. Buck Sherman, Auburn, Maine, to Myron Avery, Lubec, Maine. [Handwritten]
Dear Sir:
I understand you are the one who makes the Geological Survey maps.
As I am an airplane pilot and am doing quite a bit of flying in and out of the various lakes and
ponds of Maine I would like to obtain some of these maps as I have seen some of them and I
think they are great as they give the lakes, ponds, tote roads and trails.
Would you please let me know how much these maps would cost me and how they come, that is,
how large and what section they take in.
If they aren’t too expensive I would like a complete set of the state.
March 31, 1938. Lucius Barrows, Chief Engineer, State Highway Commission, Augusta,
Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have your letter of March 25.
I think the plan we sent you was a print of our working tracing for the 1935 route map. I do not
think we have made many changes but I am sending under separate cover a similar print of the
1937 map, which is the last one we have published.
March 23, 1938 (Copy in Guidebook Folder; Copy in File 41-Maine; Original M. Dorsey)
CORRECTIONS
FOR FOURTH EDITION OF
MAINE GUIDEBOOK
(Corrections on first two pages of original draft were made on Third Edition in March, 1938)
Page 3: April 3rd, not April 3.
Page 6: Close up G.N.P. Rewrite this page?
Page 39: FOR Katahdin should be OF
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Page 109, 10th line: Change “Lake” to “the lake”.
Page 126, 9th line: Before “Saddle” insert “The”.
Page 166, 21st line: Before “Narrows” insert “Mosquito”
Page 167, 5th line: Omit “Railroad”
Page 9: Make clear that these are distances along A.T., including (?) or excluding (?) side trails.
****
Page 159 – 3rd paragraph—Write “Maine” as “Me.”
Page 147 – Write Gulf Hagas as small letters underlined.
Page 142 – State where obtain permit.
{12 – Incorporate note on [?] and space in Rainbow Lake.}
{20 – Heavy type}
{149 – Line 6. Change “tote-road” to “road.}
Page 1a.
Page

CORRECTIONS FOR MAINE GUIDE

171 – First paragraph: “fine view” is repeated; “Trail leads”
170 – “feet” should be “ft.”
241 – “feet” should be “ft.”
177 – Fill in blank for CCC Road.
224 – line 14 – “Bemis Camp” should be “Camp Bemis”.
259 – Outlying Camp (2 places) should be small letter.
_____________

Check Reddington spelling in all places and all maps to see if one or two “ds” used.
_____________
In index, periods to go in parentheses after “see” phrases.
p. 168 8th line: After “route from” insert “Moxie”
p. 171 4th line from bottom: Change “Roundtop” to “Round Top”.
p. 175. 33rd line: Change “Roundtop” to “Round Top”.
p. 180. 6th line: Before “Sugarloaf” insert “Mt.” After “Spaulding” change “Mtns. to “Mtn.”
p. 181. 8th line: Spell out “Sandy River and Rangeley Lakes Railroad”.
p. 182. next to last line: Spell out “Sandy River and Rangeley Lakes Railroad”.
p. 194. 18th line: Change “Sawyer Mtn.” to “Sawyers Mtn.”
19th line: Change “Sawyer Brook” to “Sawyers Brook”.
p. 195. 27th line: Change “Sawyer” to “Sawyers”.
33rd line: Change “Sawyer” to “Sawyers”.
p. 197. 22nd line: Strike out “Andover is 5.7 m. to left.”
25th line: After “Trail.” insert “Andover is 5.7 m. to left.”
p. 199. Uprooted?
p. 200. 2nd line: Change “MTN.” to “MOUNTAIN”.
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Last line: Change “A.T.” to “The Appalachian Trail”.
p. 210. 31st line: Change “Grafton Notch Forest Service Campground” to “Maine Forest Service
Grafton Notch Campground”.
p. 208. 6th and 7th lines: Change “Grand Trunk” to “Canadian National (Grand Trunk)”
p. 211. 7th line from bottom: Change “Grafton Notch Forest Service” to “Maine Forest Service
Grafton Notch”.
p. 213. 7th line: Change “Shelter” to “Lean-to”.
p. 218. 10th line from bottom: Change “Sawyer Brook” to “Sawyers Brook”.
p. 236. 6th line from bottom: Change “Roundtop” to “Round Top”.
p. 238. Caption: After “Village” insert “(Me. Highway 16)”
24th line: Enclose “Joe Farm” in quotation marks.
p. 243. 17th line: Before “Bald” insert “Moxie”.
30th and 31st lines: After “Troutdale” strike out “Railroad”.
p. 244. 18th line: Before “Bald” insert “Moxie”.
p. 246. 5th line: Before “Bald” insert “Moxie”.
17th line: Before “Brook” change “Mtn.” to “Mountain”.
p. 247. 19th line. Change “B. & A. R.R.” to “Bangor and Aroostook Railroad”.
p. 250. 1st line: Change “lumbercamp” to “lumber camp”
p. 264. Caption: Change “Maher” to “Mahar”.
18th line: Change “Maher” to “Mahar”.
p. 265. 25th line: Change “Maher” to “Mahar”.
29th line: Change “Maher” to “Mahar”.
p. 266. Caption, 2nd line, 24th line: Change “Maher” to “Mahar”.
16th line: After “Pollywog” change “Brook” to “Stream”.
p. 270. 15th and 16th lines: Change “G.N.P. Co.’s Greenville-Ripogenus Road,” to “MillinocketGreenville Road which it leaves”
p. 273. 5th and 6th lines: Change “wire suspension bridge” to “Nesowadnehunk Cable Bridge”
p. 274. 4th from bottom: Change “Millinocket-Nesowadnehunk” to “Millinocket-Greenville”.
p. 275. 3rd and 4th lines: Change “Millinocket-Nesowadnehunk” to “Millinocket-Greenville”.
p. 279. 14th line: After “ridge” strike out comma.
p. 280. 4th line from bottom: Change “Carrying Place Brook” to “Carrying Place Stream”.
{Insert footnote; 290 same}
p. 281. 20th line: 1st word: Strike out “East”.
p. 292. 13th and 17th lines: Strike out “East”.
3rd line from bottom: Change “Brook” to “Stream”.
p. 294. 10th and 11th lines: Change “Millinocket-Nesowadnehunk” to “Millinocket-Greenville”.
24th line: Change “the cable bridge: to “Nesowadnehunk Cable Bridge”
p. 296. 6th line: Change “Rainbow Lake Trail” to “Nesowadnehunk-Rainbow Trail”.
3rd line from bottom: Change “Cable bridge” to “Nesowadnehunk Cable Bridge”.
p. 297. 9th and 22nd lines: Change “Tote-road” to “Road”.
p. 299.12th, 13th, 15th lines, under second caption, 4th, 7th, 11th, 20th lines: Change “Tote-road”
to “Road”
p. 300. 2nd, 3rd, 4th lines: Change “Tote-road” to “Road”.
p. 304. Caption: Strike out “Mt.”
p. 306. 2nd line: Strike out “Village”.
p. 310. 3rd line: Change “Millinocket-Nesowadnehunk Road” to “Millinocket-Greenville Road”.
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6th line: After “Nesowadnehunk” insert “Cable”.
16th line: Change “Maher” to “Mahar”
35th line: Change “Tote-road” to “Road”.
p. 311. Next to last line: Change “Roundtop” to “Round Top”.
pp. 68, 88, 89. Revise references to Tracey’s trail.
p. 179. Get Gray’s first name.
{Add under Bibliography Walcott Cutler More About Grafton Wings of Love. March, 1938.
X Insert pp. N.Y. Guide}
MAINE GUIDE CORRECTIONS
1. Introduction: Add note as in New England Guide, as to theory on which Guide was prepared.
P. 15—Improve language
Query: Is 25.9 m. correct distance from Millinocket to Katahdin Stream?
P. 49, line 10: Insert “Bangor, Me.”
p. 187 – Insert Houghton Truck Road distance
Retype pp. 5 and 6 to get larger type.
Retype p. 10 (Blurred)
Retype p. 12 to incorporate footnote.
Care for numbering of p. 31.
Correct Maher on pp. 264, 265, 266 Index List of Contents.
March, 1938
P0SSIBLE TRAIL C0RRECTIONS FOR MAINE GUIDEBOOK
1. Include viewpoint on Fourth (Barren-Chairback Range) Mtn. in data.
2. Changes from Chadwick’s to York’s camps - relocation (?) in trail in 1937 near White Brook.
3. Route along Logan Brook and change references to mileage markers in data.
4. Write "passable by automobile".
5. Include reference to all lean-tos subsequently built since 1937.
6. Reference to bridge on Frye Brook over The Churn (bridge upturned?).
7. Revision of trail description on Mahoosuc Range; re-measure trail.
8. Underline Section “South to North” etc.
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9. New form: Asterisks and statement re "Detailed Trail data are”; elaborate generalized account
of Trail route in each section.
10. Form of word "cross-country".
11. Spelling of word "Maher" on headings, etc.
12. Measurements on Kokadjo-B Pond Road (p. 142-change 19 to 19.4 m,).
13. Page 175 - Insert data for Cascades Trail (2.65 m,).
14. Page 34, line 1: change Northern Peaks to North Peaks.
15. Katahdin Chapter - Change estimated distances to accord with exact distances. (See detailed
list of trails to be measured at Katahdin,)
16. Check description Kennebec River to Pierce Pond.
{17. Change data as to junctions Arnold Trail to dead River route.}
March, 1938
WORK REQUIRED ON APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
South to North
1. Speck Pond Shelter (A.M.C.) needs repair.
2. Baldpate Mtn.; Trail between Me. Highway 26 and Grafton Notch Shelter needs clearing and
better marking. On east slope the old wood road needs reclearing with a type of tool able to cut
out small growth and raspberry bushes.
3. Log bridge over The Churn on Frye Brook, (uprooted) to be restored.
4. From Andover-B Hill Road trail by Surplus Pond and over Spruce Mtn. and down Mountain
Brook needs to be recleared, same as No. 2, because of lumbering operations.
5. Is there a 3 m. marker nearer the Squirrel Rock Lean-to which is at 3.05 m. from Me. Highway
16?
6. Construction of a side trail to Elephant Mtn.
7. Elephant Mtn. Shelter needs cleaning up of slash left there. Sign to be placed at junction with
side trail to lean-to with A.T. Shelter also requires work to correct leaks in roof.
8. Many additional cairns required on Mt. Saddleback, particularly to mark trail where it enters
scrub on west end of Mountain.
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9. Slash around Saddleback Mtn. Shelter to be cleaned up.
10. At A.T, crossing of Highway 17, on the sign, distance to Elephant Mtn. Shelter should be
changed from “8.92" to "5.62 m.”
11. Trail connection with Houghton Ponds Truck Road needs to be cleared up so that Trail
leaves road at 3.05 m. from Me. Highway 4, as per Guidebook, and not at end of truck road.
Much fallen timber on this section of 1.5 m. not cleared in 1936.
12. Build shelter on Spaulding Mtn. at clearing made by Hicks’ crew in 1937 at spring, 8 m.
from Bigelow Village.
13. Bigelow Mtn.: Requires much work on Little Bigelow Mtn. and on main A.T.
from Me. Highway
to East Peak; to remark and reclear trail following 1936-7 lumber
operations.
14. Roofs on all shelters require more or less work due to cracking and warping of slabs on roofs.
15. Build latrines for Grafton, Frye Brook, Elephant, Sabbath Day, Piazza Rock, Saddleback,
Sugarloaf, Bigelow Col, Horns Ponds, and Cold Stream Lean-tos.
16. Build lean-tos on Arnold Trail Route at Jerome Brook and Carrying Place Brook.
17. Blue-blaze and clear the side trail at Piazza Rock Lean-to,
18. Have signs (supplied by Maine Forest Service) designating public campsite been put up on
each shelter?
19. Remove any confusion as paint out gravel road marking on Pierce Pond Tote-road reported
in 1936 by Hicks. Was old marking at Moxie Pond and on Carry Ponds Tote-road removed by
Me. Forest Service Patrolman Martin?
20. Has fork .1 m. south of Surplus Pond, reported by Dr. Robert B. Sosman as badly marked,
been corrected?
21. Lean-tos on Hunt Trail, Penobscot West Branch, Nahmakanta and Rainbow to be made
public campsites.
March , 1938

TRAILS TO BE MEASURED AT KATAHDIN

1. Baxter Peak Cut-Off
2. Cathedral
3. Northwest Basin
4. Klondike
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*****
Abol and Sandbank Unmeasured

*****

5. Doubletop Mtn.
6. Sentinel Mtn.
7. South Branch Trail
8. Wassataquoick Tote-road from Stacyvllle to New City Campground.
(Note that in North Peaks trail data and Wassataquoik Lake Trail distance from Turner Brook to
trail over footbridge at south end of flowage has been estimated as .05 m.
Trail direct from Hamlin Peak to The Saddle Trail estimated at .75 m. Where does it fork from
Caribou Spring Trail?
April 3, 1938. Stanley B. Attwood, President; Emmie B. Whitney, Secretary, to Maine
Alpine Club Members
Dues of $1 for 1938 now payable to any of club officers.
You have been invited to attend the Stanton Bird Club guest night at Chase Hall, Bates College,
Monday evening, April 4. Colored motion pictures “Down the River to Pores”.
Dan Wight, fire warden on Old Speck seven years, has moved to Auburn and applied for
membership. Since no meeting is scheduled immediately, I have written him his application was
accepted and have no doubt he will prove a very valuable member.
Mrs. Merle R. Adams of North Hartford has offered to guide the club on any trips in the Peru,
Sumner, Hartford area.
The president has been asked to speak at a Maine Development Commission meeting at Augusta,
April 29, when he proposes to tell what the club can do and what the commission can do to help
the club.
A list of mountains, compiled this winter, has been placed in the hands of our treasurer, Everett F.
Greaton, and he is convinced the State will publish it in booklet form. It included:
1. Alphabetical list of all named mountains, many of the hills, with the location by
township and county, height of summit and base.
2. List, arranged according to height of summit, of all named mountains and hills 1,000
feet or more.
3. List, arranged according to amount of climb (elevation of summit minus elevation of
base), 1,000 feet or more.
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4. List by counties and townships, showing elevation of summit.
5. List of U.S.G.S. quadrangle maps showing townships on each.
6. List of townships, showing on what U.S.G.S. quadrangles they may be found. (Index
to quadrangle.)
The President plans to recommend further State appropriations to continue the mapping of Maine
in co-operation with the U. S. Geological Service; also the appointment of a committee with
authority to handle the nomenclature of Maine geography.
The committee on trips, including Geraldine Morrison, Margaret Merry, Gail Whitehouse, J. M.
Noy, and E. L. Penley, met March 27 and drew up the following list from which 1938 trips will
be selected:
Spring trip or trips to Baldpate, work on both ends. Put up signs at The Churn, Cataracts, Flume.
Fall trip over Baldpate.
Aziscohos Overnight, Stay at U. W. P. Co. barracks, view over entire Rangeley Lake region
from summit.
Bald in Woodstock and Speckled in Peru. Erect signs.
Bald in Washington Plantation. Erect sign.
Old Speck
Ragged Jack or Saddleback in Hartford.
Silver mine near Bryant Pond, or lead mine or mica mine in Andover.
Into Byron Notch from Weld to prospect for new trail to Tumbledown with the idea of
eliminating the long walk necessary on present trail.
Table Rock and erect signs at Screw Auger, The Jail, Moose Cave, Mother Walker’s Falls on
Bear River, Grafton Notch.
Speckled in Stoneham
East and West Royce
King Ravine via Valley Way and Short Line from Appalachian Station near Ravine House on the
road west from Gorham, N. H.
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Tuckerman’s Ravine Mt. Washington. If sufficient interest, trip on Sunday April 17 when
Harvard-Dartmouth ski meet scheduled. Leave Auburn 7 a.m.
The President would like to have the chairman of the trails committee call a meeting soon to list
definitely signs to be erected this Spring.
EVEN AFTER ALL THIS, 1938 DUES STILL PAYABLE.
April 4, 1938. Stanley B. Attwood to Myron Avery
Friend Myron:
Check for $12.50 enclosed for Polar Cub sleeping bag, as I am accepting your recommendation.
If there is anything special about its use you can tell me would appreciate a line. I have no doubt
Mr. Penley and his father also will want them but the elder Penley, with Yankee caution, is
waiting to get a look at mine.
Our trails committee has about 22 signs listed for erection but whether will get to all of them or
not is a question.
When I go to Augusta April 29 for Maine Development Commission program meeting I intend
to touch on signs, mountain booklets, river pollution, national forest land. I suggest you write
Greaton, with a request it to be read at that time, statement on ATC position on national park for
Katahdin region, and something about desirability of acquiring land bordering AT. I believe
everything possible should be done to establish State or National Forest to include the Mahoosuc
Range. I think you are the one with knowledge enough to present these matters forcefully.
If you think it would appear strange for you to write anything for this meeting, it would be
entirely all right to say you are acting on my suggestion.
I don’t know how Baxter fits with the M.D.C. but perhaps it would be well to handle the
Katahdin matter very diplomatically, as I am sure Baxter is sincere in what he is trying to do.
I haven’t seen Wight as yet so I guess he’s busy getting settled.
Best regards to W. Watson, P.P.*
*Professor of phonomics
April 5, 1938. Myron Avery to Kevin M. Carroll, Bronx, New York
Dear Mr. Carroll:
Miss Park has handed to me your letter of March 28th. I shall be very glad to try and help you
with your particular problem. It happens that two years ago I took a Potomac Appalachian Trail
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Club party over the Trail in Maine and the data contained in the mimeographed notice of our trip
may be helpful to you.
You will note that the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club trip was from Monson to Millinocket.
This worked out pretty well on the trail connections and with the additional days at the most
interesting places, seemed quite ample. You certainly should plan to stop an extra day at Joe
Mary, the Gulf, and Nahmakanta. I am occasionally in New York and I shall be glad to discuss
this matter with you. As a matter of fact, the second edition of the Maine Guide and The Silver
Aisle (which we are sending you) together with the information contained in the article on
Mountains of Western Maine should provide enough information for you. The camp proprietors
will not get in until May for the spring fishing and I can assure you that you need have no fear of
any difficulty in making reservations as late as May.
By beginning your trip at Rangeley, you will, at the very outset, encounter a rather difficult
section of trail in the traverse over Saddleback, Spaulding, and Bigelow. The sections thereafter
will be considerably easier. We have also send to you, under separate cover, a portion of the
manuscript as prepared last year, giving data from the Kennebec River to the Maine- New
Hampshire Line, with a carbon list of the location of the sporting camps along the route. There
have been two changes since the second edition of the Guidebook. Macdonald's White House
Camps are now operated by W. H. Myshrall, and York's Long Pond Camps by Earl W. Perham.
I think you will find our itinerary from Monson to Katahdin entirely satisfactory. Burns and
Boudreau have sold their camp to Chadwick, of First West Branch Ponds, Kokadjo, Maine, and
special arrangements have to be made for its occupancy. The cost is $4.50 a day but instead of
splitting up your party between this outlying camp and Chadwick's main camps, you could easily
go to his main camps at less expense.
I appreciate the abilities of your party, but it occurred to me that in the light of what I have said,
you might deem it advisable to save the section from the Kennebec River to the New Hampshire
Line for another year, or at least put it at the end of your trip. Between the Kennebec and
Katahdin you will find that all of the sporting camps will be able to accommodate a party as
large as fifteen. There are one or two places which limit the size, such as at Dore's and Dudley's
cabin at Chimney Pond. If you should decide to start at Maine Highway 4 suggest that you get in
touch with one of the members of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club there, Mr. Gordon Hunt,
Rangeley, Maine. You will note the itinerary. You could use Sargent’s Camps (limited
accommodations) for the first day. At Bigelow Village you could arrange to have a car take you
to Stratton Village. If you went by the Arnold Trail Route, the Ledge House, then East Carry
Pond and Pierce Pond Camps would be your next stop. It is a very long trip from Moxie Pond to
Blanchard and you would arrange through C. C. Simpson at Monson for automobile
transportation to Monson. I think you would find it preferable to go that way than the Dead River
Route.
It is unnecessary for me to say that I shall be very glad to assist you in making arrangements.
You could accomplish much if there is an opportunity to discuss the matter when I am next in
New York. In the interval, the material which I have sent will give you a considerable start
towards a solution of your problems.
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April 5, 1938. Myron Avery to George Martin, Caratunk, Maine
Dear Mr. Martin:
You may remember that when I saw you in Maine on the Trail two years ago, you volunteered to
remove some of the paint blazes around the Carry Ponds and at Moxie Pond, by reason of the
change of the route. 1 have just discovered that we have another problem. Last year Mr. Hicks,
as indicated in his letter of March 22nd, which I am enclosing, put the paint blazes on the gravel
road instead of on the old Pierce Pond Tote-road. This is a very serious matter, because of the
conflict with the guidebook and the maps.
We are most anxious to have this error corrected and because of your former interest, I had
thought that I would write to you to ask if, in the spring, if we sent you some paint, both black
and white, you would have the old white marks restored and the white blazes along the gravel
road taken out. It would be very important to have these blazes prominent, so as to show that the
Trail crosses the gravel road and does not follow it.
Copy to Edwards, Stubbs, Taylor, Attwood
April 5, 1938. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor
Dear Helon:
I have received your letter of March 16th. We were waiting to hear from you about whether or
not we should include the Pierce Pond signs. Now that we have word from you on this,
Mr. Edwards will send the signs to you shortly. What you write about the situation on Little
Bigelow seems to me most desirable. I know it will please Mr. Stubbs, because he had earlier
suggested a location more on the crest where there is no timber. I have always wondered why the
connection was made so low down on the mountain, with so much descent, rather than trying to
bring the Little Bigelow Trail into the other route right at the Old Man’s Face. It would be a great
improvement.
The only thing that bothers me about it and that is always going to be the situation whenever
there are changes is that it means that the guidebook description and the map will be in error.
This is, however, a small matter and of course you will put the new signs up at the place where
the relocated trail comes in. Whether we can get any help from the CCC in clearing out the trail
after you spot the new route is problematical. 1 spoke to Mr. Billings about this thing particularly
in view of the fact that it was a job that was passed up last year, so as to make a good reason for
going back to clear it out again. After you have gone over the situation and get the changed route
spotted, you might let me know and we will try to see what Mr. Billings can do in the way of
getting it thoroughly cleared. You might sometime estimate how much farther up the changed
junction will be over the present one.
You may hear from Mr. Stubbs also about this, as I am sending him a copy of your letter and a
copy of mine. If there is anything you need in this connection, you will of course let us know.
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Copy to Edwards, Stubbs, Attwood
April 6, 1938. Myron Avery to J. F. Smith, Bangor and Aroostook Railroad
Dear Mr. Smith:
You will recall that you told me when I was in Bangor that you would be glad to mail out copies
of this issue of In the Maine Woods, if I would send you the addresses. I think that it would be
very desirable to have the officers of The Appalachian Trail Conference know of this publication.
By reason of their contacts with the various organizations, they can give this publication
considerable publicity. I attach a list. Will you also send a copy to Miss Marion Park, 5814 Sixth
Street, N.W,, Washington, D.C., Miss Jean Stephenson, The Conard, Washington, D.C., Mr,
Edward B, Ballard, National Park Service, Washington, D.C., and Mr. Ernest Dench, Ho-ho-kus,
New Jersey.
If you could send to me at the United States Maritime Commission, Washington, D.C., half a
dozen copies, I would see that they are used to good advantage.
1938. LIST TO RECEIVE IN THE MAINE WOODS
Richard Westwood, Nature Magazine, 1214 — 16th Street, N.W., Washington, D.C.
Miss Harlean James, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D.C.
Mrs. Mary Jo Williams, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D.C.
Walter D. Greene, 3323 - 212th Street, Bayside, Long Island, New lark.
F. F. Schuetz, 233 Broadway, New York City.
Thomas D. Cabot, 77 Franklin Street, Boston, Massachusetts.
William P. Fowler, 60 State Street, Boston, Massachusetts.
Lawrence I. Grinnell, 1160 Park Avenue, New York City.
Irving Meredith, 67 Martin Road, Milton, Massachusetts.
Henry S. Hall, Jr., 154 Coolidge Hill, Cambridge, Massachusetts.
Charles W. Blood, Barristers Hall, Boston, Massachusetts.
Christine L. Reid, 14 Hawthorn Road, Brookline, Massachusetts.
Douglas M. Burckett, 40 Trinity Place, Boston, Massachusetts.
Charles W. Morse, 73 Walker Street, Atlantic, Massachusetts.
Henry B. Cross, Jr., 415 Brook Street, Providence, Rhode Island.
Robert W. Morgan, Millbrook Road, Wayland, Massachusetts.
Z. Carleton Staples, 31 Woodleigh Road, Dedham, Massachusetts.
Joseph Soliday, 141 Highland Street, Dedham, Massachusetts.
Miss Ruth Hardy, 35 Garden Place, Brooklyn, New York.
Arthur Stupka, Great Smoky Mountains National Park, Gatlinburg, Tennessee.
H. G. Avery, Lubec, Maine (two copies)
Stanley B. Attwood, Box 165, Lewiston, Maine.
Warren M. Watson, 608 Woodward Building, Washington, D.C.
Clair Sawtelle, Mahwah, New Jersey.
All these people are excellent prospects.
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April 7, 1938. Gordon Hunt, Rangeley, Maine, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
I will drop you a few lines to let you know how things are progressing here. I received the box of
Trail Supplies in good order and am looking forward to using some of them this season.
It will no doubt be the latter part of May before the snow will be gone in the woods to the extent
of trail work. There is a good thirty six inches of snow at present and isn’t melting very fast.
I wonder what the possibilities are of starting the side trail on to Abraham this year. If it comes
so that Helon could put in a day or so perhaps I could arrange to help him.
There is another little mountain, Beaver, on the section West of Route 4—this mountain is a very
excellent proposition for a short side trail at some future time. The side trail could start at the
point where the main trail leaves the Houghton T.T., going to the north and ascending the south
slope of the mountain. This mountain if I remember correctly is some 3900 feet high and the
altitude at the start of the proposed side trail is about 2200 feet. When the main trail and shelters
are in good order I think this suggestion might be worthy of further investigation. The view from
the top of Beaver is excellent but of course does not compare with Sugarloaf or Saddleback.
I think of nothing more at the moment but will keep you posted as to the conditions of snow etc.
so that work may be started as soon as feasible.
Copy: Helon Taylor, W. H. Sawyer (2)
April 8, 1938. Myron Avery to Lucius D. Barrows, Maine Highway Department
Dear Mr. Barrows:
1 have received the 1937 print of your working tracing of the Maine map forwarded to me in
keeping with your letter of March 31st.
I note a number of revisions since the 1935 issue on which we had plotted the Trail. While we
have sent to you from time to time revisions of several of your highway maps, we had not
corrected this large working tracing. I thought it would be desirable, therefore, to forward to you
a copy which I had corrected, so that you can take off the data exactly. When you have done so,
will you kindly return this to me at the United States Maritime Commission? You will note that
we have added the names of several peaks and inserted the peaks. I do not know whether these
names go on this tracing but they would be useful for reference purposes.
April 8, 1938. Myron Avery to Stanley B. Attwood
Dear Stan:
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Replying in detail to your letter of April 4th. Your sleeping bag will be mailed in a day or so. I
thought it preferable to mail it to you myself, paying the postage, as, except in special
circumstances, and I take this to be well justified, Mr. Phillips’ $12.50 rate is strictly for Potomac
Appalachian Trail Club members. As to the Penleys’, I suggested to Mr. Watson that the order
could be placed through him rather than my buying too many bags. You see what the situation is.
I do not think of any specific caution to give you about the use of the bag, except to point out that
the cloth is only water resistant and you will have to have either a poncho or a tent floor under it.
I have read with very considerable interest the bulletin about the Maine Alpine Club activities
and appreciate your sending it to me. Your Sign Committee is most active. If these signs to the
various peaks which you are putting up can escape vandalism, they will be a real contribution.
The Katahdin system--off The Appalachian Trail--certainly needs signing.
****
I think it is very fine that you will have the opportunity to present the viewpoint of the hiking
clubs at Augusta on April 29th before the Maine Development Commission. I appreciate that
you know the local situation and had good reason for suggesting that it would be most effective
to have me write to Greaton. However, under the circumstances, I have a feeling that better
results could be accomplished if the comments which I wish to make--assuming that you are of
the same mind--seem to come from you. Accordingly, I am going to venture several expressions
of opinion.
I would suggest that you emphasize the increase in outing clubs in Maine, dwelling on your own
organization and the contribution which it is making in the way of putting up signs on
miscellaneous peaks. You can call attention to the lack of signs at Katahdin. (In fact, if it were
not for the expense involved which seems to be beyond the budget of any interested organization,
I could in a little while prepare a list of all the needed signs for that area.) It would be most
helpful if you could boost The Appalachian Trail considerably. As you know--probably by
reason of my own mistakes (or otherwise)--I have never been able to make much progress with
the Maine Development Commission. We asked in vain for help in financing the Guidebook and
getting out The Silver Aisle. As you know, it was only the volunteer contributions of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club and the cooperation of the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad which made
possible that publication. We desperately need help in financing the 400 page, 9 map, third
edition of the Maine Guide which is now in the process of publication, but we realize it is useless
to try to do anything.
Of late, as you know, Mr. Greaton has been most cooperative. He has placed references to the
trail in his booklets and in return I thought that we did a pretty good job in supplying him with
material on his mountain booklet. In this connection, you might exhibit The Silver Aisle, copies
of which were sent to the Commission, pointing out that this has been distributed gratis, with an
edition of four thousand. Incidentally, Greaton purchased a thousand. The price was only for the
extra thousand and not in proportion, which made it far cheaper but did not cut down our original
cost. The advantages of The Appalachian Trail in being marked and maintained and with shelters
should be emphasized.
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The State of Vermont issues books on its Long Trail which scenically and as far as quality is
concerned is inferior to the Trail in Maine. The Federal Government has contributed materially
towards its improvement and maintenance. It is up to the State to recognize it, publicize it as an
asset, and press it as far as possible. (Frankly, I have felt that, due to the political complexion of
the Development Commission, they were more interested in projects in which they could obtain
full credit.) Mt. Stobie has been particularly cold to the project. I had a feeling that people felt
that we must have an axe to grind and could not conceive that our purposes were purely altruistic
and solely for the benefit of the project. If they realized that we are not feathering our nest in any
way and that it was a real contribution to the State, their attitude might be otherwise. Certainly
our efforts to get direct help have been very discouraging. The bridle and ski trail people
received far more.
This trail situation can be put up in a very diplomatic way, pointing out what an asset it is for
hiking groups. You can emphasize the fact that in addition to The Appalachian Mountain Club
party at Flagstaff, the Adirondack Club from New York City is sending a party over the Trail this
year. The Appalachian Mountain Club has had parties on several different years as well as the
Potomac Appalachian Trail Club. This is apart from the individuals and small groups.
There is another situation which causes a great deal of difficulty. The State spends a great deal of
money inducing people to come to Maine for vacation and up until two or three years ago,
adopted what I thought was a somewhat dishonest policy--at least, it was far from frank. This
situation ties in with the Guide Laws. As you know, the lean-tos on the Trail in Maine are public
campsites and exempt from this. Even if the non-resident complies with the Guide Statute, he is
still subject to a fine--and this applies to the Guide as well--because he does not obtain the
permission of the landowner before building a fire. In practice, this is impossible. While there are
few prosecutions growing out of this. It is an unfortunate situation and shows the results of
conflicting policies. Publicity to get people into the State and into the woods and subjecting these
to possible serious liabilities is certainly unfortunate. The situation was made worse when, in
1931, I think, someone inserted the category of camping to fishing and hunting as requiring the
employment of a Guide. The Commission might be persuaded to back a more liberal policy. Mr.
Stobie's Department might remove the category of camping for the requirement of employment
of a Guide. For the last two years the publications of the State have been more frank in affording
publicity to this requirement, although it is a decided handicap and drawback.
You might also point out the need for finishing the topographic map program of the State which
has been suspended since 1931 or 1933. This is on a cooperative basis, and if the state would
appropriate $5,000, the Government would match this and the work be continued. These maps
have real commercial value.
At one time, as you may know, there was a purchase unit of the White Mountains National
Forest in the Mahoosuc Range. Why it was abandoned, I do not know.
The Baxter situation is a rather difficult matter to deal with and perhaps it might be more
desirable not to have to go into the controversial phases. It can be treated in a generalized way.
You can emphasize the need for recreational areas and the fact that they can receive protection
only when in public ownership. Maine's records with fire and lumbering, etc., emphasize this.
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Your point can be that, whether by National Forests, National Parks, or State Parks, these
publicly owned areas should be increased. It is necessary that they be, if the State is to continue
to place recreation as one of their chief industries.
I am going to send to you a copy of Nature Magazine. You will note the editorial with respect to
Mr. Baxter. The situation with the National Park Bill is that, since its very detailed and careful
survey last fall, the Park Service has been preparing a report on the Katahdin area. The people
who have this in charge have been very much handicapped and overloaded with work by reason
of problems in the Olympics and many other areas. Consequently, the report has been delayed,
but very shortly it should be finished and sent to the Committee on Public Lands. The National
Park Bill is merely taking its course. The delay is no indication of the ultimate results.
When one considers the issue, there is no real reason for any conflict between Mr. Baxter's
interests and a National Park. The relative size of the two is well described by a postage stamp
on a letter. The National Park is dealing with an area of 500 square miles. Its purpose is to
preserve a large area of typical Maine wilderness. No one should quarrel with this thesis. Why
Mr. Baxter does not see that the presence of the larger National Park would be a safeguard to the
State Park is difficult to understand. If he wants to continue his activities in the way of acquiring
and protecting areas, more power to him. However, with the same purpose in view--that of
preservation of this area as the National Park Service Bill--it is very hard to appreciate his
opposition. There is a great deal of misunderstanding in the State. Many people regard these
projects as competitive. 1 believe from a remark which he made that Greaton thinks the Baxter
plan the better. I do not believe he fully understood the significance of the two projects.
I am not going to take time to go into the difficulties at Katahdin--The total failure of the State to
make any appropriation and the chaotic and unfortunate situation which results. The National
Park plan calls for a restoration of the wilderness there and the obliteration of roads which should
never have been built, and misplaced developments such as at Kidney Pond. I am going to send
you a carbon of some rather caustic comments in reply to suggestions that the Park Bill should
be shelved and the whole thing left to Mr. Baxter’s whims.
Frankly, I think the difficulty is two-score. Mr. Baxter is an ardent States’ rights individual.
Granting his sincerity and interest, he would rather see the region wrecked than in the hands of
the Federal Government. The second thing is--as he frankly told the Park Service people who
told him that they could not understand why, since their objectives were the same, that he was
not pulling with them--that he regarded the Katahdin area as a memorial to his name. He said
that because of his interest in the region, he had lost high political honors, being defeated in his
campaign for the Senate, and he was going to spend the rest of his life preserving this memorial.
As you know, there is a farther handicap which everyone glosses over in the limitation of State
parks to 10,000 acres. His latest proposed developments - in spite of misleading publicity - was
only an undivided interest in the Pingree estate. The purchase was obviously made with the
thought of taking the wind out of the sails of the Park Movement. Baxter bought from his nextdoor neighbors at a very low price. He is reputed to be a very hard bargainer. That he could have
done this at any time since 1930 is significant. Moreover, the area involved in Traveler Town
does not contribute anything to the solution of the Park. Conditions at Katahdin, with
overcrowding, lack of facilities, and supervision are near chaotic.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1938 – Compiled by David Field – Page

70

All of these details are too involved and I dare say that because of misconception of the problem,
members of the Commission may very well sympathize with Baxter. It would take a long time to
develop all of the situation. I think, however, it desirable that you should be fully informed on
this and if there are any other questions, I would like to have you ask me. As you may know, this
movement was started by the Trail Conference and by Maine people in line with the protection
of the Trail, as set forth in the Proceedings of the last Conference. We took the Bill to Mr.
Brewster. He tried to get in touch with Mr. Baxter but, as usual, he was out of the country on
vacation. I know that Mr. Baxter has charged that Mr. Brewster was actuated by animus and
thought up this plan to annoy him. The fact is entirely otherwise and I think it to Mr. Brewster’s
considerable credit that he is willing to risk the type of rotten and improper invective and
innuendo to which he is being subjected by Mr. Baxter and his allies, simply because he has the
interest of the State and the region at heart and ignores his political fortune. It is because of this
type of attack and the misleading and grossly improper propaganda that I have lost respect for
Mr. Baxter. Otherwise, I credit him with all that he has accomplished and all that he wishes to do.
This is a very long explanation but I had thought that, with this background and knowing this, it
might be diplomatic to leave with the Commission the suggestion made by the Editor of Nature
Magazine that these difficulties should be straightened out and that the Commission should see
to it that larger areas are made public reservations--whether State or National would be of little
consequence a hundred years from now. Our problem is to avoid expending too much energy in
these destructive battles. It would be far better to have acquired too much than to lose an
opportunity to preserve some part of the Maine wilderness. Those who oppose a constructive
plan to this effect are assuming a very real responsibility.
I trust that you will feel that this letter complied with your request to write you fully in these
matters. I think you have a real opportunity to boost projects in which we are all interested and I
trust that the [sic., they are] satisfactory to you as well as productive.
April 13, 1938. Lucius Barrows, Maine State Highway Commission, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thanks very much for sending us a corrected copy of our working tracing of our 1937 map
showing the location of the Appalachian Trail. We have corrected our map accordingly. Under
separate cover we are returning your map.
April 13, 1938. Kevin Carroll to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thank you for the printed matter describing the Appalachian Trail in Maine. With its aid I am
sure that I will have little difficulty in planning the Adirondack Mt. Club trip. The
mimeographed notice of the Potomac A.T. outing will be a great help. If possible I shall attempt
to arrange a somewhat similar outline. Do you mind if I use some of the descriptive material? It
is well worth repeating. I shall return the section of manuscript.
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I appreciate very much your advice concerning the difficulty of the section of trail over
Saddleback, Spaulding and Bigelow, but I think that, by careful arrangement of the party, trouble
can be avoided. From Maine Highway 4 to Monson, the group will be composed of the more
active club members who are familiar with, and enjoy, strenuous hiking. At Monson the main
group will be joined by hikers of more moderate ability and by those whose vacation period does
not exceed two weeks. I doubt if very many will be able to secure sufficient time to make the
entire trip. As you suggest, I shall certainly endeavor to arrange our itinerary so that an extra day
may be spent at Joe Mary, Gulf Hagas, and Nahmakanta.
In reference to your very kind offer to discuss the matter when next you are in New York, I
should be glad to have the opportunity if at all possible, although my hours are unusually long.
Thank you again for all your trouble.
April 14, 1938. Myron Avery to Washington Planograph Co.
In printing, please note corrections in heavy dark type on pp 20, 26, 28, 29, 36, 37, 43, 57, 68, 73,
76, 80, 82, 84, 105, 118, 121, 137, 138, 144, 156, 184, 185, 211, 283, 331, 338, 354, 364
April 14, 1938. Stanley B. Attwood to Myron Avery
Friend Myron:
I guess I left out an important point when I wrote you about the Augusta meeting. Each speaker
is alloted five minutes. I have written out what I want to say, have kept it down to that time. How
I will work in much about the AT, the National Park, or other facts about the Katahdin area I
don’t know but will try.
I will tell them this--that from personal experience I am aware of the lack of signs in the
Katahdin region and will promise, if the Commission is interested, to furnish it with a list of
signs needed. I will have to tell the Commission the MAC cannot be responsible for their
erection.
I will tell them Vermont publishes a trail booklet, what has been done privately about the AT in
Maine, ask whether or not the Commission cannot see its way to contribute at least $100 toward
the third edition.
I plan to touch on USGS mapping, our sign activities, our other aims, try to make a bargain with
the Commission to furnish material for signs. My general theme will be emphasis on the need of
offering every facility to the hiker after he has responded to publicity—guides, signs,
accommodations, all data that will prove of value.
If I got warmed up, I bet I could talk to them for half an hour and ring in such extraneous matters
as river purification--What an asset that would be to Maine!--acquisition of land along the AT,
compilation of lists of Maine islands, coastal and inland; of the location and area of lakes and
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ponds, location and length of rivers and streams; prize contests for essays and photos on Maine
mountains, etc. etc.
Undoubtedly you and I may be so enthusiastic about mountaineering we would be considered
biased, but I think it also is true there is no need of going to Augusta or anywhere else and trying
to talk about something for which our enthusiasm doesn’t measure up to 100% plus.
If they limit me to five minutes, as advertised, it appears I will have to do some speedy talking.
Have a spring article on mountain climbing due to come out in the Journal magazine, and will
see that you get a copy.
April 15, 1938. J. F. Smith, Bangor and Aroostook Railroad, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I expect that our 1938 Maine Woods Booklet will be off the press in about ten days and will be
more than pleased to forward copy to the officers of the Appalachian Mountain Club [sic] and
also see that you receive an ample supply.
April 15, 1938. Myron Avery to Gordon Hunt
Dear Gordon:
I am glad to have your letter of April 7th and to know that all is going well. Your earlier short
wave radio, saying that the paint had arrived, came through. The people receiving them seem
very courteous in forwarding the messages.
The Beaver Mtn. side trail will be an excellent project — when we get the main trail and shelter
thoroughly in order. As to Mt. Abraham, I know that Helon wants to make a start on it. But Little
Bigelow is in bad shape and we are very anxious to get this section in good order since there will
be a large party from the Appalachian Mountain Club at Flagstaff this summer.
Compared with your 36 inches of snow still left, we have had none and two weeks ago had one
85° day.
cc Sawyer, Taylor (2-one for B.O.C.)
April 16, 1938. Kevin Carroll to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am in receipt of your letter of April 15th and am very pleased with it. Your kind permission to
use part of the P.A.T.C. notice is deeply appreciated. It is a great help.
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As regards the Guidebook, I shall make it a definite point to include the cost of a copy in the trip
assessment per person. As you so aptly put it,--it will pay dividends in added enjoyment and
safety. I hope that it will show, even in a small measure, some appreciation of the good works of
the Conference.
I shall be glad to keep in touch with you, in line with your suggestion.
April 17, 1938. Gordon Hunt to Myron Avery
DEAR MR AVERY:
I WOULD LIKE TO ASK A FAVOR OF YOU, I D0 NOT KNOW WHERE ELSE
TO GET THE INFORMATION AND PERHAPS IT WI LL BE POSSIBLE FOR YOU TO
HELP ME.
THERE IS A MAN IN WASHINGTON BY THE NAME OF HARRY M. CJTRIN
WHO LIVES AT 2650 39TH ST. N.W., APT. 3. HE MARRIED A RANGELEY GIRL
WHOSE NAME WAS MISS MURLENE GILE. THEY BOUGHT SOME LAND HERE AND
ENGAGED ME TO DO A CONSDERABLE AM0UNT OF SURVEYING FOR WHICH I
HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO COLLECT MY PAY. I HAVE INVESTIGATED AT THE
REGISTER OF DEEDS OFFICE AT FARMINGTON AND FIND THAT THE LAND HAS
BEEN RECORDED IN MRS. CITRIN’S NAME AND THAT LEGALLY I CANNOT
ATTACH THE PROPERTY AS THEY INDUCED ME TO DO THE ENGlNEERING WORK
AND PRESENT MY BILL IN MR. CITRIN’S NAME. HOWEVER MRS. CITRIN HAS A
CAR HERE WHICH I HAVE-REASON TO BELIEVE IS THE PROPERTY OF HER
HUSBAND, AND THAT IS WHAT I WOULD LIKE TO GET SOME INFORMATION
ABOUT. THE CAR IS A 1937 BUICK 8 CYLINDER CONVERTIBLE COUPE, BEARING
DiSTRICT OF COLUMBIA REGISTRATION. I HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO SECURE THE
NUMBER. IF YOU COULD FURNISH ME WITH INFORMATION AS TO WHOSE NAME
THE CAR IS REGISTERED IN AND IF POSSIBLE IN WHOSE NAME TITLE TO THE CAR
IS HELD I WOULD APPLY A LIEN ON SAME, PROVIDED OF C0URSE THAT IT IS IN
MR. CITRIN'S NAME. THESE PEOPLE ARE DELIBERATELY FRAUDULENT
INASMUCH AS MR. CITRIN PURPORTS HIMSELF TO BE AMBASSADOR T0
ENGLAND, AND ACCORDING TO WORD OF MRS. CITRIN IS AT PRESENT IN THE
PHILLIPINE ISLANDS. HOWEVER CORRESPONDENCE SENT TO HIM AT THE ABOVE
ADDRESS HAS NOT BEEN RETURNED SO I HAVE REASON TO BELIEVE HE IS IN
WASHINGTON. IT IS MY OPINION THAT HE IS A MINOR CLERK IN SOME OF THE
GOVERNMENT BUREAUS. MR. CITRIN HAS A BROTHER BY THE NAME OF SAMUEL
CITRIN WHOSE RESIDENCE' IS PORTAND, MAINE. HE PURPORTS HIMSELF TO BE
AN ATTORNEY, AND ACTS AS SUCH IN THEIR INTERESTS. HOWEVER HE IS LISTED
AS A PRINTER AND ENGRAVER. ANY INFORMATION AS TO THE FINANCIAL
STATUS OF HARRY M. CITRIN, HIS WORK, AND PARTICULARLY THE
INFORMATION ABOUT THE CAR WOULD BE VERY GREATLY APPRECIATED. I
HESITATE TO BOTHER YOU WITH THIS AND I F YOU ARE UNABLE TO FIND OUT
ANYTHING PLEASE TURN THIS'LETTER OVER TO THE POLICE DEPARTMENT.
{5/4/38: 3059 QUE. ST. N.W. D.C. 117-333}
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April 17, 1938. Gordon Hunt to Kevin Carroll
DEAR MR. CARROLL:
THANK YOU FOR YOUR LETTER AND I AM VERY HAPPY TO BE OF ANY
ASSISTANCE TO YOU IN THE PLANNING OF YOUR TRIP.
THE NEAREST PUBLIC CAMPS CAPABLE OF CARING FOR A PARTY OF
FIVE OR SIX PERSONS OR MORE IS ABOUT TWO MILES NORTH--TOWARD
RANGELEY VILLAGE--FROM THE POINT WHERE THE AT CROSSES ROUTE 4. THIS
IS RANGELEY BEACH CAMPS, AND AT MOST ANY TIME HAVE SUFFICIENT
CABINS TO ACCOMMODATE A LARGE PARTY. THERE IS A TELEPHONE
AVAILABLE ABOUT THREE HUNDRED YARDS TOWARD RANGELEY FROM THE
POINT WHERE THE AT CROSSE5 ROUTE 4. FROM HERE YOU WILL BE ABLE TO
CALL THE CAMPS AND SECURE TRANSPORTATION TO SAME. THE HAMM
GARAGE CO., INC, OF RANGELEY ALSO HAVE TAXIS AVAILABLE AT ANY TIME
AND CAN BE REACHED BY PHONE. I WOULD ADVISE THAT YOU MAKE
RESERVATIONS AT RANGELEY BEACH CAMPS BY WRITING SAME. THE ADDRESS
IS RANGELEY BEACH CAMPS, CARE OF MRS. KANE, RANGELEY, ME.
FOR TRANSPORTATION BETWEEN BIGELOW AND STRATTON I SHOULD ADVISE
MAKING ARRANGEMENTS WITH GOUPIL'S TAXI, STRATTON, MAINE. AS TO
MEALS AND LODGING I CAN HIGHLY RECOMMEND THE ARNOLD TRAIL INN,
STRATTON. THIS INN IS CONVENIENTLY LOCATED IN STRATTON VILLAGE AND IS
CAPABLE OF CARING FOR A LARGE PARTY.
AS TO THE BLACK FLY SITUATION IT DEPENDS TO A CERTAIN EXTENT ON THE
SEASON BUT I WOULD EXPECT THAT YOU WOULD BE BOTHERED BUT VERY
LITTLE WITH BLACK FLIES AND NOT AT ALL BY MOSQUITOES. HOWEVER TO BE
ON THE SAFE SIDE IT IS WELL T0 CARRY A TIN OF WOOD'S LOLLACAPOP,
PROCURABLE FROM ANY STORE DEALING IN SPORTING GOODS IN THIS AREA.
LAST YEAR THERE WERE NO FLIES AFTER THE MIDDLE OF JULY AROUND HERE.
IF I CAN GIVE YOU ANY OTHER INFORMATION PLEASE F£EL FREE TO CALL UPON
ME AND I WILL BE MOST HAPPY TO SERVE YOU TO THE BEST OF MY ABILITY.
THANKING YOU AND TRUSTING YOU WILL HAVE A MOST ENJOYABLE TRIP,
April 20, 1938. From Walter Greene, President
MEMORANDUM TO
MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB
Mr. Avery has suggested that in order to put the Maine Appalachian Trail Club on a more
definite basis, it would be well to incorporate. This has been done, he says, with respect to The
Appalachian Trail Conference and the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club, of which he is a
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member. This can be done without any expense but it will require a meeting in the State. It
would seem that our best chance of doing this would be by getting together our members at
Augusta and Lewiston, which will give us the necessary quota.
Accordingly, Mr. Avery has prepared the papers and I am enclosing them herewith. Please sign
over your typed signature and forward the communication to the next person. Eventually it will
get back to Mr. Avery and he can arrange, the next time he is in Maine, to go ahead with the
meeting. Having these papers signed now will greatly facilitate matters. There is attached a
section of the Maine Statutes relating to these corporations. I am asking Mr. Flynt to make a note
of a Justice of the Peace in Augusta to whom the warrant could be directed. I think that this
procedure will be entirely satisfactory to all concerned, and if it does not appear that Avery will
have an opportunity to be in Maine in the near future, I will ask either Mr. Stubbs or Mr.
Flynt to make arrangements to call the meeting and go through the necessary formalities, so that
we can have this matter taken care of.
For your information, I am attaching copy of the constitution which is a very brief document.
April 29, 1938. Lotta C. Magruder, Bayside, N.Y., to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
Walter [Greene] has asked me to write to you, as he is not able to attend to any matters relating
to the Trail, at present.
It worries him greatly to know that he cannot give you the cooperation he would like to and just
as soon as possible he will write to you himself.
He has been trying to take care of himself in regards to the nursing end of his case, but it has
been too hard and he is about to go to a nursing home, here in Bayside, where he will receive
proper, professional care.
He has signed the letters and documents and I am mailing them to Mr. Robert G. Stubbs today.
Mr. Avery:
The letter enclosed had to be written so that Walter could read it before I mailed it to you.
The truth is that he is nearing the end and is in great pain most of the time.
He cannot concentrate at all, as he is under the influence of opiates.
I hope you will understand, and not attempt to give him any further work to do, as it is utterly
impossible for him to execute the smallest commission.
L. C. Magruder
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April 29, 1938. Christine L. Reid, Editor of Appalachia, to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
I just received your card and hasten to send you the photograph of the lean-to at Chimney Pond;
I have on hand an article by Benton L. Hatch entitled: “On the A. T. Trail in Western Maine"
which we are planning to use in the coming June issue of APPALACHIA.
In it the following mountains and other scenic features are mentioned, and I have but one
photograph to illustrate the entire manuscript.
Have you any suitable photographs that are good enough for publication purposes, that you
would be willing for us to use: [Numbering on original as shown, though peculiar.]
1. Horns Pond
2. Dead River Trail and vicinity
3. Tower on East Peak
4. Sugarloaf Mountain
5. Burnt Hill
6. Spaulding
7. Mt. Bigelow and Little Bigelow
17. Elephant Mt. Shelter
20. Ethel Pond
21. The Flume
22. The Churn

7. Orbeton Stream
8. Redington Pond
9. Popular [sic] Ridge
10. Abraham
11. Saddleback Jr.
12. The Horn
13. Main Peaks of Saddleback
14. Piazza Rock
15. Eddy Pond
16. Muddy [sic] Pond
17. Long Pond or Four Ponds Group
18. Sandy Stream [sic] Ponds

I shall notify Miss Marion, Assistant Secretary of the A. T. Conference, that I am doing so.
At the moment, I shall let the shades of Guyot lie, I am too engrossed in the present issue to be
able to give it full consideration, and betwixt thee and me, I think that we have practically
exhausted the subject.
If you wish to put in a brief NOTE about the coming A. T. Conference please forward the
material to Miss Ruth C. Hardy prior to May 7.
I am terribly disappointed that I am not going to see the Smokies this season, but the Rockies, at
least, are a very fine substitute.
Wishing you a very happy summer.
P. S. If the photos can reach me by Tuesday of next week, I should be able to handle them, but
later—it would be safer to send them to Miss Hardy at Garden Place, Brooklyn, New York. Let
me know wire collect which you plan to do.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1938 – Compiled by David Field – Page

77

P.S. MOST IMPORTANT OF ALL—Please give me a complete reference paragraph of those
maps or map which would best cover region in which these scenic features are, Bigelow South
and West, so that I may refer members to them in footnote at bottom of first or second page of
the article. Andover, Frye brook and Gorham are the last places mentioned in the manuscript.
Understand from Hatch you have new map in the making. Mr. Hatch’s descriptions of some of
those places made my mouth water. I hope that the pictures will do the region justice, it sounds
like such beautiful country!
I shall not be able to get down south this spring, as I do leave for Banff, B. C. I hope some time
next week. If you can get these photos to me in your usually prompt fashion you will certainly
merit more than ever your position as top man on my list of contributors.
I have good news - a nice encouraging tid-bit relative to the proposed (and I hope forthcoming)
manuscript on The King's Arrow Laws etc.--for in the August Camp Album for 1937 I
discovered an excellent photograph of one of the stumps marked with an arrow which “had to do”
with that historical episode. The photograph was taken by Mr. Foster E. Sturtevant, 52 Beverly
Road, West Harford, Conn. I am sure that he would be glad to send you a glossy print.
I still have an unanswered letter from Miss Jean Stephenson in which she pleads for better
publicity for the A.T. so I hope that the new article will help to mend matters. I am sorry that the
canoeing note seemed to neglect any mention of the trail, but of course the writer had not
regarded the Excursion Note she had been asked to write in that light, and so she is scarcely to
blame.
I am returning regretfully (for I should like to keep them all in my files) the photos of The Great
Smokies which you so very kindly rounded up for me. I would be afraid to keep them in my files
all summer as you might have need for them, and since the family may close the house it would
be impossible for anyone to locate them for you. I hope soon that we shall have some material
with which we can use them.
The two of “Grandfather Mountain” and "Mount Pisgah" I am today forwarding to:- Miss
Katherine C. Van Allen, a very excellent Club artist, and shall ask her to consider them for a
possible new cover design. Her address is:- c/o The hotel Albert, 65 University Place, New York
City, New York.
April 30, 1938. Myron Avery to Christine L. Reid, Editor, Appalachia
Dear Christine:
The Appalachian Mountain Club should certainly be congratulated upon an Editor who writes
such effective and gracious letters, calling for very considerable contributions by return mail, so
that the contributors do not even think to chide the Editor with the fact that the need for this
material must have been appreciated some time back. Miss Park, Miss Stephenson, and I have
scurried around and have gotten together what you want, which has gone forward to you today.
The appropriate legends are on the back of these photographs. I do not need to comment on the
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necessity for acknowledging the source from which they came to us. It may be that we will find
some additional photographs which we can mail to you on Monday.
Dealing with your two postscripts; it is a bit difficult to give footnote references when you have
never seen the article, but the attached is what I would think that you would want. As to maps,
the Maine Guide has a detailed map of the Mt. Bigelow region and a sketch map of western
Maine. Certainly some sort of a map would add greatly to an appreciation of the article and the
Conference would be very glad to permit Appalachia to make use of the maps. I might add a
word as to the mechanics if you decide that you want to use the maps. These maps are printed in
blue. It would not be worthwhile to send the tracings to you for making cuts, for the tracings
have not been corrected in keeping with these copies. These maps were printed by photo-offset
and a great many changes made on the negatives. If you could not have cuts made from these
blue copies, the printer tells us that he could make a black copy from the negative at a cost of
$5.00 each, from which you could get cuts made as you wish them.
I suggested in my day letter to you that you might care to forward Hatch's article. I thought that
you would want to do so for the reason that, by reason of my knowledge of the country, I might
pick up any error in fact, etc., as both he and you would want the article to be as authoritative as
possible. As I thought that this possibility would have occurred to you in any event, I was at
some hesitation in suggesting it lest my reason be misunderstood. (Your predecessor commented
rather caustically upon a similar offer of assistance which I once made in connection with
Appalachian Trail material and naturally I don’t wish to subject myself again to suspicion.
It did seem to me to be a matter of efficiency, however.)
All of us down here suggest the advisability of a revision of the title. Why not say "On the
Appalachian Trail in Western Maine" instead of the "AT Trail". That phrase looks too much like
the word "at" in capitals and whenever we do use the abbreviation, we insist on periods between
the letters. Furthermore, the abbreviation really works a repetition of the word "trail".
I thought that I had made clear my feeling that it was inexpedient to try to have us work with
your predecessor; I wrote about this in connection with the Guyot material. She hardly approves
of anything which we do; in return, we are very suspicious of her activities, so all in all, don’t
you think it would be more satisfactory to adopt my prior suggestion and let us deal directly with
you? In fact, this is one reason why we have devoted this weekend to taking care of your
requirements, thinking that we would make little progress in handling these matters with your
predecessor. Perhaps, knowing our reaction, you put this time limit in very advisedly, knowing
that nothing would be forthcoming, or it would get to you before Tuesday.
We have one very important matter which I am going to ask if you will try to work out some
arrangement for handling direct. As a result of the last Conference, we have finally arrived at a
tentative agreement between the Forest and Park Services which creates a protected zone of two
miles along The Appalachian Trail in which there are to be no roads built or incompatible
developments and which provides for relocation of the Trail where possible, to keep it away
from existing developments. You will see that this is really a unique thing. It is a narrow strip
devoted and reserved solely to hikers’ use. It should attract a great deal of attention. Naturally,
we would like to get it into the June Appalachia. However, there is a possibility that there might
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be some delay in having the tentative agreement finally executed. If we waited for that, we
would miss the June issue and I thought that perhaps the best arrangement would be to send the
note, making provision that it could be pulled out if we found it necessary to delay it until
December. Much of the news value would be lost if we could not get it into the June issue, and I
think you would prefer it that way. On the other hand, we must be sure that it does not appear
prematurely. In view of the fact that Miss Hardy objected to the appearance of the last note on
the Conference, you will appreciate why we do not want to have to deal with her on the same
matter. Miss Stephenson will write this note, which is really a continuation of the former note,
and we will be guided by your directions. Perhaps we could send it to you at some point along
route and you could send it back to the person you delegate to handle it. However, we will await
your instructions on this matter.
I have not heard whether you propose to use Dr. Rogers’ article this issue.
As to those photos of the Great Smokies which you refer to, you will remember that when I
wrote you that I considered the Guyot matter "all washed up", I said, that you were at liberty to
keep them or throw them, with the Guyot manuscript, into the waste basket, so there is no
occasion for your sending them back, unless you wish to do so. Incidentally, you have not told
me whether you are disposed to take up my offer of immunity from Appalachia review for some
Guyot reprints. We are holding out a real bargain, a facsimilie reproduction of the old map,
voluminous footnotes, and a glossary. We really think our chances of escaping would be quite
good, unless, since I have given the thing away, you turn your sleuthing reviewers on search of it.
Just let them rely on their own exertions. As the Katahdin Bibliography escaped a review, I
might have some basis for hope in this connection, but I probably said too much and have thrown
away any chances of escaping.
Just one thing more, I appreciate the prodding about the King’s Broad Arrow. But let’s have no
misunderstanding on this point. The burden definitely rests with you. I have covered that in my
past letters and it is fruitless to remind me of that. I am most definitely not in arrears. I am not
writing this for the same fate as my last Katahdin note.
1 have delivered your messages to Miss Stephenson and Miss Park.
Of course 1 know that Appalachia could not have used the Guyot material to the same extent that
it will appear, but with the cut available to reduce the printing expense, a very readable article,
quoting the most interesting sections of the manuscript, would, I think, have contributed
something to Appalachia in setting forth this little worked-over area.
I am sorry that we did not know of Mr. Hatch’s activity, for I would like to have included this
article in the bibliography of the third edition of the Maine Guide. Incidentally, Dr. Sosman’s
geology note, which could not be used in the last Appalachia, relates to the section covered by
Hatch.
1 think this long letter takes care of the various matters which we have on hand. I trust that you
will have a very pleasant time in the Rockies,
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P.S. As the A.M.C. White Mountain Guide has a map taking in some of this area, you perhaps
wondered why I had not commented on it. That map was not revised in the last edition and being
very sketchy anyway, was very much out of date as a result of The Appalachian Trail in that area.
You will note also that I had a good deal to say about this area in my newspaper article. The
Mountains of Western Maine, which I am sending to you in the event that you wish to make any
reference to it. The literature for this region is scanty.
Detailed information on the section of Appalachian Trail covered by this article is contained in
GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, third edition, 395 pages, $1.50,
obtainable from the Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D.C.
This Guide also contains an article on the very interesting geology of western Maine, largely the
result of glacial action hitherto not reported.
Maps for this area are contained in the Maine Guide; a portion of the region is also covered by
the U.S.G.S. Rangeley, Phillips, Stratton, and Dead River Quadrangles, obtainable from the
United States Geological Survey, Washington, D.C., 10¢ each.
Detailed accounts of the interesting region around Baldpate, Frye Brook, Andover, etc., are
found in C. A. J. Farrar’s Illustrated Guidebook to the Androscoggin Lakes and the headwaters
of the Connecticut, Magalloway and Androscoggin Rivers.
May 2, 1938.
MAINE GUIDEBOOK DISTRIBUTION
Complimentary copies

67

Review copies

16

Library of Congress
Class D Members (as of May 2, 1938)

2
32
117
{3 complimentary}
{1 National Park Service}
_________
{120}

May 2, 1938. J. F. Schairer, Secretary, Maine Appalachian Trail Club
We are sending you, under separate cover, with the compliments of the Maine Appalachian Trail
Club, a copy of the third edition of Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine. This volume is sent
to you by the Club as a token of its appreciation of your interest in the Appalachian Trail project.
We should be very glad to have the benefit of any observations or suggestions which may occur
to you in this connection. If you will send these to the Maine Guidebook Editor, The
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Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D.C., such suggestions,
criticisms, or corrections will be most carefully considered in connection with future editions of
the Guidebook.
May 2, 1938. MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB to the Sporting Camps Along the
Route of the Appalachian Trail
There has been sent to you, with the compliments of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, a copy
of the 395 page revised third edition of Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine. We are asking
that you keep this Guide on exhibition at your Camps. We know that it will be of interest to your
guests.
Guests inquiring as to where the Guides may be purchased should be advised to order by sending
$1.50 to
The Appalachian Trail Conference,
901 Union Trust Building,
Washington, D.C.
whereupon the Guide will be sent postpaid.
While the Guidebook contains a folded copy of the map covering the area in which your Camps
are located, we thought that you would like to have an unbound copy of the map to post at some
conspicuous place in your Camps, where it could be readily examined by your guests. This map
has been sent to you under separate cover. In the event that it is desired to purchase copies of the
maps, separate from the Guidebook, a full set of the ten maps may be had at a cost of 75 cents.
These maps, however, are sold in sets; single copies cannot be supplied.
May 2, 1938. J. F. Schairer, Secretary, Maine Appalachian Trail Club
We have sent to you under separate cover the third edition of Guide to the Appalachian Trail in
Maine. This is one of the series of five Guidebooks to the entire Appalachian Trail, which was
completed in 1937.
The contents of this publication are set forth in the enclosed prospectus. We believe that this
publication will be of considerable interest to your readers and, apart from any intrinsic merit of
the publication, a detailed review would be of considerable benefit to the Appalachian Trail
project.
We should be very glad to send any of the other publications of the Trail Conference, which you
would care to review.
Review Copies
J. F, Smith, In the Maine Woods, Bangor, Maine. Bangor & Aroostook R.R.
Richard W. Westwood, Nature Magazine, Washington, D. C. 1416-16th St. N.W.
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Voyageur, Hunting and Fishing, Northampton, Mass.
New York Times Book Review, 229 West 43rd Street, New York City.
Publishers Weekly, 62 West 45th Street, New York City.
Recreation Magazine, National Recreation Association, 315 Fourth Avenue, New York City,
Attention Charlotte W. Morrell.
American Forests, 1713 K Street, Washington, D. C.
The H, W. Wilson Company, 950 University Avenue, New York City.
Trails Inc., Lake Shore Bank Bldg., 605 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, I11.
C. P. Fordyce, Adventure Magazine, Lincoln, Nebraska.
Harold G. Tapply, National Sportsman, 275 Newbery St. Boston, Mass.
Paul K. Whipple, Sports Afield & Trails of the North Woods, 700 Phoenix St., Minneapolis,
Minn.
Raymond J. Brown, Outdoor Life, 353 Fourth Ave,, New York City.
Victor B, Klepbeck, Outdoors, 333 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, I11.
Roy P. Holland, Field & Stream, 515 Madison Ave., New York City.
Otto Kuechler, Hunter, Trader, Trapper, 386 S. Fourth St. Columbus, Ohio.
May 3, 1938. Myron Avery to Christine L. Reid, Editor of Appalachia
Dear Christine:
Your special delivery, postmarked "May 2 -12M" arrived here 7 A.M. this morning. I return the
manuscript and the comments by special delivery also.
We appreciate a busy woman taking the time to write us at length. We shall be guided by your
directions in the various matters—particularly sending the Trailway note to Childs this week.
(Shall even follow your directions to the extent of heading it "Conservation Notes", although we
have had some past experience with that column. I recall that once I wrote what I thought was to
be a contribution to it.)
I studied Hatch's story with much interest and appreciation. I attached my comments to the
manuscript in what I thought to be the easiest method for you to consider my suggestions. That I
detected no factual error of any great consequence does not, I think, detract from the advisability
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of having some one familiar with the region, check it. It is a good story--as you wrote--and
should make others want to go there. To avoid leaving erroneous impressions I suggested three
comments. If you don't care for them as footnotes, they might be incorporated or if you do not
want them as editorial notes of your own, you could say that Trail Conference officials advised
you thus and so. I took my name off the note. Very much prefer it left off.
Perhaps the length of the story is the reason but I expected this impressionist to enthuse over the
cascades and formations in Frye Brook. I wonder, too, why he didn’t comment on that superb
primeval coniferous forest in the sag between Elephant and Old Blue. He notices so many other
features.
I Judge you expect to use Dr. Rogers' article. You haven't forgotten that he wanted to go over it
before releasing it to the magazine. He fears it may need some alteration to come up to his
scientific attainments. That was written many many years ago.
One last word. We may have a cord of chips or logs on each shoulder as you suggest or we may
be as your good Councilor of Topography (who has queer ways of paying his obligations) wrote
in the Sunday Telegram of April 24th "disgruntled meddlesome outsiders" but answer one
question for me. Why shouldn’t I seek to protect Conference material--often my own work from
the destructive, supercilious patronizing tone of the previous reviews. Read them over. What
profit is it to the movement? How does all that sort of condemnatory stuff win support for us?
What about the effect on our workers and supporters when they read this as the considered
opinion of the foremost (or secondmost) mountaineering journal and the largest mountain club?
It doesn't exactly encourage them, does it? (They may not have heard the crack--author unknown
that the A.M.C. isn't a club but a state of mind.) You may have a constructive suggestion but it
strikes me that the reaction of a "submitted" review would be construed to be a stacking of the
deck and we would fare even worse.
I guess that this clears the docket for the summer. One thing more--for the photod [photos?] etc.
why not issue orders for some copies of this issue complimentary to us so we can send them to
our workers, who struggle with these sections. Need 4.
Despite all the above we stand ready at all times to meet urgent calls-Saturdays, Sundays,
holidays etc. from a very clever editor and clever personage.
May 4, 1938

MAINE GUIDE CORRECTIONS

1. Introduction: Add note as in New England guide, as to theory on which Guide was prepared.
P. 15 – Improve language.
Query: Is 25.9 m. correct distance from Millinocket to Katahdin Stream?
P. 49, line 10: Insert “Bangor, Me.”
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P. 187 – Insert Houghton Truck Road distance
Retype pp. 5 and 6 to get larger type.
Retype p. 10 (Blurred)
Retype p. 12 to incorporate footnote
Care for numbering of p. 31
Correct Maher on pp. 264, 265, 266 Index List of Contents
May 4, 1938. Myron Avery to Gordon Hunt, Rangeley, Maine
Dear Gordon:
I am sorry that, when your letter of April 17th came, I had a considerable amount of work on
hand which delayed my going to the office to develop the information which you wanted. This
car is registered in the name of Harry M. Citrin and the license number is 117-333. His address is
given on the application as 3039 Que Street, N.W., instead of the one you gave me. As soon as I
have an opportunity to get over into that locality, I can tell you if he is living there. He is not in
the telephone directory but I did not want to delay this letter to get that information. Practically, I
do not see why you need to pay too much attention to the distinction between whether Mrs.
Citrin or Mr. Citrin is the recorded owner. I would go ahead and slap my liens on the land on the
theory that if he did induce you to think that you were doing the work for him, nevertheless he
was his wife's agent in that connection. My guess would be that, rather than trying to win out on
such a fine point, you could induce a settlement. In the same way you might proceed against the
car. It is registered in his name and I do not think you would have much trouble in making your
claim stick. It is, of course, very annoying and disturbing to have to take action, but when you do
so, you may be able to get something out of these people. As it is only a breach of contract, it
would not concern the police department, so that there is no value in trying to get anything out of
them. If I were you, I would go ahead against anything that I could find up there belonging to
either one and then you will probably get your money.
{5/5 Found out last evening that Citrin was actually that evening at 3509 Que St. His phone is
Emerson 8323.}
May 4, 1938. Myron Avery to R. E. Billings, Assistant Forester, Augusta, Maine
Dear Mr. Billings:
It is very much like summer down here, which isn’t any indication of Maine weather, but I
thought I would ask how matters were progressing. I have heard from Mr. Clark as to the
difficulties which were being experienced with the Greenville Camp but trust that these problems
have been settled. If you could let me know how matters are coming on and when work will be
started and where, I will appreciate it very much. I think I sent you a plan of a lean-to which
gives more protection for the front and which, incidentally, is a very good design.
May 4, 1938. Myron Avery to Mrs. Lowry Magruder, Bayside, L.I., New York

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1938 – Compiled by David Field – Page

85

Dear Mrs. Magruder:
1 am extremely disturbed over the substance of your two letters. As you know, I have not heard
from Walter for some time but I have suspected the situation, despite the encouragement which
he tried to put into his communications. I may have been entirely wrong. We could have done all
of these very small tasks ourselves. I thought, however, that it would not only give him some
other interest but would make him feel that he was still doing things and have less of the feeling
of uselessness and hopelessness and for us to act as if he was pretty much the same as always,
taking care that no effort was involved on his part. You can tell him that we miss his help and
need him and that we will carry on these matters.
1 am sending him a short letter under separate cover, telling him about what is happening, as I
should think if I did not write him, he might wonder why. In the future we will be guided by your
suggestion, but you will understand why we have done what we were doing.
May 5, 1938.

DIRECTIONS FOR PRINTER

1. Clean up p. 28.
2. 66 bottom – growth
3. 97 – broken underlining—under southeast. (change it from solid)
4. 2 – clean up Potomac in center of page
5. 28 – line 5 – strengthen “fork of oval”
6. 23 – clean up around logs at end of first paragraph
7. 18 – line 5 from bottom; take out period after “52.”
*****
Discuss possible use of Maine Cut on title page.
{p 314 – See that the heading which has been parted over doesn’t show thru.}
{p 118 – line 14, clear up the erased “.” before the parenthesis.}
{89-15th and 16th clean up around “obscure”}
{p 188 – See that broken underlining is erased from “here” in middle of page. Doesn’t show
thru.}
May 7, 1938. Ralph E. Billings to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
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Replying to your letter of the 4th.
Mr. Seavey is in Washington today seeking approval of the Wilson Pond Truck Trail and minor
projects of the Greenville Camp. In my opinion it is one of those borderline cases which may be
decided either way.
We have not offered the application for a side camp as yet, as we expect the Company
Commander there to disapprove it when offered. We have several other applications and I hope
Mr. Seavey will take them to First Corps Area H. Q. personally.
The plans for the new type of lean-to have not been received and I had intended writing you
about them in the next few days. {Sent 7/8/38}
As soon as anything definite is known about the Greenville Camp, I will be very glad to advise
you. Hoping to see you during the simmer.
May 9, 1938. J. F. Smith, Bangor and Aroostook Railroad, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
We are returning today under separate cover the Park Service Katahdin Photos as requested in
your letter of April 26th.
We wish to thank you very kindly for the use of these photos. Our In the Maine Woods book will
be in today and we will see that you receive an ample supply.
May 16, 1938. George B. Moore, Moore & Company Book Manufacturers, to The
Appalachian Trail Conference, Attention of Miss Jean Stephenson
Gentlemen:
We will he pleased to fold, gather, and bind 400 Guide Books 4 ½ x 6 1/2, 400 pp., each printed
in 16/24 and l/l6 page forms, 9 folded maps stitched in, Velour paper cover, printed in black ink,
cloth stripped down the back @ .18 each.
700 Copies @.16 each.
We are returning your sample under separate cover.
Trusting to hear from you further, we remain…
May 16, 1938. Howard M. Buffington, Springfield Fire & Marine Insurance Co., to Myron
Avery
Dear Mr. Avery,
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Thanks for letter to me of February 28 and copies of your letters to Ed Spicer. I am planning to
go this week-end to Flagstaff to investigate on the ground some of the possibilities for hikes in
the vicinity of this summer’s AMC August Camp. I have written to inform Mr. Helon Taylor of
my expected visit to that region and have told him that I would get in touch with him on my
arrival; I have no doubt but what he can and will be of the greatest assistance. The greatest
problem will be planning trips to country away from the AT, as the Maine Guidebook will take
care of us very well for it and territory immediately adjacent.
Your letters have spoken of a "forthcoming" new edition of the Maine Guide and am wondering
whether a publication date has been set. Is there any chance of securing a copy now, even though
the sheets might still be unbound? If not, what is the earliest date when it may be available? I
have a copy of the old edition, but am eager to get a new one, in view of the extension to and
changes in the AT in that region.
I would also like to have, before I start for Maine on Friday night this week, a complete new set
of topographic sheets for the region. I fear that they will not reach me in time if I send the order
direct to the U.S. Geological Survey and am wondering whether you can send someone to get
them and then mail them to me? I would like the following: Bingham, Dead River, Pierce Pond,
The Forks, Stratton, Spencer, Phillips, Chain of Lakes, Rangeley Advance and Kennebago Lake.
I am enclosing my check to your order for $ 1.25 which I hope will cover the cost plus postage.
May 16, 1938. Gordon Hunt to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
The New England Flood occurred on March of 1936, the Rumford Bridge went out at that time. I
do not remember the exact date but believe it was the latter part of March.
Many thanks for the information on Citrin. I think I shall proceed in accordance with your advice.
The ground is white with snow today, quite unusual for this time of year.
May 16, 1938. Robert Stubbs to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Mr. Taylor and I have signed the incorporation papers which Mr. Greene sent us, and they have
been forwarded to Mr. Sawyer in Lewiston.
I was not able to find Mr. Flynt at the time here in Augusta so I decided to send these
immediately to Mr. Sawyer with the request that he return them to Mr. Flynt.
May 17, 1938. Myron Avery to Harrie Coe, Maine Publicity Bureau
Dear Mr. Coe:
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1 want to thank you for your courtesy in sending to me a copy of the 1938 issue of "Maine
Invites You”. I have read it from cover to cover, even the advertisements, with very considerable
interest. It improves each year and I particularly congratulate you upon the last issue.
I am wondering if you could forward to me an additional copy at 2035 Rosemount Avenue,
N.W., Washington, D.C., send one to my father, Mr. H. G. Avery, Lubec, Maine, and two copies
to The Appalachian Trail Conference at 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D.C. As we
keep a record of all articles relating to the Trail, we would like to have this particular issue.
I assume that a copy went to Mr. Stanley B. Attwood, Box 165, Lewiston, Maine, in the regular
course.
As an indication of the care with which I have read this issue, I am commenting upon the
statement which appears at the top of page 185. I am wondering if this is not somewhat
anticipatory. I do not believe that this proposed road along the West Branch ever got beyond
Abol Stream and the description does not fit the present-day roads.
I am sure that I can speak for Mr. Attwood as well as myself when I say that we will be glad to
furnish you with material each year, tailored to your specifications, for inclusion in this
publication as well as other publications issued by the Maine Publicity Bureau. The route of the
Trail on the map came out very nicely indeed.
{Copy Attwood}
May 17, 1938. Myron Avery to J. F. Smith, Bangor and Aroostook Railroad
Dear Mr. Smith:
The 1938 issue of In the Maine Woods arrived yesterday. I spent a most enjoyable time going
through it. Reading the booklet is second only to actually traveling the country. I want to
congratulate you on this issue. 1 think it a very considerable improvement over the first
experiment in the new format. I am sure it will win universal praise.
It was a source of satisfaction to us to note that the Park Service photos contributed to what we
consider the high quality of the book. In this connection I would like to make two suggestions.
One is that a copy be sent to the photographer, Allan Rinehart, National Park Service,
Washington, D.C., and that two copies be sent to Mr. George Collins, National Park Service,
Washington, D.C., who was in charge of the expedition. The other suggestion is that a letter be
written by the Railroad direct to Honorable Harold L. Ickes, Secretary of the Interior, expressing
the appreciation of the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad for the cooperation of the Park Service in
furnishing these photos, as used in the booklet which you are sending. I am sure that this will be
far more effective than the customary word of acknowledgment and as we hope to make good
use of these photos for another year, it will facilitate matters rather considerably.
In the Park Service collection it seems to me that there are undoubtedly many pictures which you
could use next year and at the appropriate time we could return the set to you, eliminating what
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had been used this year. In addition, we will have available a very fine set of photographs both of
game and of scenery, taken almost a quarter of a century ago by Samuel Merrill who traveled
extensively in Maine and wrote the very authentic treatise, The Moose Book, which is probably
known to you. These pictures are of outstanding pictorial quality.
We will take pains another year to check the captions on the photos and see that they are all
typed. There were one or two minor typographical errors which I noticed which were probably
due to this cause, in addition to the transposition of the captions on page 52, which some good
enthusiast may call to your attention.
I note from your letter of April 15th that you will send copies as indicated in my letter of the 6th
and that in due course you expect to send some additional copies to me here in Washington. I am
enclosing a list of names where I think the publicity would be of considerable value.
We also have in mind that we are to send you again next year the story of the trip across the Trail
by the two girls. Another year probably something on the same general tone as this year's note on
the Trail in Maine might be a good thing, simply for the purpose of keeping the project before
the readers of the publication.
This letter is perhaps a bit anticipatory but as all of these matter's came to mind as I was reading
through the issue, I thought that I would mention them all at one place for convenience.
We sent you last year some corrections for the Trail route on the map which I assume have been
filed and will be used when the map is corrected.
Again congratulating you on the issue and expressing our appreciation of your cooperation and
very effective work, I am…
May 18, 1938. Call from Mr. Rook. [Hand-written notes]
Said bind and deliver
400 copies
300 copies

$344
$344
$659 Original bid was $644
Penalty of $15 for later binding (Cash $344 on delivery). Balance 6 months later.
_____
Moore & Co., Balt. Binding $.18 each on 400; $ .16 on 700
Does this include folding and the cutting?
_____
Rook says printing
Maps
700 copies
120 complimentary

$400.00 alone.
$226.00 (4/27/38 – 8121 –B)
$626.50
1.50
580
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580

290

$870

May 18, 1938. George B. Moore, Moore & Company, Book Manufacturers, The
Appalachian Trail Conference, Attention of Miss Jean Stephenson
Gentlemen :
Replying to your letter of the 17th, we figured on receiving the job in flat sheets, we to fold
sheets and maps, gather, flat stitch, and cloth strip, besides furnishing the outside cover printed.
We had not figured on tipping the maps, but realize now, that to avoid the possibility of cutting
into any of the folded maps when trimming, this ought to be done. The extra cost for this would
be 3¢ a book.
We would suggest your shipping by motor truck. There are several reliable ones, we use Cowans
or Davison, who will call for the packages and make Store Door Delivery and are somewhat
cheaper than express. I think the rate is about 35¢ a 100#.
We would like to meet you on terms and suggest three payments, 1/3 in 30, 60 and 90 days.
The complete job could be delivered in one week, either 400 or 700 copies.
{500 @ 19 = $152
400 @ 21 = 82 - $164
about 600 lbs.
226.50 maps
400.00 Printing
152.00 Binding
$1778.50
$.98

800 total
126 complimentary etc.
624
1.50
$1009.
778.50
241.50 margin
232.50}

May 18, 1938. Myron Avery to Howard Buffington
Dear Mr. Buffington:
I have your letter of May 16th. I have gone to the Geological Survey and your maps went
forward first-class special delivery. The balance of the money is enclosed. {15¢)
We expect to mail out the Guide at least by June 15th. We understand your desire to have it as
early as possible but you will appreciate that, with photo-offset printing, it is not practicable to
follow your suggestion - apart from the extra labor and expense it involves for everybody
without any particular return to the Conference. We have the same situation with an Adirondack
Mtn. Club party which is going to Katahdin from Maine Highway 4 and is ordering a Guide for
each member of the party. I trust you will be able to make connections with Mr. Taylor. As he is
a game warden, the chances might be better if he knew when you would arrive. If you go to
Rangeley, see Gordon Hunt.
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Don't think that we don't wish to help in every possible way. If I suggest that on these matters
where the need for these articles can be appreciated well in advance, that you not rely too much
on emergency orders. I have in mind also the difficulty over your air mail order of the Maine
Guidebook last time. Had I been away when your letter arrived, of course, your request could not
have been met. Also, sending it to my house, rather than to the Maritime Commission (A.M.C.
directory address) meant the loss of a day. It happens that today I could find the two hours
required to make the trip to the Geological Survey and then to the Post Office to do your errand.
(By expediting your mailing I think your order would have been filled in ample time by the
Survey direct.) Another time this might not be possible. We are busy too and the filling of the
Guidebook orders from 901 Union Trust Building, etc. is entirely a matter of contribution, so that
occasionally these letters are not picked up or dealt with by return mail. (It is all volunteer effort
and our A.T.C. workers in return for this clerical work, don't receive any such benefit as, for
instance, go to those who have the burden of arranging A.M.C. trips.)
I merely mention these matters so that you will not misinterpret our situation as indicating any
lack of appreciation of the importance of your needs or indicating any lack of interest.
We are glad to help in any possible way. We only ask that the contribution of the Trail to the
possibilities of this camp be recognized and made manifest.
P.S. I assume you have placed your guidebook order.
May 19, 1938. Myron Avery to Agnes E. Dresser, Maine Publicity Bureau
Dear Miss Dresser:
1 am glad to have your letter of May 17th. I had the matter in mind and the reason why I had not
written you was because the Guide will not be out for three or four weeks. At that time, we shall
be very sure to forward to you the specified number of copies, extra maps for exhibition, and
copies of the prospectus.
We appreciate very much your interest and cooperation.
May 19, 1933. Myron Avery to Roy Flynt
Dear Roy:
I do not think that I had time to tell you when I saw you last in Augusta that Greaton said if we
would supply him with notes of activity with respect to the Trail in Maine, he would be glad to
give them out and help us get publicity.
I have been so rushed with other work that I have not been able to give much attention to this but
when the third edition of the Guidebook appears in the next month and a copy is sent to you, we
should make every effort to give this as much publicity as possible.
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In the meantime, there are a number of developments which I thought worthy of a note and I
enclose a short release based on this. It would seem to me that it would be better organization
tactics to have these releases come from you and I had intended, if you thought well of it, to
forward this material to you so that you, as Director of Publicity for the Club, could hand it on to
Greaton, telling him that it was in keeping with our conversation.
I would appreciate your letting me know how this matter strikes you. We do want to keep this
matter before the public from time to time as the opportunity affords.
Walter Greene’s condition is very serious, I am sorry to say.
May 18, 1938

MOUNTAIN CLUB PARTIES PLANNING TRIPS OVER THE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE

Everett F. Greaton, Executive Secretary of the Maine Development Commission, advised today
that he had been informed of plans of well-known outing clubs in the eastern Atlantic States for
trips over The Appalachian Trail in Maine. The Adirondack Mountain Club, a leading
mountaineering organization in the East, has announced for August a 220-mile walking trip over
The Appalachian Trail in Maine. This excursion will be conducted in two sections. One will start
at Maine Highway 4 near Rangeley and travel the Trail to Katahdin. The shorter trip will
commence at Blanchard and go east for 120 miles. This trip is similar to that taken by the
Potomac Appalachian Trail club of Washington, D.C., in 1935.
The Appalachian Mountain Club is scheduling its annual "August Camp" at Flagstaff. Because
of its proximity to The Appalachian Trail, many of the Club's projected excursions are to
prominent peaks in that region. The Club will utilize the 20 miles of Trail on Mt. Bigelow,
including the alternate Arnold Trail, climb Sugarloaf, said to be the second highest mountain in
Maine, and Saddleback, as well as other peaks in western Maine.
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club announces that it has in press at the present time the third
edition of the Maine Guidebook which will comprise some 400 pages. Over 90 pages in this
Guidebook will be devoted to the Katahdin region and the new publication will contain an up-todate map of the Katahdin area.
May 18, 1938.

CORRECTIONS FOR MAINE GUIDEBOOK
FOURTH EDITION

Roman numerals should be small, not caps.
Page 2 second paragraph. Change "List of camping, hiking, winter sports and trail
clearing equipment" to "Hiking, camping, winter sports and trail-clearing equipment".
Page 4 11th line: After "of" strike out "a".
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Page 10 214.37 after "lock take out comma
Page 38 last line: Strike out comma
Page 115 Under "The Owl”. Witherle Ravine should have broken underscoring
Page 5 1st and 2nd lines: Should “Directory be broken underlined.
Page 17 4th and 5th from bottom: Other Guidebooks in

of A.T.C.

May 20, 1938. Harrie Coe. Maine Publicity Bureau, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thank you very much for the nice things you say about "Maine Invites You". We are very
pleased to send you an additional copy and one to your father and two copies to the Appalachian
Trail Conference.
If you were here I would suggest that you buy me a drink because you say as an indication of the
care with which you have read "Maine Invites You" you are commenting on the statement that
appears at the top of page 185, whereas the book contains only 112 pages.
I will send you two instead of one copy as noted above so that you can tear out the page and
make the necessary corrections regarding the proposed road along the West Branch that I may
have correct information.
With best regards and renewed thanks for your interest, I am
May 20, 1938. Paul Heideke, Washington Planograph Co., to Appalachian Trail
Conference
Gentlemen:
Referring to the “GUIDE TO APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE”, and the various telephone
conversations with Mr. Avery, we outline the terms for reproducing this book, delivered in flat
sheets f.o.b. our plant:
800 copies – 400 pages and COVER…$420.00
(If your Binder furnishes and prints cover price will be 800 copies $400.00.)
The terms for payment to be as follows:
$200.00 at time of delivery;
Balance on 800 books at rate of $25.00 per month until paid.
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June 1, 1938. Myron Avery to Leon E. Potter, Antlers’ Camps
Dear Mr. Potter:
We have had made two new signs for the Trail to Joe Mary Mountain. One (No. 54) is at the
junction of the blue-blazed trail and The Appalachian Trail, and the other (No. 55) is at the
Cooper Brook Campsite.
These signs have been made by Mr. Sterling W. Edwards, of Washington, who incidentally has
made this winter a great many signs to complete the number required for the Trail in Maine.
Mr. Edwards is planning to walk across the trail in Maine during the early summer and as he will
have an opportunity to put these signs up, I have sent them to him in your care, by parcel post.
It seems very uncertain at the present time as to whether or not, due to the situation with respect
to the Greenville Camp, we will have any lean-to building east of the Kennebec River. The
Brldgton Camp is due to build some lean-tos in western Maine.
Any assistance which you can give to Mr. Edwards on his trip will be very much appreciated. I
am counting on seeing you this summer.
Copy to Mr. Edwards
June 1, 1938. Myron Avery to Fred Clifford, Rainbow Lake Camps
Dear Mr. Clifford:
Thanks to the industry of Mr. Sterling Edwards, of Washington, D.C., we have been able to
complete the program for board signs across The Appalachian Trail in Maine. In addition, Mr.
Edwards has made signs for some of the changes along the Trail, including the relocation of The
Appalachian Trail to come by the east end of Rainbow lake.
Mr. Edwards expects to travel the Trail across Maine early this summer and you will no doubt
hear from him at a later time. He plans to bring with him and put up the signs at the bridge and at
the junction of The Appalachian Trail and the Rainbow Lake Trail.
There are, however, four signs which are on the Rainbow Trail and as Mr. Edwards is not
coming that way, we are mailing these to you at Kokadjo so that you can arrange to have them
put up at a convenient opportunity. You will readily see where these signs go. Sign No. 20 goes
on the north shore of Rainbow Lake just on tree above where you land. Signs Nos. 17, 18, and 19
replace the present signs at the junction of Horserace Brook and the West Branch Tote-road.
We have included galvanized iron nails with the signs, for we find that ordinary nails rust and
stain the boards. The making of the signs represents considerable labor and expense and for that
reason I would like to ask that you caution whoever places them to see that they are put up not
only correctly but conspicuously and somewhat above the ground so as to prevent damage or
their being knocked off. It is well to leave about one-quarter of an inch of the nail projecting.
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I think we are fortunate in getting all of these sign matters taken care of and I know that you will
see to it that these four are put up to good advantage.
Copy to Mr. Edwards.
June 1, 1938. Myron Avery to E. S. Steele, West Carry Pond Camps. [sic., Steele ran the
East Carry Pond Camps.]
Dear Mr. Steele:
We have succeeded this winter in getting made the balance of the board signs necessary to
complete The Appalachian Trail across Maine. There is one sign (No. 150) which should go up
at your camps and I have taken the liberty of mailing it to you, asking that you will put it up. It
should go just where the white blazed trail crosses the tote-road to your cabins back of the main
camp. We would like to have it as conspicuous as possible and placed somewhat high, so as to be
out of the way of any possible damage. We are enclosing some galvanized iron nails to avoid the
rust stains on the board.
We are placing similar signs out at the highway at the Ledge House and where the Trail leaves
the Dead River route near Pierce Pond.
With best regards to yourself and to Mrs. Steele,
Copy to Mr. Edwards
June 4, 1938. E. S. Steele, Carry Pond Camps, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
Your letter June 1st at hand and note all you say. The signs arrived and we have put them up on
trail at back of our Main House.
Would say you are doing good work. Last summer we had visitors from Pierce Pond and some of
our people went over from our camp. Also we had one couple come to us from the Ledge House
and stayed over night. Of course they all praised your well marked trail in both cases.
We are both well. If you are up around our place we give you a cordial invitation to stop with us.
June 13, 1938. Thomas B. Cabot, President, Appalachian Mountain Club, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I want to thank someone, and I suppose it is you, for the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine,
received today.
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I haven’t been to Katahdin for over eleven years, but a hasty thumbing of the pages makes me
anxious to visit the region again.
June 13, 1938. Helon Taylor to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have finished the relocation on the south east end of little Bigelow. This does not make much of
a change in distance or anything. I simply switched over and used one of the logging roads
running along parallel with the trail. I think there will be more to do in the notch between Little
and Big Bigelow but Viles Wing (Chief Fire Warden) and Herbert Blackwell (Watchman) are
going to help me with this as soon as we can all get the time off to do it.
I have put up signs at Bigelow and Dead River. Will get the others up as fast as I can. Right now
is a busy fishing season but after this week I hope to have more time for the A.T. Herbert
Blackwell got a can of paint and was going to repaint and clear the main trail on Bigelow
through the lumber works.
Hope to have more to report next time.
{Copy Stubbs, Attwood, Edwards, Sawyer}
June 14, 1938. W. H. Sawyer, Jr., Bates College, to Myron Avery
My dear Mr. Avery:
I wish to report on work done by the Bates College Outing Club on the A.T. last week.
On Sunday, June 5th, two of the boys started working westward from the Phillips-Rangeley road,
and seven of us started eastward from Frye Bridge, on the Andover-B Hill road. We cleared out
the alders and raspberry bushes in the old tote road from Frye Bridge to Surplus Pond; and a
solid stretch of raspberry bushes up over Spruce Mt. and down the other side to Mountain Brook.
We had considerable ax work on top of Spruce Mt., due to blow downs in the hardwood during
the winter.
On Mountain Brook we encountered the results of a considerable logging operation which had so
obliterated the trail that it could be found at all only with the greatest care; this section we
thoroughly cleared, reblazed, and painted and marked (beyond Mountain Brook we could find
the trail at all only by going ahead to Learned's Camp and working backward). Everything from
Frye Bridge to C Pond is now in perfect condition; this section took so much time however, that
we could not attend to our own side trail up C Bluff; and we left unmowed a few rods of
raspberry bushes near the Tenners Club on Learned's trail, and nearly a quarter of a mile of
raspberry bushes from where the Trail descends from the ridge near South Arm to cross the flat
along the brook to the Andover-South Arm road, for the boys were tired, and the Lively Lad
weeders (which, by the way, are efficient tools) were very dull.
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We reached South Arm just before dark Tuesday, where we were joined by two new recruits
from the College. We stayed here overnight and in the morning I sent five of the men home and
pushed on eastward with three of the ablest fellows, equipped with packs, paint, markers, signs,
and axes. We had little clearing to do until we got around the shoulder of Elephant Mountain,
where we found several blow-downs in the heavy spruce growth that had to be chopped out;
three of the trees were too big for ax work and will have to wait for a cross-cut saw. The section
through the burnt land down Bemis Stream to Summit was poorly marked, and required
considerable work; indeed, had our paint not run low, we could have done more work to
advantage, but the trail can now be clearly followed.
Up to this point, the sections which we found to be the poorest marked, and which we greatly
improved, were at several points around Surplus Pond and over Spruce Mountain, the lumbered
section on Mountain Brook, a bad place where the trail crosses the brook in the gap between
Blue and Elephant Mountains, and a particularly bad place around a beaver swamp on Bemis
Brook, where there was absolutely nothing, going eastward, to indicate where the Trail swung to
the north to go around the swamp; we crossed the swamp and had to hunt out the Trail and
backtrack nearly a mile before we found the place of divergence.
From Summit there was nothing to do on the Trail to Four Ponds, which we reached Wednesday
night after a strenuous day, and found the two men who had been working westward from
Rangeley. They were much troubled because, although they had gone to Gordon Hunt for
directions, and thought they had followed them accurately, they had cut trail for two days near
the Long Pond Truck Road, only to discover they were in the wrong place. I went with them the
next morning and found they had been marking an old trail to Swift River Ponds. We obliterated
their marks where they got off the right trail, so that others may not get into trouble, and
followed the correct Trail out to the Truck Road. There is, however, nearly a mile of the Trail
which closely parallels the Truck Road, that is badly obliterated with brush and tops from a
logging operation of last winter, and we had no time to clear this section. I talked with Gordon
Hunt in Rangeley and he thought he might be able to look after this section himself.
On Thursday, our last available day, we placed the signs on the top of Saddleback, and found
time to build a few much needed cairns near the summit.
I regret we did not complete the whole section of Trail in quite as finished a manner as I would
prefer. We did, however, put up all the signs from Frye Bridge to Saddleback and have cleared
the worst places and so marked all the difficult spots that anyone can traverse the whole section
without danger of straying from the Trail. I think that the section that now needs most attention
(except for the lumbered area near the Rangeley end) is from the Andover-South Arm road to C
Pond, including our own side trail at C Bluff; this is easily accessible from South Arm, and I
hope to be able to get two or three of the local O.C. men to help me attend to it in the near future.
I hope the above running account of our trip will serve to give you a fair picture of the existing
condition of the A.T. through this section of western Maine. If there are any points not made
clear, please let me know. We placed the signs with all the care their fine workmanship deserves;
I think a great deal of credit should be given Mr. Edwards for the excellence of these markers.
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{Copy Stubbs, Attwood, Hunt, Edwards, Taylor}
June 15, 1938. Ralph E. Billings to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Replying to your note of June 6th in regard to trail work to be done from the Bridgton Camp.
We were notified by Corps Area under date of June 8th that they would be unable to approve the
side camp we had requested for work on Trail shelters. Approval is withheld principally on
account of possible serious delay in providing medical attendance and the difficulty in
connection with weekly inspections by the Camp Commander and Camp Surgeon.
The Regional Office has also urged us not to make further applications for side camps.
The side camp question is a very delicate one and under existing circumstances we do not feel
justified in putting forward further requests for special consideration. This is true not only in
regard to the Trail, but to our Timber Estimating projects and several projects, such as,
construction of Towerman’s cabins on Moxie Bald and Mt. Coburn, repairs to fire towers
damaged by ice and snow, etc.
June 16, 1938. Howard Buffington to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery,
I am sorry not to have acknowledged sooner your letter of May 18 and the Geological Survey
maps which you very kindly sent me. They arrived in ample time to take on my trip to Maine and
were of considerable assistance.
I was able to meet Mr. Taylor, who was of great service to us, as was also Mr. Wing, Fire
Warden at Flagstaff. We anticipate a fine camp this summer, as the region offers a wealth of
opportunities for interesting hikes, even some of them must perforce be without trail.
I did not realize the amount of effort and annoyance which my errand might cause you and regret
the imposition; I hope that at some future time I may be able to reciprocate in some more
tangible way than offering you now my belated thanks for your kindness.
June 20, 1938. Myron Avery to Washington Planograph Co.
Gentlemen:
Your bill of June 10th advising of the delivery of the Maine Guidebook to the binder has been
received.
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In keeping with the understanding, I enclose two checks totaling $200, consisting of check of
June 20th of The Appalachian Trail Conference Treasurer F. F. Schuetz in the amount of $175
and my personal check of $25.
Please confirm our understanding that the negatives of all maps and of the manuscript for the
Guide are to be retained by you for the Trail Conference for use in future editions and are not to
be destroyed but are to be kept available for our use.
We had some discussion with Mr. Rook about the possibility of having black prints made from
the plates for use in connection with further revisions of the Maine Guide because of the
condition of the tracings. Because of the expense we did not then feel able to undertake this. We
would like to know for how long a period this possibility can be kept open and the lowest
possible cost.
Please deliver the manuscript to me at 901 Union Trust Building.
I have to call your attention to a slight error in the bill. The final figure, agreed upon, was $400,
not $408.You quoted $420, but this was reduced to $400 when it was ascertained that the binder
was to furnish the cover and print it.
Will you kindly furnish a receipt for the $200, noting payment by the two checks and amounts.
We compliment you on the appearance of the printed pages.
June 20, 1938. Henry S. Hall, Jr., Corresponding Secretary, Appalachian Mountain Club,
to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thank you very much for the Appalachian Trail Guide received this morning. I haven’t had time
to study it carefully yet but will do so eventually and perhaps in the Fall will have chance to visit
some of the country. At the moment (tomorrow) I am off to British Columbia again where
(thank God) there are no trails, much less any guide books, at least on the parts I frequent!
I hope they will never disfigure Katahdin with a cable tramway although the one on Canon Mt.
opened yesterday will no doubt be a boon to many people.
Sometime I want to take a real walk along the higher sections of the Appalachian Trail.
June 22, 1938. Paul A. Heideke, Washington Planograph Co., to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thank you for your remittance to apply on account in the total of $200.00.
We will hold the copies of maps and other material for you for one year without charge.
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The cost for providing black proofs of the maps, from plates now at hand, will be $48.00. We
will not be in position to hold these plates for more than ninety days without charge.
The original manuscript has been returned to 901 Union Trust Building.
With reference to the additional charge of $8.00. this was necessitated by the fact that the book
finally contained 408 pages instead of 400, as originally planned. The final price was on the basis
of $1.00 per page of 400 pages, or a total of $400.00, and the invoice is in accordance with this
price, or 408 pages for $408.00.
June 23, 1938. Myron Avery to Stanley B. Attwood
Dear Stan:
At last, despite many delays, the Guidebooks are out and one is being mailed to you under
separate cover, Because of the expense we have to meet, we are naturally most anxious to
stimulate sales and get this as well publicized as possible.
Taking advantage of Greaton’s offer to help, we have prepared a draft of newspaper release
which I am sending to him. I thought you would want to write your own story on seeing the
Guidebook but that the draft of news release which we are preparing to use might be of some
help to you. This is enclosed.
If you can work in one of your most readable stories and point out where the Guidebook can be
obtained, that is, from 901 Union trust Building, Washington, D. C., or the Maine Publicity
Bureau at Portland, it will be of very great help to us.
June 23, 1938. J. F. Schairer, Secretary, Maine Appalachian Trail Club, to the Members of
the Board of Managers of The Appalachian Trail Conference:
Enclosed is a self-explanatory prospectus for the third edition of the Maine Guidebook.
May I specifically request that each member of the Board turn this prospectus over to the Editor
of the Bulletin or publication of their respective organizations, with the request that publicity be
given to the publication of this edition. When the second edition appeared, I wrote directly to
each member of the Board.
We trust that this request will not be overlooked, for it is extremely important to the Conference
that the publication of this Guide be noted among the Clubs connected with The Appalachian
Trail project.
Additional copies of the prospectus can be had on request to the Conference, 901 Union Trust
Building, Washington, D.C.
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June 23, 1938. Myron Avery to Miss Elizabeth May Craig, National Press Building,
Washington, D. C.
Dear Mrs. Craig:
In keeping with our previous arrangements where we have sent you occasionally news items
about the Trail in Maine, I am enclosing a form of release which will serve to give you necessary
material for an item in your Maine papers.
We shall have different stories in other papers, so I assume that this material should be used
immediately.
Again thanking you for your cooperation,
June 23, 1938. Myron Avery to Congressman Ralph O. Brewster, House of Representatives,
Washington, D. C.
Dear Congressman Brewster:
Enclosed is draft of letter which I have sent to Governor Barrows and to the Maine Senators and
Representatives. We had thought that it would be advisable to take this means of familiarizing
them with the Trail.
In addition to the copy sent to your office, you will find a copy of the Guidebook at your Dexter
address.
June 23, 1938. Myron Avery to Honorable Clyde H. Smith [Member of the Maine House of
Representatives], Skowhegan, Maine
My dear Congressman Smith:
1 am sending to you, under separate cover, copy of the third edition of Guide to The Appalachian
Trail in Maine, issued by the Maine Appalachian Trail Club. You will note that this book of
some 400 pages describes in detail the 266 miles of through Appalachian Trail in Maine. I am
particularly anxious to call the existence of this completed link of the through 2,050 mile
Appalachian Trail to your attention, so that you will be fully cognizant of the unique recreational
asset which the State of Maine now possesses as a result of the activities of The Appalachian
Trail Conference. Many other states have given considerable publicity to through trails in their
localities, but apart from the matter of local pride, as I am a resident of Maine, I believe that we
can safely assert the statement that the Maine section of this Trail is unexcelled for variety and
interest.
You will note that this Guidebook devotes some 92 pages to and has a large scale map of the
area surrounding Mt. Katahdin, some 480 square miles of which has been proposed as a National
Park.
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June 23, 1938. Myron Avery to Honorable James Churchill Oliver [Member of the Maine
House of Representatives], South Portland, Maine
My dear Congressman Oliver:
1 am sending to you, under separate cover, copy of the third edition of Guide to The Appalachian
Trail in Maine, issued by the Maine Appalachian Trail Club. You will note that this book of
some 400 pages describes in detail the 266 miles of through Appalachian Trail in Maine. I am
particularly anxious to call the existence of this completed link of the through 2,050 mile
Appalachian Trail to your attention, so that you will be fully cognizant of the unique recreational
asset which the State of Maine now possesses as a result of the activities of The Appalachian
Trail Conference. Many other states have given considerable publicity to through trails in their
localities, but apart from the matter of local pride, as I am a resident of Maine, I believe that we
can safely assert the statement that the Maine section of this Trail is unexcelled for variety and
interest.
You will note that this Guidebook devotes some 92 pages to and has a large scale map of the
area surrounding Mt. Katahdin, some 480 square miles of which has been proposed as a National
Park.
June 23, 1938. Myron Avery to Honorable Wallace Humphrey White, Jr., United States
Senator, Lewiston, Maine
My dear Senator White:
1 am sending to you, under separate cover, copy of the third edition of Guide to The Appalachian
Trail in Maine, issued by the Maine Appalachian Trail Club. You will note that this book of
some 400 pages describes in detail the 266 miles of through Appalachian Trail in Maine. I am
particularly anxious to call the existence of this completed link of the through 2,050 mile
Appalachian Trail to your attention, so that you will be fully cognizant of the unique recreational
asset which the State of Maine now possesses as a result of the activities of The Appalachian
Trail Conference. Many other states have given considerable publicity to through trails in their
localities, but apart from the matter of local pride, as I am a resident of Maine, I believe that we
can safely assert the statement that the Maine section of this Trail is unexcelled for variety and
interest.
You will note that this Guidebook devotes some 92 pages to and has a large scale map of the
area surrounding Mt. Katahdin, some 480 square miles of which has been proposed as a National
Park.
June 23, 1938. Myron Avery to Honorable Lewis O. Barrows, Governor of Maine
My dear Governor Barrows:
1 am sending to you, under separate cover, copy of the third edition of Guide to The Appalachian
Trail in Maine, issued by the Maine Appalachian Trail Club. You will note that this book of

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1938 – Compiled by David Field – Page

103

some 400 pages describes in detail the 266 miles of through Appalachian Trail in Maine. I am
particularly anxious to call the existence of this completed link of the through 2,050 mile
Appalachian Trail to your attention, so that you will be fully cognizant of the unique recreational
asset which the State of Maine now possesses as a result of the activities of The Appalachian
Trail Conference. Many other states have given considerable publicity to through trails in their
localities, but apart from the matter of local pride, as I am a resident of Maine, I believe that we
can safely assert the statement that the Maine section of this Trail is unexcelled for variety and
interest.
You will note that this Guidebook devotes some 92 pages to and has a large scale map of the
area surrounding Mt. Katahdin, some 480 square miles of which has been proposed as a National
Park.
June 23, 1938. Myron Avery to Honorable Frederick Hale, United States Senator, Portland,
Maine
My dear Senator Hale:
1 am sending to you, under separate cover, copy of the third edition of Guide to The Appalachian
Trail in Maine, issued by the Maine Appalachian Trail Club. You will note that this book of
some 400 pages describes in detail the 266 miles of through Appalachian Trail in Maine. I am
particularly anxious to call the existence of this completed link of the through 2,050 mile
Appalachian Trail to your attention, so that you will be fully cognizant of the unique recreational
asset which the State of Maine now possesses as a result of the activities of The Appalachian
Trail Conference. Many other states have given considerable publicity to through trails in their
localities, but apart from the matter of local pride, as I am a resident of Maine, I believe that we
can safely assert the statement that the Maine section of this Trail is unexcelled for variety and
interest.
You will note that this Guidebook devotes some 92 pages to and has a large scale map of the
area surrounding Mt. Katahdin, some 480 square miles of which has been proposed as a National
Park.
June 23, 1938. Myron Avery to D. T. Saunders, Greenville, Maine
Dear Mr. Saunders:
Recalling that you purchased a number of copies of the second edition of the Maine Guidebook,
we thought it advisable to call to your attention the fact that we have issued the third edition,
which is described in the enclosed prospectus. We shall be very glad to fill any orders which you
may care to place for the Guidebook. We regret that, due to the cost of the book, we will be
unable to make any greater allowance to dealers than 20%.
June 23, 1938. Myron Avery to A. J. Houston, Portland, Maine
Dear Mr. Houston:
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As you have listed from time to time publications of the Appalachian Trail Conference and the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club, we are enclosing a prospectus of the third edition of the Maine
Guidebook which has just been published. We are calling this to your attention and shall
appreciate any notice which you are able to give to the publication.
We regret that, due to the cost of the book, we will be unable to make any greater allowance to
dealers than 20%.
June 23, 1938. Myron Avery to Nelson Loomis, National Park Service, Washington, D. C.
Dear Mr. Loomis:
On March 2, 1933, we wrote you at length with respect to the literature to be displayed at your
New York office in connection with The Appalachian Trail and hiking generally. I now wish to
supplement that letter with respect to Maine. Inquirers as to Maine should be referred to the third
edition of the Guide to The Appalachian Trail in Maine, just published, 395 pages, price $1.50,
obtainable from The Appalachian Trail Conference. Attached is a copy for exhibition at your
New York office, together with a set of extra maps which might be used for exhibition purposes.
We also enclose fifty copies of the prospectus of this Guidebook which should, of course, be
handed or sent out in response to inquiries.
If you will have your New York office advise us when the supply of the prospectus is exhausted,
we shall be very glad to replenish them.
June 23, 1938. Myron Avery to R. B. Skinner, Sec., Maine Horse Association, Auburn,
Maine
Dear Mr. Skinner:
I have read on various occasions your most interesting articles on the Maine bridle trails. You, of
course, are aware of our activity in connection with the hiking trails and I thought it would be of
interest to you to have a copy, with the compliments of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, of the
last edition of the Maine Guidebook. Some of your trail routes probably cross the area covered
by the maps and I had thought that it would be very helpful to establish an interchange of
communications with the thought that you might wish to furnish us the route of your various
bridle trails which could be incorporated into the maps.
As you probably know. Professor W. H. Sawyer, of Bates College, Lewiston, and Stanley B.
Attwood, President of the Maine Alpine Club, Lewiston, are particularly active in The
Appalachian Trail work and you may have an opportunity at some time to discuss these matters
with them.
We will appreciate your keeping us advised of any maps, literature, etc. issued in connection
with the bridle trails. I am sending a copy of this letter to Professor Sawyer and Mr. Attwood.
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June 23, 1938, Myron Avery to D. F. O’Connell, Katahdin Stream Campsite, Millinocket,
Maine
Dear Mr. O'Connell:
You may recall that we sent to you last year a copy of the second edition of the Guidebook and
some maps of the Trail around Katahdin. The third edition which has recently been published
contains, in addition to an up-to-date map, some ninety pages about the Katahdin region.
Naturally there will be inquiries at the Katahdin Stream Campsite for Guidebooks and maps and
we are sending this copy to you with the request that you keep it on exhibition and show it in
response to inquiries. People who wish to know where the Guidebook can be obtained can be
told to order it from the Maine Publicity Bureau, Portland, Maine, or The Appalachian Trail
Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D.C., at cost of $1.50.
We have sent to you some of the prospectus about the Guidebook which can also be used in
answer to inquiries. We have included a number of copies of The Silver Aisle which can be
distributed as you wish. When this supply is exhausted, we should be glad to forward more, if
you will let us know, using the enclosed, addressed postal card. People who wish to obtain these
booklets can be told to apply to the Maine Development Commission, Augusta, Maine, where
they can be had gratis.
We have also sent, under separate cover, the maps of the Katahdin region. We would like to ask
you to place these at some conspicuous place in the camp where people who come to make
purchases, etc., will see the maps.
If this material becomes exhausted or destroyed in any way, if you will let us know, we will be
glad to forward other material. We would appreciate your advising us by one of the addressed
postal cards that the literature has been received.
June 23, 1938. Myron Avery to Frank H. Speed, Secretary, Millinocket Chamber of
Commerce, Millinocket, Maine
Dear Mr. Speed:
1 thought it might be of interest to you to have, in addition to the third edition of the Guide to the
Appalachian Trail in Maine, one or two copies of the loose maps which could be placed on
exhibition in your office. They have been sent under separate cover.
I trust that you will find it possible to help us publicize the Trail in Maine by making the Guide
readily available to inquirers at your office. This can be purchased at a cost of $1.50 from either
the Maine Publicity Bureau at Portland, Maine, or from the Trail Conference at 901 Union Trust
Building, Washington, D.C. In the event that there should be any inquiries for separate maps
apart from the Guidebook, a packet of these could be obtained for 75 cents from the Appalachian
Trail Conference.
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We have sent to you, under separate cover, some of the literature with respect to the Trail. If you
would have any opportunities for distributing The Silver Aisle, I think if you will write J. F.
Smith, General Passenger Agent, Bangor and Aroostook Railroad, at Bangor, he will gladly send
you a supply for free distribution.
We are, of course, very familiar with your most excellent booklet on Katahdin and trust that you
will bear in mind to send us future revisions.
June 23, 1938. Myron Avery to Miss Agnes Dresser, Maine Publicity Bureau
Dear Miss Dresser:
In keeping with our conversation at Portland last winter, since the third edition of the Maine
Guidebook has now appeared, we are mailing to you by parcel post {twenty five} copies to be
handled on consignment in keeping with our previous arrangement. I am also sending you a
supply of the prospectus which can be handed out in response to inquiries.
We are sending you in a tube under separate cover four full sets of the maps contained in the
Guidebook. These, of course, are for the purpose of being substituted for those which you now
have under glass on the counter. There have been considerable changes and the present maps are
very much out of date. We send the three extra sets with the thought that you might wish to
forward one set to each of your branch offices.
When you require anything more in the way of additional literature, prospectus of the Guidebook,
or copies of The Silver Aisle, we understand that you will let us know.
We have included one dozen Guidebook cartons, in the event you should have any mail orders.
You will note that the third edition sells for $1.50.
It is unnecessary for me to repeat what I told you at Portland, how much we appreciate the
thorough going cooperation of the Publicity Bureau and its help in publicizing The Appalachian
Trail.
June 23, 1938. J. F. Schairer, Secretary, Maine Appalachian Trail Club
We have sent to you under separate cover the third edition of Guide to the Appalachian Trail in
Maine. This is one of the series of five Guidebooks to the entire Appalachian Trail, which was
completed in 1937.
The contents of this publication are set forth in the enclosed prospectus. We believe that this
publication will be of considerable interest to your readers and, apart from any intrinsic merit of
the publication, a detailed review would be of considerable benefit to the Appalachian Trail
project.
We should be very glad to send any of the other publications of the Trail Conference, which you
would care to review.
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June 23, 1938. Myron Avery to Everett Greaton, Maine Development Commission
Dear Mr. Greaton:
You will recall our conversation on my last visit to Augusta to the effect that you would be very
glad to help us obtain publicity for the Trail and its approaches, if we would send to you a draft
of material which you could use. By pressure of other matters, we have been prevented from
carrying out this intention to any extent up to the present time but I hope, with matters slackening
off, we can do better from now on.
The appearance of our new Guidebook, a copy of which is being sent to you, it seems to me,
affords on opportunity. Naturally we need to get as much publicity as possible for we have a very
heavy bill to meet in connection with the printing of this publication. I am enclosing a form of a
newspaper release, as well as a prospectus for this publication.
1 hope you will find it possible to give the appearance of this Guide wide publicity.
It is unnecessary for me to say that we shall be very grateful, for we need to stimulate its sale and
have its appearance publicized. It is almost more than a necessity with us.
There is a possibility that the 1939 Appalachian Trail Conference will be held in Maine.
I shall be interested to know if there have been any developments in connection with your
booklet on the Maine Mountains.
{Copy Attwood, Flynt}
June 23, 1938. Myron Avery to Yankee Magazine, Dublin, New Hampshire
Gentlcmen:
We have noted in the several issues of your most interesting magazine references to the literature
on trails in New England.
You are perhaps aware that the through Appalachian trail is one of the primary recreational
features of this area. The trail in Maine, which is described in the 1938 issue of In the Maine
Woods, which we have sent to you under separate cover, has been recently completed. It is of a
very high order and has attracted a great deal of attention.
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club has also just issued a Guide to this trail. One of the features
of this Guide is the extensive description of the area around Katahdin. We are enclosing a
prospectus, and a form of a newspaper release dealing with this Guidebook and we trust that you
will be able to give this publication some currency in the columns of Yankee Magazine.
We would also request that you correct the listing of those publications which have appeared in
your columns, as follows:
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GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE,
395 pages, 10 maps, $1.50.
THE SILVER AISLE, 32 pages, illustrated.
(Send postage and addressed gummed label )
Both publications may be obtained from the Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust
Building, Washington, D. C. Please change your listing in this connection from the New England
Trail Conference, which does not carry these publications.
From a review of the literature, you may conclude that you would like to have an article on the
Trail in Maine for Yankee Magazine. If so, we shall be very glad to furnish it.
{Copy Flynt, Attwood}
June 23, 1938. Myron Avery to Adelaide Meserve, Executive Secretary, Appalachian
Mountain Club
Dear Miss Meserve:
As you have done on previous occasions, would you insert in the next issue of your bulletin the
following notice:
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club announces the publication of the third edition of GUIDE TO
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, comprising 395 pages and 10 maps. (Obtainable
from The Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D.C.; $1.50.)
This Guide contains full data, in both directions for the 266 miles of completed Appalachian
Trail in Maine, side trails, descriptive articles on the route, geology and history of the Trail, two
chapters comprising 90 pages descriptive of the region about Mt. Katahdin, a bibliography, and
full index. The approaches and available accommodations are also set forth.
June 23, 1938. Myron Avery to Henry S. Hall, Jr., Cambridge, Mass.
Dear Mr. Hall:
You may recall our correspondence of last Fall with respect to the future issues of the A.M.C.
Katahdin Guide, which was prompted by our feeling that it would be the courteous thing to
advise the A.M.C. of the scope of the Third Edition of the Maine Guide with respect to the
Katahdin area. I have thought that it would be of interest to you to have a copy of the Maine
Guide, which you will see contains about twice as much material as the Katahdin Guide. This, I
believe, bears out what I said as to the availability of material and the situation with respect to
the revision of the A.M.C. Guide.
I am sending this publication to you with my compliments.
June 23, 1938. Myron Avery to The Washington Planograph Co.
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Gentlemen:
I have your letter of June 22, 1938, addressed to the Appalachian Trail Conference.
In keeping with the request of your Mr. Rook, we have mailed to you a copy of the printed Guide.
We shall be glad to have the benefit of your comments on the binding.
We note that we shall have to advise you within 90 days as to whether or not we wish to have
black proofs made of the maps from the plates now at hand.
The second paragraph of your letter, however, does not quite meet our understanding of the
situation. We want to take very positive steps to prevent any possible destruction of the negatives
of the Guidebook or of the maps. It was for this reason that we asked that they be permitted to
stay in our custody. The difficulty is that the space of a year would elapse and we would
overlook taking the matter up with you and find that the negatives had been destroyed, which
would be in keeping with your understanding as set forth in your letter of June 22. We appreciate
that you desire to keep control of the negatives, but it is imperative that we have a different
arrangement as we shall not have occasion of course to use them again within the short space of
a year. I would suggest that the negatives of the maps and book be delivered to us with the
understanding that we are keeping them for you. Otherwise there is a possibility of their being
destroyed. In any event, it is our understanding that there was no time limitation upon the length
of the period for which the negatives were to be retained. The original manuscript has not yet
been returned to 901 Union Trust Building.
{Copy Marion Park}
June 23, 1938. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor
Dear Helon:
I was glad to have your letter and to know that the Mt. Bigelow situation will soon be cared for. I
have been in New York for the past three weeks and matters have piled up.
I am hoping that I can get to that section soon for I want to come from Kennebec by the Dead
River Road and remeasure the changes on Bigelow. I will let you know when I can do this as I
will want to see you. I will probably have to make a quick trip, but I hope to see some of your
trails that I have not yet been over.
We are mailing out the Maine Guidebooks and I have sent four to you to use as you see fit. I had
thought that you might want to pass a copy on to Herbert Blackwell and to Viles Wing if they
helped you clear the trail on Bigelow. I had first thought that I might write them and say that we
were sending the Guidebooks in appreciation of their assistance to you, but if it did not
materialize then there would be no point in having done so. So I thought it best to send the books
direct to you. However, if you wish I would be very glad to write them and say that the Guides
were being delivered to them by you because of their assistance to you in the trail work. You can
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let me know how you want this handled. If I hear nothing from you, I will know that there is
nothing you are expecting me to do.
June 23, 1938. Myron Avery to A. A. Berry, President, Dead River Fish & Game
Association, Stratton, Maine
Dear Mr. Berry:
I have received a copy of the Dead River Fish and Game Association's booklet for 1938, which I
have read with very considerable interest, due to my familiarity with this area.
I should like to suggest that in next year's edition the route of the Appalachian Trail be more
definitely indicated. I am enclosing one of the sketch maps from the new edition of our Maine
Guidebook. As you probably know, Mr. Helon Taylor is a Director of the Maine Appalachian
Trail Club, which maintains this section of trail, and could supply you with further information if
required.
I hope that in the next issue you can devote some space to the Appalachian Trail in this area, as
one of the attractions of the Dead River section. For this purpose, I have sent to you a copy of the
booklet descriptive of the Trail in Maine.
June 24, 1938.
Corrections to be made in
Fourth Edition of Guide to Appalachian Trail in Maine
Pages I, II, III, IV, V, VI, VII, VIII, IX, X : Page numbers should be small, not caps.
Page 1. (Introduction): Add a note such as appears in New England Guide manuscript, as to the
theory on which this Guide was prepared.
Page 2 (second paragraph): Change "List of camping, hiking, winter sports and trail clearing
equipment" to "Hiking, Camping, Winter sports and Trail-clearing Equipment."
Page 3: Insert reference to Hatch's article re Western Maine. {On the Appalachian Trail in
Western Maine, June, 1938, pp. 56-68 Vol. 22 No. 1 [Appalachia]}
Page 3: Change "April 3" to "April 3rd “
Page 4. line 11: After "of" strike out "a".
Page 5, lines 1 and 2: "Directory" should have broken underlining.
Page 5:

Retype this page to get larger type.

Page 6:

Rewrite this page.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1938 – Compiled by David Field – Page

111

Page 6, middle of page: Close up “G. N. P. Co’s.”.
Page 9:

Make clear that these figures are distances along the A.T., excluding (?) or
including (?) side trails.

Page 10, line 10: Add "Bert L. Spaulding" after "Ledge House".
Page 10:

After (214.37 m.) "Look" take out comma.

Page 12:

Rewrite page to incorporate footnote.

Page 15:

Improve the language on this page.

Page 17, 4th and 5th line from bottom:
Page 20:

Check language here for its correctness.

Revise this page in keeping with facts and see if type is too heavy on original.

Page 20, line 30: Add "Lake" after "Rainbow”.
Page 31:

Insert this page number.

Page 38, last line: Strike out the comma.
Page 39, line 11:

”0f” should be "For”.

Pages 40 and 41:

Correct situation with respect to pagination of Sketch Map and preceding
page

Page 49, line 10 from bottom: Insert "Bangor, Me.".
Page 115:

Under "The Awl" [Owl?], Witherle Ravine should have broken
underscoring.

Page 109, 10th line:

Change "lake" to "the lake".

Page 124:

Correct situation with respect to page numbering here on "Trail Sections".

Page 142:

State where permit is obtained.

Page 147:

Write "GULF HAGAS" as small letters, broken underlining.

Page 149, line 9:

Change “tote-road” to “road”.

Page 159, line 10 from bottom: Write "Me." for "Maine".
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Page 166, 21st line:

Before "Narrows" insert "Mosquito".

Page 167, 5th line:

Omit “Railroad”.

Page 168, 8th line:

After “route from” insert “Moxie”.

Page 171, first paragraph: “fine view” is repeated; “Trail leads”.
Page 171, 4th line from bottom: Change “Roundtop” to “Round Top”.
Page 175, 33rd line: Change “Roundtop” to “Round Top”.
Page 175:

Check junction of 2 trails.

Page 181, 8th line:

Spell out "Sandy River and Rangeley Lakes Railroad".

Page 182, next to last line: Spell out "Sandy River and Rangeley Lakes Railroad".
Page 187:

Insert Houghton truck road distance.

Page 194, 18th line: Change "Sawyer Mtn." to "Sawyers Mtn."
19th line: Change "Sawyer Brook" to "Sawyers Brook".
Page 195, 27th line: Change "Sawyer" to "Sawyers”.
Page 195, 33rd line: Change “Sawyer” to “Sawyers”.
Page 197, 22nd line: Strike out "Andover is 5.7 m. to left.”
25th line: After "Trail." Insert "Andover is 5.7 m. to left.
Page 199:

"Uprooted 1937" to remain in?

Page 199, line 6:

Insert hyphen in “semi-open”.

Page 200, 2nd line:
Last line:

Change "MTN." to "MOUNTAIN..
Change "A.T." to "The Appalachian Trail".

Page 201, 31st line:

Change "Grafton Notch Forest Service Campground" to "Maine Forest
Service Grafton Notch Campground”.

Page 208, 6th and 7th lines: Change "Grand Trunk” to "Canadian National (Grand Trunk)".
Page 211, 7th line from bottom: Change “Grafton Notch Forest Service" to "Maine Forest
Service Grafton Notch".
Page 213, 7th line:

Change “Shelter” to “Lean-to”.
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Page 218, 10th line from bottom: Change “Sawyer Brook” to Sawyers Brook”.
Page 224, line 14:

“Bemis Camp" should be "Camp Bemis”.

Page 236, 6th line from bottom: Change “Roundtop” to “Round Top”.
Page 238, Caption
24th line

After "Village" insert "(Me. Highway 16)”.
Enclose "Joe Farm" in quotation marks.

Page 241:

“feet” should be “ft.”

Page 243,

17th line:
Before "Bald” insert "Moxie".
30th and 31st lines: After "Troutdale” strike out "Railroad".

Page 244, 18th line:

Before "Bald” insert "Moxie".

Page 246, 5th line:
17th line:

Before "Bald” insert "Moxie".
Before "Brook" change "Mtn." to "Mountain”.

Page 247, 19th line:

Change "B. & A. R.R." to "Bangor and Aroostook Railroad”.

Page 250, 1st line:

Change "lumbercamp" to "lumber camp".

Page 259:

"Outlying Camp" (2 places) should be small letter.

Page 264, Caption:
18th line:

Change "Maher" to "Mahar".
Change "Maher" to "Mahar".

Page 265, 25th line:

Change "Maher" to "Mahar".

Page 265, 29th line:

Change "Maher" to "Mahar".

Page 266, Caption, 2nd line, 24th line, 16th line: Change "Maher" to "Mahar".
Page 270, 15th and 16th lines: Change "G.N.P. Co.’s Greenville-Ripogenus Road," to
"Millinocket-Greenville Road which it leaves”.
Page 273, 5th and 6th lines: Change "wire suspension bridge” to "Nesowadnehunk Cable
Bridge".
Page 274, 4th from bottom: Change "Millinocket-Nesowadnehunk" to "MillinocketGreenville".
Page 275, 3rd and 4th lines: Change "Millinocket-Nesowadnehunk" to "MillinocketGreenville".
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Page 279, 14th line:

After "ridge" strike out comma.

Page 281, 20th line, 1st word: Strike out “East”.
Page 283:

Insert footnote in text.

Page 290:

Insert footnote in text.

Page 292, 13th and 17th lines:

Strike out “East”.

Page 294, 10th and 11th lines:

Change "Millinocket-Nesowadnehunk" to "MillinocketGreenville".

Page 294, 24th line:

Change “the cable bridge” to “Nesowadnehunk Cable Bridge”.

Page 296, 6th line:
Change “Rainbow Lake Trail” to Nesowadnehunk-Rainbow Trail”.
Page 296, 3rd line from bottom:
Change “Cable bridge” to “Nesowadnehunk Cable Bridge”.
Page 300, 2nd, 3rd, 4th lines: Change “Tote-road” to “Road”.
Page 304, Caption:

Strike out “Mt.”

Page 306, 2nd line:

Strike out “Village”.

Page 310,

3rd line:
6th line:
11th line:
16th line:
35th line:

Page 311, next to last line:

Change "Millinocket-Nesowadnehunk Road" to "MillinocketGreenville Road".
After “Nesowadnehunk” insert “Cable”.
Strike out “Outlet”.
Change “Maher” to “Mahar”.
Change “Tote-road” to “Road”.
Change “Roundtop” to “Round Top”.

Page 338:

Insert subsequent publications of Trail Conference.

Page 340:

Insert subsequent articles by M. H. Avery.

Page 342:

Insert Hatch Reference to A. T. article in June, 1936 Appalachia.

VII:

Insert subsequent publications of A.T.C.

IX:

Check Reference to Guides here.

X:

Check Reference to Guides here.
GENERAL QUERIES
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1. Use of asterisks to mark separations of detailed from generalized data and statement:
“Detailed Trail data are:” Elaborate generalized account of trail in each section.
2. Through "Index", the periods are to go in the parenthesis after the "See" phrases.
3. Include reference to all lean-tos subsequently built since 1937.
4. Write "passable by automobile".
5. Underline Section “South to North” etc.
6. Form of word "cross-country".
7. Katahdin Chapter--Change estimated distances to accord with exact distances. (See detailed
list of trails to be measured at Katahdin.)
8. Check distance to Hunt Trail from Millinocket (25.9 m.).
9. Route along Logan Brook and change references to mileage markers in data.
10. Measurements on Kokadjo-B Pond Road (p. 142-change 19 to 19.4 m.).
11. Change from Chadwick's to York's camps--relocation (?) in trail in 1937 near White Brook.
12. Viewpoint on Fourth Mtn. (Barren-Chairback Range).
13. Bigelow and Little Bigelow Trails.
14. Pages 7, 10, 178, 180, 181, 230, 231, 232. Reddington to be spelled with one “d” to
correspond with map.
15. Revision of trail description on Mahoosuc Range; re-measure trail.
{16. Black Fly Season and Precautions}
June 24, 1938 {Copy File 41 & 43, Guidebook, Edwards}
WORK TO BE DONE ON APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
(This list excludes CCC work list of October. 1937; this list is a revision of September 3. 1936
list.)
1. Renew Appalachian Trail markers.
2. Check all mile markers and repaint.
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3. Trails to be measured at Katahdin:
1. South Branch Trail
2. Wassataquoik Tote-road from Stacyville to New City Campground.
3. Part of Katahdin Lake Tote-road from Wassataquoik stream.
4. Baxter Peak Cut-Off
5. Cathedral Trail
6. Klondike Trail
7. Northwest Basin Trail
8. Doubletop Mtn.
9. Sentinel Mtn.
***
(Note that in North Peaks trail data and Wassataquoik Lake Trail, the distance from Turner
Brook to trail over footbridge at south end of flowage has been estimated as .05 m.
The Trail, direct from Hamlin Peak to The Saddle Trail, has been estimated at .75 m.; where
does it fork from Caribou Spring Trail?)
***
4. Change mile markers 5, 6 and 7 on Section 1. North to_South.
5. Remove trail markers painted blue on blue-blazed side trail and paint blue certain white paint
blazes which have been overlooked on Nesowadnehunk-Rainbow Trail.
6. Change mile markers between Rainbow Lake and Nahmakanta Lake. Present markers are .08
m. too far north.
7. Remeasure for relocation between Berry's Camps and Boudreau's Camp, from North to South,
and put in mile markers. See that trail along East Branch and between East Branch and top of
ridge west of Berry's is carefully marked, because of the recent logging operations.
8. Check from Hermitage to York's to see if lumbering necessitates remarking or has changed
trail data.
9. Remeasure from York's to Dore's Tote-road for relocations, from North to South, putting in
mile markers - Chairback-Barren Range.
10. Remeasure, check Trail data, putting in mile markers and measuring side trails from Little
Wilson to Monson, measuring all side trails.
11. Road at Monson and at Blanchard to be remarked, painting out excess blazes.
12. On Moxie Mountain, cairns to be built along summit, clearing to be better done on top and
lean-to to be built on east side of mountain at Old Hollingsworth and Whitney No. 5
Campground site. The tote-road between 4 and 6 miles approx. from Blanchard needs marking.
Put in mile markers 13 to 16 on west slope of mountain.
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13. Check Trail west of Troutdale on lower east slope of Pleasant Pond Mountain to see if beaver
flowage had made necessary a relocation.
14. Check along Bald Mountain Brook to see if beaver flowage has made relocation necessary.
15. Trail data from Pierce Pond to Dead River Village to be checked in field and mile markers
put in.
16. Remove any confusion as to marking on Pierce pond Tote-road reported in 1936 by Hicks.
Paint out gravel road. Was old marking at Moxie Pond and on Carry Pond Tote-road removed by
Me. Forest Service Patrolman Martin?
17. Trail relocations on Mt. Bigelow Range to be remeasured and mile markers put in.
18. Cheek Bigelow Range trail data because of Taylor's relocation at Reservoir.
19. Many additional cairns required on Mt. Saddleback, particularly to mark trail where it enters
scrub on west end of Mountain.
20. Put in mile markers, Section 19, Me. Highway 4 to Maine Highway 16. Nos. 1, 2, if in place,
are property located. No. 3 in place (7/33); others, to be shortened by .15 m. (6, 7 and 8); 4 and 5
were on discarded section of A.T.
21*. Mile markers on Section 21 - Me. Highway 17 to Andover- Frye Brook Road. No. 1, 2, 5
and 6 in place.
10, 11 and 12 O. K.
No. 3 at Squirrel Rock Lean-to.
No. 4 at Tenners Club
No. 7 at Mountain Brook.
Locate 8 and 9.
No. 2 marker is at 2.2 m. instead of 2.
*To be put in by B.0.C. in 1939; see memo re work to be done.
22. Log bridge over The Churn on Frye Brook (uprooted) to be restored.
23. Measure Mahoosuc Trail in Maine.
*****
Lean-tos on Hunt Trail, Penobscot West Branch, Nahmakanta and Rainbow to be made public
campsites?
Have signs (supplied by Maine Forest Service) designating public campsite been put up on each
shelter?
*****
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MAJOR TRAIL, PROBLEMS
A. Roofs on all shelters require more or less work due to cracking and warping of slabs on roofs.
B. Build latrines for Grafton, Frye Brook, Elephant, Sabbath Day, Piazza Rock, Saddleback,
Sugarloaf, Bigelow Col, Horns Ponds, and Cold Stream, West Branch, Nahmakanta and
Rainbow Lean-tos.
C. Build shelter on Spaulding Mtn. at clearing made by Hicks. crew in 1937 at spring, 8 m. from
Bigelow Village.
D. Build lean-tos on Arnold Trail route at Jerome Brook and Carrying Place Brook.
E. Construction of a side trail to Elephant Mtn.
F. Construction of a side trail to Mt. Abraham
G. Complete lean-to chain In Maine
June 24, 1938. Theodore Searnon, Clerk, Senator Wallace White’s Office, to Myron Avery
My dear Mr. Avery:
This acknowledges your recent letter which has just been received in the absence of Senator
White, who has been called back to Washington for a few days to attend the meeting of a special
committee.
I know that the Senator will be much interested in examining the Guide to the Appalachian Trail
in Maine, as he has always taken an interest in matters pertaining to out door life and the
recreational advantages of the State of Maine. Your courtesy to him and thoughtfulness in
sending this publication to him will be deeply appreciated.
June 24, 1938. Myron Avery to Ralph E. Billings, Assistant Forester
Dear Mr. Bllllngs:
Your letter advising that the Army will not authorize the side camps this year is most
discouraging. I suppose that they do not appreciate that this is just the thing which has been done
for the past three years. I am going to lay the situation before Mr. Fechner because of his interest
in trail work.
We are, of course, very thankful that so such has been accomplished, but it is particularly
unfortunate that it should have come just at the time when the work was needed to complete the
lean-to program as well as some of the things which could not be done last year. I am
particularly sorry that the needed shelter on Spaulding Mountain will not be built and, as I have
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mentioned before, some of the roofs on the existing structures need rebuilding, as well as the
providing of out buildings.
I hope that you will like the Guide which we have sent to you under separate cover.
I know you are very busy but if you can find time to keep me posted as to developments, I would
greatly appreciate it, for it is hard to keep in touch with things down here.
June 24, 1938. Myron Avery to Robert Stubbs, Forest Supervisor, Augusta, Maine
Dear Mr. Stubbs:
You will be receiving today copy of the Third Edition of the Maine Guide, which we have just
mailed out. We have spent a lot of time on it and trust that it will meet with your approval. We
are doing everything we can to get publicity for it. I enclose copy of a notice which we have sent
out, which you might be able to place in some paper in Western Maine. I have written Mr.
Greaton.
I am writing you now on a matter in which I know you can be of help to me. There is a strong
probability that the 1939 Trail Conference will be held in Maine and we wanted to work out a
program which would combine opportunities for a vacation, travel on the Trail in Maine and an
opportunity for people to see Katahdin. Therefore, we had thought of scheduling a weekend
convention in late August, to be followed by various trips over the Trail in Maine of a week or
two weeks, plus a short direct trip to Katahdin from the place of the Conference for those who
did not have the necessary time. What we want to find is a suitably located place which would
accommodate from 75 to 100, at fair rates, which could serve as the base. Apart from their
limited capacity, if we use one sporting camp, it would arouse jealousy on the part of other
camps, I fear. On the other hand, we would like this business to fall to someone interested in the
Trail. It has occurred to me that Greenville would be a logical place because of its accessibility
by train and the ease from which parties could start on a 10-day trip or a trip direct to Katahdin. I
had thought that we might have a conference on Friday afternoon and Saturday for the boat trip
on the lake, to Kineo on Sunday, and then start the trail trips on Monday. Millinocket does not
seem to be so desirable a base. I am, however, stumped as to what place in Greenville or its
vicinity we could use. Knowing of your familiarity with the territory, I thought I would ask for
the benefit of your suggestions. You will understand that this is entirely unofficial and that we do
not want to make any premature commitments, as I have to lay the entire matter before the Board
of Managers. With the advice that you can give me, I could plan more intelligently.
Our seeming inability to get any CCC work is going to be a real handicap.
June 24, 1938. MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB to the Sporting Camps Along the
Route of the Appalachian Trail
There has been sent to you, with the compliments of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, a copy
of the 395 page revised third edition of Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine. We are asking
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that you keep this Guide on exhibition at your Camps. We know that it will be of interest to your
guests.
Guests inquiring as to where the Guides may be purchased should be advised to order by sending
$1.50 to
The Appalachian Trail Conference,
901 Union Trust Building,
Washington, D.C.
whereupon the Guide will be sent postpaid.
While the Guidebook contains a folded copy of the map covering the area in which your Camps
are located, we thought that you would like to have an unbound copy of the map to post at some
conspicuous place in your Camps, where it could be readily examined by your guests. This map
has been sent to you under separate cover. In the event that it is desired to purchase copies of the
maps, separate from the Guidebook, a full set of the ten maps may be had at a cost of 75 cents.
These maps, however, are sold in sets; single copies cannot be supplied.
June 24, 1938.
DISTRIBUTION OF MAINE GUIDEBOOK
205…..Mailed out June 23, 1938
3…..Delivered M.H.Avery
65…..In File cases, tied up.
48…..In carton
61…..In carton
72…..In three packages (unwrapped)
25…..Sent Miss Agnes Dresser, Maine Publicity Bureau on consignment
300…..In Box at residence of M.H. Avery, 035 Rosemount Ave., Wash., D.C.
600
----------------------------87…..List of Complimentary Copies
18…..List of Review Copies
2…..Copyright (Not mailed out on June 23, 1938)
106
61…..Advance Sales to June 24, 1938
33…..Class D Members (excluding Miss Stephenson and Park)
201…..Accounted for (discrepancy of 5 copies) (Deducting copyright copies)
-----------------------------
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COST OF GUIDEBOOK
{6/27 2 review copies not listed here sent}
Planograph Co:
$226.50………….Maps
408.00………….Printing
4.03………….Express to Binder at Baltimore
1.10………….Express from Baltimore to Washington (300 copies Rosemount Ave.)
.68………….Express from Baltimore to Washington (200 copies; Union Trust)
1.06………….Express from Baltimore to Washington (300 copies; Union Trust)
Moore & Co.
150.00…..Binding books @ $18 ¾
_____________
$791.37
Paid on Maps bill—Planograph Co. $43.50; 5/18/38
Printing bill
200.00 6/20/38
Express bills $2.78
(Estimate 106 complimentary and review; plus Cook copy; plus possible 35 Class D copies or
142 potential non-sales copies.
Add increased Class members. 650 copies sold equal $975 but
deduct 20 per cent on copies sent book dealers.
INCIDENTAL EXPENSE: Containers $10.09; Prospectus $11; Postage to 6/24 $23. paid
{Copy Finance folder, Stephenson, Park}
June 24, 1938. Myron Avery to W. H. Sawyer, Jr., Bates College
Dear Sawyer:
I have just come back from New York and in the myriad of Trail matters which seem to have
accumulated I find your letter of June 14th. You will understand why I have not answered sooner.
I have gone thru this most carefully. Your comments anticipate many questions which I would
have asked. I am certainly oblidged to you for writing me in such detail and giving me such a
clear picture. I have taken the liberty to have copies made and send them to others interested in
Western Maine.
First I want to say that from many years of Trail work I know just how much labor was involved
and what you people face. This past year was an unfortunate one for us as far as lumbering is
concerned. I knew from Hunt--in fact I think I passed on his letter--that the Mountain Brook area
was being lumbered. Bigelow is a bad mess too. Happily from what I hear these operations have
wound up and we may hope for a respite. It is tough to be faced with that on the first year.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1938 – Compiled by David Field – Page

122

I note that the weeders worked well. Probably in the future it would be well to have new tools at
the highways for the condition of these weeders is very telling as to their effectiveness. You have
the address of the maker.
That misunderstanding as to the Rangeley end was most unfortunate. I do hope Hunt can clear
that up. Otherwise I should think that we would be in good shape in western Maine for any
excursions from the A.M.C. Flagstaff Camp.
If the Guidebooks had been available then this error wouldn't have happened. By the time you
have this letter you will also have the Guidebook. Those were mailed out last night and as the
issue was not ready until then, this will explain why your copy had not reached you before. I
shall try to travel that section again for I am afraid that the lumbering has made the description
somewhat in error. I shall be glad to have you check that map and text and tell me of any
changes which should now be made.
We have had one set back. After the side camps from Bridgton and Greenville had been
approved by the Forest Service and were ready to go to work on the shelters, the Army vetoed
side camps this year. I am working on the problem but I don't know what can be done.
Edwards will appreciate your remarks about his signs. I am glad that so much pains was taken to
put them in proper and conspicuous localities. Often times they are so carelessly placed as to
render their value very little.
I knew that the Spruce Mtn. section would give trouble on second growth but that must be the
world's worst place for raspberry bushes. Also I judge that there is no trouble now with the
marking on the old dam and sluice on Black Brook two miles east of Highway 5. I thought you
might have trouble in the lumbered area before hitting the County Line. I have been afraid of
beaver flows coming in on that Bemis Brook section. A lot of it is rough footing too. I don't quite
see what could have happened to the marking there for it was all right before. (I did go the other
way, although I try to check both ways.)
Do you feel that there is now enough cairn work on Saddleback for foggy weather and
particularly to show one going west how to get off the mountain?
It would be fine if you found the opportunity to polish off that section from South Arm Road
toward C Pond to complete things.
If your plan of doing this maintenance as a part of B.O.C. activities at the end of school can be
maintained it would seem that we need not worry about the Trail condition in this section. This
comes at a most opportune time too.
I want to use a part of your letter in the next letter report. If you need anything in the way of
maps, literature, or other copies of the Guidebook please let me know.
I will appreciate your letting me know of any developments which come to your attention.
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P.S.: For what it is worth please convey to the B.O.C. party the commendation and appreciation
of the Conference for what was, I know, a great piece of work.
I don’t need to say that I have written this or rather typed it personally to avoid further delay in
answering you. [I corrected numerous typos!]
June 25, 1938. Myron Avery to The Editor, Bulletin, Adirondack Mountain Club, Albany
Dear Sir:
Will you kindly insert in the next issue of your bulletin the following notice:
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club announces the publication of the third edition of GUIDE TO
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, comprising 395 pages and 10 maps (obtainable from
The Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D. C.; $1.50). This
GUIDE contains full data, in both directions, for the 266 miles of completed Appalachian Trail
in Maine, side trails, descriptive articles on the route, geology and history of the Trail, two
chapters comprising 90 pages descriptive of the region about Mt. Katahdin, a bibliography, and
full index. The approaches and available accommodations are also set forth.
We are sure that many members of your organization are familiar with the Appalachian Trail in
Maine and the Katahdin region and therefore this notice should be of interest to them. Naturally,
any publicity given to this GUIDE will be of benefit to The Appalachian Trail project and will be
much appreciated by us.
June 25, 1938. Myron Avery to The Editor, Long Trail News, Green Mountain Club,
Rutland, Vermont
Dear Sir:
Will you kindly insert in the next issue of your bulletin the following notice:
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club announces the publication of the third edition of GUIDE TO
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, comprising 395 pages and 10 maps (obtainable from
The Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D. C.; $1.50). This
GUIDE contains full data, in both directions, for the 266 miles of completed Appalachian Trail
in Maine, side trails, descriptive articles on the route, geology and history of the Trail, two
chapters comprising 90 pages descriptive of the region about Mt. Katahdin, a bibliography, and
full index. The approaches and available accommodations are also set forth.
We are sure that many members of your organization are familiar with the Appalachian Trail in
Maine and the Katahdin region and therefore this notice should be of interest to them. Naturally,
any publicity given to this GUIDE will be of benefit to The Appalachian Trail project and will be
much appreciated by us.
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June 25, 1938. Jean Stephenson to Edgar L. Heermance, Chairman, The New England
Trail Conference, New Haven, Connecticut
Dear Mr. Heermance:
In the absence of Miss Park, who is on an extended vacation out West, I am attending to her mail.
Your letter of June 24th has just been received. Before sending the 10 copies of GUIDE TO THE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE requested therein, I thought it would be well to write you
regarding them.
I do not find in the files any record of any arrangement either for this Guide or in the past, by
which the Maine Club or the trail Conference has furnished the Maine Guide on consignment, or
at a discount, nor do I recall any such arrangement having been made with respect to this edition
alone. I do find that we sold, at the full price, a number of copies of the 2nd edition to the New
England Trail Conference. I also find that The Appalachian Trail Conference sold for the New
England Trail Conference about 50 copies of the New England Guide and remitted to the New
England Conference the full list price, less the cost of the postage. I am sure you can appreciate
that it is quite important to receive the full list price, in order to cover all costs.
In view of those facts 1 am afraid it will not be practicable to send you any Maine Guides on
consignment or at a discount. However, we can send you any number you designate, and bill you
for them at full list price of $1.50 each, or at this price less an estimated allowance for postage of
nine cents making a net price of $l.41. This would be sufficient postage for the third zone, and as
most of your sales would be in the first and second zones, it would be ample to cover the postage
cost on all. Or if you prefer you can refer all orders for the Maine Guide to us here, and we will
fill them direct. This can be done either by mailing the order and remittance on to us, or if no
remittance is received by sending to the inquirer one of the announcements, such as I am
enclosing. I will be glad to send you a number of them, which you might use to answer inquiries.
They will require only 1-1/2 cents postage.
We duly received the order you forwarded from Mr. Chase Kimball, and filled it on June 23rd,
when the first distribution of the Guide was made.
A record had been kept of all orders and those ordering informed by means of the enclosed card
that delivery would be some time in June. Then, when the volume went to the binders, the
Announcement (copy enclosed) was mailed to all who had inquired without placing an order and
to others known to be interested. The response has been most gratifying but as we depend on
sales to cover the cost of bringing out the book we are anxious to secure as wide publicity as
possible.
I have had it on my mind to write you for some time, but have been so occupied with attending
to the daily work and getting ready to send out the Maine Guide that I had to postpone it. The
Treasurer asked me to send you a note to the effect that he had not yet received the yearly
contribution from the New England Trail Conference to the Appalachian Trail Conference. Will
you please consider this as notice to that effect, and thus save me writing another letter to you as
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Chairman of the New England Trail Conference. That contribution goes, as you know, to Mr.
Frederick F. Schuetz, 233 Broadway, New York City. I think he will appreciate it if your
Treasurer will attend to this soon, as he is naturally anxious to clear up the year’s accounts.
Please let me hear from you about the Guidebooks, i.e., which plan you wish to follow, and
whether I am to send you any and bill you for them. I wish it were possible to follow out your
suggestion of a discount, but such a procedure was not allowed for in figuring costs, etc., and I
am afraid it would set a rather bad precedent. With the experience of the New England Trail
Conference in publishing material for sale at nominal prices 1 am sure you can fully understand
the situation.
June 25, 1938. Myron Avery to Robert Fechner, Director, Civilian Conservation Corps,
Washington, D. C.
Dear Mr. Fechner:
You will recall our previous correspondence with respect to the work done by the CCC on The
Appalachian Trail in Maine. This work had been in progress by side camps since 1935. I know
that you are generally familiar with the very satisfactory results which have been obtained and
the contribution to a very worthwhile movement in increasing facilities for out-of-door recreation.
We have just received most discouraging news from Maine. Plans had been set up this year to
continue work left undone last year, particularly in the way of constructing the chain of open
shelters for use by travelers along the Trail. This program was set up by the State officials and
approved by the Forest Service. Unfortunately, as I am told, the Army vetoed any side camps at
all. I suppose this was in ignorance of the fact that the procedure this year is the same as has been
in effect since 1935 and that the work involves even less hazard than the original trail
construction.
I appreciate the difficulties involved but it had occurred to me that the Army officials might not
be fully aware of the previous history of the project and its importance, as well as the
commendation which it had received. I am wondering if you could spare a few moments to
discuss the matter with me, with the view of advising us to how we might proceed in view of this
situation. If your secretary will call me at District 6012, Branch 392, I shall be very glad to have
the opportunity to call at your convenience.
June 27, 1938. George J. Stobie, Commissioner, Inland Fisheries and Game, Augusta,
Maine, to J. F. Schairer, Secretary, Maine Appalachian Trail Club
Dear Sir:
I have your letter of recent date, also the third edition of Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine,
and wish to thank you very much for sending this book.
June 28, 1938. Myron Avery to J. F. Smith, Bangor and Aroostook Railroad
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Dear Mr. Smith:
According to our records we have not yet received the return of the set of log-driving photos
(about 150) on the Wassataquoik which were sent you when I sent the Park Service photos. The
Park Service photos did come back. I thought I had better write you and check at this time before
it becomes more difficult to trace the matter.
I presume you duly received the third edition of the Maine Guide. This could be noted in your
1939 booklet.
I am going to suggest that you send a copy of the 1938 booklet to Dr. Guy W. Leadbetter, 4437
Cathedral Avenue, N. W., Washington, D.C. Dr. Leadbetter, a well-known Bowdoin athlete,
takes many pictures in Maine. He has a summer home near Enfield, I think. You could suggest to
him that he send you next year some of his prints.
There is one other matter I would like to make inquiry about. The railroad folders--either yours
or the Maine Centra1--refer to reduced rates for parties of more than 10. There is a considerable
probability that the 1939 Trail Conference may be held in Maine. Our thought was to combine it
with several trips over the Appalachian Trail. By holding it in late August many people could
utilize this opportunity for a summer vacation. I wanted to select some place readily accessible to
the Trail, which would have attractions in itself and be readily accessible to Katahdin. We would
want to find some place which--like Greenville--is conveniently and quickly reached by train and
automobile. For a meeting place we would want some establishment with moderate rates and
facilities for holding meetings. Someplace around Moosehead would have the advantage of
affording say a one-day boat trip on the Lake. By the way, have you any information about
chartering one of those steamers up there for that purpose. We should want to find some locality
which could care for between 75 and 100 in all. None of the sporting camps on the Trail would
be equipped for this size crowd.
If you have any suggestions along this line I should be very pleased to have them. Also could
you work out for us the best railroad rate combination for a party from Washington, so as to
arrive in Greenville on that morning train. Probably the best combination would be to take day
coaches from here to Boston unless some other connection can be made with the Flying Yankee.
I shall be very glad to have the benefit of your help in this connection. We can, I think, draw
quite a party to the state in that way.
June 28, 1938. Congressman Ralph O. Brewster to J. F. Schairer
Dear Mr. Schairer:I shall be most happy to receive copy of the “Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine” and very
much appreciate your thought of me in this connection.
June 28, 1938. Edward S. Spicer, 1938 August Camp Committee, Appalachian Mountain
Club, to Myron Avery
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Dear Mr, Avery:
Thanks for your note of June 24th, together with all material and copy of the Maine Guide Book
which has been received.
I will see that the guide book gets all possible advertising among our campers possible. With this
in mind I am delivering some of the prospectus and Silver Aisle to-morrow to our August Camp
correspondent, Miss Elizabeth Roberts, 1053 Brush Hill Road, Milton, Mass.
Our final notices to Campers has already been mailed so that not much can be done through
formal notices. I would suppose that a notice sent to the Club at Boston would be published by
them in the next general Bulletin which appears August first.
June 28, 1938. Everett F. Greaton, Maine Development Commission, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
We appreciate very much the new guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine. I am turning over the
release with the announcement of this publication to our publicity staff and I know we can get
out some stories on this that will be of help.
I am sending you one half dozen copies of Land of Remembered Vacations our new publication.
You should have had a copy when it was released, but if by any chance you didn’t get it I know
you will appreciate having a few copies.
We are still working on the mountain booklet, but due to the tremendous pressure of business it
has slowed up somewhat. I do expect to have it issued by fall.
June 29, 1938. Myron Avery to Benton Hatch, New Haven, Connecticut
Dear Mr. Hatch:
I went to congratulate you on your most interesting article in the current issue of Appalachia.
We feel that it will attract attention to the Trail in western Maine and we appreciate your
comments.
We regret that when Miss Reid asked us for photographs and a map that the Guidebook
manuscript had gone to the planographer for we should have liked very much to have included a
reference to your article both in the Bibliography and in the text of the Maine Guide.
If you have any reprints of this article I trust you will mail one to the Conference. We keep a
record of all printed articles and should like to have your article included in the Scrapbook series.
By reason of your interest in the problem of binding the Guide, I have wanted to write you in this
connection. Your letters and suggestions were duly laid before the binder and the printer.
However we ran into considerable difficulty. The binder who did the second edition, insisted that
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because of the increased size and maps, it would be necessary to stitch the book and quoted a
price which would make the issuing the book prohibitive. We had to send the books to Baltimore
to find a binder who would stitch [“stitch” crossed out, replaced with “staple” ?] them. It was a
problem of getting the book out at all let alone being able to use your suggestions for
improvement. The stitching, however, does go thru the cover which gives increased strength.
Care was taken to keep a sufficient margin. On one thing, our intention to follow your suggestion
was thwarted by an error. Because of the trouble with the color running, as reported by you, we
had intended to use a neutral-colored tape. This was overlooked.
Despite all of the difficulties experienced, we think this edition is much better bound than the
second edition and we shall be glad to know of your experience with this book.
Of course the problem fundamentally grows out of issuing guidebooks on such a slender
financial margin and having to resort to the most inexpensive methods of reproduction.
June 29, 1938. R. B. Skinner, Maine Horse Association, Auburn, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery,
Your guidebook of the Appalachian Trail in Maine is received with thanks. It is a wonderful
accomplishment. We will be glad to furnish you with all maps, literature etc., that pertains to our
bridle trail activity.
We have noted with pleasure the recognition you have given our work and the relation you
mention, as to mapping, is, of course, the logical conclusion of all our activity. “Maine Trails —
Afoot or Horseback" might well be our common motto, as the years progress.
Our work is nowhere near as well progressed as yours but you have given us a goal to aim for
and a framework in maps and exploration to tie to. We will confer with Prof. Sawyer and Mr.
Attwood at our earliest convenience with a view not only of exchanging immediate data but to
form a plan for continuing cooperation.
June 29, 1938. L. S. Cook, Great Northern Paper Co., Spruce Wood Department, Bangor,
Maine, to J. F. Schairer
Dear Sir:
I wish to acknowledge with thanks receipt of third edition of Guide to the Appalachian Trail in
Maine which arrived this morning.
June 29, 1938. Congressman Clyde H. Smith to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
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Thank you for your letter of the twenty-fifth, also for giving me an opportunity to look over the
copy of Guide to The Appalachian Trail in Maine. It is certainly an excellent piece of work and
you are to be congratulated on your part in it.
June, 1938
GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
(Third Edition)
(Review and Complimentary Copies See File 37, Maine Files for Complimentary List, Second
Edition. 5/2/38 - Letters written to these people and tags made for sending Guide.)
Copyright Section, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C. (2 copies)
****
George T. Carlisle, Prentiss and Carlisle, Bangor, Maine.
R. E. Billings, Assistant Forester, CCC, Augusta, Maine
Robert G. Stubbs, Forest Supervisor, Augusta, Maine.
Everett F. Greaton, Maine Development Commission, Augusta, Maine {2 copies}
Mrs. Fannie Hardy Eckstorm, Wilson Street, Brewer, Maine.
James W. Sewall, Old Town, Maine.
Roy H, Flynt, Augusta, Maine.
Stanley B. Attwood, Box 165, Lewiston, Maine.
Helon Taylor, Eustis, Maine. (4 copies sent)
Gordon Hunt, Rangeley, Maine. {change temporarily}
Mary Dorsey, (also Class D), 2001 Jefferson Street, Wilmington, Delaware,
W. H, Sawyer, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine.
Oliver Cobb, Katahdin Lake Camps, Millinocket, Maine.
Arthur Winn, 52 Oakwood Road, Hyatsville, Md.
Francis P. Farquhar, Mills Tower Building, San Francisco, California.
J. B. Dodge, Pinkham Notch Huts, Gorham, New Hampshire.
E. M. Hamlin, American Thread Company, Milo, Maine
Wm. F. Tracey, Stacyville, Maine.
Egbert H, Walker, 313 Holly Avenue, Takoma Park, Maryland.
H. G. Avery, Lubec, Maine.
Honorable Ralph O. Brewster, House of Representatives, Washington, D,C, (Put
note, "Please do not remove",)
Honorable Ralph O. Brewster, Dexter, Maine.
Harold C, Conger, 3203 Grant Building, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania,
Benjamin L. Hadley, Assistant Superintendent, Acadia National Park, Bar Harbor, Maine
Mark Taylor, 1705 Newton Street, N.E., Washington, D.C.
George F, Collins, National Park Service, Washington, D. C.
J. C. Mahar, c/o Daicey’s Camp Phoenix, Nesowadnehunk Lake, Greenville, Me.
Dan Wight, 32 High Street, Auburn, Maine,
Appalachian Mountain Club, 5 Joy Street, Boston, Mass, (Mark “Literature Table. Do not
remove.”)

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1938 – Compiled by David Field – Page

130

Frank C, King, Chief Fire Warden, Oquossoc, Maine.
Raymond Rendall, Secretary, Maine Park Commission, Alfred, Maine.
Sterling W. Edwards, P.0. Box 331, Silver Spring, Maryland.
Vivian Robb, 1770 Kilbourne Place, N.W., Washington, D. C.
George J, Stobie, Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Game, Augusta, Me.
Harry Ross, Rockland, Maine.
Ernest A, Dench, Ho-ho-kus, New Jersey.
John Mitchell, Patten, Maine.
Dr. Lore A. Rogers, 3635 S Street Northwest, Washington, D. C.
Dr. Guy W. Leadbetter, 4437 Cathedral Ave., N.W., Washington, D.C.
Mr. Keith Clark, U. S. Forest Service, Region 7, Victor Building, Washington, D.C.
Tourist Bureau, National Park Service, 45 Broadway, New York, N.Y. {Sent to Homer Lewis}
Caleb Scribner, Game Warden, Patten, Maine.
Frank H. Speed, Secretary, Millinocket Chamber of Commerce, Millinocket, Me.
J. F. O'Connell (with maps) Katahdin Stream Campsite, Millinocket, Maine
Governor Lewis O. Barrows, Augusta, Maine.
R. B. Skinner, Secretary, Maine Horse Association, Auburn, Me.
Senator Hale, Portland, Maine.
Senator White, Auburn, Maine.
Congressman Oliver, Portland, Maine.
Congressman Smith, Skowhegan, Maine.
Thomas D. Cabot, President, Appalachian Mountain Club, 77 Franklin St. Boston, Mass.
Henry S. Hall, Jr., Corresponding Secretary, Appalachian Mountain Club, Coolidge Hall,
Cambridge, Mass.
Emmons W. Stacey, Superintendent, CCC Camp, Greenville, Maine.
Robert M. Hicks, Foreman, CCC Camp, Bridgeton, Maine.
Leon P. Brooks, Superintendent, CCC Camp, Bridgeton, Maine.
Ned K. Anderson, Sherman, P.0. Gaylordsville, Conn.
Charles W. Rook, Washington, Planograph Company, Washington, D.C.
{L. S. Cook, Great Northern Paper Co., Bangor, Maine.}
Sporting Camps
LeRoy Dudley, Chimney Pond, Millinocket, Me.
McLeod and Call, Little Lyford Pond Camps, Kokadjo, Maine
Shermans Camps, Big Lyford Pond Camps, Kokadjo, Maine
Sporting Camps along Route of Trail as follows:
Earle W. York, Daicey Pond Camps, Greenville, Maine.
Earle W. York, Jr., Daicey Pond Camps, Greenville, Maine.
Fred Clifford, Rainbow Lake Camps, Kokadjo, Maine.
Mrs. Robert McDougall, Nahmakanta Lake Camps, Norcross, Maine.
Wm. H. Myshrall, White House Camps, Millinocket, Maine.
Leon E. Potter. Antlers Camps, Millinooket, Maine.
Charles Berry, Yoke Pond Camps, Kokadjo, Maine.
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W. L. Arnold, Big Houston Pond Camps, Katahdin Iron Works, Maine.
Earl W. Perham, Long Pond Camps, Katahdin Iron Works, Maine.
F. M. Chadwick, West Branch Ponds, Kokadjo, Maine.
William Dore, Long Pond Camps, Monson, Maine.
J. M. Harris, Troutdale Cabins, P.0. The Forks, Maine.
Ralph Sterling, Pierce Pond Camps, Caratunk, Maine (add note for camps)
Bert L. Spaulding, The Ledge House, Dead River P.0., Maine.
E. S. Steele, East Carry Pond Camps, Carry Pond P.0., Maine.
E. L. Storey, West Carry Pond Camps, Dead River P.0., Maine.
A. B. Sargent, Redington Pond Camps, Stratton, Maine.
Four Ponds Camp Association, c/o Packard Brothers, Ridlonville, Maine.
Frank Savage, Camp Bemis, P.0. Oquossoc, Maine.
Sunset Camps, Mrs. Elsie B. Graves, P.0. South Arm (Andover) Maine.
George R. Learned, Andover, Maine.
Donald Drew, Bodfish Valley Sporting Ranch, Monson, Maine.
R. H. Crawford, Togue Pond Camps, Millinocket, Maine
Review Copies
J. F. Smith, In the Maine Woods, Bangor, Maine,
Richard W, Westwood, Nature Magazine, 1416 l6th St, N.W., Wash, D.C.
{Edmund Ware Smith, 64 Paradise Road}
Voyageur, Hunting and Fishing, Northampton, Mass,
New York Times Book Review, 229 West 43rd Street, New York City.
Publishers Weekly, 62 West 45th Street, New York City.
Recreation Magazine, National Recreation Association, 315 Fourth Avenue, New York City,
Attention Charlotte W. Morrell.
George H. Collingwood, Forester, American Forests, 1713 K St. Wash. D.C.
The H, W. Wilson Company, 950 University Avenue, New York City
Trails Inc., Lake Shore Bank Bldg., 605 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, Ill.
C. P. Fordyce, Adventure Magazine, Lincoln, Nebraska.
Harold G. Tapply, National Sportsman, 275 Newbery St. Boston, Mass.
Paul K. Whipple, Sports Afield & Trails of the North Woods, 700 Phoenix St., Minneapolis,
Minn,
Raymond J. Brown, Outdoor Life, 353 Fourth Ave., New York City.
Victor B. Klepbeck, Outdoors, 333 N, Michigan Ave., Chicago, Ill.
Roy P. Holland, Field & Stream, 515 Madison Ave., New York City.
Otto Kuechler, Hunter, Trader, Trapper, 386 S. Fourth St, Columbus, Ohio.
Yankee Magazine, Dublin, New Hampshire
Elizabeth May Craig, Portland Papers, Portland, Maine.
{The Boston Herald, Boston, Mass.}
{The Boston Transcript, Boston, Mass.}
July 1, 1938. Fannie Hardy Eckstorm to J. F. Schairer
Dear Mr. Schairer:
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The complimentary copy of the Trail Guide came while I was off attending my Fiftieth Class
Reunion at Smith College. This accounts for my seeming neglect of the courtesy of the Club in
being so long in acknowledging it.
When I placed this beside the earlier editions, I felt proper State pride in the work the Trail Club
has done in Maine. This is a real book, carefully planned and executed with faithful attention to
details. How much labor has been put into making it! And yet comparatively how little has been
spent in getting these strikingly good results. You are to be congratulated on having such
generous fellow-workers; for in a small way I can appreciate what has been done—Miss Dorsey
was staying with me when Myron Avery came and they discussed the changes needed to make
this new edition and I got some idea of the labor that had to be put out upon it.
Complying with your request for suggestions for future editions, I will try to keep your letter
with the Editor's address, though I do not anticipate being able to find fault with what has been
done or to recommend additions. Meantime I keep all the editions together as proof of the way
tall oaks grow from small beginnings.
July 1, 1938. Francis P. Farquhar, San Francisco, California, to J. F. Schairer
Dear Mr. Schairer:
Thank you very much indeed for sending me the third edition of Guide to the Appalachian Trail
in Maine. It is a splendid piece of work and it immediately aroused in me a great desire to see
again some of the old familiar landmarks in Maine. I spent a number of years in that state when I
was a boy. In fact, Saddleback Mountain was my first mountain.
I have written an acknowledgement also to Mr. Avery.
July 1, 1938. Benton Hatch to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery,
Your letter was most heartening and I appreciate the comments which you so kindly bestowed
upon my article. When (and if!) the reprints arrive the Conference shall certainly receive copies.
The article is no little indebted to you, however, not only for the illustrations and map, but also
for the footnotes of fact which so considerably give it value and timeliness. Without those things
which are the contribution of the Appalachian Trail Conference the article would not be worth
much, and I thank you for them.
I had almost as much fun writing the trip up as I did going on it, what with the various hazards
the writing was subjected to. It was good experience, even if I was so busy defending my ’'dryki" that I overlooked "duely", and launched into a long tirade of my own on the affirmative of the
question whether the word “hike” was de rigour or not - much I fear to the assist. editor's
annoyance!
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The enclosure is remittance for my copy of the Guide received several days since. You did have
a problem with the binding. I think the wide margin where the staples go thru is an excellent idea,
and having the covers stapled along with the body of the book is sound. Except for looks the
back-strip tape has now no function, which will be appreciated after a good soaking that any
guide on the trail is liable to.
As I have an Appalachia index to finish and my mind on Mexico, I doubt that I shall get on the
AT much this summer. My out-door activity will probably be limited to a ten days on the west
side of Katahdin, a revisit to the basins and a visit to the western satellites. The rest of the trail
will be there when I have time for it.
July 1, 1938. Thomas J. Kennon, Secretary to Governor Barrows, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery;
Governor Barrows has asked me to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of the "Guide to the
Appalachian Trail in Maine.” He also gave instructions to have this book publicized throughout
the State and items will be sent to the daily and weekly papers.
He deeply appreciates your kindness and. recognizes the important place and consideration given
Maine in this third edition.
July 2, 1938. Victor B. Klefbeck, Managing Editor, Outdoors Magazine, to J. F. Schairer
Dear Mr. Schairer:
I am planning to publish a review of the GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
in our next (the September) issue. Thanks for sending a copy of the Guide.
July 4th, 1938. H. G. Avery to J. F. Schairer
Dear Mr. Schairer:
I am in receipt of edition of Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine which you was so kind to
send me.
I wish to thank you for this gift which I appreciate very much.
July 5, 1938. Robert Fechner, Director, Civilian Conservation Corps, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have your letter of June 25, 1938 and I am surprised to learn that there has been a change in the
policy of establishing CCC side camps in the First Corps Area.
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There is nothing in my office to indicate that any change has taken place. I am today taking this
matter up with the proper authorities here in Washington to learn just what the situation may be
and to correct any mistakes that may have been made.
Just at the present time I am confined to my apartment with an infected foot but I expect to be at
the office within the next few days. If you care to drop in to see me, I would be glad to have you
do so.
{R. E. Billings, R. G. Stubbs}
July 8, 1938. Robert G. Stubbs to J. F. Schairer
Dear Mr. Schairer:
I wish to acknowledge receipt of the "Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine" which you so
thoughtfully sent me. I notice that it is a larger book then the old edition and it represents a lot of
work on the part of the Trail Conference. Most of this Trail lies within the section of Maine
where my work lies, and I will be glad to do all I can to make it a success.
July 8, 1938. Robert G. Stubbs to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Many thanks for the new Trail Guide. I got a chance to try it out last week when I travelled on
the Trail from the outlet of Redington Pond, over Poplar Ridge, Saddleback Junior, and the Horn
to the fire tower. I believe that I was probably the first one through this season and I thought that
the Trail was in very good condition and very well marked on this stretch. With one exception,
the markings on the ledges from the Saddle between the Horn and the main peak were obscure or
not numerous enough. I found myself on my own from this Saddle to the point on the easterly
nob of the summit where I could see the tower. This lies between 6.16 M. and 6.97. It is not a
matter of great consideration unless some individual were to find themself caught on the ridge on
a foggy or rainy day.
Hermon Blackwell, P.0. address Stratton, Maine is now running a sporting camp at Redington on
Redington Pond. It is possible to drive from Dallas to Redington Pond on the old railroad bed
and from here clear through down the valley of Oberton Stream to Reed's in Madrid where one
would pick up the main highway again. This is a distance of 19 miles. It is a unique trip straight
through the woods.
I am sending you a pamphlet entitled "Forest Trees of Maine”, a route map of Maine, and a copy
of our Forest Service ”Directory”.
I note with interest the fine work that Professor Sawyer has done with the Bates Outing Club on
the A. T. It is work worthy of high commendation.
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With reference to the 1939 Trail Conference, I would like to consider this before making any
suggestion about a meeting place in the vicinity of Greenville.
{Copy Sawyer, Hunt}
July 10, 1938. W. H. Sawyer to Myron Avery
Dear Avery—Am enclosing 4 pictures of B. O. C. boys working on A.T. that you might like to
have. Am teaching in Bates Summer Session which ties me up some, but plan a week-end soon
to clean up the raspberry bushes between So. Arm and C Pond.
Have been thinking about that lumbered area along the Truck Road, toward 4 Ponds from
Rangeley Road. About a ¼ miles from where the A.T. is supposed to turn left from the Truck
Road, and beyond the slash area, the trail is within ten feet of the road, and several of the white
paint blazes are plainly visible from the road. If Hunt can’t get the trail opened up through the
slash (and doubt if he can, for it’s a bad mess for one man to tackle) why not route the A.M.C.
crowd up the road entering the A.T. beyond the slash? We cleared the trail from that point on
toward 4 Ponds, so it is O.K.
Thanks for having the new Guide sent to me. Haven’t had time to read it in detail, but have
looked it over enough to appreciate its great superiority over the preceding editions. It’s a
wonderfully fine piece of work.
It’s my turn to speak in Summer School Assembly tomorrow morning and I shall talk about the
recreational facilities offered by the A.T. and about Katahdin and other Maine mountains. Am
doing a lot of field work with my Botany class, and one of our weekend scheduled trips is
Katahdin.
P.S. The Bates Publicity man went along on our A.T. trip the 1st day and took 100 ft. of
Kodachrome movies: haven’t seen it yet but he says it’s good.
July 10, 1938. Edward Spicer, 1938 August Camp Committee, Appalachian Mountain Club,
to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Unfortunately the publication of the Guide to The App. Trail In Maine came after our 600
broadcasts of August Camp had been mailed.
All of our committee know of its publication and will of course pass the word along.
It has come to my mind that upon arrival in camp many of the group will want the guide book,
and it will take time to get it. Would it appeal to you to mail me say a dozen of the Guides which
I would have on sale at camp. You will of course understand that they would not be used until
sold. At the end of camp I would return to you any unsold copies with a check for the balance. It
would seem to me that August Camp should purchase two or three dozen before we get through.
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July 11, 1933. Myron Avery to Stanley B. Attwood,
Dear Stan:
1 have been expecting for a couple of days to receive a copy of the Lewiston Journal with a story
on the Maine Guidebook by you. We have had a number of orders from Lewiston and Auburn
which we credit to you, but as yet we have looked in vain for a story in the Lewiston paper. 1
hope that your facile pen will not desert us at this time. We need the publicity badly.
Greaton promised to turn over the Guidebook and our news release to his publicity staff. I have a
letter from the Governor’s Secretary to the effect that he had given instructions to have this book
publicized throughout the state and items will be sent to the daily and weekly papers. However,
unfortunately, nothing seems to have come as yet from either of these sources. If anything is
published and you see it, we would appreciate the clipping.
There is a good possibility that the 1939 Conference will be held somewhere in Maine, combined
with trips to Katahdin and along The Appalachian Trail. Have you any suggestions as to the
locality? I have just come back from making a five day trip in the Southern Appalachians. It is
magnificent country but you miss the lakes and streams of Maine.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and mailed during his absence to avoid delay.
July 11, 1938. Myron Avery to Robert Fechner, Director, Civilian Conservation Corps
Dear Mr. Fechner:
I have your letter of July 5th. Your action with respect to ascertaining the reason for the change
in the policy with respect to side camps in Maine is very gratifying to us. In 1939 the
Appalachian Trail Conference, which was held in 1937 in the Great Smoky Mountains National
Park, will undoubtedly be held in Maine along The Appalachian Trail. This makes it particularly
important to us that the CCC work in the construction of the shelter chain and the completion of
the unfinished projects from previous years should not be terminated.
We have sent you, under separate cover, a copy of the recently issued GUIDE TO THE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, so that you may note how much publicity and attention
has been devoted to this particular CCC project.
It may be of interest to you to note that I have just returned from the section east of the Great
Smoky Mountains National Park where the CCC Camp in the French Broad Division of the
Pisgah National Forest has just completed a 30-mile trail on the Tennessee-North Carolina Line,
which will serve as an approach to the Great Smoky Mountains National Park and as a new unit
of The Appalachian Trail.
I am sorry to learn of your illness and should be very glad to take advantage of your suggestion
that I call at your office. I am, however, being temporarily detailed to the New York Office of
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the Maritime Commission but if these difficulties have not been adjusted by return, I should be
very glad to take advantage of this suggestion.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and mailed during his absence.
July 11, 1933. Myron Avery to Benton L. Hatch
Dear Mr. Hatch:
Thank you for your very good letter of July 1st. It is charitable of you not to take us to task for
the situation with respect to the back-strip tape.
Having some acquaintance with the Assistant Editor of Appalachia and her particular attitude
toward the word "hike", I am somewhat amused at your comment in this connection. I, too, have
tilted a lance on this issue and I am sending you, under separate cover, our rather whimsical
comment on its use. It may fortify you, but I doubt if that is needed.
If you find an opportunity to travel further sections of the Trail, we shall be very glad to help you
in any possible way.
On checking up, I found that we do not have available any copies at all of the Bulletin containing
the article in regard to the word "hike", with the exception of one which I borrowed from Miss
Park. I have promised her that it would be returned to her and I am depending upon you to keep
me in good standing, even to the extent of enclosing a stamped envelope as a reminder.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and mailed during his absence to avoid delay.
July 12, 1938
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE
901 Union Trust Building
Washington., D.C.
LETTER REPORT NO. 9
TO THE MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF MANAGERS OF THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL
CONFERENCE:
I
The 1939 Trail Conference
Recent developments make it advisable that the Board consider at this time the locality of the
1939 Appalachian Trail Conference. It will be recalled that, in general, the Conference meeting
places have followed a geographical rotation; thus the 1934 Conference was in the Green
Mountains in the North; the 1935 Conference in the central Appalachians in the Shenandoah
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National Park; and the 1937 Conference in the South in the Great Smokies. At the last
Conference it was suggested that it would be desirable to hold the next Conference, which in
rotation would be in the north, near Katahdin. This matter would have been determined at our
Spring meeting, which has been deferred for reasons previously set forth. Rather than delay
further, until the next Board meeting, there seems a decided advantage in reaching a decision at
this time, if possible.
I would much prefer that this matter be discussed orally at a meeting of the Board but, under the
circumstances, we can perhaps make progress by polling the sentiment of the Board in
connection with the following suggestion. At the outset it is desirable that these Conferences
should be scheduled in a locality which is in itself of interest, so as to increase attendance. I am
suggesting to the Board a locality for the 1939 Conference which would combine an opportunity
to see Katahdin and as much of the Maine Wilderness as the time available permits. For this
purpose we would select a vacation period most satisfactory for travel in the Maine woods, say
the week end of August 18-20, 1939. Thereafter a series of Trail trips of varying lengths would
be undertaken.
As I survey the situation it seems to me that Greenville at the south of Moosehead Lake would be
a very satisfactory base. It is fifteen miles north of the Trail crossing of the Piscataquis Valley;
the Bangor and Aroostook train leaving Boston at 9:30 P.M,, arrives at 10:30 A.M. The
Conference sessions could occupy afternoon and evening of the first day and the second day.
Sunday could be given over to a boat trip the length of Moosehead Lake (40 miles), with Mt.
Kineo and other outstanding scenery.
Those whose time is limited could, on Monday, be driven by car ninety miles over the Great
Northern Paper Company’s road through the Maine Wilderness to the east base of Katahdin, stay
at sporting camps that night, making if desired an eight mile round trip south over The
Appalachian Trail to the historic and most interesting Penobscot West Branch. The next day the
party could go up the Hunt (Appalachian) Trail, over the Knife-Edge and down to Chimney Pond,
where accommodations could be arranged. Another day could be devoted to Katahdin, and the
night-train taken out of Millinocket, or arrangements made for automobile transportation. This
program, from train to train, would consume six days.
For those who have more time available, we could arrange a series of trips, stopping at sporting
camps, over the Trail, east to Katahdin or toward the New Hampshire line, as desired.
The holding of the Conference in Maine should attract attention to the Trail there and help with
our local problems. The availability of the new Guidebook for Maine will make the selection of
this locality particularly opportune. Moreover, the affording to its membership of such an
opportunity to participate in these various trips would increase interest in the Conference.
No other specific suggestion, except Bear Mountain Inn, has been made. I have not had an
opportunity to discuss the matter with any other members of the Board except Treasurer F. F.
Schuetz, who strongly urges at this time the selection of Maine, for the reasons which I have
outlined.
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At the end of this memorandum there is a questionnaire for the expression of the Board’s
opinions.
II
Trail Maintenance
All of us are fully cognizant of the problems of Trail maintenance. However, the nature of
reports which have reached me during the past year have led me to the conclusion that it is
necessary to conduct a campaign to acquaint trail workers with the standards to which the Trail
should adhere. (It may be that the people using the Trail have come to appreciate more what a
standard trail should be and are therefore more, critical of deficiencies. I do not believe that the
Trail, as a whole, is in any worse condition than in previous years, and I have come to the
conclusion that in a great many sections the difficulty arises out of the fact that the groups
actually doing the work do not really know what good marking and trail technique require.)
Perhaps the Board has assumed too much that its own knowledge of proper practice is possessed
by all workers. We know that there are many sections along the Trail where, despite the best
efforts of the Board, it is very difficult to develop an adequate appreciation of what The
Appalachian Trail should be. Everyone, of course, who has an unfortunate experience or who
finds a sub-standard trail does not fail to report the situation to the Conference; and it becomes
my unwelcome task to relay reports, which are often unduly critical and not fully appreciative of
the problems. There are, however, many situations which would be remedied if the actual field
workers realized that they were not at liberty to conduct experiments of their own in maintenance
and methods of marking and received more definite instruction as to what should be done. We
have our Trail Manual, which sets forth the standards to be followed. These were adopted by the
Conference, after long deliberation and experiment, and each maintaining group assumes, as a
part of its responsibility, the adherence to these standards. Perhaps because of the detailed nature
of the Trail Manual, although it has had a wide distribution, there are many cases where specific
instructions have not gotten home to the trail workers. The most frequent difficulty lies in the
size and location of blazes and their inadequate spacing. Nothing causes the traveler greater
irritation than irregular and spasmodic blazing. It seems very difficult for some trail workers,
who know the terrain and feel that all that is required is a blaze where the trail leaves the road
and every mile or so, to put themselves in the place of a stranger.
There is not much more that the Conference, as an organization, can do in this respect. The
responsibility becomes that of the individual members of the Board. It is imperative that we
should get underway some constructive program. One method, which appeals to me, would be
the preparation of a one-page sheet somewhat dogmatically expressed, which should be printed
in a sufficient number so that every member of the Board can have it distributed to EVERY
TRAIL WORKER. By this I mean not only Boy Scouts but even members of organized hiking
groups, whose activities in trail making are in many instances, very far from perfect.
We recognize, of course, that all Conference activities are entirely voluntary. If the trail worker
does not fancy our suggestions, he may very well throw up his responsibility. The number of
complaints being received, however, indicates the absolute necessity of undertaking a campaign,
not to improve the standards of the Trail, but to increase knowledge and appreciation on the part
of Trail workers of what is required.
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I am asking for the suggestions of the Board with respect to the enclosed draft. With the benefit
of the suggestions received, the draft will then be printed. To make this campaign a success it is
imperative that every Board member make a determined effort to get these leaflets into the hands
of every trail worker. Provide yourself with an ample supply and see that all new workers are
adequately instructed. Let us not err on the assumption that none of our assistants or co-workers
need the benefit of this instruction. Only when The Appalachian Trail is properly marked and
maintained can it command the full attention and weight to which the project is entitled. Herein
lies our greatest present difficulty.
III
New publication on Appalachian Trail
The following relates to a development which ties in closely with the preceding subject. As the
Board is aware, the Conference has several publications covering the various phases of the
project, such as Trail technique, history, route of the Trail, organization plan, sign making, map
making, etc. These have been prepared by trail workers and are, of course, detailed and complete.
From time to time there has been suggested the advisability of one publication, written in a less
detailed manner which would present a summary of The Appalachian Trail project and serve to
acquaint not only the worker but also the casual inquirer with all details. Manuscript for such a
publication has most unexpectedly come to hand. Last Summer the Park Service employed a
number of technicians, one of whom (Gordon S. Bowen, Syracuse School of Forestry) wrote, as
his thesis for a B.S. degree, a treatise on The Appalachian Trail.
In my opinion it would be most valuable to have a large edition of this publication available for
Trail Conference purposes. The thesis would have to be edited to some degree and some of the
technical sections omitted. It is obviously impossible to circulate this manuscript among all
members of the Board and I can do no more than to set forth the judgment of those who have
examined it, to the effect that particularly since it is a discussion of the project from an objective
point of view and not by a member of the Conference, the publication will be especially helpful.
It can be used to advantage in educating trail workers. We have found that this material can be
reduced to a publication of the same size as the Proceedings, and that 2000 copies can be issued
by the planograph process at a cost of approximately $140.00. We would plan on making a large
distribution to members of the Board to pass on to Trail workers. I regret that this was not
available when the 1938-9 Budget was considered, but returns from our Class D membership and
sales will permit its publication without unduly burdening our financial resources. This will
further serve the advantage of constituting a publication of the Conference for 1939 as did the
Proceedings - a most useful document - for 1938. I am submitting to the Board the question of
this publication.
There is another type of publication, which I trust the Conference will find itself at some time in
a financial position to issue. This would be a profusely illustrated descriptive account of the Trail
route and points of interest along the way--a glorified travelogue. As the Board knows, we have
the material available for such a publication in the form of a manuscript, which we originally
prepared (without success) for the National Geographic, and assembled some eighty photographs.
This could be issued by the planograph process and would be probably the most useful
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publication we could have. However, as long as we operate under the present financial
limitations this project is very much in the future.
IV
The Guyot Manuscript
Every student of the Southern Appalachians knows of Arnold Guyot, whose ten years of
exploration between 1850 and I860 in the Appalachian Mountains constitute an unequalled fund
of source materials. A few years ago there was rediscovered Guyot’s manuscript and map
summarizing the geography of the complex southern Appalachian Mountain system. Much of the
nomenclature of this region is the result of Guyot’s explorations. Board Member Paul M. Fink
and I collaborated on two articles, one in the December 1935 issue of Appalachia and the other
in Publication No. 7 of the East Tennessee. Historical Society Proceedings, in which we
correlated the present day nomenclature of the Great Smokies with the Guyot names.
For a number of years, because of their value, we have made attempts to secure the publication
of the Guyot Manuscript and Map. These efforts have finally successfully culminated in
publication in the North Carolina Historical Review, in the July, 1938, issue. Footnotes to the
manuscript, correlating it with present day conditions and an introduction have been prepared by
Mr. K. S. Boardman, Corresponding Secretary, Potomac Appalachian Trail Club, and myself.
Because of the restricted circulation of the magazine, as concerns the membership of outing
clubs, etc., it seemed highly desirable to make reprint of this publication available. Mr.
Boardman has offered to underwrite the cost of the reprints, which will be sold as Trail
Conference Publication No. 10, the excess of sales over the reprint costs going to the general
proceeds of the Conference. (It will be sold for twenty five cents; it consists of about 50 pages
and a facsimile reproduction of the Guyot Map.) As this will involve no expense to the
Conference and will make available a very rare document and enhance, the Conference’ s
prestige through this publication, I assume there will be no objection to this procedure.
The reprints will be available in September of this year. Naturally we will want to publicize the
appearance of the article and a copy of the reprint, together with a brief review, will be sent to
each Board member. We ask that particular effort be made to have this review printed in your
club Bulletin. This request is particularly applicable the Southern Appalachian clubs, which
should also get news items on this in their local papers.
V
National Conference on State Parks
The Appalachian Trail Conference was represented at the State Parks Conference in May, 1938,
by Board Member Paul M. Fink, who read a most comprehensive paper summarizing
developments in The Appalachian Trail project. Mr. Fink's paper is to be published in the
American Civic Annual for 1938. We are making efforts to secure publication also in some
widely circulated periodical or newspaper.
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VI
The Appalachian Trailway
This project seems to encounter interminable difficulties. As fast as difficulties are ironed out
with one group, more develops elsewhere. I am constantly working on the project and hope to be
able to make a definite announcement very soon.
Inspection of Southern Appalachians
Last week I made a trip to the Southern Appalachian region in order to check certain
developments and problems in connection with the Trail in that area. I covered two localities.
The first was the section immediately east of the Great Smoky Mountains National Park, where
the CCC in the Pisgah Forest have built a new trail from Hot Springs to the Big Pigeon River, a
distance of some 30 miles. The new trail is splendidly located and constructed and as it replaces
some 15 miles of dirt road, is a material improvement to the Appalachian Trail system. The other
section was in the Nantahala Forest immediately north of the Georgia line. Here, because the
section of the Trail between Deep Gap and Wallace Gap in the Nantahala Mountains for some 20
miles had been placed in a game management area, the restrictions involved at one time
indicated that the route here would have to be materially changed. As it involved a loss of some
20 miles of the finest of Southern Appalachian territory, including Standing Indian, the
grandstand of the Southern Appalachians, I had arranged that decision on the relocation be
deferred until I could see the area and determine what solution might be arrived at. I am very
glad to say that, with the cooperation of the Forest Service, arrangements have been effected so
this section will still continue as the Trail route, although it will be necessary for travelers to
comply with certain requirements with respect to obtaining permits. Even these restrictions may
be eliminated in time. Board Member Marcus Book assisted me in covering this territory within
a very brief time.
It is very gratifying to see the results of the cooperative plan with respect to shelters and signs
promised by Mr. Stabler at the last Conference. In several localities I noted that the signs
included in the “Master Sign List” circulated among the Board, had not only been prepared but
had been erected in the field. In both the Nantahala and Pisgah Forests, shelter sites at proper
intervals along the entire route had been selected and several sites were already on the CCC work
program. This evidence of cooperation in this program and its actual development were very
gratifying. The officials in these Forests are keenly alive to the recreational value of the
Appalachian Trail and most anxious to assist the project in every way. It is unfortunate that this
program could not have materialized earlier; we are handicapped by the fact that there is only
one CCC Camp to each Ranger District in these Forests and the building of shelters has to be
fitted into the program with other activities.
On this trip I obtained the Trail data for these relocations. Our pending “Supplement” to GUIDE
TO THE SOUTHERN APPALACHIANS had been delayed pending the obtaining of these data.
We are working on the Supplement and it should be possible to make it available in the very near
future.
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With the evidences of the cooperation from the Forest Service, it is becoming more essential for
the constituent members of the Conference to see to it that The Appalachian Trail in the Forests
is properly marked and that the Clubs live up to their obligations in this respect. Many problems
arising out of this situation were taken up at this time.
Very sincerely yours,
Myron H. Avery
Chairman, Board of Managers,
The Appalachian Trail Conference
July, 1938

THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE
901 Union Trust Building
Washington, D. C.
Instructions to Trail Workers

This leaflet has been prepared and distributed by The Appalachian Trail Conference as a brief
resume of the standards and practices to be followed by all workers on The Appalachian Trail.
(Detailed standards of Trail construction are set forth in the Trail Manual, obtainable from The
Appalachian Trail Conference, Washington, D. C, 25¢) EVERY TRAIL WORKER SHOULD
FAMILIARIZE HIMSELF WITH 'THE TRAIL MANUAL. These standards have been adopted
by The Appalachian Trail Conference after long experiment and consideration. Organizations,
maintaining the Trail, and individual workers assume an obligation to comply with these
standards. A departure from the prescribed practice and individual experimentation is detrimental
to the project. Irrespective of personal views and local practices, these standards must be adhered
to on The Appalachian Trail.
Do not rely upon an assumed familiarity with what good trail practice requires. Study these
standards and the Trail Manual. Comply with their directions. Failure to heed these
specifications and inadequate marking have been the source of complaints which must be
eliminated.
1. BLAZING,Bear in mind that you are marking the Trail for travel by a stranger under adverse weather
conditions. Confusion arises from imputing to the Trail traveler your knowledge of the terrain
and a "common sense of direction”.
All blazes are painted. The size is most important; the length should be 5 to 6 inches and the
width 2 inches. Avoid a short, bulls-eye, round type of blaze.
Blaze in one direction at one time, selecting trees which are conspicuous and "hit the eye".
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On wood trails, one blaze should be in sight from the other. (More complaint has arisen from a
disregard of this fundamental rule in Trail marking than any other single cause.) On tote-roads,
wood roads, or dirt roads, blazes are put in at greater intervals, depending upon the condition of
the roadway. It is essential, however, that there be no gap in the marking, even where the trail by
necessity follows highways. Bear in mind that the traveler on the trail, who is constantly worried
as to whether or not he is still on the route, can derive little pleasure or satisfaction from the
“sights and sounds of nature".
2. DOUBLE-BLAZES.Two regulation blazes, one placed perpendicularly above the other constitute the "stop-look-andlisten" signal on the Trail. It is a warning of a change in direction which might be otherwise
overlooked. This symbol is not used at every junction, such as where it is obvious that there is a
change in direction; don't call "wolf" by using the double-blaze at improper locations.
3. TRAIL MARKERS.The Appalachian Trail markers, which are of several types, are obtained through the member of
the Board of Managers for your section. They are the insignia of the Trail and are not used
primarily to indicate the route. They are placed at all Trail intersections.
4. TRAIL WIDTH.The standard Appalachian Trail is four feet in width. All small growth must be removed in this
area; experience has demonstrated that a narrower trail adds to maintenance problems and is
more easily obscured. Remember that trail work is most urgently needed in the summer months
when annual growth often obliterates what had been a clear trail a few months before. Use
"weeders" or similar tools.
5. LOGS.Good trail practice requires that all down logs be cut out as fast as the facilities of the
maintaining organization permit. The cut-out log also indicates the Trail route. Blazes on logs
across the Trail signify failure of the maintaining group to appreciate that the log should be
removed.
6. SIGNS.All termini of Trail sections at highway and road crossings, accessible by automobile, should be
marked by board signs, designated “Appalachian Trail” and giving termini and distances. The
Trail is to be used. If its point of contact with the highway is not marked, how can it be found
and utilized? There are extensive sections of the Trail which are totally and unfortunately
deficient in this respect.
7. STILE.-
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Build some sort of a stile over every wire fence. Thereby you will avoid irritation on the part of
the landowner as well as the hiker.
8. SIDE TRAILS.Side trails are marked by blue paint blazes. Sign their intersection with The Appalachian Trail. It
is imperative that all springs, adjacent to the route, be indicated.
Emphasis should be placed upon the marking of the Trail in a continuous unmistakable fashion.
A route obscured by lack of maintenance can still be followed if properly marked. Proper and
commendable marking, which is an essential part of any trail system, is not a disfigurement.
The objective of each trail worker should be to perfect himself in the art of presenting a perfectly
marked trail, pleasing in appearance. The Appalachian Trail is an "open", not a “hidden", way.
Mr. Myron H. Avery,
The Appalachian Trail Conference,
901 Union Trust Building,
Washington, D. C.
Trail Conference locality
1. I would___________favor holding the 1939 Conference in Maine, in August, offering
an opportunity for trips to Katahdin and over The Appalachian Trail in Maine.
2. I would favor the following locality
3. I have the following suggestions to make with respect to the 1939 Conference:

4. I am willing, as a member of the Board, to authorize you to proceed to make arrangements to
carry out No. 1.
-*Trail Technique
1. I __________________approve of the plan to distribute the one-page leaflet to members of
the Board.
2. I want_________copies sent to me.
3. I suggest the following alterations on the proposed leaflet:
Appalachian Trail Publication
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1. I_____________favor the publication at this time of the manuscript, summarizing and
analyzing The Appalachian Trail as prepared by Mr. Bowen, as a Conference publication.
_________________________________
Board Member
July 12, 1938. Myron Avery to George C. Martin, Executive Secretary, Board on
Geographic Names, Department of the Interior, Washington, D. C.
Dear Mr. Martin:
1 have been away from Washington and delayed in replying to your letter of June 30th. I
appreciate your courtesy in advising me of the decisions rendered by the Board with respect to
Old Blue, Elephant, and Boarstone Mountains. I have checked over the advance notice of the
decision and I have no suggestions to make with respect to the descriptions, which seem to me
entirely correct.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and mailed during his absence to avoid delay.
July 13, 1938. Fred Morrell, Representative, Department of Agriculture, Advisory Council,
CCC, to Robert Fechner, Director, Civilian Conservation Corps
Dear Mr. Fechner:
Reference is made to your letter dated July 5.
Inquiry indicates that First Corps Area Army officials have not made any change in Corps
policies which would prevent the establishment of acceptable side camps to facilitate work plans
It was learned, however, that the side camp it would have been necessary to establish, from base
camp P-57 at Greenville, in order to carry on the project proposed by Chairman Avery and the
associates in the Appalachian Trail Conference, did not class as an acceptable side camp
arrangement. It was to be located an excessive distance from the main camp, involving truck
transportation and foot travel to administer and service. Such an arrangement is obviously
impractical, since it would place enrollees at a point where their needs could not be met with
proper facility. Furthermore, Camp P-57 at Greenville is already operating one side camp in
connection with the Kokadjo fish hatchery project which makes it undesirable, for administrative
and work reasons, to establish a side camp for work on the trail.
It is regretted that Mr. Avery’s wishes cannot be met at this time. Since it is understood that an
explanation of the reasons why the proposed work cannot be done practically at this time has
already been given to him by forestry officials, it did not seem necessary to call him on the
telephone to discuss the question with him further, as you suggested.
July 15, 1938. Myron Avery to W. H. Sawyer, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine
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Dear Sawyer:
Many thanks for your very interesting letter which was forwarded to me at New York.
What you have to say about the problem in connection with the Houghton truck road is certainly
much to the point. I have come to think that perhaps my original thought in this connection may
not have been the wisest solution of the problem. Remembering the rather pleasant forest growth
and the size of the spruce in that area--apart from the beetle-killed timber--and the general
desirability of avoiding dirt roads where possible, I was anxious that we should use the truck
road only for such portion as should be unavoidable. With the tremendous amount of clearing to
be done which you emphasize and the fact that the road comes close to the trail about a mile
beyond where the trail takes off of the road, at its east junction, it would seem perhaps desirable
to reconsider the matter and possibly have the trail leave the road finally at this point where they
are close together. In any event, if Gordon has succeeded in clearing out this lumbered section, it
would seem desirable to try to push the trail back in this area some little distance from the road.
However, the sum total of the matter, if nothing has been done, may be that it would be desirable,
having in mind the maintenance problems--and we have enough of them in western Maine--to
change the guidebook data and have the trail take off beyond the lumbering and where it is
finally free and clear from the road.
I have been hoping to see just what the situation is at first hand. I think we can get this cleared up
at once. I am leaving for Boston Saturday night and shall be there several days. I also expect to
be in Portland and it was my thought that I could take the morning train to Farmington and then
from Farmington take the bus which arrives at Rangeley at ll:00 A.M. If you found that you
could make your contemplated trip at that time, it would be very fine and we could go up
together. I shall send my measuring wheel to Gordon Hunt by express, so that we will have it
available and I am asking him to let me know if he can meet me in Rangeley, so that we could go
out on that road that afternoon. I am not quite sure what I would do the next day. I would like to
go over the section between Frye Brook and Maine Highway 5 in order to see what effect the
lumbering might have on the guidebook description. Then, again, I want to cover the section
between Bigelow Village and Orbeton Stream. I am hoping that on Saturday we may have
enough time to fix up that blue blazing around The Caves which is described in the guidebook
but I am afraid is not on the ground. I expect to be in Rangeley Saturday morning, July 23rd.
A letter sent to me up to Wednesday or Thursday, preferably the former, at the Parker House,
Boston, would reach me. I am sending a copy of this to Helon Taylor and Mr. Stubbs as well as
to Gordon Hunt, with the thought that if they are in that locality and available, we may be able to
get together.
I am enclosing a copy of a letter from Mr. Stubbs of July 8th which may interest you.
I am most anxious to see the reel of trail cutting. We made, a number of years ago, a black and
white reel of trail technique. It is somewhat out of date and with the improvement in picture
making, your reel would be a decided improvement. Our Photographic Chairman tells me that
trail clearing pictures are very much in demand and has asked if you would be disposed to either
loan us the negatives of the prints which you kindly sent me so that we can get reproductions
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made. I shall hope to hear from you and Mr. Hunt in Boston and that next week we can get this
matter of the truck road completely settled.
I don't know just what we can do about the lack of paint blazes referred to in Mr. Stubbs' letter,
as I am afraid that we will not have an opportunity to take care of it. I understand that Hunt has
both white and blue paint and trail markers and we will count on getting from him what we need.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and mailed during his absence to avoid delay.
Copy Mr. Taylor Mr. Stubbs Mr. Hunt
July 15, 1933. Myron Avery to Miss Adelaide Meserve, Appalachian Mountain Club,
Boston
Dear Miss Meserve:
I am wondering if, as you have done on previous occasions, you would be disposed to let us have
the cuts for the photographs used in connection with Mr. Hatch’s article. Most of the
photographs came from the Trail Conference. I would particularly like to have the cut of our map
and the cut of the picture of South Horn which appears opposite page 148, which was one which
Mr. Cutler sent to us. If these are available, I would appreciate your sending them to me at 2035
Rosemount Avenue, N.W. We could use the one of Katahdin from Daicey Pond at page 128.
1 shall be in Boston next week and may see you.
I assume that you duly received the copy of the third edition of the Maine Guide to be placed on
the literature table.
July 15, 1933. Myron Avery to Douglas Burchett, University Club, Boston, Massachusetts.
Dear Doug:
I shall be in Boston for four or five days, commencing the 17th. If you have not left for vacation,
I hope to see you. In fact, I think I should collect a dinner--or several of them--off of the
Councillor of Topography and Exploration as consolation to my injured feelings in taking my
name off the Katahdin Map. On further thought, however, it may be that I will owe the
Councillor several dinners for relieving me of any imputation of responsibility for the errors on
the map, which are decidedly numerous, and those, such as The Appalachian Trail and the
country north of Katahdin, might otherwise be very well laid to my door.
Have you seen the booklet on skiing put out by the Massachusetts Department of Education?
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and mailed during his absence to avoid delay.
July 15, 1938. Myron Avery to Edward S. Spicer, Adamsville, Rhode Island
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Dear Mr. Spicer:
I have been in New York and delayed in replying to your letter of July 11th, I have discussed
your suggestion with Miss Park, Assistant Secretary of the Trail Conference, who has charge of
this matter of guidebook sales. We would like to adopt your suggestion and if you will indicate
when the guides should be mailed and the exact address, Miss Park will send them to you so that
they will be available at that time, I understand that you have available a supply of The Silver
Aisle and the prospectus of the guide. We are enclosing an addressed envelope and all that will
be necessary will be for you to indicate the address and the time.
We very much appreciate the cooperation which prompts your suggestion. It should be of
material help to us.
I shall be in Boston (Parker House) for the first half of next week, and there is a possibility that I
may find myself in the Bigelow section during the August Camp period. I expect to cover a
considerable portion of the Trail in Maine and shall want to see the relocations on Bigelow
subsequent to the lumbering.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and mailed during his absence to avoid delay.
July 15, 1933. Myron Avery to Everett F. Greaton, Executive Secretary, Maine
Development Commission, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Greaton:
You will recall that you wrote me, on receipt of the Maine Guide, that you had turned it over to
your publicity people to prepare stories for the Maine newspapers. As nothing in the way of such
stories has come to our attention, it had occurred to me that perhaps the matter had been mislaid
and that a word from you to your publicity people would assure the appearance of the stories.
To save time, I am enclosing a copy of a memorandum which I have just sent with respect to
holding the 1939 Appalachian Trail Conference in Maine. The Potomac Appalachian Trail Club
of Washington will schedule a trip over the Trail in Maine in 1939. I should be very glad to have
the benefit of any suggestions which you may have as to a desirable meeting place. We would
like something close to the Trail, attractive in itself, with moderate-priced accommodations, and
facilities for about 75 to 100 people. The travel distance will cut down attendance to some degree.
Copy to Mr. Attwood
July 18, 1938. Ralph E. Billings to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Returning from leave this morning I found your note together with a copy of a letter from Mr.
Fechner.
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The Kokadjo Rearing Pool project at the Greenville Camp has apparently been straightened out
to the extent that we may continue work upon it until November first when the camp will be
scheduled for abandonment.
Other projects at Greenville are practically worked out and because of our inability to obtain
right of way deeds and maintenance agreements on truck trails, it looked as though Greenville
would go out about the middle of this month but the Regional Office allowed us a little more
latitude on travel time in order that we might use men from the main camp to complete Kokadjo.
I am writing Mr. Stacy today asking him to submit a side camp application to cover trail work so
that there will be as little delay as possible if restrictions are removed.
Par. 84
84. SIDE CAMPS.
a. General. The distance of the side camp from the main camp, as well as the accessibility of the
side camp, is a matter of primary interest to the Army. The corps area commander will not
concur in the establishment of a side camp unless the regular medical personnel can care for the
side camp, and satisfactory arrangements are made by either the Army or Technical Service
concerned for the services of a civilian doctor, in cases of emergency only, at Army expense.
b. Establishment: (l) No side camps will be established without the approval of HFCA.
(2) Side camps will be established only under the following conditions: See par. 551 d.
(a)When a side camp does not exceed 50 men.
(b)When the total personnel in the main camp does not fall below one hundred.
(c) When no unusual conditions are created by inaccessibility, because of
distance, road conditions, or bad weather, which will cause difficulty with the supply or
evacuation of personnel.
(d) When the Technical Service agrees to furnish the necessary transportation for
the medical officer.
(e) The normal duration of a side camp is not to exceed six months.
(f) When the state forester considers it necessary to extend the duration of the side
camp beyond six months, he will send a request to that effect to HFCA, through his Federal
supervising officer, for recommendation. If the request is approved by the Federal supervising
officer and there is no administrative reason for not doing so, the request will be approved by
HFCA.
(g) When the technical service agrees to furnish necessary transportation for
evacuation of enrollee patients while on duty at the side camp.
(h) That chlorination of water will be provided in accordance with provisions of
paragraphs 215 and 218 b, CCC Regs, HFCA.
c. Applications: (l) Applications for side camps will be initiated by the State or Regional
Inspector's office or the technical service concerned on HFCA Form No. 11. This form will
contain approval of the Regional office of the service concerned and will be forwarded by the
Camp Superintendent to the Camp commander for submission to HFCA for approval.
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(2) The technical service officials are aware of the foregoing instructions on side camps.
Applications received by camp commanders which include conditions conflicting with these
instructions will be submitted in the usual manner to HFCA for final decision and action.
d. Responsibility. (1) Camp commanders will be held responsible for the medical care,
sanitation, welfare, clothing, personal equipment, and supply of subsistence to the enrollees in
the side camp. The Technical Service is responsible for the actual preparation and serving of the
food, but the camp commander will he held responsible to see that all mess regulations and
accounting (See Par. 411 b (26)) are fully complied with. He will make regular inspections of all
side camps, will advise the camp superintendent of any discrepancies noted, and, should the
camp superintendent fail to remedy the conditions at once, will submit a complete report to
HFCA. If, in his opinion, the discrepancies are such as to endanger life or government property,
he will temporarily withdraw the enrollees from the camp pending final decision by HFCA.
(2) In the case of side camps consisting of five (5) enrollees or less engaged on duties
such as fire patrols, forest fire detection and trail crews, the requirements set forth in subparagraph (1) above, insofar as they apply to frequent inspections by company commanders and
camp surgeons are concerned, as set forth in paragraph 221, and mess accounting for side camps
as set forth in par, 411 b (26), are waived. Company commanders will, however, remain
responsible for medical care, sanitation, welfare, clothing, personal equipment and supply of
subsistence as heretofore to the enrollees constituting the small detachments. Applications for
these side camps will be initiated in accordance with sub-paragraph c (l) above.
e. Equipment for Side Camps. (1) The War Department has in storage all ordinary items
of camp equipment, such as cots, mattresses, cooking utensils, etc., which might be required by
the Technical Service for side camps. Although the furnishing of this equipment is primarily a
responsibility of the Technical Service establishing a side camp, the necessary items of
equipment will be issued to the Technical Service by the Army, upon request, from Army CCC
stocks on hand and not required for immediate use.
(2) All such requests from the Technical Service for equipment to be used at side camps
will be forwarded direct to HFCA.
(3) Upon the approval of the corps area commander, such supplies as are available will be
issued to the Technical Service on memorandum receipt by the CCC Supply Depot or by HFCA.
The memorandum receipt covering such property will be issued to the camp superintendent
concerned, who will be held responsible that such property is maintained in good condition, fair
wear and tear excepted. Upon the closing of the side camp all such property will be returned by
the Technical Service to the CCC Supply Depot, Fort Sevens, Mass., and credit memorandum
covering its return issued to the camp superintendent.
f. Transportation. The Technical Service concerned will furnish all transportation
necessary for the maintenance and operation of side camps.
g. Closing of Side Camps. Report will be submitted to HFCA, setting forth the date of the
abandonment of a side camp, with the written approval of the camp superintendent contained
upon the face thereof. Report will definitely indicate the name and location of the side camp; the
parent camp from which based; the period for which approved; and the closing date. It will also
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contain a statement as to the condition of property issued on memorandum receipt returned to the
Army.
(Issued with Change No, 47 - December 20, 1937)
July 19, 1938.

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
COPYRIGHT OFFICE OFTHE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
WASHINGTON
__________________
CERTIFICATE OF COPYRIGHT REGISTRATION

This is to certify in conformity with section 55 of the Act to Amend and Consolidate the Acts
respecting Copyright approved March 4, 1909, as amended by the Act approved March 2, 1913,
that TWO copies of the BOOK named herein have been deposited in this Office under the
provisions of the Act of 1909, together with the affidavit prescribed in section 16 thereof; and
that registration of a claim to copyright for the first term of 28 years from the date of publication
of said book has been duly made in the name of
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Augusta, Maine.
Title of Book: Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine by Myron H. Avery, of the United States,
Compiler (Publication No. 4 Third Edition.) Copyright is claimed on matter entirely re-written
except pp. 15-32 and 314-332, rest has been revised or is new.
Date of publication June 23, 1938; Copies received June 27, 1938; Affadavit received July 19,
1938; Entry: Class A, No. 119589.
July 20, 1938. J. J. McEntee, Acting Director, Civilian Conservation Corps, to Myron
Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
This is being written in pursuance of our letter of July 5, 1938, in further reference to the use of
side camps along the Appalachian Trail in Maine, about which you wrote this office on June 25,
1938 and again on July 11, 1938. You were informed by the Director that the matter of alleged
discontinuance of side camps along the Trail would be taken up with the proper authorities here
in Washington, namely, the United States Forest Service, a branch of the Department of
Agriculture.
We are now in receipt of a letter from Mr. Fred Morrell, Representative, Department of
Agriculture, Advisory Council, CCC, written under date of July 15, 1958, stating, in the first
place, that no changes have been made in the Corps policy which would prevent the
establishment of acceptable side camps to facilitate work plans. However, you will also observe
from Mr. Morrell's letter, copy attached, why it did not appear wise or economical to establish
the side camp in question at an excessive distance from the parent camp, namely, P-57 at
Greenville.
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It is hoped that the explanation as offered in Mr. Morrell's letter may be found satisfactory and
that you will look upon the statements as being sound and logical.
July 21, 1938. Everett Greaton to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have been giving thought for some time to the 1939 Appalachian Trail Conference. My own
thought is that Rangeley will be an ideal spot for this Conference. The trail goes across
Saddleback and across the highway pretty near Rangeley village.
There is a set of camps at the foot of Saddleback and it seems to me that this would be a splendid
location.
I am enclosing a clipping from the Kennebec Journal which I know you will be interested in.
{Story in Boston Herald 7/24 Transcript 7/23 also Portland Press Herald.}
July 21, 1938. George Gorham to Maine Guidebook Editor, Appalachian Trail Conf., 901
Union Trust Bldg., Washington, D.C.
Dear Sir:
I have recently returned from a two-day hiking trip on the AT from Grafton Notch to the South
Arm Road, Me. Highway 5, and thought it best to inform you of a recent lumbering operation on
Mountain Brook which gave us a lot of trouble.
The cutting, which I think has been done this past Winter and Spring, has obliterated all Trail
markings from the point at 5.13 m. travelling North, downstream to 5.76 where the Trail crosses
the brook. We saw no paint blazes, either on trees or rocks, in that interval, and only one metal
marker, facing down stream, a few hundred feet below the point 5.13.
Very foolishly, we were traveling without a guidebook or map, and we missed the turn at 5.76,
continuing on the lumber road for some ways, finally crossing the brook and striking out for C
Pond, reaching the Trail just before we arrived at Learned’s Camp.
I cannot say definitely that the right turn at 5.76 has been wiped out, but it probably has, since
the cutting has been very thorough in that area. The least trouble that the condition will cause to
future parties is a considerable amount of retracing the route.
The marking at 5.13 may cause trouble as it is a large double blaze on both sides of the tree, on
an almost straight away. It may cause some to assume that the Trail crosses at that point as there
are no blazes visible down-stream.
The remainder of the route in these two sections we found to be well marked and in good
condition. There are two relatively unimportant errors in the signboards on Sawyer Brook, where
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the AT leaves Learned’s trail, at 10.31 m. That pointing toward Me. highway 5 reads: “Me.
Highway 17 2.72 m.” The other reads: “C Pond 5.9” followed by “2.” The distance is really 3.18
m.
These are of no consequence and have probably been noticed; also I would advise anyone
travelling toward Route 5 to watch carefully where the Trail leaves the wood road sharp left at
11.31 m.
I had a very interesting call last night from a Mr. Cross of Brunswick, a Maine Alpine Club
member whom Mr. Avery referred to me. I enjoyed meeting him very much, and discussing the
Trails and mountains of Maine; it is not often that one meets a fellow hiker in this vicinity.
Let me congratulate the Committee on the new guidebook. It is excellent in every detail, and
should serve as a fine model for all future works of its kind.
I have read it so thoroughly that I must have been under the impression I had memorized it. Next
time, I assure you, I shall have it along on the Trail.
July, 1938 MAINE NEWS SERVICE, Maine Development Commission, Augusta, Maine
From: Virginia Mack. For Release: At Will.
Augusta, Maine, July ---The third edition of the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine is now
available, the Maine Development Commission was advised today by Myron H. Avery of Lubec
and Washington, D.C., editor and author of numerous articles on Katahdin and Maine.
The Trail has been completed for its last 266 miles across Maine, the last link in the entire 2,000
mile Trail from Maine to Georgia having been cut on the south slope of Spaulding Mountain.
Beginning at Katahdin, the Trail runs south westerly via Daicey Pond and the Joe Mary Lakes,
over White Cap, by Long Pond, through Monson and Blanchard, across Moxie Pond and the
Kennebec River, over the Bigelow Range, Sugarloaf, Spaulding and Saddleback Mountains,
through the Rangeley Lakes region to the state border.
A detailed description of the Trail, with exact distances taken on the ground with a measuringwheel, and descriptions of public accommodations and campsites is given in the revised edition
of the Guide which is available through the Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust
Building, Washington, D. C.
A feature of the revised edition is the very complete account of all of the trails and mountains in
the Katahdin region. In addition to the chapter on Katahdin itself, the outlying peaks, trails and
approaches are described in complete detail in the 92 page section devoted to Katahdin.
Another outstanding feature is the series of ten maps of the trail route; one large-scale map of the
entire route across the state; two detailed maps covering the entire trail and five smaller largescale maps of the route, in addition to the map of the Katahdin area, with a sketch of the trail
routes at Katahdin.
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As no other recent maps have been available for this region, this feature of the book will appeal
particularly to fishermen hunters and nature lovers as well as devotees of hiking and mountain
climbing.
Tentative plans for holding the 1939 Trail Conference in the Katahdin region of Maine are being
discussed by the Board of Managers, according to Mr. Avery who is Chairman of the Board.
July 22, 1938. Thomas D. Cabot, President, Appalachian Mountain Club, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I thank you for your letter of July 15.
I am very interested in your ideas on equipment. I think our Equipment Committee are somewhat
prejudiced against the down sleeping bag on account of its expense and its tendency to mat, but,
personally, a down bag seems to me preferable to the heavier wool. I doubt whether there would
be sufficient demand in our Club to justify any other tent than the one we sell at present. This is a
good deal lighter than the tent you mention and, although not fly-proof, is usually considered
adequate by most of our hikers. The idea of combining an air mattress with a sleeping bag seems
to me very sensible, as it should make it unnecessary for the air mattress to be nearly as heavy,
since, when inside the bag, it would be less subject to puncture. I always carry a 48-inch air
mattress weighing 3-3/4 pounds. I should think equal comfort would be obtained by adding not
over two pounds in air bladders within a sleeping bag.
Thank you for calling my attention to the omission in 1938 of the acknowledgement appearing in
the upper left-hand corner of the earlier maps of the Katahdin Region published in our Guide. I
have inquired of the Committee and am told that there are now so many contributors who have
helped in compiling information that they thought it would be impractical to make
acknowledgements without either over-burdening the map with names or running the risk that
some contributors would complain at the omission of their names. It was decided to omit
acknowledgements, as is done on most material furnished club guides by members.
I am sure the Committee would be very pleased if you cared to take the time to point out to them
any errors in this Guide, for it is only by such cooperation of our members that our Guides can be
improved. As you probably know, I am myself the author of a guide and know from experience
how difficult it is to avoid errors and how dependent we must be on the information volunteered
by others. Possibly, in view of the overlapping between the A.T. and the A.M.C. publications,
you will feel that it will be the greatest service to give all your attention to the former. I can
easily understand this point of view and whatever your decision, will thank you on behalf of
myself and of all others who enjoy travelling through the region for the work you are doing to
enhance this enjoyment.
July 23, 1938. Andrew K. Craig, Groveland, Massachusetts, to Appalachian Trail
Conference

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1938 – Compiled by David Field – Page

156

Dear Sirs:
I was glad to receive my copy of the guide book to the Appalachian Trail in Maine. In it was
found much interesting material. I was particularly impressed with two things; the wealth of
explanatory material and the exactness of mileage.
However I found that the type used to print the guide was not easy to read. Also, since we are
planning a trip to Katahdin, we wanted a book that could be carried conveniently in a pack, and
be read easily without having to peruse extraneous descriptive material. Your book is not
adaptable to this use.
The maps were folded in rather tightly and were liable to tear when opened. It is a good book to
have in one's library to study before leaving for the trail, but the Appalachian Mountain Club
Guide book for Katahdin is far superior for a trail guide.
May I also note a correction. Elmer Woodworth has purchased the Millinocket Lake Camps
formerly owned by Given.
I do not mean to disparage your helpfulness through the Guide book, only to suggest ways in
which it could help me more.
July 25, 1938. Leonard Shiman, Naples, Maine, to Stanley Atwood. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Atwood:
Under separate cover I am sending you the Maine “Guide” received by me from the Appalachian
Conference in Washington. This is, I believe as per our arrangement, and I would appreciate
your check at your convenience.
Please accept my thanks again for your many courtesies that helped to make our trip such a
success. Without the fly dope and guide we would have been lost and most uncomfortable. As it
was the rain didn’t bother us much as the wet trail. We were not however able to get many long
range views from White Cap or any of the Chair-Back range.
We entered the trail near Kokadjo and left it three days later at Bodfish Intervale near Monson.
Our accommodations at both camps on Long Pond were excellent and I heartily recommend the
trip to any seasoned hiker--for as you know it is not exactly easy but well worth the effort. We
were told we were the first hikers thru this year and that in general few use that section of the
trail.
If anyone wishes any information of the forty odd miles of trail we traversed please call on me
and I’ll be glad to give it—such as in my power.
The Guide Book I found excellent and the trails well marked. It was a memorable trip and I hope
to make another sector next year.
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Again thanking you for your courtesies.
{Perhaps you would like to write him about his trip. S.B.A.}
July 27, 1938. Everett Greaton, Maine Development Commission, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am sending you a tear sheet from the Christian Science Monitor and one from the Boston
Transcript in which they used our release on the Appalachian Trail.
I know you will be pleased with this wide use of the story. As you know I have been working for
some time on the mountain booklet. Due to the pressure of so many things it has been delayed,
but we are making headway and I am in hopes to send it to press within the next six weeks.
What would you advise to use on Katahdin? I am of course going to give quite a bit of space to
the Appalachian Trail and a lot of space to Katahdin. Do you think we could use quite a bit of the
material that you wrote for the Katahdin booklet. I suppose a good many things have changed
since that was written. Would you have time to check over some of this material on Katahdin in
that booklet if I sent it down to you? I would welcome your suggestions as to the best material to
use on Mount Katahdin.
July 27, 1938. Myron Avery to W. H. Sawyer, Bates College
Dear Will:
I have been pretty busy since I got back, trying to get caught up with various things and to
"liquidate” all of the data and things which were accomplished on my very pleasant trip. As soon
as I get the revised trail description for the two sections written up, I will send it to you so that
you can use it on future occasions and let me know of anything which is wrong or any
suggestions. I try to keep this guidebook current so that when the fourth edition appears - if we
live that long - it will require less work. Hence my work on these sections now.
I have also reduced to writing my comments as to what might well be done to give for small
minor matters which we would like to have done and which we might forget. This note will serve
as a reminder when the time comes.
On checking up the matter of those maps of the boundary around Maine which are so useful for
the mountains in that area and for canoeing on the St. John, I find that there are some seventy
maps in all and that they sell to the general public at 50 cents each. There are two reports of the
boundary survey which contain a lot of interesting photographs and which you will want to have.
I have had an index map sent to you and they told me if you would write in on your College
letterhead and request a set of the maps and of each report for use in your Department, that it
would be sent to you gratis. I think that you will find these very interesting and well worth
having. Write to the International Boundary Commission, 2213 Commerce Building,
Washington, D.C.
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In due course you will have the volume on the Penobscot Valley containing the detailed maps of
the East Branch and West Branch which I told you of.
I will mail you within a day or two the itinerary of my proposed trip. This, I am sorry to say, is
pretty much a business trip and may be somewhat different from what you thought I had in mind.
Because of the numerous things which have to be done, etc., I plan to make use of the sporting
camps. The rate, as you know, is $3.50 per day. Perhaps what you had in mind, particularly with
your boy, was to give him the experience and pleasure of a camping trip. If my program in any
way fits in, in whole or in part, with your plans, it is unnecessary for me to say that I shall be
delighted to have you join me.
Incidentally, you will be interested to know that the bus was an hour late and that by taking a cab
in Charlestown and running across the Back Bay Station, I caught my train with quarter of a
minute to spare. We have not yet tried out the recipe for cookies.
Again expressing my appreciation for a most pleasant and delightful two days, for which I am
very much indebted to you, and with best regards,
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and mailed during his absence to avoid delay.
July 28, 1938. Myron Avery to Four Pond Camp Association, Packard Brothers,
Ridlonville, Maine
Gentlemen:
We trust that you received the copy of the third edition of the Maine Guidebook which we
forwarded to you.
We have been told that you have sold your camp at Long Pond. If this is correct, would you
kindly advise the name and post office address of the new owner and whether or not the Trail
situation and the reference in our guidebook has come to his attention.
For your convenience, I am enclosing an addressed envelope for your use in replying.
July 28, 1938. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor
I)ear Helon:
I had very much a flying trip to the Trail in Maine. Prof. Sawyer, Hunt and I straightened out the
problem between Maine Highway 4 and 17 by having the Trail route follow the truck road to its
end. We changed the marking and the guidebook description. It seemed to us on the whole the
best way out of a difficult problem. That afternoon and the next day we went over the section
between the Andover-Frye Bridge Road and Maine Highway 5. The lumbering on Mountain
Brook had confused the route and there were a number of changes.
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Professor Sawyer and the Bates Outing Club certainly did a herculean task in clearing out the
raspberry bushes and the hardwood sprouts that had come up in that area. In fact, all the B.O.C.
section of Trail is in fine condition and we should be very much gratified by what has been done
by them. This system of having a trip by the Outing Club each spring will, I think, take care of
the problems here very nicely. I am going to try to induce Gordon Hunt to take the section of the
Trail down to Orbeton Stream from the top of Saddleback. Do I understand that you consider as
your territory the section as far south as Orbeton Stream? If so, this would leave no gaps.
I had hoped that I might be able to have enough time to see you and find out about the situation
on Mt. Bigelow. I expect to leave here about August 15th and spend two or three days at
Katahdin and then travel the Trail in Maine from Katahdin to Blanchard. At some time either
then or later in the fall, I want to start at the Kennebec River and come over Mt. Bigelow. By
reason of your intended relocations, there will be some change in the guidebook description
which I shall want to get. I am very sorry to say that the end with Walter Greene is probably only
a matter of weeks. He has steadily become worse and there seems to be no hope whatever. We
will certainly miss him greatly and eastern Maine will be a problem.
I think that as a result of my discussion with the Army at Boston, the CCC Camps will get started
on shelter building again this year. The difficulty had been that the Army had refused to approve
a side camp because, under the regulations, the Company Commander has to inspect it every two
weeks and certain medical facilities are required. Crews of five are excepted from this provision
and the Army promised to approve the application if the number of men were reduced to this. Mr.
Billings said that he would resubmit the application and perhaps could get two crews from
Greenville, as this Camp will be going out in the fall. I am hoping, therefore, that we will get
some more shelter work done this year.
I am trying to locate the incorporation papers of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club which were
being circulated among its directors. I am sending a copy of this letter to Messrs. Stubbs, Flynt
and Attwood, with the thought that they may know where they are at the present time.
It looks as if our Kibbie trip will be postponed again by reason of these other "business trips"
which have to be made. If, as seems probable, the Trail Conference comes to Maine next year,
that may mean that we won’t be able to make the trip until 1940. My anniversary return visit to
the first mountain in the State that I was ever on is being constantly and continuously postponed.
You know that the Appalachian Mountain Club Camp at Flagstaff starts on August 6th and they
are sure to go over all of Bigelow. I hope that things have worked out with you so that you have
been able to make the relocation and get over the other sections so that you know that they are in
shape.
As an experiment for handling summer growth, I am having sent to you three of the tools, with
extra blades, which Professor Sawyer found so useful in getting rid of this summer growth.
Using a bush hook is mighty tiring work on such small stuff and I rather imagine that the Trail
between Orbeton Stream and Spaulding Mountain is going to have a lot of this in the lumbered
section.
I will appreciate very much hearing from you as to how this situation stands.
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Copy to Mr. Stubbs Mr. Flynt Mr. Attwood
July 28, 1938. Myron Avery to Rev. Andrew K. Craig, Groveland, Mass.
Dear Mr. Craig:
Your letter of July 23rd to The Appalachian Trail Conference has been turned over to me, in
view of the fact that I am the compiler of the Guidebook.
It is unnecessary for me to say that I and the other editors of this book are very pleased to have
the benefit of constructive suggestions. The tenor of your letter, however, is somewhat at
variance with what might be expected from your letterhead and you will appreciate is perhaps
not one that is particularly encouraging. I see no occasion for any comparison with the
Appalachian Mountain Club Katahdin Guide and I do not venture to enter into any discussion on
that point. I think, however, that you will find, if you have an opportunity to critically examine
the terrain covered by its map and the Guide that there is very considerable error therein.
Particularly, I would suggest that you compare the route of the Trail on the A.M.C. map around
Rainbow Lake with our Katahdin to East Branch Map. I can assure you that the latter is correct.
There are perhaps problems in connection with the issuing of these books which you do not
appreciate. The Conference's financial resources are extremely limited. It is endeavoring to keep
current a series of Guides to the entire Appalachian Trail. Had we available the facilities and
finances of the Appalachian Mountain Club, we could issue this Guide in a printed form. The
type which you find difficult is the result, of course, of planograph printing. Without this
volunteer labor, it would, of course, be beyond our limited resources to issue any Guide at all.
You can appreciate that the format may be improved when our financial situation permits
printing. Had a sewed binding been used which would permit the maps to open more readily, we
would not have been able to have sold the book for under $2.00 and this would have decidedly
hampered its circulation. The typing of the pages for planographing is, of course, voluntary labor.
You will appreciate also that the Katahdin end of the Guide is merely incidental and that the
book is a Guide to The Appalachian Trail in Maine. Naturally when you are using a single
section, by reason of size and convenience, the small content of the other Guide is extremely
convenient.
I wonder if the cost of putting the material for the Maine Guidebook into the same excellent type
as the A.M.C. Katahdin Guide has occurred to you. At the price for which the latter sells, the 43
pages and one map of the book are over a cent a page. Every page of the Maine Guide has at
least twice the material and at this rate, this publication would come to something like $10.00. It
may be of interest to know, as you are studying the Guides academically, that today's mail has
brought two letters from travelers over the Trail who have actually had an opportunity to
evaluate the Guide in the field. One letter from New Haven says:
“Let me congratulate the committee on the new Guidebook. It is excellent in every detail and
should serve as a model for all future works of its kind. I have read it so thoroughly that I must
have been under the impression I had memorized it."
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The other letter from Naples, Maine, referring to a trip in the Barren- Chairback section, says:
“Without the fly dope and Guide, we would have been lost and most uncomfortable. * * * The
Guidebook I found excellent and the trails well marked.”
As the theory of this book is that its detailed directions enable one to follow the route if the
marking has been obliterated--or is non-existent as at Katahdin--I might observe that upon
reflection, you would find it more profitable to revise your procedure; that is, to take this book
with you, tear out the pages if you wish and the map - so that you may know how to go in the
field. The other will perhaps best serve for the armchair study and be of less specific usefulness
in the field.
I am somewhat at a loss to understand what prompted your comment. It is helpful to use a
guidebook on the terrain before coming to a conclusion as to its comparative merit. Perhaps you
have not foreclosed your mind as to its usefulness to the extent that you will not be disposed to
try it in the field. As your letter is the first we have received expressing such derogatory opinion
of our volunteer activities, it is perhaps not too much to hope that field experience will convince
you that our volunteer labors have given you a very usable guide and quite a good deal for the
money which you have spent.
I had not intended at the outset to reply in such detail. You obviously felt obliged to pass on to us
the benefit of your observations and in order that you might not further restrict the usefulness of
our activities by spreading abroad too unsatisfactory a report on our activities, I thought it
desirable to point out certain considerations which may, with the benefit of practical experience,
lead you to some revision of your opinion.
July 29, 1938. Myron Avery to Robert Stubbs
Dear Stubbs:
1 am saving on stenographic labor by sending you a copy of a letter which I have written to
Helon Taylor, as it tells about a number of things which I had expected to write to you
independently.
About all that I want to add is that Sawyer and his Bates Club certainly have done a fine job in
maintenance but that the lumbering on Mountain Brook certainly wrecked that section of Trail.
Moreover, the problem is getting to be one of mowing out the small hardwood growth and
bushes which takes a type of tool that the CCC do not have. Professor Sawyer bought the Lively
Lad Weeders listed in our Equipment Bulletin, which proved to be very successful.
You spoke to me at our last visit, of the plans for having the public campsite signs put up on the
shelters. I saw the lean-tos at Squirrel Rock and Sabbath Day Pond and there were no such signs.
I thought I would mention it to you in the event that there was some fire warden who was
supposed to have done this and had failed to carry out his assignment. In any event, you will
know that the signs are not yet up.
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If you have any thoughts on the proper place for the Conference, I shall be very glad to have the
benefit of them. I wish we could work out some arrangement so that the thing might be held
literally "In the shadow of Katahdin", but I am afraid there are not available sufficient facilities at
any one place.
July 29, 1938. Myron Avery to Stanley B. Attwood
Dear Attwood:
I am sorry that I did not get a chance to see you. After my return from the Trail, which was a
"flying trip" in every sense of the word. Sawyer can tell you of the details and the enclosed letter
to Stubbs and Taylor will supply information which I would have written you direct. All that I
can say is that Sawyer and his B.O.C. certainly did a splendid task of reconstructing the trail
where it was lumbered on Mountain Brook and their maintenance and marking work is very well
done. The trail condition and the type of small growth, the hardwood sprouts coming up, show
the necessity for using tools like weeders in order to get rid of this stuff. The axe work stage has
largely passed.
I know that the A.M.C. Camp at Flagstaff is planning a trip up Baldpate and inasmuch as Mr.
Hicks reported considerable small growth on the old wood roads on the east side of Baldpate last
year, I am hoping that the Maine Alpine Club maintenance work can be done before that time.
The Camp opens August 6th. Sawyer can show you the weeders which I would strongly suggest
that you should have. They are obtained from T. J. Stump, Ashland City. Tennessee, at a cost of
$1.00 each and are the most satisfactory tools for combating this small growth.
I noticed a very good story on the guidebook in the Boston Herald of July 24th and the
Transcript of July 23rd, so that the Maine Development Commission publicity is bearing fruit.
Incidentally, the Andover-B Hill Road is being widened at Frye Brook and I noticed that your
sign will need to be reset. It is held in place by a few rocks at the present time. I would also
suggest that some paint blazes on the Frye Brook end would create at the outset in the traveler an
impression that he is going to find the Trail well marked. The blazes start a considerable distance
up the road.
I do hope that things will work out so that you will have no difficulty on the maintenance at
Baldpate. It may be that you will find it desirable to try the scheme of having the maintenance
trip as an annual event early in the summer before this growth gets under way.
July 29, 1938. Myron Avery to George B. Gorham, West Haven, Connecticut
Dear Mr. Gorham:
Your letter of July 21st, addressed to the Maine Guidebook Editor, was forwarded to me at
Boston and has finally caught up with me again at Washington. It is good to hear from you again.
We have in mind your very excellent article of some time back on the Appalachian Trail and are
glad to know that you tried the Maine section again. We appreciate what you have to say in the
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way of commendation of the Guidebook and, incidentally, your frank admission robs us of an
opportunity to point out the moral of having the Guidebook or map along to meet just such
contingencies as you experienced.
Your trip will certainly emphasize in your own mind the problems due to lumbering. Professor
Sawyer and his crew of eight spent three days in this section. Much work was required in
clearing out the briers and hardwood growth between Surplus Pond and Mountain Brook. At
Mountain Brook the lumbering had completely obliterated the route so that Sawyer had to
practically make a new trail, although it closely follows the route of the old. It happens that last
Sunday I went with him to this section and I re-measured it as well as relocated the trail at the
end of the Houghton Truck Road. I came through this area alone without any difficulty, although
I had made one trip two years ago. Obviously the lumbering makes for slow travel and you have
to watch for the blazes. If you had had the Guidebook with you, the statement about following
Mountain Brook would probably have relieved your apprehension on this score. I think it is
entirely true that by some oversight, there were practically no blazes (going south) on the toteroad after you cross the dam until you hit the Forks. However, except for the disconcerting fact
of the lack of blazes, there is no possible way of missing the route and Mr. Sawyer will have
additional blazes put in at the first opportunity. The only change really in the Guidebook
description is due to the presence of the new dam.
You will also see our problem with respect to maintenance. I do know that where one leaves the
tote-road to cross the dam, there is a very conspicuous double blaze and blazes visible across the
dam. As I recall, these double blazes were parallel to the trail rather than at right angles, but I
should not expect travelers going north to have any difficulty, particularly since, by reference to
the Guidebook, they will see that the trail follows the south side of the brook for half a mile and
should be on the alert at that time. The map shows the same thing. We had noted the rather
curious errors in the signs and corrected them.
Perhaps you have noticed in the June issue of Appalachia an article by Benton L. Hatch, of 219
Bishop Street, New Haven, Connecticut, on his travels across The Appalachian Trail in Maine.
I shall hope to hear from you and have the benefit of your suggestions and criticisms as you
travel further sections of the Trail in Maine.
Copy to Mr. Sawyer Mr. Attwood
July 29, 1938. Myron Avery to Captain A. G. Silverman, Headquarters, First Corps Area,
Army Base, Boston, Massachusetts.
Dear Captain Silverman:
After our discussion at Boston of the problems growing out of work by the CCC Camps in
Maine on shelters on The Appalachian Trail, I talked by telephone with Assistant Forester Ralph
E. Billings, at Augusta, and suggested that the applications be resubmitted for five enrollees so as
to be outside the operation of the regulations applying to side camps. It was my understanding
from Mr. Billings that he would arrange to have the applications resubmitted from the Bridgton
Camp and also the Greenville Camp. I ventured to express to Mr. Billings my feeling that these

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1938 – Compiled by David Field – Page

164

applications would receive the approval of your office when submitted. 1 also passed on your
suggestion about advising the Corps Commander of the situation with respect to the revised
applications.
We are very much indebted to you for your cooperation and interest in working out an
arrangement which would permit the carrying on of this work. We hope that our difficulties have
been cured.
I have sent to you under separate cover copy of the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine
which will indicate the extent of the work carried on by the CCC and its contribution to the
recreational resources of the country at large.
July 29, 1938. Myron Avery to Robert Fechner, Director, Civilian Conservation Corps,
Dear M. Fechner:
I have been advised by my office that a communication from you had been forwarded to me in
New England from where I have just returned. I am very glad to say that I think we have made
progress with respect to the situation in Maine where the Army had withheld approval of the side
camps to complete the work of the shelters on the Trail. The difficulty seems to have grown out
of the regulation of requiring the inspection by the Company Commander of the side camps
every other week and certain medical requirements. I had at Boston quite a talk concerning the
problem with the Army authorities and Captain A. G. Silverman pointed out that under their
regulations (Paragraph 84.d), a detail of five enrollees would not be subject to these requirements.
Informally I was given to understand that if the application were resubmitted on this basis, it
would he approved by the Army.
I then discussed the matter by telephone with Assistant State Forester R. E. Billings and Mr.
Billings assured me that the applications would be re-submitted calling for a detail of five men
and thus exempted from the inspection provisions which had led the Camp Commander to
disapprove the application.
1 am hopeful that this will straighten out the present difficulties.
July 29, 1938. Myron Avery to Ralph Billings
Dear Mr. Billings:
I am enclosing a copy of a note which I have written to Captain Silverman, of the Army.
I hope very much that we are over our last hurdle for this year and that the revised projects will
go through. I will greatly appreciate your letting me know what occurs. I expect to leave
Washington about the middle of August for a few days at Katahdin and then travel west toward
Bigelow on the Trail from Katahdin.
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In line with what you told me about the possibility of a couple of crews from the Greenville
Camp working on the lean-tos and particularly Moxie Pond, I would like to suggest that a matter
left uncompleted last year by Mr. Hicks’ crew could be remedied at this time. In fact, I should
think that it would be one of the things that the crew building the cabin on Moxie Bald would
want to do anyway. I rather judge that the crews would come in over the Shirley Tote-road and
down Moxie Lake and up the Appalachian Trail. As you may know, the west side was burned
and for about two miles the Trail route is one of the worst tangles of briers that anyone could
imagine. Hicks was unable to take care of a lumbered section on Breakneck Ridge near
Blanchard. I hope that it will be possible in some way to have these crews care for these two
sections.
I am wondering if the CCC equipment contains the type of tool necessary for getting rid of those
briers and small bushes. A bush hook is almost too heavy and a bush scythe very difficult to use.
We have a type of tool known as a weeder which the Bates Outing Club used very effectively
this spring in reclearing its trail from Saddleback to the Andover Frye Bridge Road. I can get half
a dozen of these weeders and have them sent in. Some kind of a tool will be required to cope
with this growth and I think that Hicks’ crew last year experienced some difficulty through not
having one available for use.
July 29, 1933. Myron Avery to Everett F. Greaton, Executive Secretary, Maine
Development Commission
Dear Mr. Greaton:
Thank you for your letter of July 21st. The clipping in the Kennebec Journal is of much interest
to us. You will have probably seen the Maine Development Commission stories in the Boston
Transcript of July 23rd and the Boston Herald of July 24th. These stories have brought very
numerous inquiries with respect to the Guide and I wish you would convey to your publicity
people our appreciation of their activity in this connection. It will be gratifying to them to know
of the response to their stories.
As to the locality for the 1939 Conference, I have given Rangeley much consideration for
reasons which are readily apparent. Its major drawback is the distance from Katahdin and the
fact that delegates from other sections are primarily interested in going to Katahdin and the
northern terminus of the Trail. For this reason it would behoove us to select a sight [sic] as near
Katahdin as is feasible.
I had thought of Greenville because of the possibility of getting accommodations there and as it
would be possible for the delegates who had limited time to drive to the mountain and it would
also afford a base for starting trips of longer duration over the Trail in Maine. In fact, the
Potomac Appalachian Trail Club has scheduled for 1939 a two-weeks excursion over the Trail in
Maine. If there were only ample facilities, it would be splendid to have the Conference "in the
shadow of Katahdin". I do not think, however, that Millinocket as such would offer much
inducement. I am also somewhat troubled by the fact that it may be difficult to secure
accommodations at Greenville. The Squaw Mountain Inn would be a splendid locality but I think
that the rates are decidedly higher than most of the delegates would care to pay.
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Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and mailed during his absence to avoid delay.
July 30, 1933. Myron Avery to Everett F. Greaton, Executive Secretary, Maine
Development Commission
Dear Mr. Greaton:
Thank you for your letter of July 27th with the stories from the Boston Transcript and Christian
Science Monitor. These reviews are indeed most helpful to us. Yesterday we had 30 inquiries
about the Guide. Some of them, of course, are looking for free literature but we will realize a
great many sales from these notices.
The appearance of these articles, indicates, incidentally, how effective it is to have such
announcements appear as items from the Maine Development Commission.
As to the mountain booklet: I think you know that I shall be glad to aid in any way that I can be
of assistance. If you will indicate specifically what you wish, we will try to cut the cloth to the
desired pattern. I wondered, however, on reading your letter if, by any chance, you had
overlooked my letter of February 28, 1938, wherein I transmitted a proposed section of the
booklet, covering the peaks on the Appalachian Trail, etc. That had a Katahdin section, you will
note. When you acknowledged it on March 10th, you said that you had not had an opportunity to
“digest" it and perhaps you may have forgotten that I worked up this material following our
conversation at Augusta last winter. There were 26 pages of manuscript, 6 pages being devoted
to Katahdin.
The chapter on Katahdin in the Maine Guide revises and brings up-to-date what was in the
booklet. I suggest that it would be well to check the two chapters on Katahdin in the Guide and
determine what you want to use.
If my surmise is in error and you have my manuscript before you, then these suggestions are
hardly to the point and it is evident that you wish to amplify the Katahdin section. In any event,
after you review the Guide and manuscript, you can let me know definitely what you wish.
I shall leave here on the 12th for Katahdin and the Trail in Maine. If you are not to be away
before September 8th, there might be an opportunity to discuss these matters at Augusta. As you
know all of our activities are voluntary and entirely at our own expense and the present moment
is no exception to the rule that what is to be done more than fills up our spare time, but to avoid
delaying you, I think we can squeeze out time even in this 100° temperature to get out what you
require before I leave. After I get back in early September, I have several cases for trial and less
time will be available.
As to my opinion for which you asked, I thought the Katahdin section of the manuscript was
ample for the reason that there is guidebook data etc, available for it, and that you wanted to
emphasize the peaks which are not publicized and for which nothing printed is available. In other
words, you would not duplicate existing data but merely summarize it and refer to it.
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I shall expect to hear from you as soon as you reach your conclusions as to what you require.
cc Stanley B, Attwood
July, 1938. MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONDITION REPORTS
North to South – Section 19
1. Paint: Painted by CCC in 1936, Painted in 1938 over relocation from 3 m. west to end of
relocation at _____ .
2. A. T. Markers: Fair condition
3. Mile Markers: Nos. 1 to 3 O.K. - 4 to 8 need to be changed and put in.
4. Trail data: Checked and Section rewritten.
5. Condition of Trail: Relocated to end of truck road by reason of lumbering. Checked over by
B.O.C. in 1938.
6. Board Signs: 177, 180, 181 and 179 (as corrected, 1938) to be made by Edwards and sent to
Sawyer to install.
7. Needed work: Put in mile markers 4 to 8, incl.
North to South – Section 21
1. Paint: Painted in relumbered sections by B.O.C. in 1938; by CCC in 1936. Needs paint on
Mountain Brook Tote-road, Some blazes on C Pond Bluff side trail are too large.
2. A.T. Markers: Fair condition.
3. Mile Markers: Checked. Nos. 4, 8, 10 to be put in by B.O.C. (No. 9 can’t be determined.)
4. Trail data: Checked and Section rewritten.
5. Condition of Trail: Lumbering in 1937-8 on Mountain Brook had caused obliteration of route.
Dense sprout growth from Mountain Brook over Spruce Mtn. to Surplus Pond. B.O.C. C Pond
Bluff side trail not gone over in 1938. A.T. recleared by B.0.C. in 1938 (4 day trip).
6. Board Signs: See Needed Work, next section.
7. Work to be done:
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More blazes between Learned’s and Andover-Frye Brook Bridge, particularly in lumbered
section and on the 1/2 m. of Tote-road on north side of mountain brook, just after crossing
stream coming south.
Remove blazes on discarded route immediately below Surplus Pond outlet.
At sign at junction of trail to Andover and A.T., change figure 2.72 to 2.58 m.
Put up sign “Andover 7 m.” here.
Put in 3 m. marker 150 ft. north of Squirrel Rock Lean-to.
Put in 7 m. marker 150 ft. north or east of Mountain Brook, before reaching it when coming from
Learned’s.
Put in 4 m. marker 200 ft. before reaching Tenners Club Camp, when coming from north.
Sign 9 is missing in this section and can’t be located without wheel; ignore it.
The number 2 mile marker needs to be changed to read 2.2 m.
No. 8 is just 300 ft. beyond, the unmistakable fork at 7.94, where Trail leaves tote-road, close to
stream and takes right fork.
No. 10 is 150 ft. north, before reaching the brook and skidway at outlet of Surplus Pond, where
Sawyer relocated Trail.
July, 1938. REQUIRED SIGN WORK ON A.T. IN MAINE
Make Nos. 177, 180 and 181 (as corrected 1939) and 179.
These signs never have been made. Send to W. H. Sawyer, Bates College, Lewiston, to put in
place.
August 1, 1938. Helon Taylor to Myron Avery {Answered 8/4}
Dear Mr. Avery:
Yours of July 28th at hand. Sorry not to have reported before but I was in hopes to get all
finished so as to report on all the trail in my district. By the way I had considered my district
from Pierce Pond to Orbeton Stream. Will take from Kennebec River if that will work out better.
I have put up all the signs but the ones at Pierce Pond. Have cut out the blow downs and
repainted from Orbeton Stream to Bigelow Village. This was in rather bad shape. Many blow
downs and badly in need of paint from Orbeton to Sugarloaf. Took me three days in all here. It is
all in good shape now.
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I started at Stratton and went over the side (Bigelow Range Trail) and to Dead River and the side
trail to North Horn. Had to make a small change at Cranberry Peak Pond on account of beaver
pond. I did not have any blue paint with me so there is about 200 yds. here not painted, have to
cross on a beaver dam now. Have also been over the section from Stratton Brook Pond to
Bigelow Village. This leaves from Stratton Brook Pond to Horns Pond not covered but I have it
from a traveler that this section is O.K.
I have relocated and painted all the way from the ledge House to the Old Man’s Face. Not much
change on the Ledge House end but quite some near the Old Man’s Face. I left about 300 yds.
here painted but not bushed. Viles Wing said he would have Herbert Blackwell do it and I do not
know if it is done yet or not but it is not bad anyway. I did not get any other help from them but
gave them the guide books just the same. They were willing enough but we could not seem to get
the time together. My son (age 12) did the painting on Little Bigelow and did a very good job of
it too.
This leaves both trails from Dead River to Pierce Pond. About two days work still to be done. I
had hoped to get at the Mt Abram side trail too before this. I left a can of blue paint up there but
that is as far as I got on it. By the way I am all out of white paint and only have a few markers
left. Have plenty of blue for present needs.
I am very sorry to hear about Walter Green and I am sure the A.T. will miss him very much. He
sure did a wonderful job and will be remembered for many years to come.
Stubbs brought the incorporation papers here, I signed them and he took them away with him.
This was some time last spring.
I am in touch with Mr. Buffinton of the Appalachian Mountain Club Camp at Flagstaff who will
arrive there Aug. 5th and will do all in my power to make their stay a pleasant one. I think our
trails are in fairly good shape for them. I shall be away the rest of this week but will try to get
over the Pierce Pond section before they get around to travel it. I expect over Round Top Mt. is
pretty bushy.
Anyway we have our Kibby trip to look forward to and I hope to see you this fall. 1 think you
will approve my relocation on Little Bigelow. It will need more relocating next year after more
logging this next winter but not for a very long stretch. They are not cutting there this summer.
August 2, 1938. Chief Warden John E. Mitchell, Patten, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Received your letter of July 29. Yes, I received your letter and the Guide Book. Many thanks it
was nice, you know I enjoy those things. I did not [find] any errors. I thought you had taken care
of very well. I wrote you a complimentary letter on it, some time ago.
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The Forest Dept. cut a road last fall from the end of the road about 2 miles to the Hub Hall cove
road going to Trout Brook, following the Horse Mt. road a part of the way, so you can get to
Trout Brook easily by road, by team or walking. You do not have to go by boat.
Albert Foster leased a private Camp at Grand Lake Dam 2 years ago where he puts up parties. I
understand he wants to buy the camps owned by Leigh McKinney at the Head of Second Lake
for Sporting business.
I did not know that the Appalachian Mountain Club was going to South Branch Ponds.
Was hoping to see you again this year.
August 3, 1938. Myron Avery to Fred Clifford, Rainbow Lake Camps
Dear Mr. Clifford:
I am planning to make a trip down over The Appalachian Trail from Katahdin, leaving Stacyville
around August 13th. I expect to arrive at your Camps on August 17th and am writing to let you
know of my plans. As I will be alone and going on the next day, I assume that you have no
trouble in finding room for me.
I presume that you duly received the copy of the third edition of the Guide to The Appalachian
Trail in Maine and the additional maps to be displayed on the wall.
The Potomac Appalachian Trail Club of Washington has scheduled another trip over the Trail in
Maine so we will see you again next year with a large party.
Same letter sent to:
Mr. Donald Drew, Bodfish Farm, Monson, Maine
Mrs. Robert MacDougall, Nahmakanta Lake Camps, Norcross, Maine
Mr. William Mushrall [sic], Pemadumcook Lake Camps, Millinocket, Maine
Mr. Leon Potter, Antlers Camps, Lower Joe Mary Lake, Millinocket, Maine
Mr. F. W. Chadwick, West Branch Pond Camps, Kokadjo, Maine
Mr. Charles Berry, Yoke Pond Camps, Kokadjo, Maine—with additional sentence about
package being sent in.
Mr. Earl W. Perham, Long Pond Camps, Katahdin Iron Works, Maine. (Additional paragraph
about Gulf Hagas.)
August 4, 1936. Myron Avery to John Mitchell, Chief Fire Warden, Patten, Maine
Dear Mr. Mitchell:
Many thanks for your letter of August 2nd in which I was very much interested.
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I had not received your earlier letter about the Guide so I was not sure that you had received it.
Since I had said that I would send one I was anxious to know that you had received it.
I had not known that the Forestry Department extended the road after the Patten CCC Camp was
abandoned. So the map and Guide are wrong in that respect. I am enclosing a spare map and
would greatly appreciate your plotting the road on it. I judge that this road is only passable by
wagon and not by automobiles. Do you call Hub Hall Cove that cove where the Trout Brook
scow is hauled up which we measured and does your new road use any part of the old tote-road
which came into this road on the west side of Horse Mt.? Will you check the location of the trail
to Horse Mtn. with respect to the completed fire-road, the work done by the CCC.
The enclosed sheet gives the details of the Appalachian Mountain Club trip to South Branch
Ponds.
August 9, 1938. Robert B. Sosman, Westfield, New Jersey, to Myron Avery {Marion: In
copying ignore my corrections except asterisk}
Dear Myron:
Having just finished 108.8 miles of the Trail in Maine in company with one of my boys and a pal,
1 am writing to report our observations on the Trail and the Guidebook.
We found the course very well marked, except at one place on Saddleback Mtn., and most of it
in good condition for traveling, with the exceptions noted below. We needed no canteens; I never
saw so much water this side of the ocean. The rains did not interfere with us much, however.
Start: Bodfish Farm. No more accommodations here, except that they will rent you a cabin with
no bedding or supplies. Barren Mtn. said to be badly overgrown with ferns.
Guide, p. 157: line 13 from bottom: should this not be left bank of Little Wilson Stream. One
fallen tree beyond. [Marginal note:] {“No”.}
p. 158, l. 17 & 18: Moose Pond is Beaver Pond on map and Packard Pond on sign. Fallen tree.
Little Wilson Pond is Moose Pond on sign.
p. 158, line 11 from bottom: foot bridge is gone. We inched across on a felled tree. It is a goodsized stream and needs a better crossing. {corrected both directions}
Monson to Blanchard: raspberry jungle at 2.7 to 3 miles needs clearing.
Blanchard to Troutdale: between 10.9 and 11.3 one smooth rounded ledge needs a ladder of two
or three steps. All others negotiable with a pack. Few fallen trees.
Moxie Bald Mtn. to Troutdale. This was the worst part of the Trail covered. I have noted the
number of "passable” tree falls (such as can be stepped over or thro without much difficulty) and
"detour-producing" falls (such as necessitate going more or less off the line of the trail). Down

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1938 – Compiled by David Field – Page

172

the mountain side, 3 p. and 2 d. Thro the raspberry section of the burned area (to Bear Brook), 41
p. and 6 d. Thro the blueberrry section, 20 p., 4 d. Trail marks near Sandy Stream obscure,
especially at crossing. Beyond stream, more burned ground, with 27 p, and 3 d. trees. These trees
are probably brot down by ice and snow during the winter, so the time to clear this worst section
is in the early summer.
Moxie Pond over Pleasant Pond Mtn., 5 trees down on phone wire.
p. 170: Instruction to "avoid road, leading to left with telephone wire" is misleading, as Trail
very nearly follows the wire across the field. (line 10) {not indicated on reverse}
line 14; this road is not on Pierce Pond quadrangle but Dead River quadrangle. Cutting further on
has removed Trail marks for short distance but route can be readily inferred.
Arnold Route. Pierce Pond to Steele’s Camps, 6 p. and 8 d. tree falls. Otherwise in good shape.
{not listed}
p. 281, line 12, distance probably meant to be 6.36.*
Arnold Section 2: From Steele’s, Trail leads past new but unsuccessful “Carry Pond Lodge”,
closed, as about 0.3 mile. From about 3.5 to 4 miles, a very stumbly trail thro deep grass. 8 p., 4
d. trees from East Carry to West Carry. Over Round Top Mtn., 13 p., 5 d. trees from East Carry
to West Carry. Unusually dense raspberry jungle down W. slope of Round Top, followed by an
incipient maple jungle over the lower ridge. At the Bog Brook dam crossing, the densest part of
the Trail, over head high and growing fast all along the top of the dam.
Arnold Section 3: p. 285, line 24, “east from East Carry” should be west. Trail bad in logging
land on slope of Little Bigelow, with 7 p. + 4 d. trees in 0.1 mile. Distance to junction with Dead
River Route does not agree; has Trail route been changed so that the two join farther up
Bigelow? Very steep scramble up a mass of rocks, logs and bark left by lumbering, from the
“gullied brook”.
Trail good over Bigelow peaks. Grassy below Horns Pond, with 4 p. + 2d. trees.
p. 177, line 8 from bottom, Carrabassett is almost direct west from Bigelow Village. {both
directions}
p. 179, line 10, “west of crossing” should be east. Only one detouring tree up Sugarloaf Mtn.
Disappointed in finding Spaulding lean-to unfinished. Old camps farther along reached thro
rather dense young growth, tho Trail route is clear. 1936 lumber camp uninhabitable, almost
floating away. We were finally benighted along the boldery tote road, having walked most of the
afternoon thro heavy rains, and spent the dark of the night drying over a fire.
Sec. 18, p. 182, line16, “East of the firetower” should be west. One d. tree up Poplar Ridge, rest
of trail is clear, except that about half way up the main peak of Saddleback the white blazes have
disappeared and there are not enough cairns to indicate a detour eastward to cross one of the
joint-block crevasses. Saddleback Lake Camp is just 5.5 miles from the firetower. {So appears in
Guide.} They said at the Camp that the distance to Rangeley is 5 miles.
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Here is a proposition to entertain the Board over the cigars, after all really important matters
have been decided: Should the distances across Moxie Pond and Kennebec River be included as
part of the length of the Trail? NO.
We may see you next summer in the Katahdin region.
Copy to: Sawyer, Taylor, Stubbs, Attwood, Hunt, Supt. CCC camp Greenville, Supt. CCC Camp
Bridgton, R. E. Billings
*{Should be 5.86}
August 9, 1938. John E. Mitchell, Patten, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Received your letter of Aug. 5th am returning the Map have checked it on the road with red
pencil. I went up with my men last Fall and cut this road thru on to the hub hall cove road. This
is just a wagon road to let me up in the woods if I should need it at any time. We hit the Hub Hall
road about one half the way up to Trout Brook.
August 10, 1933. Myron Avery to Mr. Thomas D. Cabot, President, Appalachian Mountain
Club,77 Franklin Street, Boston, Massachusetts.
Dear Mr. Cabot:
I have read with considerable interest your comments of July 22nd. Camping Equipment seems
no exception to the rule of continual change - and I trust, progress.
As to the comparative weight of tents, when you include the ground-cloth with the A.M.C. tent,
there is little difference in weight. A hard rain will wet this, if used as a poncho, to such a degree
that the sleeping bag will absorb water when the cover takes the role of groundcloth, so there is
really little saving in weight resulting from the dual functions.
I have also noted with considerable interest the explanation given to you for the alteration and
the blank space in the upper corner of the A.M.C. Katahdin Map. You will understand that the
purpose of my consent was not to seek any acknowledgment of my contributions. I called
attention to the fact only for whatever conclusion might be drawn from this decidedly peculiar
circumstance. Of course, the present Committee came into the picture subsequent to the use of
our earlier map and may well not have fully known that which a comparison of the maps shows
to be the situation, namely, that with the exception of the of the U.S.G.S. sheet, the outlying
areas were taken from our map. I know the situation too well to place any credence in the
explanation of the contributors having become so numerous. This Katahdin Guide has always
been a one or two-man job.
The circumstances of the situation may perhaps lead you to share my skepticism of the
genuineness of the Committee's tendered explanation, particularly in view of the further fact that
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in the 1933 edition, all reference to Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine, which appeared in
the 1932 issue, was eliminated. The Committee has the satisfaction of knowing that I recognized
its action.
I am sorry to see Club officials embark upon a procedure which could be set down to extreme
pettiness. As a matter of fact, I might observe it experiences considerable difficulty in separating
fact and propaganda. The A.M.C. guidebook map lists Traveler Town as a part of the Baxter
State Park and a statement to this effect is contained in the guide. This, you know, is not the fact.
The land belongs to Mr. Baxter. I appreciate from my comment of some time back, when I
suggested the error in the minutes of the precise action with respect to the reorganization bill,
pointing out that it did not do as the Council resolution stated, namely transfer the Forest Service,
that in this present-day atmosphere, words may have acquired a different meaning. And thus in
the same way, if we hurdle all the difficulties; i.e., if Mr. Baxter donates the land to the State, if
the State can legally accept it and does accept it as a part of the Baxter State Park, then these
statements will become true. They are emphatically not so at the time of the issuing of the guide
and I would feel, apart from whatever view one might have that such distortion of the situation-to create an erroneous impression to support the Council action--is really not in keeping with the
Club's prestige.
This type of campaign has been quite manifest in the Bulletin notices. If you will look at page 33
in the February 1938 issue, you will see that the statement there made is not in keeping with the
facts in any particular. Of course, I know that the statement purports to be merely the report
made to the Council but the membership at large certainly understands it to be a statement of fact.
I called attention to this error and would have thought that appropriate correction should be made.
This same thing continues through the notices of Mr. Gower's Traveler Excursion for this
summer. See the May 1933 issue. These may be small matters but I think there is a principle
involved and that the use of these announcements to create improper and erroneous impressions
for propaganda purposes is hardly defensible. Let the propaganda appear as such.
As to the last paragraph of your letter, your Committee was very well aware of the revision of
our map and the data which I had secured. Would you not think that it would be more in order
rather than to suggest to me that, under the circumstances, I should volunteer to submit to the
Committee the corrections on the map and guide which I have assembled after considerable time
as a matter of interest, that a Committee charged with the expenditure of Club money and this
obligation is under a duty to assemble all available information. As we know, Mr. Gower has put
himself into a situation where he felt precluded from asking directly for my data.
It probably won't make much difference--except for the lag in time--where my material first
appears, for judging from the present issue, our data eventually is used in a slightly disguised
form. As a matter of fact, you perhaps noticed that the Maine Guidebook was not released until
after the printer delivered the Katahdin Guide.
I am leaving for several days in the Katahdin country and in the Maine woods.
As to the type of conservation which the support which Mr. Baxter has received is encouraging, I
quote from a letter just received from a local correspondent:
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“I was very interested in your letter in reference to the "Park Bill”. Heretofore I have
been "on the fence” regarding it, as I have been filled with so much propaganda against it.
I have come to the conclusion I’ll work for it.
The bids for the Chimney Pond camp were turned down as too high, however 1
understand they are going ahead with it as they will lose the money if they do not take
advantage of it this year. As yet I have seen no move of actual work or preparation.
Dudley tells me that they will start shortly, tho. Peeling starts up there in a week at most.
I don’t know what can be done to stop it. They will have to make quite a slash around
there to get logs enough for the size of camp they plan to build and what a “fire trap” that
will make. It’s a crime if it goes through."
I appreciate the fact that you are naturally obligated to take a defensive attitude with respect to
the activities of your organization and I do not wish to be deemed captions [sic] in the comments
I have made. I do think--and I expect no expression of opinion on your part--that the tendencies
to which I have referred need restraint.
I wish to express my appreciation of the very courteous reference which you have made to my
activities, which I am very glad to take at its face value, although it is hardly reconcilable with
the Council vote to instruct its delegate to induce the Trail Conference to repudiate the action
taken by the Board of Managers with respect to the Katahdin situation and thus necessarily sever
our connection therewith--which seemed slightly unnecessary, to say the least.
Changing to a happier topic, I own your guidebook and value it highly. It is a unique
contribution and with the “Rob Roy” canoeing books, is a specialized field. You probably know
that Washington is a center for racing canoeing, using wooden boats and a stance which involves
kneeling on one knee with the other foot flat on the bottom of the boat.
August 11, 1938. W. H. Sawyer, Jr., Bates College, to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
Sorry to be so remiss about writing: my plans have been uncertain, and I waited too long about
letting you know; in fact, although I have your itinerary, I did not realize you were starting out so
soon on your long hike in Maine.
I’m afraid I won’t be able to join you for even part of the trip, much as I would like to do so.
Summer School does not close until tomorrow, and I have several days’ work to do, cleaning
things up. It’s barely possible I may show up somewhere along the end of your route.
Thanks for the paint, and the index maps, both of which have arrived.
I took a Summer School party to Katahdin last weekend, and we had a good trip up over the
Hunt Trail on Saturday. Conditions at Katahdin Brook Camp Ground were terrible: I took notes
on the objectionable features, and shall write Baxter about them, with copies of the letter to the
members of the Baxter Park Commission.
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August 11, 1938. Myron Avery to Miss Adelaide Meserve, Appalachian Mountain Club
Dear Miss Meserve:
I assume that my note with respect to the appearance of the Maine Guidebook was duly received
and that you will make use of it in the next issue of the Bulletin. I looked for it in the Bulletin
which I have just received.
August 13, 1938. Ralph E. Billings to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Copies of your recent letter have been sent to the superintendents of the Bridgton and Greenville
Camps so that they will take care of as much of the trail clearance as is possible for them to do at
the locations mentioned.
Tentage and equipment are expected daily from camp Devens and superintendents have been
instructed to get these crews into the field as early as possible.
I expect to go on leave beginning tonight and will return the twenty-second and at that time go to
Kokadjo for a few days.
It is hoped you will enjoy your coming vacation in Maine.
August 23, 1938. Warner B. Sturtevant, Springfield, Mass., to The Appalachian Trail
Conference
Gentlemen:While tramping the A-T in Western Maine last week, I chanced across a local woodsman who
expressed a desire to follow the entire length of the trail, from Katahdin south, starting next May,
and finishing in September.
This man:- Mr. Gust Johnson, Stratton, Me., is well able to carry out his project. It might result
in very good publicity for the trail, and for co-operating organizations.
Will you send Mr. Johnson, at Stratton, Maine, such data or literature as might interest him
further. I have already turned over to him the list of publications - with prices - and such other
items as were available at the Appalachian Mountain Club’s August Camp.
P. S. Found the trail from Rangeley to the Dead River in fine shape, with the exception of the
section from the Ledge House (Bog Brook) to West Carry Pond. Understand that this will be
brushed and remarked under direction of Mr. Taylor (Game Warden). Shelters in fine shape and
well kept up.
{I have not acknowledged this or sent Mr. Johnson anything else.}
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August 24, 1938. [?] Chief Clerk, United States Dept. of the Interior, Geological Survey, to
Mr. Egbert H. Walker, Chairman, Maps Committee, Potomac Appalachian Trail Club
Dear Sir:
Enclosed is an advance sheet copy of the Geological Survey topographic map of Rangeley,
Maine quadrangle. This advance sheet is marked with information concerning the Appalachian
Trail and the highway extension. It is forwarded in compliance with the request of Mr. Myron H.
Avery, who desired to furnish the Survey with the information marked thereon.
You are informed that "Appalachian Trail" is engraved on the Survey plates upon those parts of
the trail which were surveyed for the Rangeley map, and that "Four Ponds Brook" is engraved
for the proper stream. A penciled blue line on the advance sheet indicates the route of the
highway extension as furnished by the U. S. Bureau of Public Roads. Their route differs
materially from that indicated by Mr. Avery.
cc to Mr. Avery
August 26,1938. Robert B. Sosman, Westfield, New Jersey
Dear Sosman:
As usual we are obliged to you for the customary detailed and helpful report on the section of the
Appalachian Trail traveled by you.
1 am sending copies of your letter to the people responsible for the section of the Trail to which
you have referred.
We shall do all that is possible to correct these difficulties and it is unnecessary for me to say that
the changes which you report for the Guidebook will be made.
Moxie Bald is a tough proposition. Unless present arrangements miscarry, we will have a leanto
built there this year and the west side cleared out. It needs, however, renewal each year and how
to get this done is a problem.
In the course of a month or so you will have the notice about the 1939 Conference and Katahdin
Trip which will occupy a week from August 10. After this there will be trips over the Trail in
Maine.
I should guess that you were a passenger across Moxie Pond and the Kennebec, otherwise, you
would not object to the inclusion of these distances. If you didn’t swim it, pole it, or paddle it I
am afraid that the judges will send you back to do this link before accepting your records for
traveling the entire Trail.
We certainly hope that you will be with us next summer.
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August 26, 1938. Myron Avery to Robert G. Stubbs
Dear Stubbs:
Many thanks for your letter of August 13th which was forwarded to me here at Lubec.
I left Staceyville on August 13th, spent four days around the Katahdin region, and had come
down the Trail as far as Yoke Ponds when an ulcer developing from an eye injury made it
necessary for me to suspend my trip. Whether it would heal in time for me to continue to
Blanchard before I have to go back to Washington, seems rather improbable at the present
moment.
I am obliged to you for all the suggestions of your letter of August 13th. I had seriously
considered Millinocket but concluded that it would not be generally satisfactory. I was, however,
able to make arrangements for holding Conference at Katahdin. We worked out with York’s
Camps at Daicey Pond an arrangement for the exclusive use of all of their facilities for a week.
We will hold meetings for two days and trips to the various parts of Katahdin, the West Branch,
and surrounding Mountains, for the next four days. This Katahdin trip will have quite an appeal
for the people from the South. I think that the arrangements which were made will afford
facilities for all who come and that we can take care of the overflow. Thereafter, we will run trips
over the Trail in Maine. We plan to give this considerable publicity and it should attract a good
deal of attention.
At the next opportunity, I want to have the benefit of your suggestions as to what State people
we should try and have attend.
I am much obliged to you for the set of photographs. Would you be disposed to loan us the
negatives so that we might have some prints made for publicity purposes?
I shall send to you shortly copies of a detailed report on the Trail conditions from Monson West.
We have two serious problems. The feature. which you yourself noted, the lack of markings on
Saddleback, East of the fire tower has come in for more criticism. Could you not have
instructions given for the fire warden here to build an adequate supply of cairns and put in
enough paint marks to end this trouble. If he could be instructed to keep the Trail clear to
Orbeton Stream and would conscientiously do so, it would solve the balance of our maintenance
problem between the New Hampshire line and the Kennebec River.
The other situation is one which you also know about, that mile of raspberry bushes in the
burned land on Moxie Mountain. I don’t know how we are going to care for this. It would almost
seem as if the fire warden should keep his trail mowed out but he doesn’t seem to do anything
about it.
You may have some ideas on these problems.
Mr. Billings wrote that he expected to get the C.C.C. started on the shelter work this month. I
haven't heard if anything developed.
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August 29, 1938. Robert Stubbs to Myron Avery
Dear Avery:
Very sorry to hear that you are suffering from a trouble with your eye, and I hope that it
improves so that you will be able to continue on the Appalachian Trail. I am completely out of
touch with conditions about Katahdin and the possibility of making arrangements as you have at
York’s camp. If they have sufficient accommodations, I should say that this would be an ideal
place.
We have considered relocating the watchman's trail on Moxie Bald to the present Appalachian
Trail. When this is done we would also rehang the telephone wire, so this situation will be taken
care of either this year or next.
About the marking of the trail on Saddleback, I believe that we can get the fire warden on the
mountain to attend to this.
Projects seem to be moving very slow with the C.C.C. We expect to have them erect a new
watchman's cabin on Mt. Coburn. Mr. Billings tells me they are waiting for the Army, and I feel
that by the time the Army moves it will be almost too cool weather to accomplish anything.
August, 1938. Trail Condition Report {12/20/38 Copy sent Edwards} [Assume this is by
Avery]
- MAINE –
CONDITION OF APPALACHIAN TRAIL
North to South
Section 1.
1. Paint: Painted by CCC in 1937. Condition good even on rocks on Tableland. More paint
blazes needed in woods on Hunt Trail. Tableland adequately painted; should be retained as is; all
blazes renewed next time, none eliminated. Mark also thru Baxter Campground.
2. A.T. Markers: All removed between Katahdin Stream Campsite and the Gateway to be
renewed. Between Campsite and York’s, markers obliterated; to be replaced. New markers put
up at York’s campyard.
3. Mile Markers: All (Nos. 1 to 7) are in. Nos. 2, 3, 4 are 150 ft, too far to the north. O. K. as is.
The No. 5 on boulder in Katahdin Stream should be made to read "5.2 m.” instead of “5 m.”
4. Trail data: Rechecked and rewritten Katahdin Stream to York’s. Exact measurement used for
this section.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1938 – Compiled by David Field – Page

180

5. Condition of Trail: From Katahdin Stream to Tableland, half a dozen blowdowns. From
Katahdin Stream Campsite to York’s is badly bushed along stream and some hardwood sprouts.
Needs a weeder here.
6. Work to be done: Repaint by 1940; Build crossing over stream, .1 m. below Grecnvi1leMillinocket road and improve marking here to make sure that it is clear that trail turns here.
Bridge building need only be 2 logs, etc.
7. Required Work:
(a) Replace markers
(b) Crossing of stream
(c) Replace summit sign and sign inviting writing on that board
(d) Put up post for signs where trail leaves Millinocket-Greenville Road for York’s
(e) Overhang of Roof for shelter on Hunt Trail used for fuel; needs replacement
Section 2.
1. Paint: York’s to West Branch - painted by CCC in 1936 (?). Needs renewing by 1940. West
Branch (north of ledges) to 6.9 m., edge of ledges, painted 8/38 by M. H.A. (2 ½ qts. 4 m.). 6.9
m. to Cliffords painted by CCC in 1936. (Good from head of lake to Cliffords. From south edge
of ledges needs renewal.
2. A.T. Markers: Renewed 8/38 at York’s and at Cable Bridge and A.T.-N.R. junction. Few
markers on this section. Needs renewing. In better condition than Section 1.
3. Mile Markers: All in. Repainted white 8/38; had been red. No number 10 previously. Nos. 4, 6
and 7 are 150 ft. too far south. No. 5 is at 4.94.
4. Trail data: Rechecked. Description O.K. Changes re Hurd Pond Trails. 3.15 is 3.1. From there
to 6.55 data is .03 m. too high for respective locations. Final figure was 10.14. 19.99 was 9.97
and 10.05 was 10.03. Otherwise figures after 6.55 correct.
5. Condition of trail: York’s to West Branch. Good except field north of cable bridge. Haul road
after leaving West Branch, about .3 m., badly grown with bushes and obscure. Dense growth of
bushes within l/4 m. of Clifford’s. About 2 dozen dead falls.
6. Board Signs: No, 10 missing. Signs Little and Big Niagara would be useful, Edwards signs put
up 8/38 at junction N.R. & A.T. and at Clifford’s and on former. Ordinary nails used.
7. Work to be done: (1939)
(a) Repaint ledges to Cliffords ( 3 m.). (The two miles along lake shore except last 1/3 m.
are in good order) Repaint near Cliffords.
(b) Build cairns on ledges. Have section bushed for sprouts by 1940.
(c) Clear up (1939) section near Cliffords and haul road at West Branch.
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****
Rainbow Trail seems badly ingrown. Painting very poor. Many blazes need obliteration.
Nesowadnehunk-Rainbow painted to lean-to by CCC in 1937: Painted by Greene in 1936.
Clifford cut out deadfalls to Camp in 1933. Several deadfalls on West Branch in 1937.
8. Leanto: Shelter reported in good order. No public campsite sign.
9. Board Signs: No. 11 gone. New signs 8/38 put up at A.T. & R.S. junction.
Section 3.
1. Paint: Second painting by CCC in 1936. Fair condition. Cliffords to Rainbow Dam in poorer
condition. Should be renewed in 1939; remainder by 1940. (Fallen stubs in former section have
removed many blazes. Blazes needed on new growth where previously no opportunity to blaze.)
Renewed marking at old lumber camp at 5.28 m. (8/38).
2. A.T. Markers: Not as badly faded as Section 2. Some new markers added in 1937. Renew by
1939.
3. Mile Markers: 1 to 7 put in. From No. 4 used ordinary paint. Renew next trip. (Rock location
may make some markers a hundred ft. off.)
4. Trail data: Rewritten to record exactly the changes 8/38. Original recomputation of old data
was 200 ft. too high. Run back to cut-over fork (6.32) and rechecked after change of meter.
Came to 7.99 m. compared with 7.96 of previous day.
5. Condition of Trail: Clifford’s to Rainbow Dam: Bushy. Should be mowed out in 1939. Three
beaver dams in here on trail.
Rainbow to Nahmakanta: Excellent. Two bad spots. Some bushes at fork (100 yds.) 6.3
m. and along Bean Brook (200 yds.).
Beaver flowage on right at 8.64 m. put one foot of water acrossTrail.
6. Lean-to: Rainbow Lean-to O.K. except cans dumped at shelter. Latrine has been built here. No
public campsite sign.
7. Board Signs: Nos. 29 and 30 flaking. Renew in 1940. No. 27 knocked off (replaced by bear)
[sic. Perhaps closing parenthesis misplaced, or did a bear really replace this sign??!] not
necessary. No. 24 and 26 missing: to be replaced. Sign No, ___ (to Nahmakanta) at Clifford’s
needs renewal.
8. Work to be done:
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(a) Repaint and renew markers by 1940.
(b) Check beaver flowages
Section 4
1. Paint. Second painting by CCC in 1936. Fair condition. Too few blazes on Nahmakanta Toteroad in "popple” section. Need to be put on black trees (maple).
2. A.T. Markers: Fair. Some new markers added in l937. Renew by 1940.
3. Mile Markers: 1 to 11, inclusive, put in as per revised data. (No. 3 is at 2.96 m,). Ordinary
paint used. Renew on next trip. Markers on rocks put in 1935, much faded; 3 years is life; avoid
granite.
4. Trail data: Rewritten. Distance shortened from 12.05 m. to 11.85 m. Change between
McDougalls and Nahmakanta Road was .15 m. (due partly CCC relocations); ran low initially.
From second crossing of Tumbledown to Mahar picked up .05.
5. Board Signs: Nos. 32, 36 and 37 (the one pointing to Maher intact), smashed by bear. No. 43
to be renewed with new data. White paint on Greene’s signs turning cream. Also signs flaking
near nail holes where hit by hammer.
6. Leanto: Nahmakanta Lake Lean-to badly located. Should be in open field on lake shore. No
latrine or spring. Hard to find. Needs a blue-blazed line plus lean-to sign. No public campsite
designation on lean-to. In good condition.
7. Condition of Trail: From McDougall’s to foot of lake, there is in hardwood section little
underbrush. More from 5 m. to foot of lake. Beaver back in Prentiss Valley and on upper fork of
Tumbledown Dick Brook. On former close to trail. This needs mowing, alders and poles to mark
grassy section. NahmakantaTote-road good condition - cut back wide by CCC in 1936. Last half
mile before Maher Camps badly grown in by hemlock, fir etc. Clear out in 1939.
Whitehouse side trail painted in 1937. Some blazes parallel. Ingrown, Very wet. Almost
under water (dam flowage) in 2 places.
8. Work to be done:
(a) Repaint entire section.
(b) Clean out and adequately mark beaver flowages in Prentiss Valley.
(c) Clean out last half mile before Maahar Campground,
(d) More blazes on Nahmakanta Tote-road
Section 5
1. Paint: Painted by CCC in 1936 and 1937 (?). Paint is in best condition of any section from
Katahdin south. In “popple” section, 1 1/2 m. south of Mahar Campground, trees need more
blazes. Also some more blazes on section around Joe Mary Lake.
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2. A.T. Markers: Some added in 1937. Old (1933) ones require renewal.
3. Mile Markers: (Rain on trip 8/38). No. 1 repainted 1937. No. 2 not located. No, 3 at 3.12 (to
be relocated). Nos. 4 and 5 put in exactly in rain. Should be repainted.
4. Trail data: Net total 5.88 to Potters. Relocations by CCC enroute. Considerable variation on
intermediate points. Section total the same (save for 100 ft.). Intermediate point changed on data
made in revised description.
5. Board Signs: No. 48 (? to Potters) smashed by bear, to be replaced.
6. Condition of Trail: Maher Campground to Twitchell Brook – little ingrown. Spruce and fir
will need trimming back by 1940. Twitchell Brook to Potters. Hardwood growth free of sprouts.
Potter has mowed trail from 4 m. to Camps. Potaywadjo Ridge side trail not seen; mowed by
Potter (‘38). Beaver have flowed back to relocation on Deer Brook, may require further
relocation; one stretch of alders here for 100 yds. need to be cut out. 2 small beaver dams on
shore of Joe Mary.
7. Work to be done:
(a) Reclear in 1939 from Maher to Twitchell, relocating for beaver flowage, if necessary.
(b) Repaint popple section in 1939; remainder by 1941.
(c) Put sign on Potaywadjo Spring up on trees. Bring nails.
(d) Repaint mile markers, moving No. 3.
Section 6
1. Paint: Repainted by CCC in 1937. Fair condition (1938). Kokadjo - B Pond Road very
satisfactory. Paint badly needed on popple from 6 to 7 m.; also at Crawford Pond Dam.
2. A,T._Markers: Some renewed in 1937. Some obliterated markers to be renewed.
3. Mile Markers: All in. Nos. 9, 10, 11 and 12 painted in rain; to be renewed. No 8 is at 7.93.
Variations to 150 ft. on others. Painted by CCC in 1937; by M.H.A. in 1938.
4. Trail data: Rewritten. Last .1 m. on middle part of Cooper Road, perhaps relocations by CCC.
Total reduction is .1 m.
5. Board Signs: In excellent order, Joe Mary and Cooper Campground put up 8/38 (M.H.A.).
Cooper Falls signs, Nos. 56 and 57 missing.
6. Condition of Trail: Joe Mary to 4.75 m. (Church Pond Trail) mowed by Potter; perfect.
Church Pond Trail (4.7 m. mark on rock) to Kokadjo - B Pond. Six deadfalls. Road has been
cleaned out. Fair condition except from 6 to 7 m. poplar section needs paint, grass and bushes
here; l/2 m. to 1 m. north of Crawford Dam, bushes in trail need to be mowed. Crawford Dam
Campground overgrown with raspberry bushes. Joe Mary side trail seen for .7 m. to Cooper
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Campground. Worn footway, well-painted, few blowdowns. Did some work where trail turns
west at old Cooper Pond Campground.
7. Required Work:
(a) Adequate marking in Crawford Dam field, particularly north end.
(b) Adequate marking between 6 and 7 m. on popple.
(c) Remove board sign from 2.7 m. to 2.85 m.
(d) Take blue paint and renew Cooper Pond and Falls side trails.
(e) Paint 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12 mile markers. Move Mile Marker 8, .07 m., to west.
Remainder can wait for repainting until 1941.
September 3, 1938. Extract Letter from Dorothea Marston, Montclair, N.J.
I was on part of the Trail in the Bigelow-Sugarloaf region this summer and most heartily
appreciate the fine work that has been done in laying out the trail and actually cutting it.
September 4, 1938. Norman H. Nickerson, M.D., Greenville, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Myron Avery:
I hope your eye came along nicely and is now completely back to normal. I received a letter from
my mother the other day in which she said that she had been to Perley Monday and that Perley
had told her that you had been to see him. She did not say how you were however. To be sure if I
wanted a real accurate report on your eye I would write Perley. I am writing you however
because I am anxious to know how your eye came along. I also want to tell you that orders have
been received here that this C.C.C. will be discontinued the first of Oct. Emmons Stacey told me
to tell you that he is putting a crew out on the Appalachian trail job Wednesday.
It really seems to me Myron that there is ample work here to warrant keeping this camp not only
for another year but for quite a few years. I quite agree with you that Seavey and Billings
have neither of them done much to keep this camp. For that matter it seems fair to say that no
one has. It seems to me that the trail beyond Wilson Pond is an excellent project and that this
could easily be fixed up what few objections to the project now exist provided some one went to
the proper authorities in Washington. Progress on the rearing pools at Kokadjo has been quite
satisfactory this month and it looks to me as though four strings of pools or six for that matter
could be put in there as well as the two which are now nearly completed. I believe the chances
are excellent that a State owned air port could be established here could we have assurance
that the C. C. C. could be kept here to complete the air port. As you know former Governor
Trumbull's air plane crashed here the 25th of Aug. The pilot died. Waldo Seavey the forest
commissioner, (a good democrat) told me that he had rather keep this camp than any other camp
in Maine because he regarded this camp the most valuable for fighting forest fires. In spite of
that statement he has done practically nothing to try to keep it. In talking with you here you said
that you knew " Ken" Clark well and that he is a Hell of a good fellow. Is it asking you too much
to ask you to talk to Clark and find out what should be done if anything can be done to keep this
camp. I realize that time is very short and probably nothing can be done. If anything can be done
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however we would like to know of it. Seavey said he would be glad to do anything he could. He
is too lazy to find out what to do and probably too lazy to do it if he did find out. If there is
anything he could do however I would like to find out and give him a chance to try to do it.
Billings in my opinion is more useless than Seavey. As you said "if you had Jim Sewell on the
job you would have plenty of projects approved and your camp would not go out". We have not
Jim Sewell however and we do not know who to turn to we therefore are asking your assistance.
I wish Clark could come up here for a day or two. I think we could give him some good fishing
and a good time and he would approve ample projects to keep this camp for several years. Please
extend an invitation to him.
Hoping to see you the next time you are in this section I remain, Fraternally,
{P.S. It might interest you to know that I asked Seavey the other day whose business it was to
coble up projects for C.C.C. camps. He replied that that was the concern of the residents of the
community where the camps were located. I replied that I wished he had informed us of that
earlier. I told him that ample projects would have been worked up.}
September 6, 1938. Andrew K. Craig, Orthodox Congregational Church, Groveland, Mass.,
to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I want to thank you for your kindness in answering fully my letter in regard to the Guidebook to
the Appalachian Trail in Maine. The letter came while I was in Maine so I have not had an
earlier opportunity to answer it.
It had been more [my?] former understanding that the Trail Conference was composed of
representatives from the various Clubs along the Trail and that each Club contributed to the work
of the Conference. I have since learned from your letter that this must be a mistaken idea. In
view of the fact that the guidebook is typed and edited by volunteer labor my appreciation of it is
enhanced.
While in Maine I was interested in reading the two articles by you appearing in the Portland
Sunday Telegram. It would be a mighty fine thing if the denuding of the area around Chimney
Pond could be arrested in some way. Soon this will become a bare spot on the landscape, larger
than at present. Camping places available for public use should be more strategically located so
that the natural beauties will not be marred. And by all means should be better cared for and
supervised than is the spot at Katahdin Stream. It is encouraging to know that such a move has
your support. Does this mean, though, that you favor the discontinuance of any camping places
near the foot of Katahdin?
My former letter was meant in a friendly way to express my view of how the Guide book could
be of more help to me. We ministers become use to the criticism--not always kindly--of others.
Perhaps we sometimes fall into the ways of others. If I did so please forgive me. Because we
become Ministers we do not leave off our humanity.
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September 13, 1938. Edward S. Spicer, 1938 August Camp Committee, Appalachian
Mountain Club, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:A.M.C. August Camp, Flagstaff, Maine is successfully over and the location proved a delightful
spot for about eighty members of the club.
We were especially sorry not to have a visit from you while we were in camp, and particularly so
when we learned that an injury to your eye while on the A.T. Trail had been the cause of your
hastily shortened walk along the route through Maine. I hope that the injury has not proved too
serious and that you are now restored to normal health.
I am mailing to the A.T. Conference to-day eight remaining copies of the Guide to the trail in
Maine, and enclose my check for six dollars covering the four copies sold in camp. I am sorry
that we did not at least clean out the whole dozen, but was gratified to find that a large number of
the campers came fortified with a copy of the new edition. Needless to say it proved of great
benefit to our daily program.
You may be interested to scan the enclosed program card of the camp which lists about 90% of
the members who attended the party.
The Maine wilderness region so appealed to our group that there is considerable interest shown
in the establishment of the 1939 Camp again in Maine along the trail perhaps at Bodfish Farm. I
have visited the Farm and my only question is: Are there enough short or medium length walks
and climbs in the region to keep our more moderate campers happy for a two weeks period?
We would of course expect to use cars so as to extend our territory to the Greenfield
[Greenville?] and Katahdin areas.
If you have any comments to make in regard to the Bodfish Farm or other location along the trail
in Maine, I would appreciate same at your convenience. It is customary for our Committee to
pick the site of the next year camp in the fall before cold weather sets in. We were delighted with
the Flagstaff location, for its friendly natives, its delightful mountains, and waterways for
canoeing, and believe it will be difficult for us to again equal its advantages for our requirements.
However, the policy of the Camp is to move each year and some thought is being given to
Bodfish Farm, Weld, the Andover to Grafton region and the neighborhood of Keene Valley,
New York.
I have gone to some length in the matter of location because I feel that you are so well posted in
regard to the trail in Maine.
Regretting again that we did not meet this past month and hoping that you are fully recovered
from your accident.
September 13, 19 1938. Norman H. Nickerson, M.D., Greenville, Maine, to Myron Avery
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Dear Myron:
I am addressing this letter to you in North Lubec as I do not know your Washington address. I
am indeed sorry your eye has given you so much trouble. An ulcer is frequently very slow
healing hence the fact that your is resistant to treatment does not surprise me. I hope however,
that by now it is well straitened out.
Elijah Ingals was in my office today to enquire for you. He had rather hoped that you would
come back here after your eye became healed.
My present letter to you is primarily to enclose a copy of the work project Emmons Stacey
submitted to Ralph Billings on July 18, also a supplemental report written up on Sept 1. As you
said when talking to me here " If we only had Jim Sewall on the job this camp would be setting
pretty". It is not being closed because of lack of projects but because Billings and Seavey are too
lazy to present the projects. If it is not asking too much I would ask you to present these work
projects to your friend Clark and ask him if they have ever been presented to him. The Wilson
Pond road was presented to him I know but I do not believe it was presented in a fair way. There
is always a fire hazard in an old cutting. The Seaboard Paper Co is now cutting on East Bowdoin
Township. They get their supplies in by way of the road the C. C.C. built from South Inlet. The
distance from Greenville to their camp I understand is about 40 miles. The last part of this has to
be covered by toat team. (Not a road that a car or truck can be driven over.) If the Wilson Pond
road were continued on to connect with the road from South Inlet this road would go right thru
the Seaboard Paper Co’s cutting and would cut the distance to approximately 16 or 18 miles
from Greenville which is the nearest place a crew could be raised to go fight the fire and the
crew could then be delivered right at the fire by truck rather than walking part of the way. The
time thus saved in getting a crew on a fire should one start in there would be worth a great deal
in fighting a fire should one start there. As far as arranging with the H. & W. regarding
easements on the land this can easily be arranged. I understand that the first proposition
submitted by the H. & W. was not satisfactory. No one has ever gone back to try to get a
satisfactory easement. It is my opinion that this can be accomplished very easily.
Well Myron I have written you quite a note. I hope you will take this up with Clark and write me
what he says.
Again I hope your eye is now 0. K. and that I will see you next summer
Yours in the bonds…
September 14, 1938. Myron Avery to Ben Boynton, Nahmakanta Lake Camps
Dear Ben:
The beaver are certainly coming back In Prentiss Valley. I hope that you get them this winter.
They have flooded out the Trail and it is very difficult to tell just exactly where it is going. I
don’t know how you are fixed for time and as you know, the Trail Conference has available only
a very small amount of money for Trail work in Maine. If, however, you wanted to take a couple
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of days and put in some work between the foot of the lake and your camps on the Trail and will
let us know when it is done, we could send you a check for $5.00 which might be of some use to
you. What I would particularly like to have you do would be to improve the section in Prentiss
Valley by cutting out the alders and bushes around the edge of the beaver flows. Several people
have reported on the difficulty of finding their way here. Also, what should be done would be to
drive a couple of stakes which would be higher than the grass which we could paint white at the
top, so that the route will be clear. The rest of the work will be only a matter of cutting out the
small bushes, etc., which are growing up in the Trail as well as putting the same kind of stakes
across the Wadlelgh Farm site, as people have trouble here.
As you have some Trail work of your own to do, I am going to send to you a type of tool which
is very light and easy to handle and is much better for getting rid of weeds and small bushes than
having to lug a scythe along. It will be a month or so before this shows up. I wish that you would
let me know if you want to do this clearing. It is something that we will probably have to do each
year and we particularly want the Trail in good shape for our parties next year.
My trip didn't turn out particularly well, as I scratched my eyeball at lower Joe Mary Lake. An
ulcer developed on it and I was obliged to cancel my trip. It just about healed up now.
I am sending you under separate cover the pads for the packs which I hope will make some of
your heavy loads a good deal easier.
September 14, 1938. Myron Avery to Wm. E. Myshrall, Pemadumcook Lake Camps
Dear Mr. Myshrall:
1 think we must have looked in the wrong eye. After I left the White House and got to Potters',
my right eye gave me a lot of trouble. I went into Millinocket and found that the eyeball had
been scratched but the doctor thought that it would work out all right, so I went on to Berrys'.
Here it got worse and 1 went to Greenville but by that time there was an ulcer on the eyeball and
that ended my trip in the woods. I came back to Washington on the 9th and the doctor tells me
that in about another week I will be able to get the patch off of my eye. Things certainly didn't
turn out very well on this trip.
I found the Trail from the Mahar Campground somewhat overgrown and needing work. The
beavers --and I hope your sons get them next year--on Deer Brook have raised the dam and have
flowed out the second relocation of the Trail, so this is quite a problem. You could get around
this without getting wet now. From the sales of our Maine Guidebook we have a very small
amount of money which we can use in Trail work. If either of your sons would be interested in
their spare time to put in a couple of days' work, we have $5.00 which we could send for this
area. What we want done specifically is to go from the Mahar Campground back up the Trail for
about half a mile toward the Nahmakanta Dam, cutting off the branches and the small growth,
opening up the tote-road the same as it was done from that point up to the outlet dam. Apparently
the CCC overlooked this last half mile and it is very densely ingrown. The same thing needs to
be done from the Mahar Campground for two miles to Twitchell Brook. From there to the top of
Potaywadjo Ridge where Potter has mowed the Trail, it only needs to take out an occasional
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small tree. There is one patch of alders which needs to be cut and the Trail around the beaver
dam needs to be pushed back a little ways from the water.
I am sure that this additional work would much improve the Trail and I hope I have made clear
what needs to be done. I am going to send to you for possible use another year a tool which takes
the place of a scythe and is much easier to carry and use and which can be used for knocking
down the brakes and briers along this short section.
I am sure that when anyone goes over this Trail, they will readily understand what needs to be
done and if your boys would want to do this particular job, if you will let me know when it is
finished, we will send on the check.
September 14, 1938. Myron Avery to Charles Berry, Yoke Pond Camp
Dear Mr. Berry:
1 am back in Washington, having arrived here on Friday. I am sorry to say that the ulcer on my
eyeball proved to be more serious and of a longer duration than was expected. I could do nothing
in Maine except to try and rest while it was being cared for. I came back here on September 9th
and the doctor thinks that in a week or so the patch can be taken off of my eye. This certainly
ends my trail travels for this year. This is something of a loss to me, for there was considerable
that I wanted to do between Yoke Ponds and Monson.
I hope that you will have an opportunity to make that trip that you spoke of to the East Branch in
order to make a little clearer the junction of the Trail near Logan Brook.
There is a tool used down here in the Southern Appalachians which is very good for clearing out
weeds and small bushes. It can be handled and carried much easier than a scythe and the blade is
a very good steel and should work well on those raspberry bushes. I am arranging to have sent to
you a couple of these tools, as I think they will make the Trail work much easier. Next year,
because of the parties coming over the Trail, we shall have to do something to improve this
section. We will have a very small amount of money available from the sale of the Maine Guide
books to use in improving the route and I can send you the very small amount which can be
allotted to this section, with the hope that you can get it used in improving things here.
If you will lay my axe and wheel by until another year when I come, I shall appreciate it.
Because of the rain, it might be well if you would put a little oil on the wheel and on the axe
blade. You may find shoulder pads of some use when you have a heavy load to carry. They ease
up the shock.
I would appreciate very much your letting me know if the operations of the Seaboard Company
get down into the Gulf area or any other activity which you hear of at any time which may affect
the Trail. Next summer when I see you, I hope to be in better shape and I trust that you will
continue in good health.
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P.S. Lije told me that we had Big and Little Boardman on the wrong side of the Trail and that
Little Boardman should be on the east side. I am enclosing a separate copy of the map and if we
have it wrong, I would appreciate very much your correcting it and letting me have the map
again.
September 14, 1938. Myron Avery to Mr. Thomas, Barber and Ross, Washington, D. C.
Dear Sir:
Will you kindly order from the Disston Company one-half dozen of the extra length shears
which you have obtained for us on previous occasions. When they are available, will you kindly
let me know, so that I may give you delivery instructions? We want to send one or two of these
shears by parcel post to localities in Maine and because of the problem of wrapping them, could
this be better done by giving you the addressee and having the shears sent from the Philadelphia
office. If you will call me at your convenience, District 6012, Branch 392, we can discuss these
matters.
September 14, 1938. Myron Avery to T. J. Stump and Sons, Ashland City, Tennessee
Gentlemen:
You may recall that you have supplied to us in the past on a number of occasions your Lively
Lad Weeder. There are a number of places along The Appalachian Trail in Maine where I would
like to arrange to have your weeders sent. I think that this tool is unknown in that area and I
believe it will be particularly serviceable as a substitute for the scythe commonly used in getting
rid of small growth along The Appalachian Trail in Maine. However, the Conference finances
are decidedly limited and I wish to work out as economical an arrangement as possible. Your
practice of sending these weeders in cartons, when the delivery point is some distance, involves
rather heavy carrying charges and I should like to know if, where two weeders are ordered, it
would be possible to reduce this charge. Specifically, I should like to order the following tools
with an extra blade sent in each instance:
2 to Fred M. Clifford, Kokadjo, Maine.
2 to Earl W. York, Yorks Twin Pine Camps, Daicey Pond, Millinocket, Maine.
2 to Leon Potter, Antlers Camps, Millinocket, Maine.
2 to Charles Berry, Yoke Pond Camps, Kokadjo, Maine.
1 to Stanley B. Attwood, Lewiston, Maine.
1 to J. M. Harris, Troutdale Cabins, The Forks, P.0. Maine
1 to Mrs. Robert L. MacDougal, Norcross, Maine.
2 to M. H. Avery, c/o Yorks Camps, Daicey Pond, Millinocket, Maine.
In order that I may know how much is involved, would you kindly furnish me with an
approximation of the cost of these tools before undertaking to fill the order. You will appreciate
my desire to have these tools made available in the most economical way.
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P.S. Is there any way in which these tools could he marked “A.T.C.” or some other way so that it
would appear that they were the property of the Trail Conference. We want them marked
somehow.
September 15, 1938

LETTER REPORT NO. 11
The Appalachian Trail Conference
901 Union Trust Building
Washington, D. C.

To the Board of Managers of The Appalachian Trail Conference,
I am covering in this memorandum several matters as to which I think it desirable that the Board
should be informed at the earliest moment.
1. Proposed meeting of the Board of Managers at Washington – December, 1938. The replies
received to the questions submitted in my letter of August 1l, 1938 (Letter Report No. 10)
indicate that the great majority of the Board do not wish to hold a Board meeting at Washington
in December, 1938, because of the possibility of decreasing the chance of attendance at the 1939
Conference in Maine. (Three members indicated an approval of this meeting, provided that the
matters before the Board were sufficiently pressing or necessary to warrant the meeting but
expressed a preference that the meeting be deferred unless this situation existed.) Accordingly, in
accordance with the decision of the Board, the meeting proposed for December 3 and 4, 1938,
will be deferred to the 1939 Conference in Maine.
When the questionnaire was sent to the Board, we had anticipated that because of the expense
and time involved, members of the Board might prefer to concentrate on the possibility of
attendance at the 1939 Conference. In view of the fact, however, that the Board meeting
scheduled for the spring of 1938 had been deferred, we felt it advisable that the Board should
consider whether or not it wished a meeting in December, in order to avoid any possible
suggestion that full opportunity was not afforded for Board meetings and consideration of Trail
Conference problems. There has been no manifestation of such a feeling and, as there is no
presently pressing matter to be determined, the adjournment of this meeting will undoubtedly
increase attendance at the Conference. It is very gratifying to note that the Southern members of
the Board have expressed their intention of attending the Maine Conference. We are particularly
anxious to have them see “our” Katahdin country.
2. The 1939 Appalachian Trail Conference. As authorized by the Board, I have made definite
arrangements for holding the 1939 Appalachian Trail Conference in Maine. The locality will be
Katahdin--just as near the summit as accommodations can be provided. It seemed obvious from
the replies received from the Board that the major consideration was a desire to be as near
Katahdin as possible. The greatest difficulty was that of working out an arrangement which
would provide sufficient accommodations. This would exist at any other place in Maine.
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The locality selected is York’s Twin Pine Camps at Daicey Pond on The Appalachian Trail in
Maine, 7 miles west of the summit of Katahdin. These are the nearest public accommodations to
the mountain. The Camps have an enviable reputation and are most attractively located and
efficiently managed. Were the Conference held elsewhere in Maine, time would be required for
travel between the place of meeting and Katahdin. The arrangement worked out avoids this loss.
York's Camps consist of a central dining hall and recreation hall and individual cabins. The
Camps are accessible by automobile, 28 miles from Millinocket and 62 miles from Greenville.
For those who come by train (leaving Boston at 9:30 P.M. and arriving in Millinocket early the
next morning), transportation to York's Camps will be provided.
It was obviously necessary, in order to accommodate the Conference, that we should have
exclusive use of the Camps for the period in question. To make the remuneration sufficient for
the campowner, it was equally necessary that the Conference activities should extend over a
sufficient period of time to enable the campowner to receive sufficient compensation for the
additional expense, etc., which would be involved. Accordingly, we have worked out a program
of a week's duration, commencing August 18th. The Conference sessions will occupy
approximately two days; thereafter there will be conducted trips to Katahdin and other points of
interest in the region. There will be a two-day excursion from York's Camps to Katahdin, basing
at Chimney Pond. Sentinel and Double Top Mountains will be climbed, together with a trip
south down Nesowadnehunk Stream to the historic Penobscot West Branch over the A.T.
The advantage of trips made from a central base will be apparent. The cabin facilities at the
Camps are limited to approximately 60 people. However, tents with floors, cots, and stoves will
be provided to take care of an additional number of people.
For those who wish to camp, there will be sufficient opportunity in a large field, immediately
back of the Camps, to which cars can be driven. Some additional accommodations may be
secured at some nearby camps; this will involve travel by car from Yorks Camps.
I am enclosing a folder which describes this locality. I particularly call attention to the center
photograph showing the view of Katahdin from the Camps.
We recognize that there is a possible drawback in the somewhat limited available
accommodations. This is a situation which could not be bettered by holding the Conference
elsewhere in Maine, and every effort will be made to meet this problem. We expect the delegates
and those in attendance will cooperate fully, recognizing this situation.
We shall prepare and issue within the next two months a detailed notice setting forth full
information as to the Conference, so that individual plans may be made at an early date. Full
information will be given for making reservations, etc. Preference will, of course, be given to
Conference officers, members and delegates of constituent organizations. It will, therefore, be
most advisable that Board members should make definite reservation as soon as the detailed
announcement is received.
Subsequent to the Conference, there will be a trip south over The Appalachian Trail in Maine.
The Potomac Appalachian Trail Club has already scheduled such an excursion. This trip may be
of a week or ten days further duration, as desired.
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We trust that the placing of this Conference at Katahdin and the opportunity afforded the
membership of the Conference to become familiar with the Maine woods .and the Katahdin area,
as well as the pleasing locality of the Conference, will make our 1939 meeting one of the
outstanding events in Trail Conference history.
As soon as the detailed notices are received, we shall ask that every member of the Board have
full publicity given to this Conference in the publication of his respective organization. We shall
be glad to have suggestions as to particular points which should be covered in the general
announcement to be sent out. The management of the details of the Conference will be handled
by members of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
3. Trailway News. This project is one which is not fully matured but which perhaps may be
mentioned to advantage at this time. We have had repeated suggestions as to the desirability of
issuing some sort of a publication, which would serve to acquaint those interested in The
Appalachian Trail with the progress made in various sections, changing developments, and Trail
conditions. Hitherto financial limitations have precluded this activity. The various Letter Reports
of the Chairman, some of which have been distributed to interested persons, have to some degree
remedied this deficiency.
It has been suggested that if one or two issues of such a publication should be issued prior to the
1939 Conference, the Board might have an opportunity to determine the feasibility and value of
such a news organ and make, if desired, definite arrangements for its establishment. To this end,
a number of interested Washington people have proposed to prepare and distribute two issues,
one around the beginning of 1939 and one just before the Conference, of a publication to be
called "Trailway News”. We would like to include developments in each section of the Trail and
would ask that members of the Board send to the Conference within the next month reports on
such developments or information as they would wish to have appear in the publication.
This publication may in time be partly supported by subscriptions. These two experimental
issues will be without obligation or cost to the Conference and will be underwritten by interested
individuals, with the exception that what has been appropriated to the Letter Reports in the 19389 budget can be devoted to this undertaking.
While this project is in the process of development at the present time, and will not materialize
for the next two or three months, I thought it advisable to mention this experiment to the Board
at this time so they may be fully advised as to what will be attempted.
The wisdom and practicability of attempting to establish such a publication can better be
determined by the 1939 Conference by having available the experience of this experimental issue
rather than discussing the project as an abstract matter.
4. Publication No. 10. The prospectus for Publication No. 10 of the Appalachian Trail
Conference will be mailed out to the Trail Conference mailing list in the very near future. We
ask full publicity from members of the Board for this most unusual document of the Southern
Appalachians.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1938 – Compiled by David Field – Page

194

5. Southern Appalachian Trail Conditions. There is sent to the members of the Board, herewith,
copy of a report on a trip over the Appalachian Trail in Georgia, North Carolina and Tennessee
by K. B. MacMullin, Class "D" member of the Conference. In connection with this report, the
following letter will be of interest:
Reference is made to Mr. Gerrard's letter of July 22, outlining work to be done on the
Appalachian Trail on the Nantahala National Forest.
1 am pleased to inform you that Items 1 and 2 outlined for Camp CC F-23 have been completed.
You may be interested to know that Mr. Gerrard has been transferred to the Cherokee National
Forest with headquarters at Cleveland, Tennessee.
I shall endeavor to work as closely with you as did Mr. Gerrard in the past, and do not hesitate to
call upon me at any time.
Very sincerely yours,
Myron H. Avery
Chairman, Board of Managers
The Appalachian Trail Conference
September 16, 1938. Myron Avery to Roger L. Scaife, Little, Brown and Co., Boston
Dear Mr. Scaife:
You will probably recall that I have prepared for several editions of the Old Farmers’ Almanac a
note on The Appalachian Trail in Maine. I regret to say that I am unable to locate a copy of the
1938 issue which contained a note by me in this respect and I would like to know if you could
forward two copies to us for our records.
The 1939 meeting of the Appalachian Trail Conference clubs will be held in Maine at Katahdin
in August, 1939, and if you wish, we could submit to you for the 1939 issue a note similar in
length to the one in the 1938 issue.
September 16, 1938. Myron Avery to J. F. Smith, Bangor and Aroostook Railroad
Dear Mr. Smith:
I may be somewhat forcing the season, but as some developments here have brought to my mind
the 1939 issue of In the Maine Woods, I decided I might as well write you at this time as two or
three months from now. Incidentally, the availability of this material at an early date may assist
you with your plans for preparation of the magazine, so I shall cover several matters in this letter
and thus clear them off from my docket.
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As to photographs. We shall send to you under separate cover a selection of the best of the Park
Service photographs which I sent to you last year, omitting those used in your 1938 issue. I am
counting on having available some photographs taken by Samuel Merrill, author of the Moose
Book, over a quarter of a century ago of the outstanding features in Maine, so you can count on
us having considerable supply of pictures of this type.
2. Miss Stuart’s article. Last year, you will recall, you asked that we return to you for the 1939
issue the article on the trip over The Appalachian Trail, by Miss Alice Stuart, which we had
submitted to you earlier and for which you did not have space. This is enclosed, together with the
small photographs taken by Miss Stuart on her trip.
3. A Katahdin article. The 1939 meeting of the clubs and individuals affiliated in The
Appalachian Trail Conference concerning which I wrote you earlier, will be held at Katahdin in
August, 1939, on The Appalachian Trail at York’s Twin Pine Camps at Daicey Pond. The
Conference program, with its climbs of Katahdin and the surrounding region, will occupy a week.
We hope that you will have available copies of In the Maine Woods which we may hand to the
delegates. There will be representatives from clubs all over the East and we are extremely
anxious to have the Maine woods and Katahdin make a good impression on these people who
will be seeing the region for the first time. You have had in the past many stories of climbs of
Katahdin. It had occurred to me, however, that, in view of the holding of the Conference here,
because Katahdin is the focal point of interest, a somewhat different treatment of Katahdin
would be a welcome item for the 1939 issue. Therefore, I had thought that perhaps an article
stressing the history of the area would be of greatest interest to the delegates and would serve the
purpose of disseminating useful information.
I appreciate that this type of article is something of a departure from the usual article in In the
Maine Woods, and if you prefer not to make use of it, do not have any thought that our feelings
might be "hurt" by not using the article. It is the type of thing which can be readily used
elsewhere but it did occur to me that it might be highly desirable to put this sort of thing in this
particular issue of In the Maine Woods. I enclose the article so that you can judge its tone and
length.
We would like to make some mention of Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine and the
coming Conference in Maine, and I enclose a one-page note on this which I trust can be used.
If you definitely decide that you will not want to make use of any of this material, it will be of
assistance to us to learn of this as early as you can conveniently advise us, so that we can make
other arrangements with respect to this material.
We will expect to have an attendance of around a hundred delegates at the Conference, and at a
later date I will discuss with you the possibility of furnishing a copy of In the Maine Woods, if
this proposal does not involve too much expense or drain on your publication program. I merely
suggest it as a good method of publicity. We would hand them out at York's Camps, unless you
prefer some other method of distribution.
The photographs of the Park Service which I enclose (38) are numbered as follows:
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9, 19, 28, 37, 38, 40, 45, 52, 59, 66, 74, 76, 79, 86, 46, 93, 97, 101, 103, 104, 1l0, 123, 129, 136,
146, 148, 152, 154, 134, 160, l6l, 167, 168, 170, and 179.
I also enclose 5 prints which have been taken by Professor Leland M. Goodrich, Brown
University. {Sent separate cover.}
I think that this covers the matters which I have presently in mind and it will permit you to know
at an early date what we propose to submit to you, so that you can be guided accordingly. You
know that we are very appreciative of the cooperation which we have received and we should be
delighted to have you call on us in any way in which we can reciprocate these courtesies.
Copy Miss Stephenson
{Suggest you let us read proof on photos used. Also that you receive this package.}
1938. Katahdin History Manuscript
KATAHDIN—ITS HISTORY
by
Myron H. Avery
Chairman, The Appalachian Trail Conference
For all Maine people, Katahdin, with its sheer, glistening granite walls and glacial cirques,
enclosing high-lying ponds, symbolizes the very best of the Maine wilderness. It has long been
the Mecca of the many who turn to the high hills. This year it is of particular interest, for in its
shadow, in August, will be held the ninth biennial meeting of The Appalachian Trail Conference.
This organization is the federation of outing clubs and interested individuals who have initially
opened the 2,050-mile hiking trail from Katahdin in Maine to Mt. Oglethorpe in northern
Georgia. As a part of this project, it has afforded to the State of Maine an unparalleled footpath
of some 266 miles through the very finest of Maine’s lakes, streams and forest.
To Katahdin, the northern terminus of The Appalachian Trail, representatives from outing clubs
along the Atlantic seaboard will come with the query: "What is this Katahdin region and the
Maine wilderness, of which we have heard so much?" The past of the Katahdin region can be
readily told. Its future--whether a national park with appropriate protection, a state park of
microscopic proportions, or a denuded, wrecked area, a stern rebuke of a wasted public heritage,
is very much in the limelight today. We need not speculate here as to its future but to those who
make this pilgrimage to Katahdin, it is particularly opportune, at this time, to roll back the pages
of history, so that there may be made known the glorious past - undisturbed by any problems of
the future - of this outstanding region. Thus, we record here the story of Katahdin--its history for
two centuries.
The geological, botanical and other scientific features of the region, although inseparably linked
with its history, are beyond the scope of this article.
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Katahdin is the dominating feature of a high mountain group lying between the East and West
Branches of the Penobscot River. In the early colonial days this river was often the route of
travel between the St. Lawrence River and the settlements, English or French, on the seacoast. It
is, therefore, perhaps not unexpected that the first reference to the mountain should be the
comment of a British engineer. Colonel John Montresor, exploring a route from Quebec by way
of the Chaudiere and Penobscot Rivers to Fort Halifax (Waterville, Maine). Montresor's Journal
notes: "Panavansot Hill, higher than the others at the foot of which runs the river Penobscot”.
Incidentally, it was Montresor's Journal which furnished to Benedict Arnold the inspiration for,
his route through the Maine wilderness to attack Quebec in the dead of winter, the story of which
has become an American classic through Kenneth Robert's ARUNDEL.
It would also be expected that Katahdin should have been well known by the Indians. Pamola,
the diety [sic] of the mountain, was the subject of many legends, which are told by Mrs. Fannie
Hardy Eckstorm in Appalachia {Vol. 16, No. 1, December, 1924.} The Indians of the northeast,
however, held all these high regions in much awe and when Charles Turner, Jr., the first to climb
Katahdin in 1804, began his ascent of the mountain his Indian guides refused to accompany him,
saying that Pamola had destroyed those who ventured too near the mountain.
It is rather curious that the records of the first ascents of Katahdin—a partial ascent in 1764 and
the first complete ascent in 1804—should have recorded still unsolved queries. Joseph Chadwick
In 1764, journeying the Penobscot West Branch, wrote in his journal:
"From a. Descendes a Stream of Water. — If the observer places himselfe at such a place
that the Rays of Light are Diverging with the falls then the Splay of water as it falls from
the hill will appear in as grate a Variety of Collers as may be Viewd in a Prism glass.”
{What is the locality which Chadwick describes?} Likewise, the narrative of Charles Turner, Jr.,
the Scituate surveyor, who climbed Katahdin in 1804, in describing an outlying peak on the far
side of the Klondike, referred to it, as termed, from its curious shape, “Fort Mountain”, by the
English. These vague allusions suggest the possibility of other undisclosed early explorations.
Next, to Katahdin, came the surveyors attempting to determine the imaginary line of mountains
which was to fix the northern boundary of Maine, a controversy which ultimately culminated in
the bloodless Aroostook War.
Prior to the middle nineteenth century, most of the visits to the Mountain were inspired by
scientific research. This was particularly true of the excursions of Blake, Bailey, Jackson,
Thoreau and the State Botanical Survey of 1847.
The numerous slides on the slopes of Katahdin have played a dominant part in determining the
routes of travel. By reason of its existence as the lumbermen's route into the interior wilderness,
the Penobscot West Branch was a familiar route of travel to the mountain at an early date. High
on the sheer wall of the south slope of Katahdin was the Abol Slide, dating from 1816. It was
toward this slide that the early travelers, such as Thoreau and others, had directed their course.
For almost a century, this route over the flat lands of the river valley toward the base of the slide
has continued as one of the favorite methods of approach to the mountain.
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The first trail to Katahdin resulted from the efforts of a pioneer missionary, the Rev. Marcus R.
Keep, who practically single-handed opened a route to the mountain in 1848 from the old
Wassataquoik Tote-road. Keep’s extraordinary characteristics are recorded in accounts of many
travelers; he, himself, has left an ample record of his trips extending from 1846 to 1881 and his
observations on the scientific features of the mountain. Many of Keep's companions, as perhaps
would be expected, were ministers and the yellowed files of the Bangor Democrat contain the
only existing copy of a long sermon delivered on the summit, which describes the creation of
Katahdin to the sixth day.
The first trail to Katahdin skirted the Great Basin and followed up the East Slide on Keep Ridge.
The later trails from the east led into the Great Basin, as the focal point of interest in the area. In
1887, a route opened from Wassataquoik Stream south over the North Peaks; little traveled, this
became obliterated.
Lumber operations on Wassataquoik Stream and elsewhere made the mountain more accessible
from certain sections and a series of routes succeeded the Keep Path. Up until 1920, however,
the route from the railroad at Stacyville, almost thirty miles distant, was the main approach to the
mountain.
In 1890, from one of the sporting camps, a form of hostelry peculiar to Maine, located on one of
the ring of lakes that encircle the mountain, Irving Hunt opened the first route from the west to
the summit. This route, known as the Hunt Trail, today somewhat relocated on its lower portion,
forms the northernmost link of The Appalachian Trail which extends some 2050 miles from
Katahdin to Georgia. Katahdin, as the outstanding mountain of the north, is the northern
terminus of this super trail.
In 1922 and 1923 the Great Northern Paper Company conducted lumbering operations on the
township in which Katahdin is located. A Depot Camp was built at a distance of 26 miles north
of Millinocket and some six branch camps operated. Pulpwood was driven down Roaring Brook
and Sandy Stream into Millinocket Lake. For the purpose of carrying supplies to these camps,
the Great Northern Paper Company cut a tote-road, passable by buckboard in the summer
months as far as Basin Ponds on the east side of Katahdin. Originally this road was passable only
by team. Bit by bit through various agencies, it was improved so that cars, although with
considerable difficulty, could be driven over it. Up to approximately 1933, the terminus of the
automobile approach was at Windy Pitch, some 22 miles from Millinocket and 5 miles from
Basin Ponds. This development, during the course of a few short years, completely
revolutionized travel to the area. The routes from the north, east and west were almost entirely
disused. With the activity of the CCC Camp. stationed at Millinocket under the direction of the
Forest Service, and with side camps from the National Park Service in 1935 and 1936, the
section of the Millinocket-Basin Ponds Tote-road from Windy Pitch was improved so as to be
passable by automobile to the Roaring Brook terminus, distant 3.4 miles from Chimney Pond.
State parks or public reservations in Maine are of very recent origin. By reason of the tradition of
semi-public use of the woods in Maine and the ancient right of free fowling and fishing in “Great
Ponds", the question of the status of Katahdin gave little concern up to the last decade. Travel
was limited and those who went to the mountain did so as an exploring pioneer venture. Up to
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1920, all of this region was in private ownership. Lumbering operations in the adjacent region
had left little impression upon the area. It was isolated, wild, and extremely difficult of access.
The last fifteen years, however, have ushered in changes almost revolutionary and far-reaching
in their character. These changes have made the area quite accessible, producing a concentration
and intensity of travel which, due to the lack of supervision or facilities to counteract its ill
effects, have produced serious problems. Their proper solution, which is beyond the range of this
historical summary, is a major concern of all those who value this region.
Perhaps the first definite move toward making the region a national reserve was a speech by then
Congressman Guernsey advocating the Katahdin region as a National Park, Congressional
Record April 13, 1916. While Governor of the State, Percival P, Baxter made unsuccessful
attempts to have the area set aside as a State Park. In 1925 Congressman Hersey introduced H.H.
291, a bill to make the Katahdin region a National Forest or Park. Subsequently, in 1931, Mr.
Baxter purchased some 5,760 acres, or nine square miles, comprising only the mountain top and
none of the approaches or surrounding area. This area was deeded to the State, subject to certain
conditions. Litigation arose out of Mr. Baxter’s procedure and, in November 1931, he executed a
further deed to the State (Private and Special Laws, 1931, chap. 23; 1933. chap. 3). The Maine
Legislature, in accepting this gift, designated the area as Baxter State Park and changed the longexisting name of Monument Peak to Baxter Peak. The jurisdiction over this area was vested in a
special Commission, the Baxter Park Commission (Maine Laws, 1933). This Commission
consists of the Governor, the Forest Commissioner, the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and
Game and two residents of the State, one to be a resident of Greenville or Millinocket. The
Commission, until the fall of 1936, manifested no activity at Katahdin or any supervision over
the area and no appropriation was ever made for this Commission until 1937, when $500 was
appropriated. Subsequent activities have tended to increase concentration at Chimney Pond and
thus the problems have been intensified.
As there has been no supervision or regulation over the Katahdin area, the system of available
accommodations adjacent to the area has developed through chance and acquiescence. In 1921
some 90,000 acres in the Katahdin area were made a game reserve. A three-room log cabin was
built at Chimney Pond by the Commission of Inland Fisheries and Game, for use by its warden.
At about the same time three lean-tos were built at Chimney Pond. For a number of years LeRoy
Dudley, well-known guide from Staceyville and very familiar with the mountain and its history,
acted as Game Warden. With the reorganization of the Department, Dudley’s connection ceased
and the jurisdiction of the cabin came under the Maine Forestry Service. Dudley has continued
each year to occupy the cabin and to provide certain facilities for people who come to Chimney
Pond. Most travelers bring food and do their own cooking; of late Dudley has brought in tents,
renting space therein, lean-tos and supplying blankets.
From very early days an old tote-road led from Millinocket, by the southwestern side of
Katahdin, up Nesowednehunk Stream where it joined the gravel road leading 56 miles southwest
to Greenville. Where this road crossed Katahdin Stream was an old gravel-washed field which
occasionally served as a camping ground. From here the mountain was 5.2 miles distant.
Subsequent to 1933 this old tote-road was improved so as to be passable by automobile, although
it is a narrow one-way road often impassable after heavy storms. This development brought back
once again travel to the west side of the mountain. Subsequently a CCC camp in 1934 improved
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this campground at Katahdin Stream, constructing there some six lean-tos, covered tables,
fireplaces and a ranger's cabin. This development is on privately-owned land, 2 miles outside of
the Baxter State Park and the facilities here are already heavily over-taxed.
At Basin Pond there remained after the Great Northern Paper Company's operations, one lumber
camp on land belonging to Harry Ross, of Rockland, Maine, which was used by hikers. This was
burned in 1936. Other than the Maine Forest Service Campground at Rum Brook and the
sporting camps at Togue Ponds, some ten miles down the road, there are no other
accommodations on the east side of the mountain.
The so-called sporting camps in this area have a distinctive place in the history of the Katahdin
region. Those on the west at Kidney Pond and Daicey Pond, York's and Bradeen's Camps,
respectively [sic., Backwards—Bradeen’s were on Kidney and York’s on Daicey.], located some
7 and 9 miles west of the mountain, were accessible in the early days only from the West Branch
of the Penobscot by following up the tote-road along Nesowadnehunk Stream. Later it was an
eight mile walk or buckboard ride from the end of the Great Northern Paper Company road at
Little Nesowadnehunk Stream south down Nesowadnehunk Stream. On the east, and
representing the earliest hostelry in the region, are the attractively-located Katahdin Lake Camps.
On the north in 1924, or a year or so afterwards, camps were opened on Russell Pond. About the
same time sporting camps were established on the natural causeway between the two Togue
Ponds. The Camps on the Penobscot West Branch, known as Pitman's Katahdin View Camps,
long a base for climbers of the mountain, were destroyed by fire in 1935. This summarization of
the history of the sporting camps might at first thought appear to be rather remotely connected
with the area but their location and development have exercised a controlling influence over the
routes of travel.
The roads to Katahdin are the result of vagaries of changing economic condition. There are many
disused roads like the Wassataquoik Tote-road, formerly main arteries of travel. The trail system
over the mountain, although ample for present purposes, has not resulted from any planned or
coordinated, development or supervision - for there has been none - but from the interest of
various individuals and groups. Without restraint, they have cut and marked trails as they chose.
There is no maintenance or supervision of any of these routes, with the exception of the whiteblazed Appalachian Trail. Some casual marking and clearing, already sadly in need of renewal.
was undertaken by the CCC Camp in 1934.
The story of Katahdin has been told in great detail. Its Bibliography, AN ANNOTATED
BIBLIOGRAPHY OF KATAHDIN, issued by The Appalachian Trail Conference, as
Publication No. 6, contains some eighty-two pages. This is a literature unequaled by any single
mountain in the United States and is the best indication of its extensive history. Its literature
comprises some of the most charming and delightful essays of the American wilderness.
Particularly noteworthy in this connection are Thoreau, Hamlin, Winthrop, Hale, Blake and
Bailey. One thing stands out in all of this literature and that is the universal enthusiasm which the
area has aroused in all of those who have visited it. Much of this literature is the contribution of
those who made scientific excursions to the area. Long raged a controversy as to whether or not
Katahdin projected above the glacier which stood down over New England. The story of the
trails at Katahdin from the earliest times are set forth in THE KEEP PATH AND ITS
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SUCCESSORS - THE STORY OF KATAHDIN FROM THE EAST AND NORTH, Appalachia,
December, 1928, and June, 1929 (Appalachian Mountain Club, 5 Joy Street, Boston,
Massachusetts).
One of the best-known devotees of Katahdin was Frederick E. Church, famous American
landscape painter and world-wide traveler who made many visits to the Katahdin area and has
left some fifty paintings of the mountain and surrounding region. There are also available,
fortunately, photographic records of the region extending back to 1876.
The Katahdin area is distinctive, too, for another reason quite disassociated with the mountain. It
presents a composite picture, as in a museum, of the most characteristic feature of the Maine
woods, its lumbering operations and attendant features. Lumbering has passed through many
stages. Earliest of all was the reservation through the medium of the King’s Broad Arrow, of
huge white pines, for masts and spars, which must be a foot in height for each inch in diameter,
with the difficulty of their harvesting and being driven down uncontrolled streams and rivers and
transported to England in especially built ships. Then, after the tun timber came the white pine
logging; lumbermen began operations on the upper West Branch as early as 1828. Then, with the
depletion of this virgin growth came the days of long log driving. The final and last stage, and to
the lumbermen of the older time, a horrifying degeneration, the pulpwood drives, four-foot
lengths which could be easily handled in these uncontrollable streams. These events have
developed a Maine folklore, a literature of its own. The log driver has been immortalized by Mrs,
Fannie Hardy Eckstorm in her PENOBSCOT MAN. The surrounding Katahdin area and
particularly the Wassataquoik knew all of these phases. The earliest explorers going up the
Wassataquoik found the camps of those who had cut the enormous white pines. Then the history
merges into darkness until, as marked by a faded inscription on a huge boulder on
Wassataquoik Stream, visible where the old Wassataquoik Tote-road crosses the outlet of Bell
Pond, the era of long log driving commenced. For the fourth and final stage, the old rotted
sluices on Tip-Top at the north end of Katahdin constitute a memorial. {Footnote: The history of
these successive lumber operations is contained in THE STORY OF THE WASSATAQUOIK,
The Maine Naturalist, Elm Street, Portland, Maine, September, 1929.} Thus, within a short
compass within the present proposed National Park area--as nowhere else--we have the entire
cycle of a gigantic industry. The ruined dams, the rotted camps, the overgrown clearings are
eloquent of a story of accomplishment and virility of which it is thrilling to hear.
Perhaps it is to be regretted that these remains, which are more a memorial than a disfiguration,
have become obliterated to a degree that it is difficult to appreciate and understand their precise
mechanism. It is a token of a hardy and proud race of men. Rather than seeming to be an
intrusion of the artificial into the wilderness, the lumbering history of this region seems insolubly
bound into it. It is all very much a part of the whole. Rather than being a detraction from the area,
what is left from these activities is a tribute to a glorious past and there is good reason, apart
from any other consideration, to preserve this memorial of a race, who, with all their faults and
shortcomings, were indeed men.
Such has been the history of Katahdin over the space of a century and a third, perhaps held
higher in the esteem of more people than any other single peak in the eastern United States.
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September 16, 1938. Myron Avery to Dr. Bruce C. Beach, Ardmore, Pennsylvania
Dear Bruce:
I certainly have a sad story to tell and I think if I had not let you turn back at Rainbow, perhaps I
would not have come to grief.
Rain and much rain! Beaver flowing out the Trail everywhere. You form a much different
impression of these animals after they begin to cause so much difficulty in keeping up trails. I
have been completely out of the picture for the last three weeks. Somewhere in the vicinity of the
Joe Mary lakes, I did some damage to my right eyeball. I was chopping off some fir boughs that
obscured an entrance to the Trail and I know that I got something in my left eye, for a small
piece of bark was taken out when I got to the White House Camps. I was not aware, however,
that I had done anything to the right eye until it started to pain about thirty-six hours afterwards.
The net result was to end my trip at Yoke Ponds, for when I went to see the doctor at Greenville,
having seen one at Millinocket a day earlier, an ulcer had developed on the cornea. I went down
to Lubec and had a pretty tough time trying to be quiet. The thing has superficially healed but I
am still seeing the world with one eye. The net result is that a lot of things I wanted to do have
gone undone with the exception of making arrangements for the Conference.
This will explain why there has been delay in sending you The Appalachian Trail literature
which has gone forward under separate cover. I also send you a copy of a letter which I have
written to the President of the Philadelphia Trail Club.
I am sending to you a copy of our Letter Report referring to the Conference. I hope very much
that your expectation of being able to attend will materialize. You will remember that we spoke
about the possibility of arranging the Camp Kennebec program so that this trip would have
ended by the time the Trail Conference camping parties arrived and they would find the field all
nicely beaten down, etc. I think we will have quite a few campers and while recognizing the
prior claims of Camp Kennebec, if without any inconvenience we could avoid any overlapping,
it might relieve the strain on the available facilities.
1 hope that you will find it possible to join us on some of the trips described in the October
Bulletin which I will send to you. If I am in Philadelphia, you will hear from me.
I am planning to write a brief resume on the history of Katahdin as well as send some
photographs for the 1939 In the Maine Woods. I thought in view of the Conference, it would be
particularly desirable to have this sort of thing available for the people who come. I hope you
also have in mind to write the type of article which we discussed. I hope very much indeed that
you will be with us next August.
With most pleasant memories of our trip on the Trail,
September 16, 1938. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor
Dear Helon:
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I have a rather sad story to tell and my plans for this summer were decidedly broken into. I got
careless in some way and around Joe Mary Lakes scraped an eyeball. An ulcer developed and I
came out to Greenville and found that I was through for the year. I went down to Lubec and
stayed two or three weeks, and finally came back to Washington. I am still looking at the world
with one eye.
There are a number of matters that I wanted to write to you about. We are going to hold our 1939
Conference at Katahdin and I will send you a notice about this later on.
I had a letter from Mr. Spicer, reporting a very enjoyable August Camp at Flagstaff. Several
letters have come in from various people, expressing pleasure at very satisfactory trips over the
Trail in western Maine and generally reporting good conditions. 1 have not heard whether or not
the Bridgton Camp finally got under way on the shelter building work. There has been a lot of
difficulty with that this season and as the Greenville Camp is to go out the first of October, we
can get no more help in that connection. That camp started out to build the lean- to on Moxie
Bald and clear the west side of the mountain before it ended. I don't know what has resulted.
I heard that the construction of that lumber road last year from Pierce Pond Stream up toward
Otter Ponds had caused quite a lot of confusion on the Trail and that Hicks and his CCC boys
had even marked the wrong route. Before you offered to extend your territory to the river, I
mailed some black and white paint into Caratunk, thinking that I could get there and change the
marking. If you should beat me to it, don't hesitate to make use of this paint which I sent to
Sterling and which I presume is at Caratunk. I am sure that on account of the mistake in the
marking, the map and Guidebook accounts need some correction on account of this road.
I am due to be in Boston either next week or the week following and it is just possible that I
might be able to find a couple of days. If my eye gets so that I can travel all right, I would like
very much to get to Bigelow and measure the relocations so that I could work on that data this
winter. If I find that I can do so, I will probably have to send you word on short notice, hoping
that you might be able to meet me at Farmington. If there is any thing which would make
absolutely impossible your meeting me at any time, please send me a letter in care of the United
States Attorney at Boston as soon as you can. I will send you a card telling you whether I am
going to Boston the first of next week or the following week. If I go this week, I would probably
have Saturday and Sunday and Monday, September 24, 25, and 26, for I have an engagement at
Portland on September 27th.
One thing has been passing through my mind. In view of the fact that, as I understand it, the
Forest Service is not maintaining that part of The Appalachian Trail from the Dead River Road
to where the Little Bigelow Trail comes in and as stories have reached me that it is in horrible
condition as a result of the lumbering, would there be any advantage in our making a material
relocation of the route and having the Dead River Trail extended along the highway and come
into Bigelow Col by the Parsons Trail? This would mean that anybody coming the Dead River
Route would find the main peak of Bigelow on a side trail. However, as near as I can judge, all
of the travel goes by way of the Arnold Trail.
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I have wondered somewhat whether the Dead River route involved too much maintenance. If the
Arnold Trail had been put in originally, we might have thought differently about it. There is,
however, the lean-to on Cold Stream which is very useful. By the end of next year our
Guidebook will be exhausted probably, and if we are to make any major change, that would be
the time to do it. As it is your section and you can appreciate the amount of work required, you
are better able to say whether we should keep the two routes or abandon the Dead River Route. It
does offer a very fine circuit trip and a good deal of our publicity has been built around the
alternate routes. There would be this disadvantage in making a material change, but on the other
hand, we have to consider the practical problem of the maintenance. On the other hand, it might
be easier as between the two routes to always keep the Dead River Route open.
You can think things over and if we get together, tell me then. If I do not get up there, you can let
me know what you think about any possible advantage in changing to the Parsons Trail. I am just
suggesting these matters and shall want to abide by your judgment.
{Copy Sawyer, Attwood}
September 16, 1938. Myron Avery to Dr. George W. Outerbridge, President, Philadelphia
Trail Club
Dear Dr. Outerbridge:
While at Katahdin this summer, I met and spent some time on The Appalachian Trail with Mr.
Bruce C. Beach. Mr. Beach has been for a number of years a Counselor of Camp Kennebec, a
Boys' Camp in Maine, which has been using The Appalachian Trail in that State in its program.
He is a teacher in one of the schools of Philadelphia's suburbs. Mr. Beach manifested
considerable interest in The Appalachian Trail and in fact helped me a great deal in certain tasks
in the Katahdin area. I told him of the activity in Pennsylvania and around Philadelphia, of which
he had not been fully aware. If Mr. Beach should adopt my suggestion and call on you, this note
will serve as an introduction.
I hope very much to enlist him in the circle of Appalachian Trail workers.
{Copy Mr. Beach}
September 17, 1938. G. J. Jones, Postmaster, Millinocket, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Sir :
I have your letter about the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine and a mailing tube of maps,
that you sent to John O'Connell at Katahdin Stream Campsite Millinocket Maine.
And I will say that they are not here now, and I do not know if they ever came in or not as there
is no way of us telling, Mr. O' Connell has a lot of folks that comes in after his mail he sends in
any one that is coming down from any of the other camps up that way, so they may of been lost,
you say in your letter that you sent them to Danie1 O'Connell, well some Daniel O'Connell may
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of got them if you had that name on them, I will be glad to help in any way I can. I would like
the same things sent me if you can do so, and if you care to send the one for Mr. O'Connell direct
to me I will see that he gets them this time.
Have you been up Mt Katahdin this year, it is great up there now, come on up. Hope we get our
National Park up there so the Mt. will be well looked after, and we all thank you a lot for the
write up in the Maine Papers about it, it was very fine, and will help us a lot to get this National
Park.
September 20, 1938. DRAFT letter from Myron Avery to E. W. York, Twin Pine Camps,
Daicey Pond, Millinocket, Maine
Dear Mr. York:
In keeping with our understanding, I am setting forth the arrangements with respect to the
Conference, which we discussed {orally} in order that you will be in a position to advise us of
the rate to be charged.
Summarizing the various matters:
1. The Conference is to have exclusive and full use of all the camp facilities to the exclusion of
all other guests, commencing Friday, August 18, {to noon Aug. 26th} 1939. All the reservations
for this period will be made through the Conference’s Reservation Committee and all finances
will be handled by the Conference; that is, we will make collection from the various people and
pay you directly. (If anyone should write to you for a reservation in that period, you would only
need to forward the inquiry to us. This will relieve you of all correspondence and the necessity
of keeping accounts with the various individuals.)
2. Our program will be roughly as follows:
Friday, August 18. Meetings in the afternoon and evening (first meal for Conference group to be
lunch at the {camps}).
Saturday, August 19. Meetings {Private at the camps.}
Sunday, August 20. Trip to Sentinel Mountain (packed lunch for all people).
Monday, August 21. Double Top Trip (packed lunch for all people).
Tuesday and Wednesday, August 22 and 23. Trip to Katahdin (packed lunches for all people.
There will be no dinner {at the camp} on the 22nd or breakfast on the 23rd but a lunch for both
days will be taken on the 22nd.)
Thursday, August 24. Packed lunch for some parties, lunch at cabins for others.
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Friday, August 25. {Part of the group will} leave on the morning of August 25th, taking
{packed} lunch. With most of the party being away on the night of the 22nd. Of course,
depending upon the weather, the dates of some of these excursions may be varied. We
understand that you will put in for use with the tents and also in connection with the cabins
temporary toilets. I should think that the same thing should be done down in the field. I think the
best way of caring for the washing facilities will be to put in an extra wash basin in each cabin
and to deliver in the morning to each cabin a full size bucket of hot water.
3. It is understood that those who wish to camp in your field on the tote-road may do so. Some
arrangement had better be made about the wood for these people, as I imagine that it would not
be feasible for the campers to try to cut what they would need from the dead stuff, etc., in the
woods. I think it would be preferable to have you {supply} the wood and {make an} allowance
in your cost for supplying it to the campers.
4. As to the total facilities of the camp, we understand that the number to be cared for in the
cabins and {in} tents pitched {near} the cabins will be twice the maximum capacity of the dining
room. Mrs. York was to check on this and advise us as to this capacity. I am attaching a list of
the cabins and their capacities as she gave them to me. It would be well to check this and at the
same time to determine the maximum capacity of the dining room so that we can be governed
accordingly. For the difference between the dining room capacity and the capacity of the camp,
which you will tell us, we understand that you will procure good, durable water tight tents in
which cots would be placed, with a wooden floor and some sort of a camp stove. The people who
occupy these tents would, of course, have their meals with the others {in the dining room} but
will provide their own bedding with the exception of the cots and the mattresses.
5. Transportation. We understand that you will put up a barrier at the garage so as to prevent cars
from being driven in to the campyard. We are very anxious to keep the cars back out of the
campyard for many reasons.
A great many people will probably come in by car and others by train. For example, the
Washington contingent will arrive {by train} on the morning of August 18th and others may
come in on the preceding evening or perhaps on the night train of the 18th. This matter of
transportation is rather difficult to arrange and perhaps the best thing would be, if you could
quote a flat price for one way transportation to and from the camps and Millinocket and we could
turn over to you the orders for such transportation. It may mean that, for example, on the
moaning of the 18th you would have as many as twenty people, or possibly more, coming in.
This is rather difficult to work out and you may have some better way of assessing this
transportation cost, but in view of the complexities of the situation, perhaps the best arrangement
would be an understanding with you as to so much per person, you of course finding the
transportation when required.
In determining your rates, we would wish you to include the following things, the expense in
connection with which you would be compensated for on the daily rate:
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(l) Include for the full week of the Conference, to be lodged in the cabins, one person who will
be a guest of the Conference. This is a person who has been of very considerable assistance to us
and we are most anxious to have him present.
(2) Transportation from the Camps to the Foster Campground and return for Double Top Trip.
(3) For the Katahdin Trip on August 23rd, transportation from Roaring Brook back to the Camp
for the entire party. (This will probably be the most difficult to work out because of the size of
the group.)
(4) The trail up Sentinel Mountain should be cleaned out to some degree. As far as the Double
Top Trip is concerned, we will take that as it is.
(5) Between the Katahdin Stream Campsite and your Camps, the trail will be mowed out to a
width of about four feet. This is particularly to get rid of the raspberry bushes and grass between
Grassy Pond and the road. Some sort of rough log bridge will be built across Katahdin Stream.
This need not be elaborate. I should not think that this work would require more than a couple of
man days.
I might explain that we are anxious to have the trail between the West Branch and Katahdin in
very good order so that we may show these people what standard woods trail should be.
Incidentally, I would like to suggest to you that with some people going from your camps to the
mountain, it would create on these people a very fine impression if you could do this, for the
benefit of your guests, each year. Even in the rain, one can come off of Katahdin and stay fairly
dry until he gets down to the Katahdin Stream Campsite, for there is no growth in the trail, but
from here to your Camps, the bushes, even in the heavy dew--are sure to give him a thorough
wetting. Several of the Camp proprietors down the line mow out trails around their camps and
this, while not requiring much work each year, might create a very good impression on your
guests. In addition, we would like to have one day's work with the weeders, that is, knocking out
the small bushes and briers between the West Branch and your camps particularly in the field
next to the West Branch and around the toll dam. The weeders which we are sending you will
make this very easy.
7. As for the place of the Conference meetings, we understand that this will depend upon
developments. If your garage is built and it is feasible to hold the meetings there, we understand
that you will provide seating facilities. If there is no other place available, we shall have to hold
the meetings in the recreation room but we would much prefer to reserve this for our various
exhibitions of photographs, etc.
8. We will also have a Reception Committee which will be charged with the job of meeting all of
the people and showing them to their cabins, so that no work on the part of your force will be
required in this connection.
9. The problem is going to be with the meals. We will want to do every thing possible to reduce
to a minimum the delay which will necessarily result through having to feed the people in two
installments. The meals will be served family style which will do away with time consumed by
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individual orders, etc., and we understand that you will have sufficient kitchen force so that there
will be no delay along this line.
10. We shall have various committees and people charged with carrying out various
responsibilities. We shall try to impress upon people that to accommodate the party, you have
expanded your available accommodations to the utmost degree and that they will be appreciative
of the difficulties resulting from the large number of people and cooperative in every way. We
will also have certain people designated to look after particular wants, etc., so that people will
not be seeking you out in connection with various things that they have to look after.
The various queries which you will need to answer I have, for convenience, listed on the attached
sheets.
We anticipate that the demand for cabin accommodations will be much greater than we can
supply and to this end, it might be advisable, as you suggested, to see what arrangement can be
made with the Kidney Pond Camps. People that we send there could drive back and forth. We
would have to provide the other facilities for them but they would get their meals and sleeping
accommodations at Kidney Pond. I believe that you suggested a possibility of using one or two
other buildings which could be furnished with cots. If you still think this is feasible, you might
add them with the number of rooms and types of accommodations to this list and return it to us.
1 trust that this arrangement will not seem too complicated but there are a number of matters
which have to be cared for.
1. Rate per person, to the number of _________, accommodated in cabins.

$

2. Rate per person, to the number of _________, accommodated in tents,
taking meals in cabin.

$

3. Number of additional temporary toilets to be put in by cabins and in the campground. _____
4. Arrangement for providing wood for the campers.
5. Cost per person one way for transportation Camps to Millinocket. (Indicate
whether cost for parties of more than two would be at lesser rate.)

$

6. Cost per person per day for people remaining after the expiration of
Conference period. (Assuming that such parties may require packed
lunch or may have lunch at camps.)

$

7. Please check the cabin capacities and retain a carbon of this sheet for guidance in making
arrangements.
CABIN CAPACITIES
Point Cabin – (3 rooms, 6 single cots)

Capacity
6
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Birch Bark Cabin (2 rooms, 1 double bed, 2 single beds)
Twin No. 9 Cabin (1 room, 2 single beds)
Twin No. 8 Cabin (1 room, 2 single beds)
No. 7 Cabin (3 rooms, 6 cots)
Owl’s Nest (1 room, 1 double and 1 single bed)
Mabel (1 room, 2 cots)
No. 3 Cabin (3 rooms, 7 cots)
Blue Lodge (1 room, 2 double beds)
First Cabin (1 room, 1 double and 1 single bed)
Hyde Cabin (3 rooms, 12 cots)

4
2
2
6
3
2
7
4
3
12

September 21, 1938. Ralph E. Billings to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Mr. Brooks of the Bridgton Camp told me yesterday that Mr. Hick's crew had completed two of
the shelters assigned to that camp and that the third one would be completed.
It is also possible that the fourth one will be completed.
At Greenville, McNeil is working on the shelter at Moxie Bald and it should be nearly complete
at this time providing he found construction material near the site.
In connection with this site Mr. Seavey has just received a sharp letter from the Woodlands
Manager of the Hollingsworth and Whitney Company asking if it was our custom to cross other
people's land and build shelters thereon without consulting the owner. Mr. Seavey in turn asked
me what had been done about easements in this case, I referred him to the third paragraph on the
second page of your January 26th letter. Copies of this letter and my letter of January 18th were
supplied him, We expect to hear again from H. & W. on this subject, within the next few days.
When their letter is received, I will inform you as to their action or desires.
We have secured an extension of 30 days as to closing date for this camp. November 1st is now
scheduled as date of abandonment.
September 22, 1938. Myron Avery to Edward Spicer, Adamsville, Rhode Island
Dear Mr. Spicer:
I appreciate very much your thoughtfulness in writing in connection with your August Camp. As
a Maine resident, I am naturally very much pleased that the reaction of the A.M.C. members to
the locality should be entirely favorable.
From your letter, I note that you are aware of the difficulty which prevented my anticipated call
on you at Bigelow. The accident left undone considerable that I had expected to do in connection
with the Trail in Maine. The injury resulted in an ulcer on the cornea and at the present time I am
still viewing the world through one eye.
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It may be of interest to you to know that the 1939 Appalachian Trail Conference is to be in the
form of a week's camp at Katahdin. We will base at York's Camps on Daicey Pond and after that
week, will have a trip south over The Appalachian Trail in Maine. Our Potomac Appalachian
Trail Club has scheduled a repetition of its 1935 trip over the Trail in this connection.
It is gratifying to know that such a large number of the campers came to camp with the new
edition. We have been particularly anxious to spread word of this.
I have a case listed for trial at Boston next week which, by reason of my present difficulties, I
had postponed from last week. If it would be of any advantage to you, I should be very glad to
talk with you there about the locality of your 1939 Camp. The suggestion of the availability of
Bodfish Farm is a new suggestion and I am led to wonder what were the considerations which
prompted this, apart from its accessibility. Boarstone and the southern end of the BarrenChairback Range are about the only mountains there available.
You are undoubtedly aware that Mr. Edgerly talked for a number of years of the possibility of
Katahdin Iron Works “as soon as conditions should become favorable”. I do not know if you
considered this, but if the Camp were established beyond the Katahdin Iron Works somewhere
near the end of the present road in the vicinity of White Brook, you could tap a wide area. If you
will look at your map in the Guidebook, you will see that the Chairback-Barren Range and White
Cap are available. Trailless trips could be made to Saddlerock as well as to Baker and Elephant.
This is the Gulf Hagas section. I hear that the Seaboard Company will be lumbering on the upper
part of Pleasant River and I do not know how this may affect our Trail system in the vicinity of
the Gulf. You probably know that cars can now be driven to the Katahdin Iron Works and that
converted railroad service is no more.
I have never been to Katahdin Iron Works and my acquaintance with the region is limited to the
Trail sections, but I have always thought that it would prove an excellent base for exploring a
large area. I have the feeling that there are a number of sections of Maine adjacent to the Trail
which would be a suitable base for August Camp and I shall welcome the opportunity to make
any knowledge which I have of the area available to you. We, on the other hand, appreciate your
recognition of the contribution of the Trail to the facilities of the Camp and I trust that whoever
reports the Camp in the Appalachia note will not so completely fail to make any reference to its
existence as did the party in 1937 which utilized the Trail from Joe Mary north.
If you find it of any advantage to run in to Boston some evening, please send word to me at the
Parker House.
September 23, 1938. Myron Avery to L. S. Cook, Great Northern Paper Company,
Bangor, Maine.
Dear Mr. Cook:
I had hoped to drop in to your office while I was in eastern Maine. I had made a trip to the
Katahdin section and down over the Trail in Maine as far as Yoke Ponds. Here unfortunately I
experienced an injury which resulted in an ulcer on the eyeball with the result that I have lost
three or four weeks out of this year and when I left Lubec for Washington, I was hardly in a
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condition to stop at Bangor. While in the Yoke Ponds section, I heard a good deal with respect to
the lumbering operations in the Nahmakanta section. I was told that the Great Northern had
purchased the stumpage in that town from the Penobscot Development Company. I am
wondering if this related to T-1R-11 or T-l R-12. I happened to see some of the pulpwood in
Wadleigh Pond and I understand that with the camps there and the tote roads, there is
considerable change in the trails, etc., around Penobscot Pond.
1 am wondering if, in the event you are not personally familiar with these camp locations, tote
and hauling roads, at your convenience you could pass on one of the enclosed copies of the map
taken from our guidebook to some person who could plot on the tote and hauling roads, etc.
If you can give me some information as to the possibilities of the operations extending over
toward the Trail area and where it is expected to cut next year, I shall very much appreciate it.
September 24, 1938. Myron Avery to Stanley B. Attwood, Lewiston, Maine.
Dear Stan:
Not having heard from you for some time, I have begun to wonder how the summer has gone
and what you have been doing. I trust that nothing more serious than an over-amount of work is
the cause.
To save stenographic labor, I am covering a number of matters which I did want to mention to
you, in the enclosed carbon to Helon Taylor. It is my only copy and I am enclosing an addressed
envelope for returning it to me.
1 will be sending you a copy of the letter to the Board of Managers with respect to the
Conference at Katahdin and later on you will have a detailed report. We count on your
attendance and I hope you will point your vacation toward it. Let me hear from you some time
and tell me of any developments on Baldpate and how the Goose Eye trail is coming. Can you
find what you cut last year?
September 24, 1938. Myron Avery to Mr. J. G. Jones, Postmaster, Millinocket, Maine
Dear Mr. Jones:
Thank you very much for your letter of September 17, 1938.
1 can understand the situation with respect to Mr. O’Connell’s mail and how things of that order
might not be delivered. We are forwarding another Guidebook and maps in a separate envelope
to Mr. O'Connell, marked in your care.
We are sending to you under separate cover, thinking it may be of interest, a copy of our
Katahdin map and the publication, The Silver Aisle. 1 appreciate the comment of the last
paragraph of your letter.
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September 24, 1938. Myron Avery to Mr. Horton Flynt, The Augusta Press, Augusta,
Maine
Dear Mr. Flynt:
Mr. Attwood has forwarded to me the papers with respect to the Maine Appalachian Trail Club,
enclosed with your letter of September 12.
By reason of the way in which these forms have been made out, it would be of great convenience
to us if we could arrange to have your father fill in the various blanks. If his condition permits
and if you would give me his St. Petersburg address, I would forward them to him.
I am indeed sorry to learn that his recovery has been so long delayed.
September 24, 1938. Myron Avery to David W. Gathman, Prospect Park, New Jersey
Dear Mr. Gathman:
We appreciate very much your courtesy in writing us of your experience along The Appalachian
Trail from Monson to Katahdin. It is of great value to us to have the comments of Trail users.
1 am glad to say that in late August the difficulty between Daicey Pond and Rainbow Lake was
remedied by repainting from the Ledges to the Penobscot West Branch. Next year we will get the
three miles from Rainbow to the Ledges. We have noted for correction your comment for page
130.
We have no information on winter hiking in Maine and suggest that for winter sports activities
you communicate with the Maine Development Commission, Augusta, Maine.
We are enclosing list of publications of the Trail Conference and the Potomac Appalachian Trail
Club. We do notify purchasers of the Maine Guidebook of the appearance of subsequent
publications but the only method of keeping in touch with various publications of the Trail
Conference, etc., is through the medium of membership in The Appalachian Trail Conference. I
am asking the Chairman of the Conference’s Membership Committee to send you information in
this respect.
September 24, 1938. Myron Avery to R. E. Billings
Dear Mr. Billings:
I thought I would make inquiry as to whether or not the Bridgton Camp got under way with the
shelter work. I had beard that the Greenville detail for Moxie got into action.
My summer trip ended rather abruptly, for an accident to an eye which resulted in an ulcer on the
cornea forced me off the trail at Yoke Ponds. As I came through Greenville, 1 saw Dr. Norman
Nickerson, an old college friend, and learned that he was the Camp doctor for the CCC work. 1
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spent two weeks at Lubec, waiting for the thing to heal and I have just got rid of my black patch,
although still have the tin cup.
1 shall be in Portland on September 27th but doubt if I can get any farther east, for I have a case
listed at Boston on September 28th. If we were fortunate enough to get any activity from either
camp, I would appreciate your telling me of the situation.
Copy Mr. Attwood Mr. Sawyer
September 26, 1938. Everett Greaton, Maine Development Commission, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Indeed we shall be very glad to publicize the Appalachian Trail Conference to be held in Maine,
1939. If you will from time to time send us all of the information possible we will do our part
from this end.
I climbed Old Speck Saturday for the first time and am very lame today. I think it was the
toughest climb that I have ever had. I have now climbed more than half of our 4,000 feet peaks
and many of the smaller ones.
Our mountain booklet will be issued before Spring. I think probably I have enough material on
Katahdin with all of that you have made available.
September 26, 1938. Ralph E. Billings to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I was indeed sorry to hear about the accident to your eye and know from a similar experience last
fall that you have had a most unpleasant time.
A week ago, I sent to the Union Trust Building address a note telling of the progress made on the
trail shelters, which you have probably seen by this time.
Mr. Seavey has just received another letter from Hollingsworth and Whitney Co. in which they
state that permission was given Mr. Sewall to erect trail shelters on their land. They ask that we
supply them with information as to location when a shelter is completed.
September 27, 1938. Myron Avery to E. W. York, Twin Pond Camps, Daicey Pond,
Millinocket, Maine
Dear Mr. York:
In keeping with our understanding, I am setting forth the arrangements with respect to the
Conference, which we discussed orally in order that you will be in a position to advise us of the
rate to be charged.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1938 – Compiled by David Field – Page

214

Summarizing the various matters:
1. The Conference is to have exclusive and full use of all the camp facilities to the exclusion of
all other guests, commencing Friday, August 18, 1939 to noon Aug. 26th. All the reservations for
this period will be made through the Conference’s Reservation Committee and all finances will
be handled by the Conference; that is, we will make collection from the various people and pay
you directly. (If anyone should write to you for a reservation in that period, you would only need
to forward the inquiry to us. This will relieve you of all correspondence and the necessity of
keeping accounts with the various individuals.)
2. Our program will be roughly as follows:
Friday, August 18. Meetings in the afternoon and evening (first meal for Conference group to be
lunch at the cabins).
Saturday, August 19. Meetings—Lunch at the cabins.
Sunday, August 20. Trip to Sentinel Mountain (packed lunch for all people).
Monday, August 21. Doubletop Trip (packed lunch for all people).
Tuesday and Wednesday. August 22 and 23. Trip to Katahdin (packed lunches for all people.)
There will be no dinner at the Camps on the 22nd or breakfast on the 23rd, but a lunch for both
days will be taken on the 22nd.
Thursday. August 21. Packed lunch for some parties, lunch at cabins for others.
Friday. August 25. Part of the group will leave on the morning of August 25th, taking packed
lunch. This group will be the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club party, of Washington, going south
over the Appalachian Trail. The remainder leave on Saturday, the 26th. Part of this remainder
will go south over the Trail; the rest to Millinocket, etc. It is necessary to break the party up this
way to get sufficient accommodations en route on the Trail. This makes two groups, one from
the 18th to the 25th; the other from the 18th to the 26th. It totals seven nights and twenty meals;
and eight nights and twenty-three meals respectively for the groups, with most of the party being
away on the night of the 22nd. Of course, depending upon the weather, the dates of some of
these excursions may be varied.
3. It is understood that those who wish to camp in your field on the tote-road may do so. Some
arrangement had better be made about the wood for these people, as I imagine that it would not
be feasible for the campers to try to cut what they would need from the dead stuff, etc., in the
woods. I think it would be preferable to have you supply wood and make a charge for supplying
it to the campers, which we will collect for you.
4. As to the total facilities of the camp, we understand that the number to be cared for in the
cabins and in tents pitched near the cabins will be twice the maximum capacity of the dining
room. Mrs. York was to check on this and advise us as to this capacity. I am attaching a list of
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the cabins and their capacities as she gave them to me. It would be well to check this and at the
same time to determine the maximum capacity of the dining room so that we can be governed
accordingly. For the difference between the dining room capacity and the capacity of the camps,
which you will tell us, we understand that you will procure good, durable water-tight tents in
which cots would be placed, with a wooden floor and some sort of a camp stove. The people who
occupy these tents would, of course, have their meals with the others in the dining room but will
provide their own bedding with the exception of the cots and the mattresses.
5. Transportation. We understand that you will put up a barrier at the garage so as to prevent cars
from being driven into the campyard. We are very anxious to keep the cars back out of the
campyard for many reasons.
A great many people will probably come in by car and others by train. For example, the
Washington contingent will arrive by train on the morning of August 18th and others may come
in on the preceding evening, or perhaps on the night train of the 18th. This matter of
transportation is rather difficult to arrange and perhaps the best thing would be, if you could
quote a flat price for one way transportation to and from the camps and Millinocket and we could
turn over to you the orders for such transportation. It may mean that, for example, on the
morning of the 18th you would have as many as twenty people, or possibly more, coming in.
This is rather difficult to work out and you may have some better way of assessing this
transportation cost but, in view of the complexities of the situation, perhaps the best arrangement
would be an understanding with you as to so much per person, you of course finding the
transportation when required.
6. In connection with the Conference, there are some matters which we would wish to have done.
I am listing these below. We would like to have you take into consideration in quoting the daily
rate what would be required in the way of compensation for these particular things. If, however,
you prefer to set up these items on a different basis, you can let us know.
(1) Include for the full week of the Conference (to the 26th), to be lodged in the cabins,
one person who will be a guest of the Conference. This is a person who has been of very
considerable assistance to us and we are most anxious to have him present.
(2) For the Katahdin Trip on August 23rd, transportation from Roaring Brook back to the
Camps for the entire party. (This will probably be the most difficult to work out because of the
size of the group.)
(3) The trail up Sentinel Mountain should be cleaned out to some degree. As far as the
Doubletop Trip is concerned, we will take that as it is.
(4) Between the Katahdin Stream Campsite and your camps, the trail should be mowed
out to a width of about four feet. This is particularly to get rid of the raspberry bushes and grass
between Grassy Pond and the road. Some sort of rough log bridge to be built across Katahdin
Stream. This need not be elaborate. I should not think that this work would require more than a
couple of man days.
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(5) I might explain that we are anxious to have the trail between the West Branch and
Katahdin in very good order so that we may show these people what standard Appalachian Trail
should be. (Incidentally, I would like to suggest to you that, with people going from your camps
to the mountain, it would create on these people a very fine impression if you did this each year,
for the benefit of your guests. Even in the rain, one can come off Katahdin and stay fairly dry
until he gets down to the Katahdin Stream Campsite, for there is no growth in the trail, but from
here to your Camps, the bushes--even the heavy dew--are sure to give him a thorough wetting.
Several of the Camp proprietors down the line on the A.T. mow out trails around their camps and
this, while not requiring much work each year, creates very good impression on guests.) In
addition, we would like to have one day's work with the weeders; that is, knocking out the small
bushes and briers between the West Branch and your camps, particularly in the field next to the
West Branch and around the old toll dam. (The weeders which we are sending you will make this
very easy work.)
7. As for the place of the Conference meetings, we understand that this will depend upon
developments. If your garage is built and it is feasible to hold the meetings there, we understand
that you will provide seating facilities. If there is no other place available, we shall have to hold
the meetings in the recreation room, but we would much prefer to reserve this for our various
exhibits, photographs, etc.
8. We will also have a Reception Committee which will be charged with the job of meeting all of
the people and showing them to their cabins, so that no work on the part of your force will be
required in this connection.
9. The problem is going to be with the meals. We will want to do everything possible to reduce
to a minimum the delay which will necessarily result through having to feed the people in two
installments. The meals will be served family style which will do away with time consumed by
individual orders, etc., and we understand that you will have sufficient kitchen force so that there
will be no delay along this line.
10. We shall have various committees and people charged with carrying out various
responsibilities. We shall try to impress upon people that to accommodate the party, you have
expanded your available accommodations to the utmost degree and they will be appreciative of
the difficulties resulting from the large number of people and cooperative in every way. We will
also have certain people designated to look after particular wants, etc., so that people will not be
seeking you out in connection with various things that they have to look after.
11. We understand that you will put in temporary toilets for use with the tents and also in
connection with the cabins. I should think that the same thing should be done down in the field. I
think the best way of caring for the washing facilities will be to put in an extra wash basin in
each cabin and to deliver in the morning to each cabin a full size bucket of hot water.
12. As to the number of people present, it is my anticipation that we will have that week the
maximum number which can be cared for; that is, twice the seating facility of your dining room.
This is exclusive of the campers. With respect to the campers and the supplying of wood, I think
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it would be desirable to put this on the basis of per person, so on item 5 I have indicated it
accordingly.
13. We understand that people attending the Conference will have full use of the available
canoes. In view of the fact that many of the people will be from the southern regions where lakes
are a rarity, we assume that the canoes will be in very considerable demand.
The various queries which you will need to answer I have, for convenience, listed on the attached
sheet.
We anticipate that the demand, for cabin accommodations will be much greater than we can
supply and to this end, it might be advisable, as you suggested, to see what arrangements can be
made with the Kidney Pond Camps. People that we send there could drive back and forth. We
would have to provide the other facilities for them, but they would get their meals and sleeping
accommodations at Kidney Pond.
I believe also that you suggested a possibility of using one or two of your other buildings which
would be furnished with cots. If you still think this is feasible, you might add them, with the
number of rooms and types of accommodations, to this list and return it to us.
Miss Jean Stephenson, The Conard, 13th and Eye Streets, N.W., Washington, D.C., will act as
Chairman of the Reservations Committee and she will be, of course, in correspondence with you
at a later time. She has a copy of this letter and is familiar with the situation. Miss Stephenson
was with our Potomac Appalachian Trail Club party in 1935.
I trust that this arrangement will not seem too complicated, but there are a number of matters
which have to be cared for.
1. Rate per person, to the number of ________, accommodated in cabins
from August 18 (lunch) to August 26 (breakfast)…………………..$____________
2. Rate per person, to the number of ________, accommodated in cabins
from August 18 (lunch) to August 25 (lunch) …………………………$____________
3. Rate per person to the number of _________, accommodated in tents,
taking meals in dining room …………………………………………...$____________
4. Number of additional temporary toilets to be put in by cabins
and in the campground…………………………………………………_____________
5. Arrangement for providing wood and other charges for the campers
per person ……………………………………………………………..$_____________
6. Cost per person one way for transportation Camps to Millinocket
for one person………………………………………………………….$_____________
Rate for___________people per person ……………………………….$_____________
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(This is to cover the situation of where you might have a carload
or some similar thing.)
7. Cost per person per day for people remaining after the expiration of the
Conference period …………………………………………………….$______________
(Assuming that such parties may require packed lunch or any have
lunch at camps.)
8. Please check the cabin capacities and retain a carbon of this sheet for guidance in making
arrangements.
9. Cost for extra meals of early arrivals, say for breakfast on the 13th or
dinner on the 17th, plus cost of extra night's lodging for the night
before the Conference ………………………………………………$_______________
September 27, 1938. Stanley B. Attwood to Myron Avery
Friend Myron:
Very sorry to hear about your injury and consequent interruption of your trip. The Maine Alpine
Club is going along and I think, within a year or two, we may be able to get a few small branches
in communities nearer the trail.
We have had a good season of climbing with more to come.
We have worked on both ends of Baldpate. While part of the club climbs Old Speck, next
Sunday, myself and at least one other will tackle raspberry bushes on Baldpate, Grafton Notch
side. Possibly will have time to clear the Table Rock trail also.
We worked on the Goose-Eye trail, Sunday. Two went up three or four weeks ago and pushed
through to the most easterly peak. A week ago three of us spent Saturday afternoon bushing out
to the end of the birch clearing (about 1.5). The new weed cutters similar to those purchased by
the Bates O.C. are marvelous tools. We were driven out by wet weather, Sunday.
This last Sunday we went back and, as the result of the hurricane, found many hefty blowdowns
in tall black growth beyond the point that had been lumbered. The trail is O.K. to them and
beyond them to the top of the first ridge (3.0) and along the ridge toward the first peak about 100
yards. Six continued, spotting the trail to the second peak and doing some cutting. Our crews
(and time) are so limited we will be lucky to get the thing in shape next year but will keep
pushing it as it opens some very fine climbing on the peaks east of the AT.
I am convinced the storm caused plenty of damage in virgin timber at various points on the trail.
At the higher altitudes it apparently had no effect on the scrub growth.
Dan Wight hasn't been on a trip with us. Perhaps married life is proving sufficient diversion. I
know he has climbed Baldpate because we found his signature up there.
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I enclose a letter from Blood. I think there is no need of confusion at that point. I didn't write him
that, but rather said the matter would be corrected by new signing. Might as well accommodate
him as it can be done with so little effort.
At the Junction of the AT and Grafton Notch roads at Old Speck the AMC has a small sign
calling attention to the number of peaks and ponds.
Blood supplied me with detailed information on mileages to them individually and we probably
will put up a really ornamental sign there next year.
The public used our Grafton Notch signs quite well. At The Jail, the pole fell and the sign split,
which means a replacement. At another point somebody put a bullet through the sign, but that
was to be expected. The signs have caused many tourists to stop at the various points.
I have had two rides on the Franconia cable railway to Cannon Mountain. So have thousands of
others. I wish the State of Maine would build one.
What would be your reaction to a proposal to put one onto Baldpate? I mean, from the standpoint
of the mountaineers. The layout seems perfect from the E or SE. We move so slowly there's no
danger of speedy action but I plan to discuss the matter with Greaton seriously. So many things
are lacking at Cannon Mountain.
Prof. Sawyer and I had a nice climb on Black mountain in Sumner, which I measured. Sent the
description to Greaton for his mountain booklet.
I enclose a sketch of the Goose-Eye trail as nearly as we can draw it from estimates.
September 28, 1938. L. S. Cook, Great Northern Paper Co., to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Sorry to hear that you met with an accident on your recent trip to Katahdin section and sincerely
hope that you have not suffered permanent injury.
In accordance with your request have sketched the location of the camp, tote road and hauling
roads used in connection with the operation on T1 R11 last winter.
Also have corrected the location of the outlet of the small pond lying southerly from Wadleigh
Mountain.
Present indications are that there will be no operating in that section during the coming winter.
September 28, 1938. Roger L. Scaife to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
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Replying to your recent letter, we have sent you two copies of the Maine Edition of the 1938
OLD FARMER’S ALMANAC. The article you contributed is on page Maine 9.
All of our editorial material for the 1939 edition has been arranged for and we are about ready to
go to press. We hope that at some future time we may be able to accept your offer to furnish
more of the interesting information on The Appalachian Trail.
{P.S. There is to be no Maine Supplement this year.}
September 30, 1938. The Washington Planograph Company, Inc., to The Appalachian
Trail Conference
ITEMIZED STATEMENT OF 1938 BILLING
Date
Apr 27
Jun 10
May 19
Jun 21
Jun 21
Jul 11
Aug 16
Aug 16
Sep 16

Description
MAPS
GUIDE BOOK
Credit by check on Maps
Credit by check on Guide Book (Avery)
Credit by check on Guide Book (Schuetz)
Credit by check on Guide Book (Schuetz)
Credit by check on Guide Book
Credit by check on Maps
Credit by check on Guide Book
Total Balance

Charges
226.50
412.03

Credits
43.50
25.00
175.00
25.00
25.00
52.50
25.00

Balance

267.53*

*Please note:
The total payments on the Maps amounted to $96.00, which leaves a balance on the Maps of
$130.50.
The total payments on the Guide Book amounted to $275.00, which leaves this balance on the
Books of $137.03.
{See letters Oct. 20, 1938.}
September 30, 1938. Myron Avery to Clair Sawtelle, Mahwah, New Jersey
Dear Clair:
I am just noting the receipt of your letter of September 22nd which came just as I was leaving for
ten days in Boston. I expect to be in New York in November or earlier and am counting on
talking with you about these matters.
The lean-to problems are serious. There is one reason, which I will mention to you, why we do
not want to emphasize the presence of the West Branch lean-to. I am wondering if a letter written
by you to the Forest Commissioner, reporting these conditions, might lead to some improvement.
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Certainly it might be worth trying and under the circumstances, I would much prefer not to seem
to have to register this complaint through the Trail Conference. It could come very fine from
somebody who used the Trail. Bigelow is in Mr. Stubbs' District and it might be desirable if you
wrote a letter to him, pointing out the difficulties and asking what might be done. I think that this
would be much better than writing direct to the Forest Commissioner.
You will have, in due course, a copy of the announcement about the 1939 Trail Conference at
Katahdin for a week. We count on your presence and help.
If you can use more of the Katahdin article reprints, let us know. I had thought that you might
distribute them at some meeting of your New York group. I am sorry to say that at Joe Mary
Lake I injured an eye, with a resulting ulcer on the eyeball, from which I am just getting over the
last effects. It took some three weeks out and I am consequently very much behind on everything.
I have learned, to my great regret, that they are going ahead with the Chimney Pond development
at Katahdin. I wrote the Governor's Secretary, asking him to call to his attention the specific
attempt with respect to the cabin. You might send to the Governor’s Secretary, Mr. Thomas J.
Kennon, Executive Department, Augusta, Maine, your article, suggesting that it be brought to the
Governor's attention.
I believe that a friendly note to Mr. Stubbs about the lean-tos might be the best way to develop
this situation, although other steps might have to be taken at a later time. You will hear more
from me in connection with these matters at a later time.
Dictated by Mr. Avery on September 24th but written and signed during his absence.
September 30, 1938. Leon Potter, Antlers Camps, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
I am sorry that your eye caused you more trouble and do hope that it is cleared up before now.
We had a party go to the top of Jo Mary Mt. They reported the trail from Cooper camp ground
on had many wind falls and we do need a bridge over Cooper Brook—the one the C.C.C. put in
was much too low for the high water of Spring.
Looking forward to seeing you next year.
October 1, 1938. Walter Greene to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
You are a strange being. All these months and no word from you. Stranger, you would think it
natural if positions were reversed, why you did not show any anxiety to know how I was getting
along.
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I’m still struggling and while there are encouraging signs, I suffer almost constant pain,
sometimes intense. It’s hard for me to write but I must get this note off to you. Hope all is well,
and I’m anxious to know what you did this summer, and how the Trail is getting along. I no
longer get any reports on it. I of course would like to know. Wonder if it has been travelled
much. Dr. Mcgruder died, angina, a few weeks ago. That was a hard blow. Mrs. Mcgruder has
had a hard time of it. She has rented the home, and gone to live with friend. Chances are I’ll be
here some time yet until I get well. Best to Doc and Jack when you see them. Let me hear from
you. All my best.
October 3, 1938. Myron Avery to Roy Flynt, St. Petersburg, Florida
Dear Mr. Flynt:
The enclosed correspondence is self-explanatory. Will you fill in the various blanks for your
signature and return it to us?
I am indeed sorry to learn that your recuperation from the operation has been delayed. I had
assumed that you were probably back in Maine.
The enclosed Letter Report with respect to the holding of the 1939 Conference at Katahdin will,
I am sure, be of interest to you.
I hope that you are well on the road to recovery. Let us hear from you.
October 4 1933. Myron Avery to Stanley B. Attwood, Lewiston, Maine
Dear Stan:
Your letter of September 27th is of extreme interest. I have read it several times. I hope that in
the future you will let me hear from you more often so that I shall not be obliged to wonder what
may have occurred or what the reason for the long silence is.
We are counting on a good representation from the Maine Alpine Club at the Conference. I hope
you can give it some publicity, the sooner the better.
I read Blood’s letter, which seems to me to be somewhat forced on a very small issue. He should
know that white is the insignia of the main trail.
I had no particular word from Greaton since I submitted the material for the booklet on Maine
mountains, except to know that he has received it and expects to get it out in the fall.
I am quite concerned over what may have happened to the Trail in Maine by reason of the
hurricane and I hope that you can let me know the situation.
Have you received the new Gorham advance quadrangle? I think I sent one to you. If not, send
10 cents to the Division of Distribution, United States Geological Survey.
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Do you want at this time to revise your chapter on Goose Eye side trail in the Maine Guide? If so,
send it to me.
Of course a profile of the trail route in Maine would be of considerable interest. It is just a
question of finding somebody with the time and interest to prepare it in addition to the expense
of publication. On one of our maps for the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club an engineer did
include such a profile. I would send it to you except that all copies of the map are exhausted. If
such a profile should turn up we would be delighted to make use of it.
Do continue to keep me informed and give to the Maine guidebook and the trail Conference all
possible publicity.
P.S. The story on the Conference was in the September 29th issue of the Portland Press Herald.
October 4, 1938. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor
Dear Helon:
I wrote you around the middle of September about the possibility of my coming up to the
Bigelow area after I finished my work in Boston. Due to the fact that the situation resulting from
the eye injury left me somewhat below par and by reason of the conditions following the
hurricane, I gave up the thought of making the trip at this time. It will have to go over until next
year.
In the meantime I wish you would write me at your convenience of your reaction to the two
matters with respect to the Trail locations which I mentioned in my letter.
I have heard very excellent reports of the Trail in western Maine everywhere except on the
section near Roundtop which you wrote me was bad.
1 think I mentioned that we were sending you a weeder to try out and I am also arranging to have
sent to you a pair of the long handled pruning shears which we find very effective in other
sections of the Trail on this small stuff. It may make things easier.
I received today a letter from Walter Greene. It looks as if he were really getting well. I had not
heard from him for six months and this letter was like seeing a ghost.
Let me hear from you at your convenience and do lay your plans to be in attendance at the 1939
Conference at Katahdin. Let me know of any equipment or anything else that you require.
October 4, 1938. Myron Avery to Leon Potter, Antlers Camps
Dear Leon:
I am glad to hear from you again. 1 got the patch off of my eye about a week ago and it is fairly
well cleared up now. I am hoping that this summer’s performance will do me for some time.
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Three shelters have been built on the Trail in western Maine and one is being put in by the
Greenville Camp on Moxie Mountain. As this Camp, however, is due to go out on November 1st,
I am afraid that this means the end of CCC help in western Maine on the Trail.
While we plan to repaint the Maine Trail next year, as I wrote you, I do not see how we can get
at the side trail to Joe Mary and I am worried as to what the hurricane might have done in the
way of more blowdowns. The bridge at Cooper Brook is certainly much needed--I had a tough
time getting across--but if the CCC bridge wouldn't stand up, I am afraid it is beyond our
abilities to put one in. I think we can work things out in connection with the Trail Conference so
that we could charge up about $7.50 for reclearing the trail on Joe Mary, if we could find
anybody who would be in a position to take it up at that time. It would at least give us a chance
to get the deadfalls cut out. If in connection with your work you have a man next spring available
who could take this up, let me hear from you. I don’t see any other way that we can do it. You
may have some ideas.
With best regards--and again thanking you for all your help in my troubles,
October 4, 1938. Myron Avery to Earl W. Perham, Long Pond Camps, Katahdin Iron
Works, Maine
Dear Mr. Perham:
When I was obliged to discontinue my trip in August in the Maine woods by reason of an eye
injury, I sent word to you so that you would know that I would not be coming through.
I have been thinking about the signs which I asked you to leave at the Hermitage. Under the
circumstances, I am afraid that they will have to go over until next year and I am going to ask if
you would be good enough to take them to your Camp and keep them there. As I wrote you in
connection with The Appalachian Trail Conference, we will have a party from the Potomac
Appalachian Trail Club from Washington and from the Trail Conference coming through on the
Trail in early September. (We will write you later in detail in this connection.) As each party will
be staying two days at your Camp, this will give an opportunity to put up the signs, unless Mr.
Edwards should be there at an earlier date. I am sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Edwards, so
he can put up the signs in the event that he should arrive at Long Pond earlier than I will next
summer.
I am counting on seeing you in 1939 in any event.
October 4, 1938. Myron Avery to Walter Greene, Edgewater Rest, Bayside, Long Island,
New York
Dear Walter:
Your good old familiar handwriting was the most welcome thing that I have seen for many a day.
I just sat there and stared at the envelope. The same old illegible writing and the gray paper and
everything else, but you don't know how good it made me feel--just like old times.
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You have entirely the wrong idea. I have been more worried about you than you will know.
While I was in New York in the early summer, I was in constant touch with Mrs. Magruder. I
would have come to see you, as you know, through the winter and fall, but I understood that until
you were stronger, you preferred that your old friends should not see you in your weakened
condition. When I last talked to Mrs. Magruder, her husband had just died and she was so broken
up that I could not get any connected story from her. She has kept me informed of your condition
and promised to tell me of any developments. So I have been waiting.
She told me that you said that it bothered you to concentrate and that it would be better if we did
not trouble you until you were stronger. That is all that there is to it. Just my understanding that
you would be better off if none of these things came to your attention.
There are worlds of things to tell you about the Trail in Maine. The Conference will be held at
Katahdin next year and we are laying plans to have you there. Speed your recovery, for
everybody will want to see you.
We didn't get much out of the CCC this year. The story is too long to tell but finally I got some
difficulties straightened out and the Bridgton Camp is building three lean-tos in western Maine.
The Greenville Camp is to go out November 1st and is building a lean-to on Moxie Bald.
I intended to come down over the Trail to Monson, but at Yoke Ponds I was obliged to come out
of the woods by reason of an ulcerated eyeball which has just healed up. I am sending you under
separate cover the notes which I made on the Trail condition. It is in pretty good shape on the
whole and we plan to do a lot of work next year.
You will be interested to know what a "damned” good guesser you were. Griswold’s wife was an
actress and an English woman. She has divorced him and come back with her second husband to
stay at “B” Pond for a while and now the rumor is that she is going to marry Griswold again. Just
thought 1 would tell you so you would know how good you were about guessing about women. I
have to admit it.
Ralph York and Charlie MacDonald have sold out, and Chadwick has bought Burns and
Boudreau's place. Jesse died last spring and Joe is on the Kokadjo Road.
I have sent you some of the Letter Reports, etc. If, contrary to what I had been told before, you
want me to send you copies of the correspondence, etc., I shall be delighted to do so. When these
developments have occurred in Maine, I have missed not having you to pass the word on to.
I am telling all of your friends of the encouragement that your letter gives and you can be mighty
sure they will be delighted to hear it. We will count on your full recovery by next August and
your being at Daicey Pond.
P.S. Those Greenes are certainly a tough lot, any way you take them.
October 4, 1938. Myron Avery to Dr. Nickerson, Greenville
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Dear Nick:
The delay in replying to your most welcome letter of September 13th was due to my being
unable to see Clark before I went to Boston. I left here just after the storm and had just returned.
My talk with Clark was brief because they are terribly rushed due to the increase of CCC activity
to restore flood damage. Many old camps are being re-occupied.
The Greenville Camp is definitely through November 1st or earlier if the rearing pool projects
are finished before. But they are trying to move all the personnel with the Camp to Chatham N.H.
and still operate it as a Maine Camp. Apparently all the personnel will go with the camp unless
some difficulty intervenes. It is transfer of the camp. How this would affect you I don't know of
course and couldn't ask. But it looks like the same thing in new territory.
Clark said that the trouble with the Wilson Pond project was that it was disapproved because the
necessary right-of-way agreements could not be obtained. In view of the need for these camps in
the flood area my guess is that they are glad to move it.
This situation ought to benefit Stacey and the other civilians except they probably won't like
leaving Greenville.
I had a time with my eye. Had a bandage on it up to the 12th and some sort of grease in it until I
went to Boston. Mundle and Gilbert gave it splendid care and I certainly formed a high regard
for their ability and painstaking care. It seemed to me that they worried more than I did. The scar
tissue still interferes somewhat with full vision but that should disappear in time.
Our Trail Conference next year will be a week at Katahdin-August 18-26 at York’s Camps. I
doubt if I will he in Greenville however.
This Greenville Camp situation seems the more unfortunate for it leaves us with the impression
that it was something which could have been averted. But there are peculiar cross purposes
abroad.
I will be dropping in on you some of these days.
October 7, 1938. Helon Taylor to Miss Harlean James, 901 Union Trust Building,
Washington, D.C.
Dear Miss James:
Your letter of Sept, 22nd I was glad to receive and have been giving much consideration. It is a
great pleasure to me to think that I would be wanted at the 1939 Conference and altho August
18th 1939 is a long way away I shall try to attend if maybe for only one or two days. I think
better to wait until next summer some time before asking for the time off and then if a letter from
you will help I will let you know. I do not think it will be necessary tho as I have had very little
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time off for the last nine years. It will all depend on what is doing right then and that can not be
foretold.
We have had a bad hurricane in this section and altho I have not been over much of the trail I
expect it is in terrible shape. I cut out 59 blowdowns in a half mile on the Sugarloaf Trail today.
Thanks very kindly for the invitation and a shall hope to meet you all at the 1939 Conference.
October 7, 1938. Helon Taylor to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Yours of Oct. 4th came today and I will answer right away while I have the time. First, I have
not been to Pierce Pond to put up the signs you sent me. I have had a very busy season and have
not had time to spare. I have not been over that section of the trail at all. I saw a C.C.C. truck at
the Ledge House and Bert Spaulding told me that a crew was working out over Round Top but I
do not know how far they went.
In regard to the trail route from Pierce Pond to Bigelow Mt. I have given this matter much
thought. It does not seem necessary to keep two trails open. The Arnold Trail Route is much
more interesting and affords better accommodations. Altho it is the harder of the two to maintain
I think we should keep this route and abandon the Dead River Route. This also does away with a
side trail to the tower. It also does away with the gravel road which some of the hikers seem to
dislike. Let me know what you think of this idea.
The hurricane sure did raise heck with the A.T. in places. I cut out 59 blow downs in a half mile
on the Sugarloaf Trail today. I expect it is terrible on Round Top.
I received three of the weeders. They are sure enough a nice little tool and very simple. I find
that with a 10 inch flat file in my pocket it is a simple matter to keep them sharp.
1 would like very much to attend the 1939 Conference and will make my plans to do so if
possible. Right now things are not going so smoothly in our Department and it is hard to tell who
my boss will be next year. I think better to wait until next summer sometime before I mention the
subject. No doubt then but I may go but maybe not for a week. Would it be all right for me to
attend for one or maybe two days?
I am sure glad to hear that Walter Green is getting well again. I shall hope to see him at the
Conference. And I am sorry that you are having such a bad time with your eye. You must take
good care of it this winter and we will do the Little Bigelow section first thing in the spring.
October, 1938.
MAINE ALPINE CLUB
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Because conditions on the White Mountain trails undoubtedly are worse than in Maine, and
because we have an obligation to maintain the Baldpate section of the Appalachian Trail, I have
taken the liberty of canceling the trip to King Ravine and am asking all who can to aid in work at
Baldpate next Sunday, leaving “Y” at 7 a.m.
The main trail to the Table Rock spur and the spur trail itself have been cleared of bushes. The
problem now is to remove blowdowns. The necessary tools will be available but bring an axe if
convenient.
A survey, last Sunday, showed eight trees fallen between the lean-to and spur trail, 56 on the
spur trail, six more on Table Rock itself. Four others could be seen beyond the Table Rock trail
junction and there is no question others block the main trail beyond that point.
Probably it will be impossible to complete work on the Grafton Notch side, without touching the
Frye Brook side this trip, but it is necessary to make a start at once.
Since this maintenance job is the club’s only obligation, and since the Appalachian Trail
Conference must depend on organizations such as the MAC to keep the trails passable, I hope we
can set a good example by prompt and thorough clearing.
Women members will not be expected to wield either cross cut saws or axes but perhaps we can
find a task for them.
This is the first real appeal for help since the club was organized. If you can help us, Sunday,
please notify Mrs. Ruby Robertson, Tel. 4564-M, at once.
See Monday’s papers for notice relative to meeting scheduled for Tuesday evening, Oct. 11.
Stanley B. Attwood
President
Mrs. G. Herbert Whitney
Secretary
Frank C. Day
Leader of safari and chief axe bearer
Henry P, Judkins
Chief saw filer and setter
October 7, 1938. Alfred Edgerly, Boston, Mass., to Myron Avery
Re: Guide Book Correction
Dear Mr. Avery:
At bottom of p. 149, "Guide to Appalachian Trail in Maine", 1938 Edition, I note a serious
misstatement of fact; that is, as it applies to conditions existing today.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1938 – Compiled by David Field – Page

229

The book states:"... it (K.I.) is also accessible via the converted railroad service from
Brownville Jct."
This "converted railroad service" was abandoned several years ago.
There are now two roads leading from Brownville Jct. to K.I.;
(1) The old "highway" going in via Albro's and
(2) The privately owned road going in over the old railroad location.
As to the so-called "HIGHWAY", if--as the Guide Book states--this road "was improved for
automobile travel in 1935" (and I was privately informed that it was), no vestige of such
improvement was discernable when I passed over this road in the Fall,1937.
For a distance of about SIX MILES of its length this road is ALL BUT IMPASSABLE, even in
the dryest of weather, while a considerable proportion of the rest of its length is definitely
{dangerous} BAD. It required the most skilful of driving and no end of sheer good fortune to
enable our party to cover this six-mile stretch in just under 2 1/2 hours.
THIS ROAD SHOULD BE AVOIDED. Greasy soil, deep ruts--badly mixed, greasy ridges and
an almost continual condition of wetness--over the six-mile stretch, tells the story.
With respect to the PRIVATE ROAD, when--a few years ago, the "converted railroad service"
was abandoned, the iron and ties were removed and a fairly good single-track auto road was
constructed along the old railroad location and on into "town".
We went out over this road. Narrow, of course, and because of the deep ditches on either side of
it--and deep grass etc. growing along the ditch edges, it is often neither easy nor safe to pass
traffic coming from the opposite direction.
And because this road is principally used by very large pulp-carrying trucks, the problem of
passing is sometimes quite {dangerous} difficult indeed.
There are locked gates at both ends of this road, and each gate is guarded.
None are permitted to travel either way on this road without a PASS.
Passes are procurable from Advance Bag & Paper Co., Howland, and—probably--from Prentiss
& Carlisle, Bangor.
Also, for the outward trip--unless one has a round-trip pass, The Works Supt. and perhaps the
Clerk too, at the Company office K.I., may provide one.
I have no reason to believe that the situation in question is any different now than it was last Fall.
October 10, 1938. Myron Avery to Edward Spicer
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Dear Mr. Spicer:
I am assuming that Mr. Edgerly’s rather sharp letter is prompted by some reference to Katahdin
Iron Works and that the road difficulty is what led him to say that this is out as an August Camp
site. I am enclosing copy of a letter which I have written.
If I could venture a suggestion, I trust that you will look over the area yourself and see just what
conditions are. The road may be bad but it is obvious that it is the only method of approach for
the people in this vicinity.
If you obtain any mileage or guidebook corrections, I should be very glad to have them.
Our meeting at Boston was most enjoyable and I trust it will be an occasion which may be
repeated soon again.
October 10, 1938. {Sent Lenderking 10/10/38}
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
By
Myron H. Avery
Chairman, Board of Managers
The Appalachian Trail Conference
For its Ninth Annual meeting, The Appalachian Trail Conference has selected Katahdin, the
northern terminus of The Appalachian Trail. This selection was quite deliberate. It is in response
to the suggestions that the Conference should afford an opportunity to its members and the
delegates from constituent Clubs to become familiar with the Maine wilderness.
The locality selected is one of the most charming of Maine’s 8500 lakes. It is {at York’s Twin
Pine Camps at} Daicey Pond on The Appalachian Trail, seven miles west of the summit of
Katahdin. This is the first in the series of sporting camps, a form of hostlery distinctive to Maine,
encountered on the Trail route when one leaves Katahdin.
Katahdin is admittedly one of the most distinctive mountains in the eastern United States. Its
devotees are legion. Its extraordinary shape is due to the glacier which stood down over New
England eons ego. Its geology and arctic flora are of much interest. Its value may be summarized
by referring to the fact that its literature, as set forth in The Appalachian Trail Conference
publication, An Annotated Bibliography of Katahdin, is more extensive than any other single
mountain. So much for the Katahdin area, which needs no elaboration.
Apart from the opportunity to be at Katahdin, the 1939 Conference program has a second feature.
This is the opportunity to travel The Appalachian Trail in Maine. After the Conference, there
will be a trip of 120 miles south from Katahdin along The Appalachian Trail. This trip, leading
through the very best of the Maine wilderness, will afford an unusual opportunity to become
familiar with this section, rich in tradition as well as scenic interest.
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The story of The Appalachian Trail construction in Maine has been told in many places. In 1933
it was put through as an amateur project as far as Mt. Bigelow, a distance of 175 miles from
Katahdin. Here the route would probably have ended except for the activity of the CCC, which
improved the Trail, opened side trails, and built lean-tos along the route.
The terrain through which the Trail in Maine leads is very irregular. The mountains are
disconnected, with the result that the route presents an alteration of mountain, lake and stream,
affording very considerable variety.
The Maine Trail has one feature which is a seeming contradiction for a wilderness route. This,
however, grows out of the fact that the Maine wilderness has long been frequented by hunters
and fishermen. Practically every outstanding lake has what is known as a sporting camp, a group
of log cabins with a central dining room. This has resulted in a unique feature of the Trail in
Maine in that, by reason of the location of the sporting camps, one may find each day either on
the Trail or closely adjacent to it accommodations each night. The route for the 266 miles of
Trail across the State, either by the alternate Arnold or Dead River Routes, may be traversed in
twenty-six days.
Along this chain, for the traveler to whom camping is an indispensable part of his journey, there
is being constructed a series of lean-tos. From the Maine-New Hampshire Line to the Kennebec
River, the chain has been completed; the gap is being closed as fast as the facilities permit.
The Trail across Maine divides itself naturally into three sections. The eastern, the 120 miles
between Katahdin and the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad at Blanchard, perhaps affords the
greatest variety. Outstanding along this route are Joe Mary, White Cap, Boarstone, and the
Chairback- Barren Range, with a crestline of some 18 miles of uncut spruce and fir.
The second section from the Piscataquis River to Mt. Bigelow offers alternate routes of travel.
The Arnold Trail Route follows the laborious course blazed by Benedict Arnold on his march
through the Maine wilderness, with much suffering and privation, to attack Quebec in the dead
of winter. The story of this is graphically told in Arundel by Kenneth Roberts. Mt. Bigelow,
named for an officer of Arnold’s expedition, with its 20 miles of trail, is the second outstanding
mountain group in the State.
The nature of the terrain in the third and western section from the valley between Mt. Bigelow
and Mt. Sugarloaf, Maine's second highest mountain, is utterly different from the preceding
section. It is by far the wildest and most difficult to travel. Outstanding are Sugarloaf, Spaulding,
Abraham, Saddleback, “C“ Pond Bluff, Baldpate, Old Speck, and the peaks of the Mahoosuc
Range. The traverse of this section requires indeed very considerable labor. Gone are the lakes
and the features of the route in eastern Maine which made for easier travel.
The initial trip over The Appalachian Trail in Maine merely serves as the necessary preliminary
to acquiring a knowledge of the area which will serve for other trips. One will find favorite
sections to which he will want to return again and again. The possibility of additional trips is
unlimited.
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The Trail Conference has made the problem of the user of The Appalachian Trail in Maine very
easy through the publication of its detailed Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine. In addition
to the necessary Trail description, its generalized account of the Trail route and its features will
be of interest to anyone who wishes to know something of the outstanding regions in the eastern
Atlantic States.
The Appalachian Trail across Maine thus presents not only an unusual variety but a very real
opportunity to those who have found the other out-of-door regions in New England and in the
East a too familiar story. It is a pathway to endless woods travel.
October 11, 1938. Myron Avery to Alfred Edgerly
Dear Mr. Edgerly:
I have your letter of October 7th. We appreciate the compliment involved in your acquisition of
Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine. I note the same vigor of expression with respect to
guidebook and nomenclature matters as met Professor Sawyer’s report of the existence of a
duplicate of Elephant.
We are of course indebted to you for the comment. Personally, I do not know the Katahdin Iron
Works approach. It would seem that the misstatement is not as serious perhaps as you imply, for
we have received no comment with respect to the information contained in the last two editions.
This is merely a possible approach to the Trail and apparently not resorted to. The error would
seem to lie in the fact that the road has become worse and that we neglected to say that passes
should be obtained.
I hoped that perhaps the availability of Professor Philbrick’s very excellent map of this area--and
it is to him that we are indebted for our information--might have impressed you more than the
statement with respect to the road approach.
Copy to Mr. Spicer
October 12, 1938. Charles Berry, Yoke Pond Camps, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
Sorry to hear that your eye bothered you so long. Hope it is O.K. now. Will take care of your axe
and wheel and shoulder pads. The Bush [weeder] came yesterday to cut small bushes. I will cut
some of the bushes next season and mark the trail a little better in some places.
Little Boardman Mt. is on the same side of the trail as fox pond and fox pond is right at the foot
of Little Boardman Mt. The wind blowed a few trees down across the trail lately.
October 13, 1938. Myron Avery to Leon Brooks, Superintendent, CCC Camp, Bridgton,
Maine
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Dear Mr. Brooks:
Mr. Billings tells me that Mr. Hicks’ crew has built two lean-tos and is building a third.
I have been somewhat out of touch with the situation by reason of an eye injury which forced me
to end a trip on the Trail in Maine.
I would like very much to get an exact location of each of these lean-tos and if you could have
Mr. Hicks refer to the Guidebook and give me a diagram showing just where the structures are, it
would be of great help.
I think early in the spring I mentioned the possibility of the crews reclearing the trail on such
sections as they went over to reach the lean-tos and finishing the Little Bigelow job which was
left last year.
I have been told that the Round Top trail near the Ledge House was in very bad shape and I am
hoping that the crew was able to do something with this. I suggested in the spring that we would
supply the proper kind of tools for axes and bush hooks are not much good for that particular
growth. Were any latrines built in connection with the new lean-tos?
It will be of great help if you will let me have this information.
October 13, 1938. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor
Dear Helon:
1 am glad to have your letter of October 7th.
I have heard that the Bridgton Camp has built two lean-tos and I imagine that they are at Jerome
and Carrying Place Brook, and that they are working on the third. I hope that this means
Spaulding Mountain.
I had wondered how the hurricane affected the Trail. 1 had thought that perhaps we would be out
of its reach but apparently there is a great deal of damage done.
I note that you feel that we would be just as well off to abandon the Dead River Route. If it had
not been for the shelter on Cold Stream, we might have done this when the Arnold Trail Route
was first put through. We waited, however, to see how the travel was going and it is quite
apparent that most people are using the Arnold Trail route. It will mean, if we abandon it, that
the markers will have to be knocked off and black paint put over the white paint blazes after we
make a definite announcement that it will be abandoned.
In the publication of the Conference, which is referred to in the enclosed Letter Report and
which will probably appear in January, we will refer to this and see what comments we get and
then by next spring we can take some definite action. It will mean quite a lot of work for me in
the way of rewriting the guidebook and changing the maps, but if it makes things simpler all
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around, it will be to our advantage. Our maintenance problems are going to be considerable and
this will help on that score.
I am interested to note that you find the weeders useful tools. We rate them very highly down
here for use on the summer growth.
There will be no need for you to broach the matter of coming to the Conference until you find it
convenient to do so. I will ask the Reservations Committee to keep space for you. I hope it will
be possible for you to put in the full week, for I think you would enjoy the trips and if my
recollection is correct, you have never been to Katahdin. It would be perhaps a busman's holiday,
but we would like to have you there for the entire time. If you cannot make that, it will, of course,
be all right for you to attend as long as you possibly can. We thought by having you know long
in advance, you could make plans accordingly, which you probably could have, except for the
particular situation which you mention.
My eye is fairly well back to normal now. I am counting on doing the Little Bigelow section the
first thing in the spring.
P.S. I hope that Hicks' crew cut out some of the growth on the Round Top trail. I asked them to
do so early in the spring and offered to supply weeders but have not heard anything from them.
October 13, 1938. George Fernald, Counsel, Boston & Albany Railroad, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:I find that I have a hearing before the Maritime Commission on Monday, at ten o’clock, which I
assume will take all the morning. If you are at liberty, after the hearing I shall be glad to have
you go to lunch with me. I assume your office is in the same building where I have the hearing
and I will call at your office as soon as I am free.
October 13, 1938. Myron Avery to George T. Carlisle, c/o Prentiss and Carlisle, Bangor,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Carlisle:
Having in mind that the old Katahdin Iron Works records are in your possession, I am venturing
to trouble you with an inquiry with respect to the approaches to Katahdin Iron Works. I am
enclosing a copy of a letter which I have received with respect to the approaches from
Brownville Junction.
I have never been at Katahdin Iron Works and I thought that perhaps I might obtain more exact
information as to the situation from you. I would particularly like to know the present condition
of the road and whether or not, if you know, there is any intention of improving the road via
Albro.
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1 am also sending you two prints of the maps from the Maine Guidebook and it would help if
you could note on these maps any changes in the road approaches.
As you have our 1938 Guidebook, you will be able to turn readily to the appropriate section.
I shall greatly appreciate any information which you can give me in this connection.
October 13, 1938. Wm. H. Myshrall, White House Camps, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
Rec’d. your letter and glad to hear from you—so sorry about your eye. Hope it’s all fine again by
this time.
Now in regards to cleaning the trail as you spoke of in your letter, would say can’t do it this Fall
as one boy has gone to work elsewhere’s and am getting ready for trapping season. In the spring
will write you again about this when I have time and I feel it’s worth more than $5.00 to have it
done right. When out hunting I’ll look it over more thoroly.
Family all send our best to you.
October 14, 1938. Myron Avery to Professor Leland M. Goodrich, Brown University,
Providence, Rhode Island
Dear Chauncy:
I am sending you an enlargement of your prints. I am not quite sure of the exactness of some of
these labels and if we have any of them wrong, would you return them to us.
{Am sending a set for 1937 In the Maine Woods.} {See letter Sept. 16, 1938, to Smith, B&A
R.R.}
October 14, 1938. Stanley B. Attwood to Myron Avery
Friend Myron:
I have already written you about the Goose-Eye trail. No need to revise description yet.
Old Speck trail not badly blocked by blowdown's. New trail down over the ledges and back into
main trail at warden's cabin reported to be very good. Is blazed in red.
We cleaned Baldpate trail from Grafton Notch to a point a mile above Table Rock spur. Beyond
that nothing serious until about a half mile above old dam on Frye brook where there are ten
which must be cut out.
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Judkins mowed all bushes from Grafton Notch to spur and beyond. I mowed all on spur trail.
Last Sunday 18 of us did a thorough job on Table Rook spur trail which is now in A-l shape—
cleared, new blue blazes, new sign as requested by Blood. We also cut and blazed a short spur
trail from the rock to a point below from which the overhang can be seen.
We are to put up a new sign at foot of Old Speck trail, next spring, showing mileages to all peaks
on trail, shelters, ponds, with elevations. Peaks will be in black paint, ponds in blue, shelters in
red. Speck pond shelter, e.g., will be blue and red. Full Goose shelter red. Etc.
We sat in the Grafton Notch lean-to last Saturday evening and Judkins announced it was his 70th
birthday. He can still do more work than any of us. We turned in at 7:30, woke up at 10:30, built
up the fire and sat in the moonlight until 1 a.m. Surely a wonderful night to look out over Old
Speck.
Forest fire reported tonight in Sawyer's Notch. Don't know whether it will get to the trail or not
but may learn later.
I can't give you any information on the rest of the AT. Prof. Sawyer says he hates to start over
the 40 mile section he has taken over.
The WPA is sending 400 men to Maine. Inasmuch as they are green, are unused to this work (or
perhaps any work) I will be surprised if they accomplish much. Too bad we haven't all the CCC
camps.
Thanks for the Gorham advance sheet.
We used a good story on conference. There is no knowing whether or not I can get there. I can't
pick my vacations to suit myself and if more than one wants the same dates we have to draw for
them.
Did you get the Journal Magazine article dealing with the guidebook?
Generally speaking, hurricane damage was on south and east sides, particularly in poplar, birch,
pine. None in scrub. Don't believe there were more than 30 on entire 7.2 miles of Baldpate trail.
October 15, 1938. Myron Avery to Ralph E. Billings
Dear Mr. Billings:
I presume that you have seen the announcements of the coming Trail Conference which is to be
held at Katahdin in 1939. I appreciate that it is very early to think of CCC activities for 1939 and
that conditions may be very much changed by next summer. However, I thought it might be
desirable to mention to you at this time something which I had very much in mind. While we are
making good progress through our constituent organizations and individuals in keeping the Trail
work done and the route open, naturally we are most anxious that the outing clubs from all
sections of the east and the Trail Conference members should see the Maine Trail in as good
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condition as possible in order that it may form a favorable impression. This will be the initial trip
for so many people. I wanted to tell you of this situation, so that, if there was any possible
method of utilizing any CCC activity on the Trail, you would have it in mind and could make
recommendations accordingly.
I shall discuss this matter with Mr. Fechner's office and the Forest Service here, but of course,
the projects have to be initiated in the State and that was why I wished to ask you to bear the
situation in mind in this connection.
I appreciate that the Greenville Camp is a thing of the past and that probably all the help would
have to come from the Bridgeton Camp. This would mean that the area to be worked on would
be between the Kennebec and the New Hampshire Line.
It occurs to me that it would not only be entirely proper but entirely essential to have a toilet and
garbage pit built in connection with each shelter. This has not been done. The Forest Service
regulations in this respect are quite strict. It would seem to me that a distinct project could be set
up for the Bridgton Camp of building the toilets and outhouses which would afford an
opportunity to remedy the faulty construction of some of the roofs and to do some incidental jobs
which were overlooked at the time the shelters were put up. In connection with this, the crew on
the shelter could get some incidental trail clearing done. You may recall that I wrote you last
spring and said that we could supply the special type of tool needed for removing summer
growth.
As I have said, I appreciate that conditions are very uncertain, but since the recommendations in
the first instance come from Augusta, I wanted to have these specific suggestions before you for
consideration.
I shall appreciate greatly your keeping me advised of any developments. I have written Mr.
Brooks to ask specifically where the new shelters were built.
I have recovered from my disability but find considerable to do in the way of making up for lost
time.
October 17, 1938. Robert Hicks, South Paris, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
In reply to your letter about the shelters on the trail, I am glad to report that four have been
completed. The first at Pierce Pond is located about ½ mile above Sterling’s on the shore at the
upper end of the Basin so-called. Water is found near the shelter. Logs were plentiful also cedar
for shingles and a very good shelter was the result of our efforts.
Spaulding Mt. Lean-to is located at the spring in the plan shown us by Mr. Taylor.
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Jerome Brook shelter is just across the brook—north—from the direction of Ledge House. This
shelter was completed on the day of the hurricane, after four days of steady rain. This shelter is
covered with cedar splits.
The shelter at East Carry Pond is ¼ mile south of Carrying Place Stream, 100 yds. off the trail on
the lake shore. We spent more than two hours searching for a location where enough trees could
be found. This area has been stripped of soft wood of any size; however we built a very good
shelter in the most pleasing location of any south of the Kennebec. We found cedar for the roof.
The last three shelters have a log brace in the center of the rafters extending from the back log to
the ridge pole. I feel quite sure the roofs will stand the snow.
I was given only five men and a driver, part of the men not experienced and time did not permit
the building of out houses at this time. Fire places were built and brush near by was cleaned up.
Trail work was confined to clearing the way in from the highway.
Quite a number of trees were cut near Carry Pond, as a result of the blow down, no doubt a great
many are down along the trail in other places. That will mean much labor in clearing next
summer.
{Copy Billings, Stubbs, Greene, Taylor, Attwood, Hunt}
October 18, 1938. Washington Planograph Co. to Appalachian Trail Conference
25 copies of 8 plates of former job 8121 MAPS

$32.00

October 18, 1938. Arthur T. Spring, Treasurer, Fred L. Tower Companies, Publishers of
The Maine Register, Portland City Directory, and Arrow Street Guide
Dear Sir:
You may know our company as the publishers of the Maine Register, which has been issued
almost since the time Maine became a State.
We are at work on a new publication to be known as the MAINE ARROW GUIDE, and which
will be on sale throughout the State at 75¢. We are desirous of having a section covering the
various mountain trails in the State, townships organized and unorganized through which they
pass, and such places of interest, scenic or historic, seen along the way.
It occurs to me that you might be interested in having this incorporated in our book. If you can
prepare such a section for us, we shall be glad to publish it without charge.
We are enclosing a circular descriptive of the publication, the last page of which gives you a
sample showing treatment given the various cities and towns throughout the State.
October 18, 1938. Edward Spicer, AMC 1938 August Camp Committee, to Myron Avery
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Dear Avery:
Thanks for your letter of the 10th with enclosures.
I may be able to soften Fred Edgerly’s letter by explaining that besides having an unfortunate
unyielding formality, he is also a sick man, has a sicker wife and in financial difficulties. I value
him as a friend though not always agree with him.
I am still gathering information concerning Maine and the Adirondacks—although I doubt if we
go to the latter next year.
Southeastern Maine is running strong with several of the Committee, but if we want a wilderness
camp it looks like the Iron Works or Bodfish farm.
Fred’s position to me is that the Iron Works are too difficult for our “soft” campers who make up
about 60 to 70% of our party.
I will keep you posted of developments.
October 19, 1938. Stanley B. Attwood to Myron Avery
Friend Myron:
Am sending Guide Book article under separate cover. As for the conference story, haven’t been
able to locate in the files myself.
Instead of telling Wight about the Old Speck side trail blaze color, will try to have them painted
over another year.
You ask for the Table Rock description for guide book. No change is necessary in description of
trail itself as the length is unchanged. There should be added:
From the left (south) side of the rock a 100 foot blue blazed trail leads to a look-out from
which the clearly chiseled overhang of Table Rock is visible.
I swore off mountain climbing last week and went to the Army-Harvard game. Best I’ve seen in
15 years.
Next Sunday we do two small peaks in Oxford county (Hartford) without trail. They are Ragged
Jack and Saddleback.
October 19, 1938. Myron Avery to William H. Myshrall, White House Camps
Dear Mr. Myshrall:
I had begun to wonder if my letter to you had gone astray.
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The work which I outlined in my other letter would have been sufficient to care for the minor
problems on the Trail. It is really, on the whole, in very good condition and the two days on that
three miles would have put the thing in first-class shape. I was anxious to have this done
immediately, so that any traveler coming after myself would have the benefit of it. In fact, if I
could have spared the time, I could have readily attended to this on my own. We did not have in
mind, and there was no need for the sort of job which your letter refers to. The Conference funds
are decidedly limited and have to be spread out over a large area. I had thought that my letter
would reach you at a slack season and that one of the boys would be available for this.
Perhaps you had in mind that we were asking for work on the blue-blazed side trail. That is
entirely up to you, for we do not spend any Conference funds to maintain the side trails to the
camps. As a matter of fact, if the report gets about that this is overgrown and a mean trail to
travel, it will decrease the camp patronage, so I should think it would be decidedly to your
advantage, whenever there was an opportunity, to improve this somewhat, You probably know
that Mr. Potter mows, every year, at his own expense, the trail from Potaywadjo Ridge to Church
Pond, The people who come to the camp appreciate the attention which his trails receive.
We shall be writing you in a short time about the arrangements for our big trip next year.
I hope that I have made the situation clear and that you will appreciate that you do stand to
benefit by the improved condition of the trail and that you can cooperate with us in the way that I
first outlined, which will take care of the problems, rather than trying to persuade us to undertake
a major job. As to the blue-blazed trail, as I have said, this is entirely up to you.
Changing the subject, I got over my eye injury about a couple of weeks ago but it certainly put
an end to my trip.
With best regards to all of your family,
October 20, 1938. Newspaper clipping
District Ranger, Henry C. Waldo announced Friday that two four man crews are at work clearing
away damage done to trails by the hurricane in White Mountain National Forest. Oscar Biron of
Gorham is foreman of a crew at work in north Kilkenny district, and the Israel river locality.
They are clearing 120 miles of trails, and will have them passable in two more weeks. Bernard
Thompson, another foreman from Gorham is at work with his crew at Wild river clearing about
the same number of miles.
Kilkenny telephone lines have been connected and telephone to Mt. Cabot lookout restored.
Friday crews are working on restoration of the Wild river telephone starting at Shelburne. A
week ago the first telephone was restored to Carter Dome lookout station. Fifteen C. C. C. youths
under direction of Foreman Killoughry have been cleaning debris and fallen trees from Dolly
Copp Camp Ground and the B-Road through the Camp Ground and on the side of Mt. Madison.
October 20, 1938. Myron Avery to Fred L. Tower Companies, Portland, Maine
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Gentlemen:
I have your letter of October 18, 1938.
I am sorry to say that I am not familiar with your publication. Your letter does not, however,
furnish much information as to the scope of the material you are soliciting from me. I should
think that some description of the Appalachian Trail in Maine would be an essential part of your
guide.
For the material available I suggest you see the last issue of "In the Maine Woods” (Bangor and
Aroostook Railroad), and the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine (Maine Publicity Bureau).
I have sent to you under separate cover a generally descriptive article or booklet on the Trail in
Maine. If you will examine these publications and write me more specifically as to the extent of
space and time limit I shall be glad to discuss the matter with you.
The last sentence of the third paragraph of your letter is a somewhat naive approach.
October 20, 1938. Myron Avery to Everett F. Greaton, Maine Development Commission
Dear Mr. Greaton:
The newspaper item of the release with respect to the 1939 Trail Conference is another tribute to
the effectiveness of the news items from the Maine Publicity Commission. We learned of its
appearance in many sources.
I am enclosing a release issued by the Department of Interior and the Department of Agriculture,
which is of particular interest to hikers. It sets aside in the federally owned lands a strip of land
two miles wide and some 700 miles in length, devoted solely to the interests of hikers, in which
there are to be no paralleling roads or other incompatible development. It is a unique recreational
area in that it is solely devoted to hikers. In view of the fact that the Trail does not traverse any
federally owned lands in Maine, it perhaps does not have so much local interest as in other
localities, but you might wish to make use of it in the Maine newspapers, tying it in with the 266
miles of Appalachian Trail in Maine. The Park and Forest Services are not releasing this item
until October 30th, so of course it cannot be used until that time.
We shall be getting out our detailed Conference announcements within the next two months.
P.S. The other material which I enclose for a release summarizes the CCC work for the summer
and of course is of more local interest. I trust that use can be made of both, however.
October 20, 1938. Washington Planograph Co. to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
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We are enclosing Invoice 9455 in duplicate, rebilled to the Appalachian Trail Conference, in
accordance with your request by telephone today, and we are also enclosing a statement in
duplicate of the account thru this date.
October 20, 1938. Washington Planograph Co. to Appalachian Trail Conference
Date
Sep 30
Oct 18
Oct 20

Description
Balance
Maps
Credit by check on books

Charges
32.00
25.00

Credits

Balance
267.53
274.53

Note: Present balance on Maps
162.50
Present balance on books
112.03
{See statement dated Sept. 30, 1938 in this file.}
October 20, 1938. {Sent Miss Reid 10/20/38} For Appalachia, December 1938 issue
NEW SHELTERS ON THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
Detailed information as to developments along the route of the Appalachian Trail is contained in
APPALACHIAN TRAILWAY NEWS (issued for The Appalachian Trail Conference, 901
Union Trust Building, Washington, D.C.; $.20), but it will be of interest to APPALACHIA
readers, however, to know that a crew from the Bridgton CCC Camp under Foreman Robert W,
Hicks built this summer 4 lean-tos in western Maine. One was on Spaulding Mtn. The others
were on the alternate Arnold Trail route at Jerome Brook, East Carry Pond and Pierce Pond,
respectively. This completes the chain of lean-tos on the Appalachian Trail from the Maine-New
Hampshire Line east to Moxie Mtn. On this section there are now 17 lean-tos (including the 3
A.M.C. lean-tos on the Mahoosuc Range) along 133 miles of through Appalachian Trail.
From west to east these structures are: Carlo Col, Full Goose, Speck Pond, Grafton Notch, Frye
Brook, Squirrel Rock, Elephant Mtn., Sabbath Day Pond, Piazza Rock, Saddleback Mtn.,
Spaulding, Sugarloaf, Horns Pond (2), Bigelow Col, Jerome Brook, East Carry Pond and Pierce
Pond.
This leaves a gap of 96 miles between Moxie Mtn. and Nahmakanta Lake in Maine, where
structures are still required to complete the lean-to chain across Maine. For the non-camping
hiker, as is set forth in detail in GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, there are
available public accommodations in the form of sporting camps, etc. which permit the traverse of
Maine’s 266 miles of Appalachian Trail in 26 days. Thus progress is being made in the
completion of the dual system of shelters across Maine In the form of lean-tos and of public
accommodations.
MYRON H. AVERY
October 21. 1938. {Sent Greaton 10/21}
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Everett F. Greaton, Executive Secretary of the Maine Development Commission, announces that
he has been advised by Myron H. Avery, Chairman of The Appalachian Trail Conference, of
further developments in the way of providing further facilities for traversing along the Trail in
Maine.
A crew from the Bridgton CCC Camp under Foreman Robert H. Hicks built this summer 4 leantos in western Maine. One was on Spaulding Mtn. The others were on the alternate Arnold Trail
route at Jerome Brook, East Carry Pond and Pierce Pond, respectively. This completes the chain
of lean-tos on the Appalachian Trail from the Maine-New Hampshire Line east to Moxie Mtn.
On this section there are now 17 lean-tos (including the 3 A.M.C. lean-tos on the Mahoosuc
Range) along 133 miles of through Appalachian Trail.
From west to east these structures are: Carlo Col, Full Goose, Speck Pond, Grafton Notch, Frye
Brook, Squirrel Rock, Elephant Mtn., Sabbath Day Pond, Piazza Rock, Saddleback Mtn.,
Spaulding, Sugarloaf, Horns Pond (2), Bigelow Col, Jerome Brook, East Carry Pond and Pierce
Pond.
This leaves a gap of 96 miles between Moxie Mtn. and Nahmakanta Lake in Maine where
structures are still required to complete the lean-to chain across Maine. For the non-camping
hiker, as is set forth in detail in GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, there are
available public accommodations in the form of sporting camps, etc., which permit the traverse
of Maine’s 266 miles of Appalachian Trail in 26 days. Thus progress is being made in the
completion of the dual system of shelters across Maine In the form of lean-tos and of public
accommodations.
October 21, 1938. Ben [Boynton?] to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
I got your letter that you wrote a month or so ago in regards to doing some work on the Trail. It
is getting pretty late to do anything this fall but we will do it in the spring. We got the tool that
you sent and I think it is going to work O.K. I have a lot of traps set now and it takes about all of
my time taking care of them. You said the Beaver were doing some blowing the Trail out in
Prentiss Valley. Will you report to Penobscot Development Co. about them doing damage on
Township 1 Range 11 and send in another to the Great Northern about T2 R11 that will take in
the trail going to Rainbow. If you will do that it will help me to get it open and do away with
them. I got my pads you send and these are a great help. Thanks a lot
October 23, 1938. Bruce Beach, Ardmore, Penn., to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
My delay in answering your letter has not been entirely due to neglect. As you will notice from
the above address we have changed our location; that fact, together with the multitude of
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activities which take my attention at this time of the year, have made me fall down on
correspondence obligations. My sincere apology!
You certainly had your misfortunes on the Trail after our wonderful days together. I am anxious
to hear how the injury to your eyes has improved, and hope that it has healed completely by this
time. From what you say in your letter the condition of the Trail below Rainbow Lake must be
pretty bad. The marshy stretch below the West Branch was bad enough; in fact, I wondered
(particularly as I hiked back to York's after leaving you) if it would be wise some day to try to
relocate the trail on higher ground, and thus avoid some of those poor spots. I have not studied
the topography of that particular section enough to know whether or not it is feasible.
When we arrived back at camp after our trip I told Mr. Friedman about the plans for the
Conference at Katahdin next summer, and he seemed quite willing to find some way to avoid the
overlapping of our trip with your group at the campsite on Nesourdnahunk. He also seemed
pleased that you had invited me to attend the Conference, and I sincerely hope that I will be able
to do so. Next season, when we begin to discuss trip plans, we will keep all of this in mind.
I appreciate the material you sent; it does not look as if I will be able to join any of your trips this
fall, but will be thinking of you, and wishing I could be along. Within the next few days I plan to
put into shape an article for "In the Maine Woods." Will get your approval, before submitting it.
If and when you do get to Philadelphia, telephone me (Ardmore 1383-R) and we will get
together. You have a standing invitation to visit us. Please don't fail.
I will not forget the pleasant days in your company, and appreciate the opportunity of becoming
acquainted with the great work you are doing.
October 24, 1938

LETTER REPORT NO. 12
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE
901 Union Trust Building
Washington, D.C.

To the Board of Managers of The Appalachian Trail Conference:
In my Reports of December 15, 1937, and May 2, 1938, I summarized the developments, since
the 1937 Conference, in the matter of the “Appalachian Trailway". I am very glad to be able to
report that the Trailway agreement has been signed by the National Park and Forest Services and
is now in full force and effect. I am attaching a copy of the agreement to this Report. I am sure
that it will be of much interest to you.
This agreement represents a very distinct forward step in our ultimate goal of preserving and
perpetuating the route of The Appalachian Trail. The next step will be to attempt to add the State
preserves to this category and we have begun negotiations with the various State authorities for
this purpose. It can be anticipated that this stage will require some considerable time. The next
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step then will be the diminishing of the extent of holdings outside of those publicly owned,
through, wherever possible, inducing the purchase by either the State or the Federal agencies of
such connecting areas around the Trail as it may be possible to acquire. In several States already
the suggestion of a ridge-top preserve along the route of the Trail, as a State preserve, has
received favorable comment from State authorities. We realize that such an approval is, of course,
a long ways from the execution of the objective.
The present situation means that at least 40% of the Trail has been given a protective status. It
illustrates the conservation policy of the Trail Conference in a very real accomplishment. We
want to give this development considerable publicity. I am asking each member of the Board to
take upon himself this responsibility in two particulars. One is to see that it is fully announced in
the publication of the organization with which he is connected, and secondly, that it receive
publicity in the local papers. For the convenience of the Board, I enclose a form of newspaper
release which can be altered to fit the particular circumstances.
In the last analysis, however, the effectiveness of this agreement is going to depend upon the
energy and the initiative of the individual members of the Board. It is up to you to keep fully
advised as to what is going on in the Trailway area in your district. It is obviously impossible for
those of us in Washington to be fully aware of any encroachment, or development, in every
section of the. country, which may be in violation of the terms of the Trailway agreement.
Members of the Board must, therefore, be vigilant to report any such encroachments in order to
enable us to deal effectively with the matter. If there occur within the National Forests or Parks
developments in violation of the Trailway agreement, the responsibility is that of the Board.
There are a number of points about the agreement as to which I would like to make comment. It
will be appreciated that the problems in the Park Service and the Forest Service are entirely
distinct. In the Forest Service there are separate branches and uses of the Forest--the theory of
multiple use. No use in the Forest has exclusive right of way over the other interests and these
factors have to be considered. They explain some of the terms of the Trailway agreement.
It will be noted that the Trailway has been given a specific width of one mile on each side of the
Trail, making a total width of 2 miles for the Trailway. This provision, defining the extent of the
area, was inserted by the Forest Service but rather than being a limitation, I feel that it will be
most decidedly to our advantage with respect to any proposed development adjacent to the Trail.
The reason for the qualification, of "where it descends into the main valleys" was the thought on
the part of the Forest Service that, in some areas, such as the Green Mountains, it might be
necessary to construct some approach road. If this became necessary, in many instances the Trail
route could be changed so as to be a distance of a mile away from the road. This restriction
applies only to "main valleys". In practice, we expect little difficulty with this provision.
The reservation in this section, as to logging, is not a general qualification but applies only to
restricted areas as are "under management for the production of timber". Specifically, there may
be such areas along the Trail; I know of none, and obviously they would only be in the valleys.
In any event, there will be no lumber cutting within 200 feet of the Trail. The last clause of
Section 1 was inserted to take care of the situation of where it might be necessary to remove
diseased or falling trees, such as an infected white pine or an elm with the Dutch elm disease.
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The Forest Service felt that this qualification was necessary to avoid any suggestion that it had
violated the agreement in removing the tree for some other purpose than timber production. In
view of the fact that the Forest Service regulations require disposal of slash, etc., and the mode
under which selected cutting is done, we do not anticipate any practical difficulty, even in the
areas under management for the production of timber.
It will be noted that, in Article 1, it is specifically stated that this agreement does not affect the
"location of the Blue Ridge Parkway” (not the Trail relocation, however). This express exception,
inserted in the final draft, merely sets forth the situation with respect to the scope of the
agreement which had been understood throughout its discussion. (The conflict between the
Parkway and Trail route exists only in southern Virginia where the Parkway will be practically
completed next year. It will be recalled that the P.W.A, authorization for this Parkway, at our
request, was amended to require relocation of the Trail where interfered with by the Parkway.
Except in the Pedlar District of the George Washington National Forest, the Parkway route
traverses privately owned lands where the right-of-way is acquired by the State of Virginia. The
relocations in the sections where the Parkway has been built have been deferred to gain the
advantage of the wider area in which the relocated trail can be placed farther away from the
Parkway through pending further acquisitions of right-of-way by Virginia. For the remaining
sections of the Parkway, the Conference has requested the relocation in advance of construction,
to avoid existing difficulties. These matters are being actively pressed by the Conference.) The
reason why the Trailway Agreement cannot apply, as such, to the Parkway is: as to the Park
Service, the projected route of the Drive is not on Park Service lands; as to the Forest Service, by
the statute creating the Parkway, Congress has removed from the Forest Service any control over
the route location.
Section 2 provides, where possible, a relocation of the Trail. There are some sections, such as in
the Shenandoah National Park, where a relocation as a whole a mile away from the road would
carry the Trail down into the valley and be obviously impracticable. Considerable relocation is
required in the Chattahoochee Forest in Georgia. Every member of the Board should study his
particular district and send to me, in order to take up with the Forest Service, specific suggestions
for material relocations.
Section 4 is in keeping with the shelter program worked out with the individual Foresters and set
forth in my letter of January, 1938. It means that each member of the Board should keep in
constant touch with the Forest, where his interests lie, until the shelter program has been
completed.
Section 7, the termination agreement, requiring six months before it is put into operation, is
customary in connection with these inter-departmental agreements.
It will be appreciated that some of the restrictions were necessary as safeguards in that the exact
situation in every locality traversed by the Trail was not known. It may be possible to relax some
of these restrictions in the future.
I should be very remiss if I did not acknowledge, in this connection, the indebtedness of the
Conference to “Class D” Member, Edward B. Ballard, who is also Associate Field coordinator of
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the National Park Service. This program, it will be recalled from the Proceedings of the
Conference, was Mr. Ballard’s and the agreement arrived at is in line with his suggestions. I also
should acknowledge, for the Conference, our indebtedness to Acting Forester C. R. Granger,
whose cooperation and broad view in these matters resulted in the solution of problems which
had delayed the execution of this agreement. The Conference is also indebted to Mr. Robert
Marshall, Chief of the Division of Recreation, of the Forest Service, for his assistance in
obtaining this agreement.
The areas subject to The Appalachian Trailway Agreement are:
New Hampshire - White Mountain National Forest
Vermont - Green Mountain National Forest
Virginia -Shenandoah National Park
George Washington National Forest
Jefferson National Forest
Tennessee - Cherokee National Forest
North Carolina - Pisgah National Forest
North Carolina-Tennessee - Great Smoky Mountains National Park
North Carolina - Nantahala National Forest
Georgia - Chattahoochee National Forest

99 m.
55 m.
83 m.
68 m.
85 m.
55 m.
45 m.
70 m.
54 m.
85 m.
704 m.

In transmitting the executed Trailway Agreement to The Appalachian Trail Conference, the
United States Forest Service wrote:
“Copies of this document are being sent to the Regional Foresters at Washington, D.C.
and Atlanta, Georgia, for their information, together with a letter requesting that they give
the matter their earnest attention,
We hope that substantial progress may be made on this project, since we believe that The
Appalachian Trailway is a very important recreation feature of the Appalachian
Mountains, and that its completion and improvement is very desirable. The Regional
Foresters will appreciate any suggestions which you have for improvement of this
Trailway and it is suggested that you correspond directly with them concerning any work
which you feel should be done.”
At the risk of being repetitious, I wish to say in concluding that the success or failure of this
Agreement is the responsibility of the Board. It is important that we not fail in our first step of
publicizing the Appalachian Trailway. Please send to the Conference at 901 Union Trust
Building, Washington, D. C., for our scrap book records, any articles in your Bulletin or
otherwise, which you succeed in having published in this connection.
The 1939 Appalachian Trail Conference
The l939-Appalachian Trail Conference, as voted by the Board, is to be held at York's Twin Pine
Camps at Daicey Pond on The Appalachian Trail, 7 miles west of the summit of Katahdin. The
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program of this Conference will be different from the other Appalachian Trail Conference
sessions in its informal and semi-camping nature. It will consist of a week at Katahdin, with, in
addition to the two days of Conference sessions, trips to Double top, Sentinel Mountain, a twoday excursion over Katahdin to Chimney Pond, and along The Appalachian Trail to the
Penobscot West Branch. This part of the program will occupy the period of August 18 to August
26. Thereafter there will be a trip over The Appalachian Trail in Maine from Daicey Pond to
either Berry’s Yoke Pond Camps or to the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad at Blanchard,
depending upon the time available for each participant. This will occupy the period of August
27- to September 5.
Within the next two months a detailed announcement containing full information as to the
Conference will be sent to The Appalachian Trail Conference mailing list.
The ninth meeting of The Appalachian Trail Conference, in affording an opportunity to visit the
Katahdin region and travel The Appalachian Trail in Maine, should afford a unique opportunity
for Conference officers, members, and delegates of constituent clubs.
The Appalachian Trailway News
Progress is being made with the publication of "Appalachian Trailway News", reported in Letter
Report No. 11. This, it will be recalled, is to be a "sample” issue of a publication designed
primarily for those interested in The Appalachian Trail project in reporting progress and
developments along the Trail route. The material has been assembled.
It is expected that the issue will be sent out in the early part of 1939.
Appalachian Trail Developments
A resume of all developments on The Appalachian Trail during 1938 will be contained in the
forthcoming issue of Trailway News previously referred to in this Report. It will be of interest,
however, to know that a detail from the Bridgton CCC Camp under Foreman Robert W. Hicks
built this summer four lean-tos in western Maine.
One was on Spaulding Mtn. The others were on the alternate Arnold Trail route at Jerome Brook,
East Carry Pond and Pierce Pond, respectively. This completes the chain of lean-tos on the
Appalachian Trail from the Maine-New Hampshire Line east to Moxie Mtn. On this section
there are now 17 lean-tos (including the 3 A.M.C. lean-tos on the Mahoosuc Range) along 133
miles of through Appalachian Trail.
From west to east these structures are: Carlo Col, Full Goose, Speck Pond, Grafton Notch, Frye
Brook, Squirrel Rock, Elephant Mtn., Sabbath Day Pond, Piazza Rock, Saddleback Mtn.,
Spaulding, Sugarloaf, Horns Pond (2), Bigelow Col, Jerome Brook, East Carry Pond and Pierce
Pond.
This leaves a gap of 96 miles between Moxie Mtn. and Nahmakanta Lake in Maine, where
structures are still required to complete the lean-to chain across Maine. For the non-camping
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hiker, as is set forth in detail in GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, there are
available public accommodations in the form of sporting camps, etc. which permit the traverse of
Maine’s 266 miles of Appalachian Trail in 26 days. Thus progress is being made in the
completion of the dual system of shelters across Maine In the form of lean-tos and of public
accommodations.
Myron H. Avery
Chairman, Board of Managers,
The Appalachian Trail Conference,
901 Union Trust Building,
Washington, D.C.
MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN
THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
and
THE UNITED STATES FOREST SERVICE
for the Promotion of
THE APPALACHIAN TRAILWAY
WHEREAS, the Appalachian Trail is recognized as a regional project involving specialized
forms of recreational land use; and
WHEREAS, Certain portions of the Trail traverse public lands under the separate jurisdictions of
the National Park Service and the United States Forest Service; and
WHEREAS, The Federal Government is committed to the policy of fostering and promoting
recreation in the public interest; and
WHEREAS, it is the desire of the respective Services to cooperate with the Appalachian Trail
Conference and with the States through which the Trail passes in its protection and perpetuation;
NOW, THEREFORE, The National Park Service and the United States Forest Service do hereby
mutually agree to carry out the following program, looking towards the creation of the
Appalachian Trailway, insofar as consistent with their established policies, and subject to
appropriate authority under Acts of Congress and the availability of funds therefor;
I
To designate a zone, extending for a minimum width of one mile on each side of those portions
of the Appalachian Trail which pass through areas under their separate jurisdictions, except in
those localities where it descends into the main valleys within which zone there will be
constructed no new paralleling routes for the passage of motorized transportation and no
developments which in the judgment of the administering agency are incompatible with 'the
existence of said zone: Provided that this agreement shall not be construed to affect the location
of the Blue Ridge Parkway; Provided, further, that this shall not prevent logging and the
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construction of logging roads not open to the general public where the trail crosses areas under
management for the production of timber; Provided, further, that within 200 feet of the trail no
cutting primarily for timber production will take place.
II
To relocate wherever desirable and as rapidly as the agencies administering the land have
available funds which can be devoted to these purposes and are not necessary for work of higher
priority, and after agreement with the Appalachian Trail Conference, those portions of the
Appalachian Trail which lie within one mile of paralleling routes for the passage of motorized
transportation.
III
To maintain as well as available funds permit all other portions of the Appalachian Trail which
pass through areas under their separate jurisdictions.
IV
To develop and maintain campsites with simple fireplace, water, sanitation and in most cases
lean-to or other simple shelter facilities along or near the route of the Appalachian Trail
wherever it passes through areas under their separate jurisdictions, and to locate such facilities so
that they will be not more than a comfortable day's journey apart.
V
To cooperate with the several States and their political subdivisions in the gradual extension of
public holdings along the general route of the Appalachian Trail, wherever the most justifiable
forms of land use indicate such acquisition to be desirable, and as rapidly as the agencies
administering the land have available funds which can be devoted to these purposes and are not
necessary for work of higher priority.
VI
To encourage the acquisition of scenic easements along the Appalachian Trail or land use
regulation through rural zoning, whichever appears to be the more feasible and economical
means of protecting the scenic values of those portions of the Trailway which are not in public
ownership.
VII
It is understood and agreed that this understanding may be terminated or modified in whole or in
part upon six months' advance notice in writing given by either party hereto, to the other.
Signed this l6th day of October, 1938,
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By ARNO B. CAMMERER
Director, National Park Service
By C. L. FORSLING
Acting Chief, U. S. Forest Service.
October 24, 1938. Arthur T. Spring, Treasurer, Fred L. Tower Companies, to Myron
Avery
Dear Sir:
I have your letter of October 20. The Arrow Guide is a new publication which will appear for the
first time in the early part of 1939, and, if all plans materialize, we will have the books on sale at
the Sportsmens shows in Boston and New York.
Inasmuch as the Arrow Guide will coordinate in one volume the various guides, maps, etc. now
out, we agree with you that a description of the Appalachian trail in Maine is essential.
I am sending you herewith a sample dummy which I will ask that you kindly return after it has
served your purpose. You will note that we begin first with automobile routes, listing every town
in its geographical order, then we will have a description of every city, town, and plantation in
the State, showing the map location and route numbers which may pass through the town. I
would suggest that the trails be treated in the same manner.
In looking over the booklet which you prepared of the trails in Maine, it occurs to me that a
similar treatment in the Guide might be feasible. If you think such descriptions would be
included in 20 or 25 pages, it will be satisfactory to us and would correspond with the amount of
space which the Fish & Game Department plans to use.
The book will be reasonably well illustrated and we have a very good picture showing climbing
on Mt. Katahdin which we plan to use.
We expect to have the material ready for the printers not later than December 1, which I hope
will give you sufficient time to prepare the material outlined.
October 29, 1938. Myron Avery to Emmons Stacy, Superintendent, CCC Camp, Greenville,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Stacy:
I understand that the camp built a lean-to on Moxie Bald late this summer, but I have not been
able to get any definite information. If this is correct, it would help greatly if you could have
somebody write me as to the exact location with respect to the old H. & W. No. 5 Camps. 1
would also like very much to know if anything was done in clearing out the Trail on either side
of Moxie Bald.
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I understand that you will soon be in the process of moving and I presume that you are more
busy than usual at this time. However, it will help us very much to get this information.
October 29, 1933. Myron Avery to Ben Boynton, Mrs. McDougall’s Camps, Norcross,
Maine.
Dear Ben:
I am very glad to hear from you and to know that the pads safely arrived. We shall soon be
writing your grandmother with respect to the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club and the Trail
Conference trips along The Appalachian Trail next year. I spoke about these when I was at the
Camps.
1 am enclosing copies of letters which I have written, as you suggested.
I hope very much you will bear in mind to do the Trail work which I wrote about early in the
spring. Particularly it will be important to drive the stakes quite high so that the tops can be
painted white in the beaver flowage and across the Wadleigh farmsite, so that the route can be
readily determined. If you will let me know when this is done, I shall forward the $5.00 to you.
We are counting on seeing you next summer. I understand that the Northern will not be
lumbering on T1R11 this year. I have just been talking with Mr. Fernald, who owns the Camp on
Penobscot Pond, and who was telling me about his trip to Nahmakanta late last fall.
October 29, 1938. Myron Avery to Great Northern Paper Company, Bangor, Maine.
Gentleman:
Last summer I had occasion to travel along The Appalachian Trail in the section through T1Rll,
which is owned by your Company. As The Appalachian Trail is the main route of travel across
this town, I thought you might wish to know that the beaver apparently are becoming very
numerous in that town and have flooded out the Trail in several sections. This is particularly true
of a section a mile and a half north of Nahmakanta Lake, where a large flowage has obliterated
the tote-road between the Nahmakanta Lake and the lower end of Rainbow Lake,
October 29, 1938. Myron Avery to J. F. Smith, General Passenger Agent, Bangor and
Aroostook Railroad, Bangor, Maine.
Dear Mr. Smith:
We had been in the habit of obtaining from Mr. Houghton the cuts used in In the Maine Woods
of the various photographs supplied by us. It was our understanding that the cuts would have
been otherwise discarded and that there was no use for them. We have made use of these in
various publications of the Trail Conference and they were of considerable assistance to us.
We are preparing to issue a new publication and in looking for appropriate cuts. I realized that I
had failed to write you in this connection as to the 1937 and 1938 issues. I am wondering if you
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still have available any of the cuts of the pictures furnished by us, particularly the Park Service
pictures, for the 1937 and 1938 issues. If these cuts are available and could be sent to us, we
should greatly appreciate it.
In the event that such cuts are available, I would ask that they be sent to Mr. Sterling W.
Edwards, Box 331, Silver Spring, Maryland.
I assume that you duly received my article on Katahdin as well as the note on The Appalachian
Trail Conference, and Miss Stuart's article, together with the photographs which we sent to you,
and that in due course we will hear from you about their use in the coming issue of In the Maine
Woods.
We are looking forward to our 1939 Conference in August at York's Camps on Daicey Pond.
October 29, 1938. Myron Avery to Penobscot Development Company, Orono, Maine
Gentlemen:
Last summer I had occasion to travel along The Appalachian Trail in the section through T1R11,
which is owned by your Company. As The Appalachian Trail is the main route of travel across
this town, 1 thought you might wish to know that the beaver apparently are becoming very
numerous in that town and have flooded out the Trail in several sections. This is particularly true
in the locality of the Prentiss Valley on the southwestern side of Nahmakanta Lake where they
have re-occupied an old flowage.
October 29, 1938. Myron Avery to Miss Christine Reid, 14 Hawthorn Place, Brookline,
Massachusetts.
Dear Christine:
1 have assembled all of the various photographs referred to in my various letters to illustrate
"Artists and Katahdin" and I would appreciate your making a tentative selection which would
release some of the pictures so that I can use them elsewhere for articles which I have in process
of preparation for 1939.
In addition to the photographs here enclosed, you will remember that there was the photograph
of "Twilight in the Wilderness” contained in the catalogue of Church's paintings which I
suggested you should photograph and make a print of, plus what you determine after your
inspection of the Cooper Union are suitable for illustration.
Although it is somewhat anticipatory to any June, 1939, publication, I thought I might as well
turn the manuscript over to you, which I do at this time.
I want to particularly call your attention to the collection of the Hallowell photographs. These
enlargements have brought out a wealth of detail which did not appear in the prints which I sent
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you for use with the Telos Cut. It is my feeling that any used are worth a separate page and that
much would be lost if they were reduced to a smaller size.
October 29, 1938. Myron Avery to Dr. Bruce B. Beach, 110 School House Lane, Ardmore,
Pennsylvania.
Dear Bruce:
1 am pleased to hear from you again.
1 have sent you under separate cover some literature with respect to the announcement of the
1939 Conference. Our detailed program will be available within the next two months and I will
send it to you. I went to keep in close touch with you on this matter. I appreciate your
mentioning to Mr. Freedman the matter of avoiding any overlapping of camping at York’s. From
the interest displayed to date, I feel that we shall have a very large attendance--in fact, our
problem will be taking care of all who come. I hope very much that you will be able to attend.
We have asked York's camps, as a part of the Conference activity, to see that the Trail between
the Katahdin Stream Campsite and the West Branch is mowed out as well as putting in some sort
of a log crossing over Katahdin Stream. Mr. Edwards plans to renew the marking from Katahdin
to the Camps. We would like to have this section pretty much a model for the Conference
attendants and I would like very much to take advantage of the suggestion which you made that
you would be glad to repaint the white trail from York's Camps to the West Branch. I hope to get
the blue trail to Rainbow Lake painted en route. There will be paint at York's Camps which can
be used and it would be very fine if this renewing of paint to the West Branch could be worked
into your program.
Certainly the blue route to Rainbow Lake is by far the most attractive. I do not know whether or
not any relocation to any advantage can be made to the Lake of the land route around Rainbow
Lake. It was put in by the CCC when the cable bridge was built and I am afraid that it was
inadequately scouted. Perhaps however, the terrain would not permit any improvement, for it
seems to be a series of ridges and sags there.
October 29, 1938. Myron Avery to A. T. Spring, Treasurer, Fred L. Tower Company,
Portland, Maine.
Dear Mr. Spring:
I am returning, as requested by you, the dummy of portion of "The Arrow Guide", received with
your letter of October 24. I note what you have to say in connection with The Appalachian Trail
route in Maine. I know that you would be disposed to include about twenty or twenty-five pages
of description on The Appalachian Trail in Maine,
It would seem to me somewhat difficult to follow the suggestion of listing the description of the
Trail in each town, for the reason that the route, with the exception of Monson and Blanchard,
passes through for the most part unorganized townships. I can appreciate your desire to adhere to
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a standard style but it would seem to me that this subject would have to be treated more in the
form of a narrative with a general running description of the route.
You refer to twenty to twenty-five pages. By this do you mean your printed text or twenty to
twenty-five pages of double spaced manuscript?
Would you be disposed to use a form of narrative which is less descriptive but would be a
revision of the text contained in The Silver Aisle, sent to you? If you propose to use maps in your
Guide, we would like very much to have the route of The Appalachian Trail indicated on these
maps. I am sending to you our general outline map, but we shall be glad to cooperate with you
for more specific location of the route.
If you propose to use any material on Katahdin, I would call attention to the fact that I am very
familiar with the region, as I wrote the chapters on Katahdin in the Guidebook and sometime ago
wrote the illustrated booklets on Katahdin which were published by the Maine Development
Commission.
I expect to be in Portland the last of December and undoubtedly we could make better progress
by discussing the matter. If, however, you will consider the suggestions that I have made, we can
determine just exactly what we can do in this connection.
Will your Guide carry any advertising?
I would suggest that in writing to me, you use the address indicated below.
Sincerely yours.
Myron H. Avery
United States Maritime Commission
Commerce Building, Washington, D.C.
October 29, 1938. Robert Stubbs to Myron Avery
Dear Avery:
As a result of this recent storm there has been considerable wind-throw on the Appalachian Trail.
We are making out projects now for the Rangeley District, which will include removal of fallen
timber from the Appalachian Trail throughout its length. This is going to be under W.P.A. labor,
and probably subject to supervision of some of our own wardens.
The Greenville C.C.C. Camp has been moved from Greenville to Chatham, New Hampshire,
where it will be available for fire hazard reduction in Maine. Under this heading of hazard
reduction, of course, will be work on any trails or old tote roads which will open up dangerous
areas.
The W.P.A. work in Maine is under Mr. D. W. Tabbutt, Senior Logging Engineer from the U. S.
Forest Service. I understand that Mr. Tabbutt is acting in an advisory capacity to the W.P.A. He
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is, of course, thoroughly conversant with the need for opening up these roads and trails in these
wind thrown areas. (Mr. Tabbutt is a native of Maine and, of course, understands what we have
to contend with here.)
The Rangeley area lies outside of the section which was badly damaged by the storm, but the
wind was so bad that all our trails are obstructed seriously, and there was much damage to our
telephone lines.
We recently suffered a bad fire in Andover North Surplus on the Sawyer Brook. This started at
Session’s camp and burned up over the west slope of Moody Mountain, covering an area about
400 acres and destroying 600 or 700 cords of pulp. The fire was very promptly controlled, but
has involved considerable expense to the Department. On the night of this fire, we used the
Appalachian Trail to put a crew of 50 men from the South Arm Road up on top of the mountain.
I believe that from now on, after a few experiences like this, our wardens will have a great
appreciation for the trail and the practical uses to which it may be put.
Herewith I am enclosing a few pictures taken of this fire which will be of interest to you I am
sure.
{Copy Sawyer, Attwood, Greene, Taylor, Stephenson, with copy reply}
October 31, 1938. George J. Stobie, Commissioner, Inland Fisheries and Game, Augusta,
Maine
Dear Mr. Avery:
Your letter of October 29th is received and will say that we do not open any territory to beaver
trapping unless a complaint comes in from the land owner.
If the land owner claims that substantial damage is being done, then after investigation by the
District Warden, if he verifies the statement, then it is opened for trapping.
October 31, 1938. Arthur T. Spring, Treasurer, Fred L. Tower Companies, to Myron
Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thank you for your letter of the 29th. The dummy on the Arrow Guide which you said you were
returning, I presume has been returned under separate cover, as it was not included with the other
items.
The amount of space which I indicated, was 20 to 25 pages of printed text.
If it would be impractical to handle the various trails in the same manner as the auto routes,
would it not be possible to list the trails by name, their starting and ending points, and the
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distance, as well as a description of the Appalachian Trail which I understand begins in Maine
and ends in one of the southern states.
We are having a new map prepared, based on the State Highway map with certain improvements,
and it is quite possible that we can mark the Appalachian Trail on this map. At least, we are
sending your map to the printers today to see what they can do with it.
I am afraid that it will be too late for us to wait until your proposed visit to Portland the last of
December. We want to get the Guide out for the Sportsmen’s show in Boston, February, 4, and
the New York show on February 18. Due to other printing which we will have, it will be
necessary for us to begin the printing work about the middle of December.
I think you have a good idea of what we are planning to do and I should be inclined to leave the
details of how this can best be accomplished, up to you. We would, however, like to have your
copy by December 1 if possible.
The Guide will carry a small amount of advertising. It was necessary to do this but we have been
very careful of the character of the places, mostly resorts which have been included.
October 31, 1938. William S. Stetson [Unsure of spelling] , V.P. & Mgr. of Spruce Wood,
Great Northern Paper Co., Bangor, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thank you very much for your letter of October 29th advising us of the damage by beaver on
T.2.R.11. in the vicinity of Nahmakanta Lake. This matter had already been reported to us and
we have requested the Commissioner to open the area for trapping at the proper time.
We appreciate your courtesy in writing us.
{Copy Boynton}
October, 1938.
APPALACHIAN TRAIL MATERIAL AT 2035 ROSEMOUNT AVE.
Silver Aisle

5 packages

(200 per package)

A.T. Conference Proceedings

2 packages (100 in each?)

New York-New Jersey Guidebooks
(1 carton from Shenandoah Publishing House
( 105 loose Guidebooks
( 2 packages of Guidebooks (60 in each) 120
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Reprints of A.T. Article in American Forests (8 inches)
2 Boxes Envelopes, A.T.
42 Katahdin Bibliography
Brown Folder with surplus copies of First Edition of Guide to A,T. in Maine
Brown Folder of material relating to Mt. Oglethorpe
Loose Reprints of Mountains of Western Maine, in Lewiston Evening Journal
Package of Reprints from Congressional Record of Katahdin article
Package of Guyot Article reprints (40) belonging to M.H. Avery
1 Carton of 6 weeders
3 Packages of Guyot Articles sent from Wilmington, N.C. (500)
1 Box Maine Guides (300)
1 Empty wooden box for mailing exhibit (made by C.P. Thomas)
1 Package of Loose Maine Guidebook Maps
1 Package from A.M.C. containing cuts used with Hatch’s article in June, 1938 Appalachia
1 Paper package of signs for Maine A.T. Exhibit
November 1. L. J. Freedman, Superintendent, Penobscot Development Company, Great
Works, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
We have your letter of the 29th, relative to beaver damage in the Prentiss Valley on T.1 R.11 and
have taken it up with the Department of Inland Fisheries & Game and hope that some action will
be taken on their part.
{Copy Boynton with G.N.P. letter.}
November 1, 1933. Myron Avery to Mr. Robert G. Stubbs, Supervisor, Maine Forest
Service, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Stubbs:
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1 am very much interested in your letter of October 29th and appreciate very much your writing
to me in this connection.
1 had learned in just a general way about this project. On receipt of your letter, I got in touch
with the Forest Service and tried to get detailed information about the project. What I had in
mind, of course, was not to miss any opportunity of getting the trail improved through this work,
as far as anything which I could do was concerned. Mr. Tabbutt was in Maine and the Service
was unable to give me any detailed information and suggested, what I am now doing, that I had
better ascertain the situation from you.
Will you, therefore, let me know just exactly how much of the Trail will be covered by this
project and particularly how far east the work will extend? Would there be any opportunity to
carry this a little farther and get some of the necessary cutting out of bushes and sprouts carried
on by the W.P.A. labor at the time the logs are cut out? We have found that the long- handled
pruning shears and weeders are the most efficient tools for this type of work and if having these
available would mean getting this maintenance work done on the Trail, 1 would try to arrange to
have some of these tools made available. I am particularly anxious to learn what the set-up is in
Maine, so that I can learn what the possibilities are for the remainder of New England where the
Trail is much harder hit.
I have shown your pictures to a great many people here. They are all very much interested. They
certainly are splendid views and it would seem to me that a very fine note could be worked up
for some magazine, showing the value of the Trail in connection with this bad fire. If you would
feel disposed to write some story, we would take over the burden of trying to use it. Of course,
we would need to have the negatives in order to get enlargements of the photos for illustration. If
you merely wanted to let us have a few more facts, we would try to see what we could do with it,
but I am sure what you could furnish in this connection would make a much more interesting
story.
I will appreciate very much your keeping me posted as to what develops and suggesting any
opportunities which we may be able to utilize. It is obvious that it is going to be difficult to get
any information here,
Copy to Mr. Sawyer Mr. Attwood Mr. Greene Miss Stephenson Mr. Taylor
November 3, 1938. Myron Avery to Waldo N. Seavy, Forest Commissioner, Maine Forest
Service, Augusta, Maine
Dear Mr. Seavy:
1 have been discussing the matter of the rehabilitation work in the New England Forest with
District Forester Evans at Washington.
I understand that, as a W.P.A. project, from the Maine-New Hampshire line to the summit of
Saddleback, The Appalachian Trail is to be recleared. If this work is to be undertaken, it would
seem most advantageous to have it done as completely as possible. Therefore, I wanted to urge
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that the work not be limited to the mere cutting out of the down trees but that the Trail should be
cleared of bushes, briers, and summer growth resulting since the last clearing. This would put it
again in first-class shape for a recreational project for the State.
I appreciate that the local Fire Wardens who, I understand, will be in charge of the work, are
thorough woodmen and know how to make trails. However, they may not be fully cognizant of
the standard to which we try to maintain The Appalachian Trail. It occurred to me to suggest that
it might be desirable to work out arrangements whereby some of our people in Maine could meet
with those undertaking this work and make a little clearer the standards to which we adhere, with
the thought that the work will produce the maximum benefit to the Trail.
I shall await your directions in the matter. It is unnecessary for me to say that we shall greatly
appreciate what may be done to utilize W.P.A. projects to improve the route of the Trail.
November 3, 1938. Myron Avery to Gordon Hunt
Dear Gordon:
1 am very glad to hear from you again. I also appreciate your thoughtfulness in writing me in
detail as to the situation. It is very satisfactory to know that my friends along the route bear in
mind to let me know of these things which are so important for me to learn.
I am enclosing a letter which I have received from Mr. Stubbs. Your letter makes it clear that the
removal of the blowdowns and slash is between Saddleback and the Maine New Hampshire
border. I have written to the Forest Service representative detailed to the W.P.A. in each New
England State in order to try to find out the nature of the project in each State. From Mr. Stubbs'
letter, it would seem that the wardens would have something to do with this work, but if you
have the time, why don't you write to them and stress your familiarity with the route. Probably
none of the wardens know as much about it. It seems that very little information can be had
about this down here.
I hope very much that you will find it possible to attend the Trail Conference at Katahdin.
With best regards to yourself, Mrs. Hunt and Sylvia.
November 3, 1938. Robert Stubbs to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Avery:
The head of the “W.P.A.” for Maine is Mr. John C. Fitzgerald, Congress Bldg., 142 High St.,
Portland, Me.
The final approval of the fire hazard reduction projects, in which are included “AT” clearance, is
with Mr. Fitzgerald. Already, I understand that over 200 are engaged on the emergency work of
hazard reduction in the organized towns of Oxford Co. and many more from W.P.A. on similar
work in New Hampshire.
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We have laid out projects for 75 men to be done during the next 9 weeks in the north. If we can
get his, Mr. Fitzgerald’s, approval right away.
Mr. Tabbutt, of the U.S.F.S., is now presenting our projects before Mr. Fitzgerald. Any support
to our projects before Mr. Fitzgerald will be a great help as Tabbutt has indicated to us the
objections of the W.P.A. to carrying their organization further north, is that there’s not so much
damage to life and property involved as there is in the south. This is not entirely so. Consider the
recent disastrous fires in Ontario.
Another objection is that these 25 man crew set up would not fit into this work. We suggest
using smaller crews, 8-man in the deep woods, and boarding them in camps, the W.P.A. to
reimburse the Me. Forestry District for board. Mr. Tabbutt approves this suggestion.
This is all for your information. It looks like a hard spring for us in western Maine if it happens
to be dry and our trails and tote roads are not open.
November 3, 1933. Myron Avery to Arthur T, Spring, Fred L. Tower Companies, Portland,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Spring:
Your letter of October 31st is at hand. By oversight, the dummy was not returned until
November 2nd.
1 appreciate that the indefiniteness of this correspondence is not particularly satisfactory and
both of us would like to have determined whether or not this material on The Appalachian Trail
is to appear. However, I think that you will appreciate that I do not have all of the required
information in your statement of "twenty to twenty-five pages of printed text". The criterion
which I need is the amount of typewritten double-spaced manuscript. Can you not arrange to
have this determined from some full page of the Guide. Obviously, I would not want to prepare
twice as much as the twenty pages of printed text will take up and I will appreciate your giving
me an exact measure.
Referring to your third paragraph. The only trail which I would describe would be The
Appalachian Trail which extends from Katahdin across Maine, leaving that State at Grafton
Notch. I did not know that you would want any reference to the Trail - other than a casual
allusion outside of Maine. You still need to tell me whether a paraphrasing of the material
contained in The Silver Aisle would be satisfactory.
It happens that I am extremely rushed on numerous matters and the date of December 1st would
be extremely difficult, unless an article of the same general order as The Silver Aisle would meet
your requirements. If we furnish the article, what can you supply us in the way of copies.
Referring to the fourth paragraph of your letter. If you use the State Highway Map, you will note
The Appalachian Trail appears on it. To prevent error, I would suggest that you have your
printers send us a proof of what they do with the Trail route.
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I trust that I have made my inquiry sufficiently specific, so that the information which you will
give me will permit me to determine whether or not we can undertake this project this year. With
more advance notice, it would he an easier matter.
November 4, 1938. A. T. Spring, Fred. L. Tower Companies, Portland, Maine, to Myron
Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Referring to our letter of recent date, the Appalachian Trail is to be shown on the map which we
are going to use, but by a dotted line. The printers feel that this might be brought up in heavier
type, but they felt that for accuracy and proper proportion, it might be better to leave it as
planned.
November 5, 1938. Robert Stubbs to Myron Avery
Dear Avery:
Subject to the approval of the land owners and the Forest Commissioner, Mr. York, chief warden
of the Rangeley District, and myself have laid out trail clearance projects from the New
Hampshire line through to West Carry Pond, in the Dead River region. This work has the strong
support of the land owners because of the dangerous situation created by having all trails and tote
roads blocked.
The latest report is from Mr. Tabbutt that the WPA authorities in Portland do not feel that they
can do this work because they have very few men registered as on relief in this section now (only
6, as reported) and they cannot ship relief men in from outside. As far as clearance “A.T.” is
concerned, we would probably not need to board any men for work on this trail except at
Redington where they could stay at Herman Blackwell’s.
The trail is not hard hit except in old burns and old cuttings where there is a large amount of
sapling growth and very little soil to hold the trees down. Of course, where the trail passes along
the ridges and through scrubby young growth, the trail is in its original good condition.
I will be glad to lend you the negatives of the Sawyer Brook fire as soon as I furnish Mr. Atwood
of Lewiston with prints which he is anxious to use in connection with a short paragraph he is
writing for the Journal magazine.
{over to hand-written note on back of letter [Stubbs apparently intended this to be “off the
record”]}
Your air mail of Nov.4th rec’d this A.M.
P.S. I don’t think that it would do a bit of good to write to the Forest Commissioner. Frankly
speaking, Mr. Seavy did not have any thing to do with instigating this work. It was started by Mr.
Scott Lockyer, Chief Forester of the Brown Co. of Berlin N.H., who is very active.
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We can get only wind thrown trees from the recent storm removed under the emergency fire
hazard reduction.
The Greenville Camp has been removed from Greenville to Chatham, N,H. where they will be
used in fire hazard reduction work in South Oxford County, Maine.
__________
Monday A.M.
Your letter of Nov. 3 to the Commissioner at hand. It is alright. Mr. Seavy is very luke warm on
the whole matter however.
November 8, 1938. Arthur T. Spring, Treasurer, Fred L. Tower Companies, to Myron
Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
In reply to your letter of November 3, the dummy was received this afternoon.
20 pages of printed text amounts to between 13,000 and 14,000 words, or about 40 pages of
typewritten double spaced manuscript.
I think paraphrasing the material contained in the Silver Aisle would be satisfactory but as stated,
I would be inclined to leave this matter to you.
I do not quite understand the paragraph about supplying you in the way of copies. The books
will be on sale at 75¢ per copy and we would extend to you the privilege of buying books in
quantities for use by your members at the wholesale price of 45¢ net.
I doubt if it will be possible to send you a proof showing the Appalachian Trail as it will appear
on the map. However, the National Survey who made the State Highway map are preparing the
new map for us.
November 9, 1938. D. W. Tabbutt, Senior Logging Engineer, U. S. Forest Service to Myron
Avery
Dear Sir:
Reference is made to your letter of November 3, 1938, with respect to hurricane rehabilitation
work in the State of Maine.
Through the use of WPA labor, the U. S. Forest Service is now engaged in Fire Hazard
Reduction work within the several towns where hurricane damages occurred. In order to handle
the situation, which involves many thousand of acres, it is necessary for the Forest Service to
work through some central agency. The Selectmen have been acting in that capacity for the
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organized towns; and the Maine Forest Service for the wild land townships situated within the
Maine Forestry District.
Several days ago the State Forest Commissioner, Waldo N. Seavey, Augusta, Maine, outlined a
project situated within what is known as the Rangeley and Dead River Districts of the Maine
Forestry District. As I understand, a portion of the Appalachian Trail is included in the project
outlined by the Forest Commissioner.
Up to the present time, I have not started work on the Rangeley-Dead River project due to the
fact that WPA has been unable to supply the necessary men. The job involves an estimated total
of approximately 2400 man days work. As you probably already know, WPA obtains its labor
from relief rolls and it so happens there are only a few relief cases within the sparsely settled area
where the work is located.
In closing may I assure you that the Rangeley and Dead River project is very definitely under
consideration and with the help of the State Forest Service and other interested parties, I am still
hopeful that work will be initiated within the area this fall. It is appreciated that the trails in this
section of Maine serve a very useful purpose in fire protection work. Accordingly, they are given
a high priority in our general work plans.
{Copy Stubbs, Greene, Sawyer, Attwood, Helon Taylor, Hunt}
November 16, 1938. Stanley B. Attwood to Myron Avery
Friend Myron:
Perhaps you remember that, on your appearance here last winter, you left a reel of motion
pictures on trail making.
I have wished at times you hadn't left them as it seemed we would never get a chance to show
them. Tonight, I was glad we still had them.
Mr. Greaton showed us some movies but his new reels on mountain climbing had been sent
away for duplication. We added your reel to the program and considered it very good—even if
your axemen work with record-breaking speed.
Greaton’s movies are very good. He has some splendid shots in the Crockertown region, some
on the Frye brook side of Baldpate, some on Speckled in Stoneham. Think he has many others in
his new ones.
On Monday night, Jan. 2, I am to speak at the Stanton Bird club—Maine Alpine club joint
meeting at Bates, on Mountain Climbing in Maine. Greaton will show his new movies at that
time.
Will return your reel tomorrow, addressing it to Miss Vivian Robb, 1770 Kilbourne Place, N.W.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1938 – Compiled by David Field – Page

265

November 19, 1938. Maribel York, York’s Twin Pine Camps, to Myron Avery. [Handwritten]
Dear Mr. Avery:
This is the first chance I have had to let you know just where we are and what we can do.
I have made my plans to take care of the 60 people you wanted me to and as the cabins list some
are rather overcrowded and the space for you I am leaving to take care of that.
The reporter from the Lewiston Journal is a regular guest of ours and her photographer want to
be in on this if you are willing they’ll probably tent if agreeable to you. I haven’t said anything
to them but if you are willing will allow them in. That is for you to decide.
Will check with you again soon as I am having part of this work done this fall and will be ready
long before you arrive.
Hope you are all well and looking forward to seeing you and hearing from you again.
November 21, 1938. Ralph Billings to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have your letter of October 15th and a copy of your note to Mr. Fechner dated October 19th,
1938. I have delayed answering your letter and have also delayed discussing the matter with Mr.
Seavey until we found out a little more about the projects you have in mind and the probable
attitude of the Forest Service toward them.
Greenville Camp is closed and any Trail work will, as you suggest, have to be done by crews
from the Bridgton Camp. These projects are so far away from the camp that about half the time
allotted to a project is used up in travel. Possibly permission could be obtained by you from
someone in ’Washington to allow us to keep the boys at work for two week intervals, this to be
followed by a week off to make up for overtime.
This procedure is, I am sure, against all regulations but would be more acceptable to the boys
than spending two days each week in idleness at small remote side camp on the trail or travelling
to and from camp each week end which would normally take all of the first work day of the
week and all of the last day of the week. I feel too that an effort should be made to obtain
permission to increase the size of these crews to about ten men to facilitate the work, packing in
of supplies and equipment and in the event of a serious accident to afford fresher relays for
packing a man out to a highway.
In regard to a project for building garbage pits and out houses by the Bridgton Camp, I will
submit such a project if you wish me to do so, but because of very small amount of travel over
the trail, I personally doubt if such accommodations are a necessity in view of the time required
to build them and consequent risk to boys.
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To amplify statement in regard to amount of travel, Mr. Hicks saw only six people while he was
on the trail west of the Kennebec River, and only eight passed Troutdale last season according to
local information.
There are places on the trail, and I think Saddleback is one, where a good many people go for a
single day’s outing. Would it not be more helpful if we concentrated our efforts at such points
where facilities would be made use of by a greater number of people and leave the maintenance
of more remote sections up to the member clubs.
While I have considerable sympathy for the aims and purposes of your organization and can
appreciate the great personal effort you have put into the project, I very strongly believe that this
work, all of which requires the use of edged tools by boys inexperienced in their use, is very
hazardous when the distance from medical assistance is considered.
For the reasons given, I would rather offer to Mr. Seavey for his consideration, projects that
could be performed within the smallest possible distance of a main highway.
{Copy Stubbs, Greene, Sawyer, Taylor, Attwood}
November 21, 1938. Robert Stubbs to Myron Avery
Dear Avery:
I am writing you to say that we are apparently stagnated on the matter of fire hazard reduction,
owing to the fact that WPA authorities in Portland report that they have no registered relief
available for use in those areas in the Maine Forestry District where we have laid out our projects.
Notwithstanding this fact, interested parties in these sections where the work is to be done have
satisfied themselves that there is plenty of relief available, which is registered. We know that a
re-settlement project at Weld has been closed for the season, which has been employing 25 or
more men during the summer. I am not in a position to draw any conclusions as to the real reason
why these men cannot be made available.
I am at a loss as to any further suggestions which would show how urgent this work is. The land
owners and the forest commissioner and the Governor have all given support to it. Mr. Atwood,
in the Lewiston Journal Magazine section, had a nice publicity article telling of the work that the
Alpine Club is doing.
I regret that I have not gotten those negatives yet, but I will have them very shortly.
{Greene, Sawyer, Attwood, Evans}
November 22, 1938. Myron Avery to Robert Stubbs
Dear Stubbs:
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1 would have answered jour letter of November 5th much earlier except that I have been the
hospital for the last two weeks fighting off a threatened attack of pneumonia.
I appreciate very much all of the information that you have given me and it is particularly
gratifying to know that this project originated with you and also that the wardens in the Rangeley
District should have come to this viewpoint. I think that that factor is most encouraging.
I will appreciate very much your keeping me advised of any developments. Enclosed is copy of a
letter I have received from Mr. Tabbutt. If because of the situation the W.P.A. is unable to
provide a sufficient crew, why cannot the Forestry Department set up a project from the Bridgton
Camp to reclear the Trail with CCC crews. It would seem as if this certainly should meet with
approval and the same scheme used last year of the side camps of five men would avoid the
complications which held up the shelter building activities until I had the conference with the
Army authorities at Boston and found out how this difficulty could be sidestepped. Perhaps the
removed Greenville Camp could be used as well as the Bridgton Camp, but under the
circumstances, I should think that at least two details could be gotten on this work very early so
that the trails could be cleared before the fire season got too far advanced. As I understand that
all of these projects have to be initiated locally, if the Forest Service wants to get this done, it
would seem that the Federal authorities would certainly approve the project.
I shall be much interested to hear from you as to the developments on the W.P.A. and what you
think of getting this project set up for the CCC next year. I assume that you would talk it over
with Mr. Billings.
Again thanking you for all of this information,
November 28, 1938. Myron Avery to Lucius D. Barrows, Chief Engineer, Maine Highway
Department, Augusta, Maine
Dear Mr. Barrows:
You will recall our correspondence from time to time in connection with the route of the
Appalachian trail which you have plotted on your Maine Highway map. We have tried to keep
your "master copy” current by reporting corrections. We are making a substantial change of
route in eliminating the alternate Dead River section. I suppose you will be reprinting your
highway map next year and I am wondering whether you would prefer to have us indicate the
corrections on your copy or send to you (to be returned to us) our own master copy. If you will
advise me, we will be governed accordingly.
I very much appreciate your cooperation in this connection.
November 28, 1938. Robert Stubbs to Myron Avery
Dear Avery:
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Very sorry to hear that you have been threatened with pneumonia and trust that by this time you
have recovered, notwithstanding the large amount of snow which I hear they are having in
Washington. We are having a large amount of snow here in Maine. This seems very untimely
because the weather has been very warm previously. At this time we understand that our Forest
Commissioner is somewhere in the snow with one or two of his assistants in the vicinity of the
Air Line road in Washington County.
When new projects are outlined for the CCC, we will bear in mind the Appalachian Trail. This
work will receive its proper priority but I expect that some other road and trail development
projects may receive an earlier priority because there are many sections which rightfully should
be rated prior.
Mr. Tabbutt mentioned the fact that for the coming Congress they might request a special
appropriation to do this work without the assistance of WPA. He did not hold out great hope as
to how soon this would be available if it ever was appropriated.
I am enclosing ten negatives dealing with the Andover North Surplus fire for such use as you
may wish to make of them. Of course after you are through I would like to have them back
because four of them belong to the Commissioner himself. I believe that you have full
information dealing with the nature of the pictures on the prints which I sent to you.
With the big naval and maritime programs to which such publicity is now being given, it seems
to me that it would be timely advice from me to you that you husband your strength and be sure
that you are in good health for next year because there is so much yet to be done.
November 29, 1938. Myron Avery to Walter Greene, Edgewater Rest, Bayside, Long Island,
New York
Dear Walter:
Your letter dated Saturday (November 19) reached me in the hospital. It was mighty good to hear
from you. As you will note, you have no monopoly on hospitals and I spent the last two weeks
fighting off a threatened attack of pneumonia.
Things are pretty badly piled up. I hope you will write to me often. All of your friends down here
are more pleased than you will ever know when I tell them that you are coming along in good
shape and that that tough old Greene fellow who goes through the woods with his head down
will be out on the Trail soon. In fact, we are hoping very much that your condition will permit
your attendance at the Trail Conference.
Since receiving your last letter, I have sent you copies of everything dealing with Maine and 1
shall continue to do so. I doubt if the Trail in Maine has been so much damaged by the hurricane
and if the W.P.A. project doesn't go through, I am going to press for the CCC to reclear it, as per
my letter to Stubbs sent to you. That fire in the Rangeley Lakes area certainly helped us and
when the fire warden for the Brown Company pressed for reclearing the Trail, as happened here,
it indicates a marked change of attitude on the part of the local landowners. That is mighty
encouraging.
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1 have explained to you and I know you understand that the reason for not sending you the letters
during the interval was due to the information that these things taxed your strength and that you
were better off without thinking about these problems because you were bound to devote thought
to trying to straighten them out and that it was bad for you. Since you have told me that you want
to know about things, I will continue to send you all of these letters. On your side, continue to
drop we a note occasionally so that we will know how you are getting on.
I certainly have had an accumulation of things this year and I hope that it will mean immunity for
some time to come. You asked about my eye. I really don't know except that at the junction of
the White House and main Appalachian Trail, I cut off some fir boughs and know that I got
something in the left eye, but that was taken out. Probably I must have scratched the other eye at
the same time, but it didn't show up until the next night after I got to Potter's.
You will be tickled to have me admit to you that you were right when it comes to judging "stage
people". Griswold's wife did turn out to be an English actress. She divorced him, remarried, and
according to Charlie Berry, she is going to divorce the second husband and remarry Griswold. At
any event, she came back to B Pond for a while. This piece of local gossip will amuse you
greatly.
The people at Nahmakanta are in desperate circumstances. No guests, the horses have died, and
Bennie packs in all of the stuff on his back. The boat was wrecked and they only have an
outboard on the canoe and it is a problem for them to hang on and the Trail travelers are a good
part of their patronage. To try to help them out, we are having the Trail Club trips next year lay
over there a day. Despite all of this, Nahmakanta is just as peaceful and beautiful as ever.
Macdonald's wife is in the insane asylum and he has gone all to pieces (alcohol). The new
proprietor is a barber, Myshrall, from Millinocket. Most of the sporting camps are having a
mighty tough time. Potter, Clifford, and Berry are the only ones which seem to be doing well.
November 30, 1938. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
Dear Jim:
1 should have written to you long ago. I enjoyed the correspondence which we had while you
were connected with the CCC and the only reason for my falling to continue it has been due to
the fact that 1 have sort of reached the stage that where there are so many letters which one needs
to write, there is a tendency to overlook the ones which are written for pleasure alone and a letter
to you and from you falls into that category.
You are probably aware of the situation with respect to the Trail in a general way as far as the
CCC Camps are concerned. This year, due to various difficulties, the work was confined to
building four lean-tos, on Spaulding Mountain, Jerome Brook, East Carry Pond, and Pierce Pond,
respectively. The Greenville camp is supposed to have built one on Moxie Bald. This completes
the chain of lean-tos, with the exception of the link between Nahmakanta and Moxie Bald.
Since the Bridgton Camp is the only camp within striking distance of the Trail, 1 doubt if we can
make much progress in eliminating this gap. The CCC regulations, which have become more
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stringent since your day with respect to the inspection of side camps, nearly finished us this year,
but we found a way of getting around the problem by resorting to the use of five-man crews
which do not require inspection from the camp headquarters and hence are free from this
difficulty.
Here is one development which I know will interest you. You perhaps heard of the bad fire
caused by the lumbermen over on the South Arm-Andover Road. The Trail was used in reaching
the fire on Moody Mountain and I have had three or four reports indicating that the landowners
and the local fire wardens came to appreciate that the Trail could be of considerable value in
connection with fire protection. This seems almost too much of a conversion to be true, except
for the fact that Stubbs has written me that the forester from the Brown Company and Fire
Warden York from the Rangeley District were really responsible for trying to get through as a
W.P.A. project the reclearing of the Trail from the New Hampshire-Maine line to the Carry
Ponds. The difficulty at the present time lies in the fact that there do not seem to be a sufficient
number of people on relief in that section. If this doesn't materialize, we can perhaps get it done
by CCC labor next year.
This has been a year of accumulated reverses for me personally. I have just left the hospital after
spending two weeks battling off pneumonia, and my trip in Maine was cut short by an injured
eyeball which ulcerated and took out another month before it healed. I hope that I am rid of these
troubles.
As you may have noticed, we are having our Appalachian Trail Conference meeting at Katahdin
in August, with trips over the Trail. I am counting on this arousing considerable interest and
publicity and I think it will help the Trail in Maine considerably.
I have one unfortunate thing to report to you. Walter Greene has been ill for the past year and at
the present time is confined to a sanitarium in New York. His letters indicate improvement and I
expect he will be returning to Maine again soon.
You may be sure if I find myself in the vicinity of Bangor, I shall come to see you. I hope very
much that you will do the same if you find that you are near Washington.
November 30, 1938. Hugh S. MacNeil, Civilian Conservation Corps, Stow, Maine, to
Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
Mr. Stacy turned your letter of the 22nd over to me for reply.
I constructed a shelter on the Trail between the nine mile marker and the old No. 5 camp. About
600 feet from the nine mile marker. You cross a small brook and over a little swampy place and
up a small knoll and there you will find the shelter.
I had to carry boards from the old camp to cover roof and so cleaned out this part of trail so it
was passable. Between Bald Mt. Tower and Troutdale I would say that the Trail was impassable.
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I was over it before the big wind and where the trail hits the burned it was very bad and I knew it
must be a lot worse by now. It sure ought to be cleaned out if it is to be used as a Trail.
Our camp has been moved to Chatham N. H. and is working on the blow down here which is
very bad. I hope that we will move back to Greenville in the Spring. I hope you will do what
you can for us.
{Copy: Billings, Greene, Stubbs}
November 30, 1938. Library of Congress
Avery, Myron Haliburton, 1890The silver aisle, the Appalachian trail in Maine, by Myron H. Avery. Augusta, Me., The Maine
Appalachian trail club; Bangor, Me., The Bangor and Aroostook railroad, 1937. 31 p. illus. (incl.
map) 23 ½ cm.
November, 1938. MAINE NEWS SERVICE, Maine Development Commission, Augusta,
Maine
From: Virginia Mack. For Release Immediate.
Augusta, Maine, Nov. ---New developments and improvements in the Appalachian Trail in
Maine made during the past year were outlined today to the Maine Development Commission by
Myron H. Avery of Washington, D.C. and Lubec who is chairman of the Trail Conference.
The Appalachian Trail is the 2,050 mountain footpath for hikers which extends from Mount
Katahdin in Maine to Mount Oglethorpe in Georgia. It is maintained by the Conference which is
a federation of various outing clubs and interested individuals in the eastern Atlantic states.
Completion of the chain of lean-to shelters from the Maine-New Hampshire line east to Moxie
Mountain was the outstanding accomplishment in 1938, according to Chairman Avery. A crew
from the Bridgton CCC Camp built lean-tos on Spaulding Mountain, Jerome Brook, East Carry
Pond and Pierce Pond in the western part of the state.
Seventeen lean-tos are now located at strategic points in this section which extends 133 miles.
These are located at Carlo Col, Full Goose, Speck Pond, Grafton Notch, Frye Brook, Squirrel
Rock, Elephant Mountain, Sabbath Day Pond, Piazza Rock, Saddleback Mountain, Spaulding,
Sugarloaf, Horns Pond, Bigelow, Jerome Brook, East Carry Pond and Pierce Pond.
The Conference plans eventually to complete the gap between Moxie Mountain and Nahmakanta
Lake in Maine where structures are still required to complete the lean-to chain across Maine. For
the non-camping hiker, as is set forth in detail in the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine,
there are available public accommodation in the form of sporting camps etc. which permit the
traverse of Maine’s 266 miles of trail in 26 days.
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Interest in the Maine Trail is widespread because of the fact that the 1939 meeting of the
Appalachian Trail Conference will be held at Katahdin. The program extending from August
18th to September 5th includes a week in the Katahdin region with base at York's Twin Pine
Camps at Daicey Pond, followed by a trip over the Trail from Katahdin to the Bangor and
Aroostook Railroad at Blanchard, a distance of 120 miles.
November, 1938
REPLACEMENTS OF MAINE SIGNS
{Original to Edwards}

(To be made by Sterling W. Edwards)
SECTION 1.

1. (Metal covered; L. F. Schmeckebier has stencil.) Put in new post with foot for this.
2.
3.
5,6,7,8 (If desired by Edwards to set in with posts.)
9.
10. (Replace present sign—move present one to edge of woods, 100 ft. west.)
SECTION 2.
11.
11A. (New; at .97 m.)
11B. (New; at 11.17 m.)

< Little Niagara Falls
< Big Niagara Falls
SECTION 3.

23.
24.
25.
26.
SECTION 4.
32.
36.
37.
41A

Nahmakanta Lean-to
(Three arrows; 2 point right and one left.)
SECTION 5.

43.
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48.
56.
57.
***
Nos. 43, 48, 56, 57 – to be mailed to White House Camps.
Nos. 36 and 41A – to be mailed to Nahmakanta.
Nos. 23, 24, 25, 26 to be mailed to Clifford’s.
Remainder – taken to York’s.
December l, 1933. Myron Avery to Arthur T. Spring, Fred L. Tower Companies, Portland,
Maine
Dear Mr. Spring:
1 am writing you further in connection with the letter which Miss Park wrote you on November
15th. I regret to say that I have just returned to work as a result of my hospitalization and in view
of your deadline for your publication and the great amount of accumulated work, it seems
impossible at this moment to meet your requirements. We are very much interested in having
The Appalachian Trail description appear in your Guide and if you will take the matter up with
us at an early date, a chapter along the lines of a revised account of The Silver Aisle for your
next edition can undoubtedly be furnished.
We shall count on hearing from you in the near future.
December 2, 1938. Arthur T. Spring to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thank you for your letter of December 1, and I am very glad to hear that you are able to resume
your duties and have fully recovered your health.
From the letter your secretary wrote us on November 15, we had rather given up the hope of
having anything in the Guide representing the Appalachian Trail.
The printer gets the first copy on December 5. If you could get up something on the Trail to
reach us — say not later than the week ending December 24, we will do our best to see that it is
included.
December 3, 1938. James W. Sewall, Consulting Forester, Old Town, Maine, to Myron
Avery
Dear Myron:
I have your letter of the 30th ult. and am mighty glad to hear from you. I hope that I will be at the
conference next year.
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I am very sorry to hear of your illness and hope that everything is all right with the eye. Eyes are
rather precious.
I have been away all the time myself this year: 170 days of it in Canada and almost all the rest
here, there and everywhere, and the end is not yet as I am striking out tomorrow for New York,
Montreal and way stations.
I heard of the use of the trail over at Andover. I think it came in pretty handy because they could
walk the men over it in the evening.
If you write to Walter Greene give him my regards and tell him that I trust he will get in shape
again shortly. As a matter of fact he looks pretty delicate to me.
Of course you will use our house as your headquarters if you are around here. That goes without
saying.
December 3, 1938. Myron Avery to Lucius D. Barrows, Chief Engineer, State Highway
Commission, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Barrows:
I have your letter of December 1.
Accordingly I enclose our file copy of our map showing the corrections to be made as to the
Appalachian Trail location. You will note that the upper part of the alternate route--the Dead
River route has been eliminated so that that the Trail is one continuous route without the oval. I
have previously written you about the error with respect to the size of Baxter Park. The boundary
shown is that of the State Game Preserve not the 9 miles of the Park.
Some time ago I received from you a large tracing. We corrected it and as it was the base of the
map here enclosed I return it also. But as to discrepancies between the two this printed map is the
later and controls.
Will you return both maps to me when you have finished with them.
We very much appreciate your continued cooperation.
December 3, 1938. Myron Avery to Ralph Billings, CCC Forester, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Billings:
I have read your letter of November 21st with very considerable interest. I appreciate your
writing me in detail in connection with these matters. I of course thoroughly understand your
viewpoint and the importance of all the factors to which you make reference.
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The situation has, however, changed decidedly since my letter to you of October 15th and my
letter to Mr. Fechner of October 9th. The hurricane damage has, of course, resulted in a very
considerable problem. It is my present understanding that the application to the Forest Service,
initiated by the land-owners themselves and the fire wardens, to have The Appalachian Trail
from Maine-New Hampshire line to the Kennebec River recleared by W.P.A. labor has not been
approved on the ground that there is not available sufficient relief labor in this part of Maine.
(This situation certainly deserves being publicized.) This situation certainly emphasizes the
desire of the Forest Service and the land owners to utilize the Trail as a fire protection measure
and I would assume that the interest of the Forest Service next year will be manifested in the
form of setting up a CCC project to reclear this Trail of the blowdown timber at the earliest
moment.
It happens, as I think will be readily apparent from the data I am setting forth below, that in
western Maine the north and south roads divide the Trail into short sections readily accessible
from the highway so that the crew could work in from the road in each direction without having
to walk too great a distance. These sections from the Maine-New Hampshire line as taken from
the Guidebook are:
Maine-New Hampshire Line to Grafton Notch. (Me. Highway 26) – 12.45 miles
Grafton Notch (Me, Highway 26) to Andover-B Hill Road – 7.2 miles
Andover-B Hill Road to Me. Highway 5 (Andover-South Arm Road) – 13.03 miles
Me. Highway 5 (Andover-South Arm Road) to Me, Highway 17 (Houghton-Oquossoc
Road) 10.1 miles
Me, Highway 17 (Houghton-Oquossoc Road) to Me. Highway 4 – 8.3 miles
Me. Highway 4 to Orbeton Stream – 16.15 miles
Orbeton Stream to Bigelow Village (Me. Highway 27) – 12.75 miles
Bigelow Village (Me. Highway 27) to Me. Highway 16 (Ledge House) – 5.1 miles
Me. Highway l6 (Ledge House) to East Carry Pond – 9.9 miles
East Carry Pond (Steele’s Camps) to Pierce Pond - 7.04 miles
Pierce Pond to Kennebec River – 3.48 miles
The section which seems not to fall within this category is from the Mahoosuc Range to the
Maine-New Hampshire line, where there is 12 miles of Trail over which a return must be made
to the Grafton Notch Highway, and in the section east of Dead River Village toward the
Kennebec. Therefore, it would seem that the Trail situation in western Maine is very much in
line with what you write as to your desire to set up projects which would permit the handling of
the work from the highways rather than involve camping at some distance from the road.
It certainly, under the circumstances and in view of the hurricane situation, would seem that the
Forest Service would be disposed to relax its regulations and permit a larger crew free from the
requirement of the inspection every two weeks by the Company Commander. It would seem to
me, however, that the opportune time to work for the loosening of such a restriction is now,
rather than when the projects are sent in in the late spring. This requires very considerable work
and if it would be in order for me to make a suggestion, I would urge that the general project of
clearing the Trail - which cannot be covered by W.P.A, should be referred to the Forest Service
and the suggestion made that the limit be raised to ten man crews. Perhaps in the interval we can
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accomplish something in this connection. Certainly it will be very difficult if we wait until the
spring. I shall be glad to have your advices in this connection.
It happens that our maintenance program for western Maine between the Maine-New Hampshire
line and the Kennebec River is quite well cared for by individuals and Clubs. We are not so
fortunate by reason of illnesses of some of our principal members and other misfortunes for the
area between the Kennebec and Katahdin. This suffers the double misfortune of being, we fear,
beyond the permissible range of any Camp. It is unfortunate that this should be so, for the
Appalachian Trail Conference trips in connection with the Conference this year cover the eastern
half of the Trail and those of us who are interested in Maine would like very much to have the
Trail present the very best possible impression. I am somewhat at a loss to see how this problem
can be met. If it had not been for the problems of the hurricane, which is really a catastrophe
beyond the expectations of ordinary Trail maintenance, we should be in fair shape in western
Maine. We did experience last year very considerable handicaps due to lumbering in the ”C”
Pond area and in the Little Bigelow area where, as you will remember, Mr. Hicks' crew passed
up the problem, as the lumbering was still going on. So we were left with this rather heavy
burden in this area. Fortunately, this has been cared for. I make these observations to show that
in western Maine, except for these unusual occurrences, our maintenance would have been quite
well in hand.
Then too, as we learn our lessons from experience, some sections of the Trail in western Maine
could have been located through areas not subject to the heavy growth of bushes and briers
consequent upon lumbering which means such heavy maintenance work. I refer particularly to
the Spruce Mountain area.
Answering your specific inquiries, I should like very much for you to submit projects for the
putting in of garbage pits and outhouses in connection with these shelters. 1 should think that it
would be, irrespective of the intensity of use, most desirable to have these facilities. Their
absence may be construed as something of a reflection upon the State's facilities. The Forest
Service is most insistent upon their erection. Then too, there were some of the shelters that were
rather hastily constructed with deficiencies, particularly in the roofs, resulting from the warping
of timbers. The project with respect to the outhouses would afford an opportunity to put these
structures in first-class condition and care for these problems.
I have discussed these matters at some length and I want you to know that we fully appreciate
your interest and cooperation. I shall, however, be glad to know your reaction to my suggestion
that the Forest Service would want to make the re- clearing of the Trail with respect to the
hurricane damage a major item of the CCC agenda for 1939 and that it would be expedient to
initiate now steps designed to raise the five-man crew limit in order, for the numerous
considerations which you mention, to provide more effective working crews.
I expect to be in Maine in late December and I may have an opportunity of discussing these
matters with you in person at that time.
Copy to Mr. Greene Mr. Stubbs Mr. Attwood Mr. Taylor Mr. Sawyer
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December 3, 1938. Jean Stephenson to Maribel York
Dear Mrs. York:
As I think Mr. Avery has written you, I am to handle the reservations for The Appalachian Trail
Conference to be held at Twin Pine Camps, August 18-26, 1939.
Mr. Avery has given me your letter to him with the list of cabin capacities and prices, and asked
me to take up directly with you any points which were not yet clear.
I am assuming that the capacity of the dining room is 30 and, therefore, that with two servings
for each meal, 60 is the total number for which you can provide meals.
The cabin capacity, as listed by you, adds up to 64. If you can only furnish meals for 60, we will
have to limit the occupants of cabins to that number as, of course, we could not have more
people in the cabins than could be supplied with meals by you. You mention that some of the
cabins are rather overcrowded with this capacity. As I have no way of knowing which are the
most crowded, I am enclosing a copy in duplicate of the list of cabins. Will you please indicate
on one of these copies where the reduction should be made so that there will be but a total of 60,
the beds or cots to be taken out of the rooms that are the most crowded.
About the reporter for the Lewiston Journal, we would of course be very glad to have her and her
photographer there if they would like to come. However, we have to first consider our own
members and delegates and I am much afraid that we will have far more demand for cabin space
than can be accommodated by the 60 you can care for. It would, as I am sure you can see, be
unfair to our members to displace them for anyone else. Of course, if this reporter is, as may be
inferred from your letter, going to camp and provide her own meals so that her presence will not
take away space, either in the dining room or the cabins, which will be needed by delegates to
the Conference, that is an entirely different matter. If that is the case I am sure it will be most
acceptable to all of us to have her, and I have no doubt that she will enjoy it.
I will appreciate it if you can check this cabin list and return it to me very soon as I am anxious
to draw up diagrams and be prepared to make assignments as soon as I get reservations. The
announcement will be going out before very long and already I have had some tentative
reservations.
I remember most pleasantly my visit to Twin Pine Camps with the Potomac Appalachian Trail
Club party in 1935, and I am looking forward to being with you again.
December 5, 1938. E. L. Spicer to Myron Avery
Thought you would be interested to know that provided satisfactory arrangements can be made,
the 1939 AMC August Camp will be at Katahdin Iron Works.
This plan is of course subject to the 1939 AMC Council authorizing such a camp.
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December 5, 1938. Myron Avery to L. S. Cook, Great Northern Paper Company, Bangor,
Maine
Dear Mr. Cook:
You may recall that some time back you wrote me in connection with my inquiry as to
lumbering activities in the Nahmakanta region and corrected our map.
Subsequent to the receipt of your letter, Mr. George B. Fernald, who owns a private camp on
Penobscot Pond and is counsel for the Boston and Albany Railroad, was in Washington in
connection with a hearing before the Maritime Commission. Mr. Fernald called on me and
naturally we discussed the Maine woods. I told him of the information you had given to me. On
his return, Mr. Fernald sent me the enclosed letter of November 22nd. I also enclose the map to
which he refers.
I should like very much to know if the clearing out of the road in Prentiss Valley down to the
Lake means that lumbering operations will be continued in the town this winter and if it is
intended to haul directly into Nahmakanta Lake. I should like to keep pretty well advised as to
the situation so that I might know of possible interference with the Trail route by reason of the
lumbering operations. As you may know, we are planning to hold the 1939 Conference in Maine.
I shall be very much obliged to you for any information which you can send me in connection
with these developments. Will you please return Mr. Fernald’s letter and the map.
December 13, 1938. Maribel York to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
When you were here in the summer you asked me if I would like some money in advance on the
next summer arrangement. I did not think then that I should need any but find now that it would
be a great help to me if you can let me have one hundred and fifty dollars. I am during the winter
gradually ordering and assembling the things I shall need for next season and some of them
happen to be on sale very soon especially dishes and beds and I want to get these when I have the
time to get what I really want. Please send it to me as soon as you can and I think I may safely
say everything will run smoothly the week you are here.
Some one from down the Trail told me you had trouble with your eye and had to leave sooner
than you expected. I hope you are alright now and am looking forward to seeing you.
P.S. Junior is planning his work that the trails and all be finished by June. Everyone joins me in
sending their best regards to you.
December 14, 1938. Myron Avery to Stanley A. Schofield, Weld, Maine
Dear Mr. Schofield.
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Your letter of December 6th has been forwarded to me here from Lubec. I know that the
Tumbledown area is a remarkable mountain region but I am somewhat at a loss to know what
you have in mind. I assume from your letter that you contemplate constructing these suggested
trails by reason of your interest, inasmuch as our activities rest entirely upon a volunteer basis.
The interest of The Appalachian Trail Conference, with which I am connected, in Maine is,
however, limited to the Appalachian Trail and the side trails radiating therefrom. As you
probably know, our system, is considerably to the north of Tumbledown Mountain.
The Maine Alpine Club, of which Mr. Stanley B. Attwood, Box 165, Lewiston, Maine, is
President, does make trips to that area and in view of Mr. Attwood’s interest in western Maine, I
have forwarded your letter to Mr. Attwood.
Copy to Mr. Attwood:
I am to be in Portland on December 28th and it may be that just prior to Christmas or at that time
I will be passing through Lewiston. If so, I shall try to stop off in order to have a visit with you
and Sawyer.
Copy to Mr. Sawyer
December 15, 1938. Wolcott Cutler to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Knowing of your interest in the geology of Grafton Notch, I am enclosing a copy of a recent
issue of my parish paper because of its opening article which gives a narrative account of a visit
to The Jail with mention of the dimensions of that interesting formation.
If you ever hear of an attempt to dig into the rubble in the bottom of The Jail to ascertain whether
there is a solid granite bottom, I should be grateful to you for letting me know about it.
December 16,1938. W. H. Sawyer to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
I feel that I have owed you a letter for a long time, but I am not a very good correspondent. I
knew about your eye injury in the summer, and about the battle with pneumonia this fall; you
have my sympathy in the misfortunes that have come your way since our Rangeley trip, and I do
hope that you are entirely well again.
You will be interested to know that two of our Outing Club trips this fall were to Sugar Loaf and
to Bald Pate in Grafton Notch. Both trips were after the hurricane; someone, probably Helon
Taylor, had cleared out most of the Sugar Loaf trail, so that it was in pretty good condition, and
the Alpine Club had the Bald Pate trail cleared. I regret that the boys here in the Outing Club
have had no time since the hurricane to do any trail work, for I know it must be badly needed in
parts of our section (I hate to think what may have happened to the old growth spruce around the
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shoulder of Elephant mountain). We had planned to use the four day Thanksgiving recess, but
the onset of the only snow we have had prevented our doing anything. I have followed with
interest the correspondence relative to the W.P.A. taking on the clean up work, and regret that it
could not materialize.
I note that in a recent letter to Stanley Attwood you mention you may come through Lewiston
soon. You know the Sawyer latchstring is always out, and we shall want to see you if you are in
this part of the country.
December 16, 1938. Jean Stephenson to Maribel York
Dear Mrs. York,
Not long ago I wrote you asking about the cabin capacities in connection with the proposed
Appalachian Trail Conference at Twin Pine Camp next August. Since that time I asked Myron
Avery to draw for me a diagram showing the location and capacity of the cabins. From memory
he sketched the "layout" at your camp, but was not sure of some of his locations, and did not
know where the new cabins were being built.
He suggested that I send a copy if this outline to you and ask that you check it and see whether it
is right, and also that you add to it the other two cabins, and indicate where the toilets are or are
to be. All we want, of course, is just locations.
In making the reservations, however, it seems to me quite advantageous to know just where the
cabins are in relation to each other, and also the capacities of each. I will certainly appreciate it if
you will return this to me in the enclosed envelope with any corrections that may be necessary
and with the new cabins indicated.
December 19, 1938. Myron Avery to Maribel York
Dear Mrs. York:
Your letter was received just as 1 was I was leaving here for some two weeks and I am
answering rather hurriedly.
You know that we want to cooperate with you in every way to make the Conference thoroughly
successful. Your letter, however, comes much earlier than I had thought that you would want any
advance of the reservation moneys, for what I had in mind when I spoke about making an
advance on the cost of accommodations, etc., was that, after the reservation moneys were paid to
us, perhaps a short time before the Conference you might have certain expenses, etc., to meet and
would want some money at that time. I did not expect that you would begin to make these
expenditures so far ahead of the meeting. This advance would, of course, have to come from the
reservations as they are remitted to us, for the expenses of the Conference will be paid out of
these moneys.
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Since we have just gotten the final information from you as to rates, etc., we are now ready to go
ahead with getting out our notices and in fact are working on these at the present time. It will be
a month before they are sent out and we anticipate that some people may send in the reservation
deposit ($15.00) promptly, but that probably most people will wait until spring and summer--the
way they usually do. We shall have some bills to meet immediately, such as the printing, etc,,
and we did not take into consideration that you would be making these purchases so far in
advance of the Conference; until we receive some returns from the notices, it is a little difficult to
state just what we can do.
I know that this is not a particularly satisfactory answer, but until the notices get out and our
money comes in, you will see that it would be very hard for us to do anything. As a matter of fact,
we are sending our notices out much earlier than is customarily done for such meetings.
If you will let me know the absolute time limit within which you can get the benefit of the sales
on these materials, as you have written, by the time I return the notices should be going out and
we will know better what we can do. It will, of course, depend upon how prompt the responses to
the notices are, but if it would work out so that without any loss to yourself, so that it were
possible to delay these purchases, it would make it much simpler all around.
I think you had better let us have your winter address so that we can communicate with you more
quickly. I am sure that this will work out quite all right.
I am very much interested in knowing Junior’s plans about the Trail work and this seems to take
care of our problem.
With best regards to all of the family.
Copy to Jean Stephenson
December, 1938? Hand-written note attached to ?? [My guess is that it is a note by Avery to
Stephenson attached to the 19 Dec. letter to Maribel York.]
This comes early and embarrassing. I never anticipated it before next summer. Will talk with you
about it.
December 21, 1938. Maribel York, York’s Twin Pine Camps, to Jean Stephenson
Dear Miss Stephenson:
I am enclosing the list you sent me with reductions in some cabins to accommodate sixty, now
about my dining room I think I can take nearly all at one time by using three long tables in the
dining room and the guides table in the smaller room at the end of the veranda next to the pond
from the kitchen.
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I am in camps for the winter and as the mail will be rather uncertain for the next three or four
months you may have to wait for a reply somewhat longer than otherwise but shall, when we can
try the dining room with your party in mind and let you know just what I find I can do.
The mountains are beautiful now all covered with snow and the evergreens are heavy with snow
and looks like a real Christmas.
Looking forward to meeting you again and wishing you a Merry Christmas.
December, 1938. Hand-written note by Myron Avery, probably to Jean Stephenson
This Dining Room Statement is disturbing because I greatly dislike to see a notice sent out on
one theory and then proceed on an other theory: It looks very bad. I would prefer to say nothing
at all rather than to contradict ourselves. She still refers to “nearly” all. Doesn’t it mean two
shifts still and the original notice can stand on that?
In your nice diplomatic way, I wish we could convey the necessity of thus understanding the
embarrassment caused by changes etc. in arrangements agreed on.
Think you had better confirm that some will need to eat in second shift and, if correct, notice can
stand as is.
Perhaps the “equal” division into shifts—if expressed—will need to be de-emphasized.
Please arrange to send a proof to Dench—before Jan. 10th if possible, so he will be familiar with
arrangements. Ernest A. Dench Ho-Ho-Kus, N.J.
I have done a lot in Maine in connection with this and I think all Committees should meet soon.
Myron
December 24, 1938. Robert G. Stubbs, Forest Supervisor, to Myron Avery
Dear Avery:
At this time it has been brought to my attention that a most unique use has been made of the
Appalachian Trail. Mr. Bancroft, a friend of Mr. Sterling’s, called at our office and reports on
that part of the Trail which leaves Sterling’s Pierce Pond Camps that the beavers have availed
themselves of this cleared right-of-way, and that at this time they are actively engaged in yarding
and skidding poplar wood for at least a quarter of a mile on an up-grade, to a small stream where
they have a dam.
Mr. Bancroft has some acquaintance with the life and activities of beavers and he remarked that
he had never observed when beavers had carried wood up-grade before. It would appear that
because the Trail was there and handy that the advantage of the Trail offset the disadvantage of
the grade which they had to carry the wood on. It seems to me that in time we will be able to
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present in our Directory a brief summary of interesting things to be seen on the Trail in the way
of nature study.
December 28, 1938. George T. Carlisle to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
It is my understanding from information obtained this morning that Mr. Baxter has purchased the
Great Northern interest in Twp. 3 Range 10, and the Pingree ownership, excepting the S. W. ¼.
As I told you in the office, it is impossible for the Cassidy Estate to sell so this ownership
remains undivided.
Ownership (Hand-written notes)
T. 3 R. 10
John Cassidy Est.
D. Pingree et al.
G. Northern

110/254 = 5766
135/254 = 7078
9/254 = 472

All 10001 acre T
(Not SW)

= 10001
23,317

¼ = 240 = 6006
27/88 = 297 = 7375+
9/445 = 19 = 491
186/440 = 404 = 10,405
960 24,277

T. 3 R. 9
G.N.
Holman
H. Ross et al.

3/8 = 8265
1/8 = 2755
½ = 11020

3/8 = 375 = 8640
1/8 = 125 = 2880
½ = 500 = 11520
23, 040

Get more dope. Write Mr. Myron Avery, Wash., D.C.
December 28, 1938. Walter Hamilton, State Highway Commission, Augusta, Maine, to
Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
We are sending you under separate cover the maps that were sent to us and also a revised, up to
December 28, base map of the State Highway Commission’s Route Map.
1938. Alice Stuart Manuscript
TWO GIRLS ON THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE THE STORY OF A HIKE FROM BLANCHARD TO KATAHDIN
By
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Alice Stuart
Two girls in hiking clothes and carrying packs must have indeed looked queer, for the conductor
was incredulous. "Goin’ off in the woods for 10 days - just the two of you? Lots of bear up there.
What’ll you do if you meet one?" We had no better answer than a low chuckle, as we left the
Bangor and Aroostook Railroad at Blanchard where a car was waiting to drive us to Bodfish
Siding. Here we cached our packs near the spring and followed the blue-blazed trail up
Boarstone as an appetizer for lunch. The lookout, Tom Katon, was glad to see us (lookouts
always are) and pointed out the twin peaks of Mt. Bigelow, Lake Onawa, Barren, and the general
direction of the Trail route ahead of us. "So many mountains and lakes", said Peggy, who used to
think that Maine was sea coast with a little country behind joining it onto Canada.
On going down Boarstone as we slowed up for blueberries, we discovered how hungry we were,
so hiked along to Bodfish Farm, munching a sandwich in one hand and an orange in the other. It
was about three o'clock in the afternoon when we reached the old homestead of the first settler in
the valley, so after chatting a few minutes, we proceeded on our way past the portable sawmill
and its pile of sawdust. Soon we were following a tote-road thru the less civilized country that
we had been looking forward to.
Beyond, for the story of our 120-mile hike to Katahdin, let my diary entries tell the story.
Took side trail to Slugundy Falls on Long Pond Stream — hurried because rain threatened. Back
on the A.T. again, swung along at a pretty good pace over the humpy tote-road, arriving at Dore's
Camp in time for a swim before supper. Mapped out next day's trip with the help of Mr. Dore's
new Guidebook. {[Footnote:] Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine, Publication No. 4, 385
pp. $1.50; The Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D.C.}
Canoed to one end of the misty lake, then to bed in a cozy log cabin.
--Thursday, August 27 –
Cozy but cold. At 6:45 A.M. the thermometer was only 40 degrees. After a man-sized breakfast,
shouldered our packs and started for York's Long Pond Camps via Barren, Fourth, Third,
Columbus and Chairback, thirteen mountain miles - grand virgin spruce and fir. Saw our first
beaver in the sag between Barren and Fourth Mountains, found pitcher plants, dam. / Linnea
borealis, Cornus canadensis, gold thread, much sphagnum moss, bog cranberry, and other typical
swamp plants. From there, went over innumerable humps - finally rewarded with the view from
Monument Cliff on Third Mountain. Crossed over the rounded dome of Columbus, descending
steeply into the saddle between it and Chairback. Scampered up the blue- blazed side trail for the
grand panoramic view from Chairback. Out of the deep dark woods just at dinner. Water, oh so
cold! Trout and salmon for dinner - and apple pie. Slept in Little Rhody - a 2-story cabin.
- Friday, August 28 –
Clear and warm. Up early to canoe on the lake. Left York’s Camps at 9 A.M. for Whitecap. En
route to the Hermitage were joined by Clifton Kealiher, guide for Chadwick’s Camp, and Bob
and Dick Terrill, of Hartford.
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Crossed the West Branch of Pleasant River on the new log bridge built by the CCC. More bear
stories, but not even a sign of a track. Followed cut-off from Hermitage to the A.T. along Hay
Brook. Lunch at White Brook Falls. Arrived at the lookout’s cabin, puffing and panting; found
that the steepest part still lay ahead. One mile straight up brought us our first glimpse of Mt.
Katahdin. Invaded the lookout tower and took pictures, Mr. Foss, the obliging towerman,
adjusting windows.
Practically ran down the mountain, chewing spruce gum as we went. Were not sorry to be met at
the dam by a rowboat. (After supper, tried to make the slot machine pay off, but no luck, so
broke training rules and staged a Michigan and "Pig” party in our cabin, staying up almost until
midnight before our open fire.
-- Saturday, August 29 -Fourth, day on the Trail. Pouring rain all the way from West Branch Ponds to Yoke Ponds.
Yesterday’s trailmates departed for town in the camp buckboard. Young Fred paddled across the
first lap and rowed us the rest of the way over to Boudreau’s Camp at the east end of Third West
Branch Pond.
Fortified with blueberries, doughnuts and tea, we donned our slickers and trudged along through
the cedar and hemlock swamp [Footnote:] {I hope the A.T. will always keep this swampy part of
the trail. I love it best of all—and it does make nice contrasts.}, water overhead and underfoot.
The Trail had been brushed out beautifully; and nice, water-filled shoes were fun to squish
around in as we went along collecting samples of typical ground cover, bishop's cap, gold thread,
sphagnum moss, lots of oxalis and even forget-me-nots. The water must have been pretty high
this year for the bridge on the East Branch of the Pleasant River was out. Missed the dam near
Joe Guy's old lumber camps somehow. Ate lunch in a downpour, finally located the trail on the
other side and went across on the rocks. Casualty number one - one torn slicker (easily mended
with adhesive). Stalked a deer (our way of saying we kept very quiet), and really saw one on our
way into Berry's Yoke Ponds Camps - also young partridge. We were soaked. And did a package
of dry clothes ever look good? Spent the evening swapping tall tales with a party of Finnish boys
travelling south from Katahdin - tales of swinging bridges that had to be crossed and of stiff
climbs up the mountain.
-- Sunday, August 30-Anything but a day of rest, what with four miles up Joe Mary Mountain (elev. 2,780 ft.) and four
miles down Joe Mary, added to the fourteen miles between bacon and eggs at Berry's and steak
at Potter's. Nice walking, tho, along Cooper Brook. The beavers liked it too, for they had done
some selective logging, felling trees marked with white blazes.
Hiding our packs, all but flashlights and slickers (it had rained off and on all day) under a log, we
went up Joe Mary's blue-blazed side trail, pausing a moment by the shore of Cooper Pond. The
trail ascended very gradually along the north slope of the mountain until we reached the ruined
watchman’s cabin; from there on it was steep. Looking out from the rocky viewpoint near the top
seemed much like looking down from "Heaven" in "Green Pastures". Climbed the tree which
formerly served as the lookout, but the clouds and mist were just too thick, so down to earth and
back to the white blazes of the A.T. Arrived at Potter’s Antlers Camps on Joe Mary Lake about
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7:l5 P.M., having crossed innumerable corduroy bridges. And did we eat, after 22 miles of Maine
woods trails!
Chatting around the fire, we learned that Walter Greene, Maine Guide and former Broadway
actor, had gone through a couple of days before. Everywhere we had seen evidences of his trail
work. Didn’t chat long - too sleepy - and so to bed in two swell new ones, to the tune of rain on
the roof.
-- Monday, August 31 –
These five days have gone like the wind. Woke up at 7 when Mr. Potter laid a fire. Watched the
sun rise over Joe Mary. Paddled the morning away — enjoying the peace of silent places - here
there are no roads - only waterways and trails - it calls back part of a poem that goes,
"Let us probe the silent places, let us seek what luck betide us,
Let us journey to a lonely land I know.
There's a whisper on the night wind, there’s a star aglean to guide us,
And the wind is calling, calling, - let us go."
Even after lunch, were loath to leave. Put-putted across and picked up the A.T. once more.
Found the boiling spring {Potaywadjo Spring} and after a good drink, proceeded on our way
thru swampy country - following the fresh blazes around the beaver flowage--taking the blueblazed side trail to the White House Camps. This trail brought us in sight of the camp but on the
opposite shore on Pemadumcook Lake. There we were welcomed by a terrific thundershower.
Mr. Potter had phoned ahead, so one loud yell brought the motorboat across, the boatman turning
out to be the cook also, a handsome young fellow, who with his pal are in charge here at the
moment. We are the first A.T.’s to stop this year. Read ourselves to sleep over Ballads of the
Maine Woods. Tomorrow A.M. we are going to Third Debsconeag to see Katahdin. Saw a porky
today.
-- Tuesday, September 1 –
Cloudy, cool; rain off and on. Too cloudy to see Katahdin from Third Debsconeag, but enjoyed
the ride over in the "Model T” and a short trip on white water. Back to White House Boat
Landing where Peggy’s broken pack strap got first aid, then by motorboat down Pemadumcook
Lake to the A.T.
Hiked four and a half miles along old logging roads to one end of Nahmakanta Lake where we
separated - Peg taking the packs and a game leg down the lake by boat (four miles) while I
investigated the trail - easy going, like the swampy woods of Northern Minnesota. Many
windfalls - otherwise a swell trail, skirting the lake, crossing a low ridge, and sort of going
around Nesuntabunt Mountain on the west. Saw a blue heron at Pollywog Stream as I waded
across. Arrived at camp by 3 P.M. Put the kettle on and washed clothes while Peggy sewed on
the sole of her shoe.
The same fishermen who were there last year played bridge after supper while we read Ronald
Gower's account of the A.M.C. trip over the trail in1934 and copied off the loon calls from
Lucius L. Hubbard’s "Wood and Lakes of Maine”, 1884.
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-- Wednesday, September 2 –
Clear and cool and sunshiny. Nahmakanta was hard to leave; paddled all morning except when
we played croquet, starting on our way about noon. Lunch on Bean Brook. An easy jaunt, 8.1
miles to Rainbow Lake. Met a game warden going south, the only person we've bumped into on
the trail thus far. Good view of Katahdin at dam at outlet of Rainbow Lake. Just beyond the dam,
near the site of the CCC side camp, came to a neat lean-to.
This three and a half miles took much too long--due mainly to meeting Mr. Clifford’s cows
which insisted upon leading the way. A beaver flowage had flooded the blueberry patches, so we
went wading. Grand views of Katahdin all the way into camp.
After supper, chased loons with a canoe; from the far end of the lake watched the moon rise over
Katahdin. Tried taking moonlight pictures with the help of the guide. One really did come out.
Woke up in the middle of the night to the weird sound of a moose horn - didn’t know what it was
till morning when we were picking blueberries for breakfast and overheard the guide say he had
had no luck last night.
-- Thursday, September 3-Up early to pick blueberries for breakfast. Peggy paddled a canoe alone for the first time, so I
might swim the half mile of trail across Rainbow Lake. After getting warmed up again, covered
the same distance in a few seconds' time in their new launch. There is a new trail around the end
of the lake, hut we chose the old one with its fresh blue blazes, so as not to miss the huge
hardwoods along the West Branch of the Penobscot. Glimpses of Katahdin told us that we were
getting closer to our goal.
At Horse Race Brook, took the trail down to Clifford’s West Branch Camp - Katahdin loomed
large in the distance. On our way again, we stopped at the CCC shelter for a snack. With
trepidation, we approached the new CCC Suspension Bridge across the West Branch of the
Penobscot at Nesowadnehunk Falls. Just the thought of the smashed batteau in the Fannie Hardy
Eckstorm story, "The Penobscot Man”, made me dizzy, so we passed it up and swung along
down to where the Nesowadnehunk joins the Penobscot, across from Kidney Ponds outlying
camps. Shoved a couple of pieces of pulpwood down the log-chutes on the way.
Some fishermen on the opposite shore were reluctant to leave such lucky waters even to ferry
damsels in distress across the swift and forbidding river. They pointed back to the swinging
bridge, so Peggy returned and crossed (which she had been longing to do all the time) and started
down to the other side to interview the men on my behalf. Meanwhile I opened my pack - there
was my red slicker - pulled it out and began signalling S.O.S., S.O.S., S.O.S.. They must have
known Morse code, for a canoe set out immediately and soon I was being poled up the backwaters, then suddenly in the full current every thing on the shore seemed to slip away fast, but
with a few sure strokes of the paddle, I was landed on the other side.
Meeting Peggy part way, we proceeded on to Daicey pond - not of course without the usual
drenching rain, which caught us just between Big Niagara Falls and the Toll Dam. Passed
another party of hikers taking shelter in the deserted lumber camp; reached camp rather late but
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got a warm welcome, with lots of mail. The moon was just coming up over Katahdin as we
launched a canoe on Daicey Pond--it was cold and misty on the lake and soon we were sharing
the cheery warmth of the Recreation Hall which tempted us to talk and plan later than we had
meant.
-- Friday, September 4 –
The grand climax — Katahdin! Cold, clear except along the Knife Edge when the mists (or were
they clouds?) blew in. It doesn't seem possible that we could have covered 100 miles to get here.
Mailed off everything we could well spare--a light pack means a light heart on Katahdin. No
telephone could rouse Chimney Pond, so we took our courage in both hands and went without a
guide. Paddled across Daicey Pond to Grassy Pond to save time; the trail led past some deserted
lumber camps on the shore of Grassy Pond and on to the Katahdin Stream Campground. The A.T.
marker (giving mileage to Daicey Pond and to West Branch of the Penobscot) was only half
there. Inspected the lean-tos with their balsam beds, not realizing that that very night we would
be sleeping on such mattresses ourselves. Began ascending steeply shortly after crossing
Katahdin Stream. Peggy was in her element and I felt fine until we got above timber line on the
Hunt Trail - forebodings came upon me, a feeling that I was invading places not meant for me;
began to wonder if we'd ever made it over Baxter Peak, the Knife-Edge, and Chimney Notch, to
the solid Pomola and the Dudley Trail to Chimney Pond. But the white blazes led on, and we
followed them, coming out thru the Gateway. Paused by Thoreau Spring to eat, and shivering,
hastened on our way, soon gaining the summit of Baxter Peak, where we found the Appalachian
Trail marker, 5,267 feet above sea-level, lacking only thirteen feet of a mile.
Fog drifted in while we stood at the summit, so we could see off in only one direction at a time.
Saw the smoke of Katahdin Iron Works in the distance. Quite a few other hikers were
clambering around. Chatted with a couple of girls from the A.M.C. camp before attacking the
Knife-edge. For a mile or two we walked on top of the world along a vertically fractured granite
ridge two or three feet wide, with the mist blowing across it, often obscuring the precipitous
drops on either side. To Peggy the Knife-edge was thrilling, but to me it was fierce; Chimney
Notch wasn’t as bad as expected and we were glad to slide down there, passing our packs down
by stages, whenever we found a good toe hold.
My knees stopped shaking with the first step on Pomola - we had really made it and the rest
would be "duck soup". Located the blue blazes of the Dudley Trail and scrambled down Pomola
by flashlight - dark as pitch. Three lights far down at Chimney Pond formed a perfect isosceles
triangle, and told us that it wasn't far to camp and supper.
Dudley’s guide, Robinson, saw the flashlights and came up to meet us, accompanying us into
camp. Cooked the steaks to a turn while we washed up and relaxed, listening to stories {To be
available in book form one of these days.} of Pomola told by his advisor and friend, Roy Dudley,
veteran Maine Guide. Then, on balsam boughs, in one of the tents, we slept the sleep of the just,
with the realization that the two girls had traveled 120 miles through the Maine wilderness and
despite the conductor's forebodings, we had seen no bear.
1938. Mountains of Maine Manuscript {See letters in File 41, 2/28} [Assume by Myron
Avery]
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MOUNTAINS OF MAINE
Seashore, 1ake, stream and forest--so have the enthrallments of the Maine wilderness
successively been revealed to those who find in its primeval resources a constant renewal of their
all too transient human energies. Thus, year by year, decade by decade, and even generation by
generation, has continuously occurred this pilgrimage back to the Maine wilderness. Of late,
however, there has become increasingly manifest still another feature of this unsurpassed hinterland of somber and cathedral-like spruce and fir forest with all its elemental stillness. This
feature is the mountain system of Maine.
The allurement of Maine’s mountains lie not in dominating height or difficulty of access but in
their infinite variety. In Katahdin - monarch of an illimitable wilderness - Maine offers
admittedly the outstanding peak east of the Rocky Mountains - a transplanted bit of the High
Sierra, a storehouse of botanical and geological history. Much of the charm of Maine’s
mountains was occasioned by the glacier which stood down over New England eons ago, planing
off the peaks and moulding their shapes as a gigantic sculptor. Thus have resulted the numerous
peaks above timber-line, affording breath-taking cycloramic views. It is not a climatic timberline, for there is none such in Maine, but the relict of the glacier.
Perhaps, to the casual visitor to the mountains of Maine, the feature which most impresses is the
extent of the lakes - a silvery pattern on a green mantle. Lakes so numerous that, as one traveler
wrote, they resemble the broken, scattered fragments of a mirror. The peaks of the Southern
Appalachians may be more inaccessible and rise to a more dominating height but their panorama
is a monotonous pattern. There is a sense there of "something missing". One, who has known the
summits of the Maine wilderness, appreciates instantly that there should be here - and is not - the
silvery sheen "heliographlng" to the summit from the crystal lakes. Again, there are the
hardwood forests, where in autumn the kaleidoscope of colors - flaming crimson, burnished gold
and the deepest of yellows, leave with the traveler an indelible impression.
It is, too, a land of tradition. Past these peaks struggled Benedict Arnold’s gallant but ill-fated
expedition to lay siege to Quebec. These summits have witnessed a saga in Maine's economic
history - the cycle from the old pine days, through the long logs and pulpwood, with its wealth of
the heroic and the exploits of a hardy race of men. Few are the localities where there has not
occurred some striking drama.
Maine's forest and mountain region does possess one unique feature which makes accessible
many of its outstanding peaks. From Katahdin, southwest to the Maine-New Hampshire line,
extends for 265 miles the Maine link of the Appalachian Trail, a master foot-path, devoted to the
interests of foot travelers only. This trail is marked throughout by white paint blazes and the
familiar Appalachian Trail markers. It is a maintained route and, for reasons of greater assurance,
the opening chapters in one's history of mountain climbing should be laid along The Appalachian
Trail before venturing into less-charted regions. A 32-page profusely illustrated booklet, THE
SILVER AISLE, descriptive of The Appalachian Trail in Maine, may be had upon application to
the Maine Development Commission, Augusta, Maine.
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A word as to the purpose of this booklet. Its purpose is to direct attention to some of Maine's
outstanding peaks. It is not intended to be an exhaustive guidebook but it does furnish, for many
peaks, sufficient data to reach the trail to their summits. Conditions in the Maine forests should
be thoroughly appreciated. With the exception of the marked, continuous Appalachian Trail and
at Acadia National Park, there has been no organized or systematic attempt, as in other states, to
make available this mountain region. With restricted exceptions, no mountaineering groups have
"adopted” this region. Much of the area is not included in the topographic maps of the U.S.
Geological Survey. With the exception of the very complete GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN
TRAIL IN MAINE, no Guidebooks are available.
A fortunate circumstance, however, affords a route to many of Maine's outstanding peaks, which
would otherwise be unavailable. On some eighty peaks are lookout towers from which an
unceasing vigil is maintained to protect the Maine wilderness from the ravages of fire. These
trails are maintained but not marked. Where the Trail leaves the road, its beginning is usually
indicated by one of the striking Maine Forest Service signs, with its monition to use care in the
forests. Although the route is unmarked, the single wire of the telephone line to the warden's
cabin and on to the tower usually furnishes an unmistakable guide. Special care should be
exercised, however, to note the route, particularly for the return; temporary markers can be used
at intersections. It should be borne in mind that becoming lost or straying from the route may
involve serious consequences as well as expense and inconvenience of searching parties. When
you emerge from the timber, if the route is obscured or visibility restricted, do not attempt to
progress farther. Remember that you are travelling in a wilderness and be governed accordingly.
The Maine Statutes require non-residents who light fires while camping, fishing or hunting to
employ guides, except at campsites maintained by the Maine Forest Service. As the lean-tos on
The Appalachian Trail are such public campsites, the use of the Trail facilities complies with this
requirement. However, as most of the trips here described (except the Katahdin Region) can be
made from one's car or from a sporting camp in a day, except in the interior, this requirement
will cause little inconvenience to the "outsider".
What preparation should be made or what equipment carried will be asked. The thing of greatest
importance is to have an adequate appreciation of what you are undertaking. Do not undertake
trips beyond your capacity. Allow ample time; above all, avoid traveling strange terrain after
nightfall. Budget your time. Allow ample time for the view from the summit. Note the trees,
flowers and bird life. With the various stops, you will do well to average throughout more than
two miles an hour. Many trails are excessively rough or steep. Allow an hour per mile in
climbing and double the allowance for the steep climbs. When you reach the summit, if it
happens to be a Forest Service lookout, do not fail to climb the tower and, by use of the
firewarden's direction finder, "spot” the distant peaks on the horizon. The fire wardens are
friendly people, who are always glad to tell you of the points of interest. As you become more
familiar with the Maine woods, you will discover that extended trips are possible from mountain
to mountain, following the old lumber roads and Maine Forest Service telephone lines.
On a one day trip, the clothing and equipment needed is pretty much a matter of personal
preference. You will want a small pack for your lunch and rain garment. It is often cold and
windy on the summit; carry a sweater or extra wool shirt. Your shoes should be well broken in,
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thick-soled and at least one-half a size larger than street shoes. Wear one or two pair of wool
hose over an old pair of silk or lisle socks. If you are susceptible to blisters, avoid this discomfort
by hardening your feet through soaking in a tannic acid solution. (One ounce of tannic acid
powder in two quarts of water in a porcelain container; use several times for a quarter of an
hour.) Poisonous snakes are unknown in Maine. Drinking water is usually available at frequent,
intervals; only on the highest peaks will a canteen be desirable. If you climb in June or July, take
along a mosquito and black fly preparation.
It goes without saying that, as against a possible mishap, three things are indispensible: a good
compass, matches or fire-making material and something in the way of emergency food. Of
course, you will have a map and, above all, will have studied it in advance so that you will have
an accurate knowledge of the surrounding terrain and your route. A compass is useless
if you haven’t any idea of where you wish to go. Above all do not travel alone.
For the equipment required on more extended trips, the publications of various mountaineering
clubs should be consulted. Users of The Appalachian Trail will find particularly helpful LIST OF
HIKING, CAMPING, WINTER SPORTS AND TRAIL-CLEARING EQUlPMENT, issued by
the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D.C.
The matter in this booklet relates, for the most part, to that type of mountaineering where the
only requisites are sufficient energy and a moderate degree of physical preparation. Maine,
however, does offer the superlative in rock climbing and the sure technical phases of
mountaineering. The routes at Katahdin are outstanding. Leading mountaineers - after sojourns
in the Alps and more publicized regions - return each year to climb on the sheer granite walls of
the Katahdin Basins. The mountains in Acadia National Park also afford excellent climbing.
Articles on the rock-climbing routes at Katahdin appear in the various issues of Appalachia, the
Journal of the Appalachian Mountain Club, 5 Joy St., Boston, Mass.
For convenience, the mountains here described have been grouped in various sections as follows:
Section I - Katahdin
Section II - The Katahdinauguoh
Section III- The Peaks along the Appalachian Trail
The statistical data for each peak have been extracted from a very comprehensive list of data for
Maine mountains, compiled by Stanley B. Attwood, President, Maine Alpine Club, Lewiston,
Maine. The "base elevation” is the lowest point in any direction on the slope extending up to the
summit; it is not the lowest point on the approach trail or the extent of the climb. The data for
Sections I to III, inclusive, have been furnished by members of the Maine Appalachian Trail
Club and are extracted from the third edition of GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN
MAINE.
SECTION I
Katahdin
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Katahdin is not only the outstanding peak of Maine but of the eastern United States. To its preeminence the striking extent of its literature--more extensive than any other single American
peak - bears conclusive evidence. {[Footnote:] See AN ANNOTATFD BIBLIOGRAPHY OF
MOUNT KATAHDIN, by Edward S. C. Smith and Myron H. Avery, Publication No. 6, The
Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D.C. ($1.10)} To deal
adequately with the Katahdin Region and its trails is beyond the scope of this publication. The
latest map of the Katahdin Region and the most detailed description of the trails at Katahdin are
contained in the 335-page third edition of Guide to The Appalachian Trail to which reference
should be made. {[Footnote:] Prepared by Maine Appalachian Trail Club. Obtainable from
Maine Publicity Bureau, Portland, Maine ($1.50) or from The Appalachian Trail Conference,
901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D.C.}
The following extracts from this Guidebook will afford some conception of this outstanding
mountain mass:
“Katahdin, the northern terminus of The Appalachian Trail, is easily one of its
most outstanding features. It is the mountain preeminent--without peer east of the Rocky
Mountains! 'Kette-Adene’--Indian for the ‘greatest mountain’--in every way responds to
the tribute of the age-old name given the mountain by the aboriginal dwellers in the
fastnesses of the Maine forests. Rising as an isolated, massive, gray granite monolith
from the central Maine forest, broken only by the silver sheen of its countless lakes,
Katahdin is indeed the monarch of an illimitable wilderness.
"From each cardinal direction, Katahdin's aspect is utterly different. It is not one but
many mountains. From the south, seen over Togue Ponds on the Millinocket approach to
the mountain, it is a huge, undulating rampart wall. From the east, over beautiful
Katahdin Lake. It is the rim of a series of broken-open volcanic cones. From the north, it
is merely the culminating peak of two parallel ranges, which approach it from the level
lands of the Penobscot East-Branch Valley. From the west, it is a long ridge, overtopping
the outlying, protecting barrier ranges.
****
"The mountain itself may be aptly, if not elegantly, described as an enormous broad
fishhook. The projecting point is the broad, rounded dome of Pamola (4,902 ft.). To the
Indians, Pamola was the deity of the mountain. In awe of Pamola's wrath, the Indians
never ventured near it. Those who accompanied Charles Turner in 1804 told him how
Pamola had destroyed a party of Indians, who had previously ventured into the fastnesses
of Katahdin, so that none now dared approach the mountain. Enclosed in the bend of the
hook, which extends at first south, then west and north, are three enormous basins--Great,
North and Little North. These are open to the east. The Great Basin, at an elevation of
2,910 ft., has two ponds - Chimney, about eight acres in extent, and a smaller pond,
known as Cleftrock Pool. From their floors, sheer gray or pink granite walls rise abruptly
two thousand feet to the rim above. ***
“Encircling the Great Basin for three-quarters of its circumference, is the famous KnifeEdge, a narrow wall of vertically- fractured granite. In many places one may stand astride
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of it; below, precipitous slopes fall sheer for 1500 feet. The Knife-Edge leads gradually
upwards, past South Peak to Baxter Peak (formerly Monument Peak), just thirteen feet
under a mile in height. Here is the summit of Katahdin. This, too, is on the rim encircling
the Great Basin. The broad summit of Katahdin, The Tableland, extending south and west
for a mile, and north for about three miles, is decidedly unexpected after the impression
of a narrow mountain rim, formed by the views from below. To the north--and forming
the shank of the hook--The Tableland descends to its lowest point, The Saddle. It then
rises to Hamlin Peak (4,751 ft.) from which a long bare ridge, Hamlin Ridge, leads east,
separating the Great and North Basins. It is a favorite route on the mountain. Beyond
Hamlin Peak are the three bare Northern Peaks (4,612 to 4,734 ft.), then a long ridge,
covered at first with a dense growth of scrub and then by a spruce and fir forest, leads to
Wassataquoik Stream. A ravine divides the northern end of the mountain. On the east is
the square bulk of Russell Mountain; to the west is Tip-Top, on the slope of which can
still be seen the remains of an old sluice, used to drop logs into a pond formed by the
splicing together of two streams in E. B. Draper's Wassataquoik lumber operations in
1910-4. High on the slope of Tip-Top is a rarely visited pond.
"West of Katahdin is the Klondike, a great elevated, forbidding spruce-flat, lying between
Katahdin and the L-shaped Katahdinauguoh. The Klondike is a land of mystery. Other
than the famous Penobscot Indian Jo Francis, who hunted moose there and named the
region because of its suggestion of the wildness of the Alaskan Klondike, few parties
have traversed the Klondike. No trails lead into it or through it. At its upper end, it is a
broad level expanse, enclosing several deadwaters teeming with trout. The Middle
Branch of Wassataquolk Stream rises here. Except by climbing over the surrounding
ranges, the only approach to the Klondike is a tortuous way from the northeast along the
stream, where it has forced its way through the narrow, dark and gloomy defile between
Fort Mountain and the Northwest Plateau.
"On the west side of the mountain, high above the Klondike, are three other ravines.
Perhaps the most interesting is the Northwest Basin (2,300 ft. app.), discovered less than
half a century ago, on whose shelf are located 5 ponds. A waterfall, dropping from the
slope of the mountain is the inlet of Davis Pond. The outlet of lake Cowles cascades from
the shelf to the Northwest Basin Brook below. On the upper reaches of the Northwest
Basin Brook is a long line of waterfalls.
"Klondike Pond (3,435 ft.) on the southern side of the Northwest Plateau is a long,
narrow body of water, a third of a mile in length, in a wild and picturesque ravine located
high above the Klondike. Witherle Ravine is an enormous chasm, near The Gateway,
descending to Katahdin Stream under the shadow of the cliffs on The Owl.
“What has been said is a mere enumeration of the outstanding features of Katahdin. The
casual climber, who thinks he has seen all after he reaches Baxter (Monument) Peak,
knows little of the wonders of Katahdin. It is a mountain not for a one day’s trip but for
many weeks and to which the traveler will return again and again with increasing
pleasure and enthusiasm.”

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1938 – Compiled by David Field – Page

294

There are three road approaches to Katahdin. From the south: Millinocket to Roaring Brook
(Millinocket-Basin Ponds Road, 26 m.), or to Katahdin Stream, 25.9 m. via MillinocketGreenvi1le Road; from the west, Greenville to Katahdin Stream (65 m.); from the north (Patten)
25.2 m. via the Grand Lake Fire-road.
The trail approaches to Katahdin are:
Appalachian (Hunt) Trail – 5.24 m. - from Millinocket-Greenville Road, 25.9 m. from
Millinocket;
Chimney Pond and Saddle Trail – 5.47 m. - from Millinocket-Basin Ponds Road, 26 m.
from Millinocket;
St. Johns Trail – 4.52 m. - from Millinocket-Basin Ponds Road, 21.9 m. from
Millinocket;
Trout Brook Tote-road, Old Pogy Road and North Peaks Trail – 34.8 m. from end of
Grand Lake Fire-road (25.2 m. from Patten).
Other trails at Katahdin are the Dudley and Cathedral Trails from Chimney Pond; the Klondike,
Northwest Basin and Baxter Peak Cut-Off on The Tableland and the Hamlin Ridge and North
Basin Trails. The Abol and Sandbank Trails have been obliterated by lumbering operations.
SECTION II
The Katahdinauguoh
The Katahdinauguoh are the numerous peaks around Katahdin. For the most part, they are
trailless and little-frequented, affording opportunity for extensive exploring trips. For an account
of this region, we again resort to GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE:
"From the south, Katahdin is a solitary mountain. From other directions, it is merely the
lofty culmination of a long line of satellite peaks which lead to it from the north. * * *
Lower and less rugged, these peaks were known to the Indians as the ‘Katadinauguoh’.
****
"Nestled between Wassataquoik Mountain and the broad expanse of South Pogy
Mountain, with the picturesque ruins of its lumbering past, is Wassataquoik Lake, narrow,
long, walled-in by sheer cliffs in a setting perhaps unequalled in the State. Beyond Pogy
Mountain is a cross-range (east and west) of Burnt, Squirt Dam, Black Brook, Black Cat
and South Branch Mountains. The Maine Forest Service fire tower on Burnt Mountain
affords a fine outlook over the entire region. The old Pogy Road leads from Trout Brook
Farm to Wassataquoik Lake, past the fire tower and McCarty Camp, a small oasis in this
forest desert, where fire warden Charlie Mahar maintains an unceasing vigil.
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"Across the flat Pogy Notch looms another parallel range. From the Maine Forest Service
firetower on Horse or Matagamon Mountain, rising abruptly from the lake of that name,
there extends south and west a series of bare rhyolite cones--The Deadwater Mountains-which in 1857 had indelibly impressed Thoreau. The other peaks of this group, all easily
climbed, are Trout Brook Mountain, the three peaks of Billfish Mountain and Bald
Mountain. On the summit of Bald Mountain is a small growth of Pinus banksiana, first
reported there by the State’s Geological Survey in 1861.
"South lies The Traveler. Its descriptive name was applied by voyageurs on the
Penobscot East Branch; the mountain seemed to travel with them. For many years
thought to be the second highest mountain in the State, only recently the Traveler has
been forced to yield this distinction to peaks in western Maine. The Traveler is seldom
climbed. To the west, five spurs extend from its long bare ridge. Two side ridges wall in
the two South Branch Ponds, whose spectacular beauty has few rivals In the State. To the
east of The Traveler is an unknown region. To the south, across from Katahdin, is the
broad expanse of Turner Mountain. ****
“From the west side of Katahdin, Doubletop’s cone--perhaps Maine's most perfect
mountain--offers a full but rewarding day's trip over ingrown Forest Service trails to the
fifty-foot firetower, then over its north slope and thence down Nesowadnehunk Stream.
Trails lead from Daicey and Kidney Ponds to the low-lying Sentinel Mountain with a
splendid, grandstand view of the Katahdin Range from the west. The rock pinnacles on
the dense, scrub-covered cone of The Owl, the long ridge of Barren, O-J-I with its nameplate washed out by the slides following the September 1932 storm, and the inverted Vshaped slide on Mt. Coe, afford strenuous but most rewarding trips. * * * On the east,
Turner Mountain with its North, South and East Peaks and the misnamed Twin Ponds,
hemmed in by sheer cliffs is reached. * * * The fascinating region north of Katahdin-Russell, Fort, Wassataquoik, Mullen and Pogy Mountains and that gem of mountain lakes
Wassataquoik--is readily accessible from Russell Pond. Farther southwest are North and
South Brother, the inaccessible, culminating summits of The Katahdinauguoh, rising over
4000 feet in height. Together with Mt. Coe, these peaks form the beautiful symmetrical
line of summits, known as The Brothers."
The ascent of these numerous peaks is a real pioneering expedition. Detailed information for
each peak is contained in the Maine Appalachian Trail Club’s Guidebook, which is indispensible
for a trip to this region. The peaks here described are:
The Traveler
The Owl
O-J-I
Mt. Coe
Barren
South Brother
North Brother
Fort
Mullen

Trout Brook
Horse (Matagamon)
Turner
Penobscot East Branch
Turner
Sentinel
Russell
Tip-Top
Doubletop
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Wassataquoik
North Pogy
South Pogy
South Branch
Bald
Billfish

SECTION III
The Peaks Along the Appalachian Trail

The mountains, described in this section, are maintained, marked routes. With reference to
GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, one may travel these routes with every
sense of assurance. White paint blazes indicate the way to peaks on the main Trail; blue the side
trail peaks. Frequent board signs give distances and objectives.
As many of the peaks here described are many days distant from the nearest highway, GUIDE
TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL, IN MAINE must be consulted for the approach. Many are
accessible only by continuous travel over The Appalachian Trail.
RAINBOW MTN.
Locality:
Length of Trail:
Approach:

Piscataquis County, T. 2 R. 11,
1 m. (blue-blazed),
Clifford’s Camps on Rainbow Lake (12.2 m. on
Appalachian Trail from Millinocket-Greenville Road).

Rainbow Mountain is the long, irregular ridge on the south shore of Rainbow Lake. It affords an
easy climb and is reached by the blue-blazed side trail, 1 m. in length from Clifford's Rainbow
Lake Camps. Despite its low elevation, from its several viewpoints Rainbow Mountain affords
an astonishingly wide panorama. To the north the Katahdin Range is very prominent; to the west
the Spencer Mountains; to the south Joe Mary Mountain and the route of travel along The
Appalachian Trail for many days.
From Clifford's Camps, the blue-blazed trail climbs over a series of terraces laid bare by the
devastating Rainbow Lake fire, through luscious blueberry patches where bear are often seen, to
the culminating viewpoint on the highest part of the ridge.
NESUNTABUNT MTN.
Locality:
Length of Trail:
Approach:

Piscataquis County, T. 1 R. 11.
App. ½ m. (unmarked)
From Appalachian Trail (1.2 m. south of McDougall’s Camps on
Nahmakanta Lake and 10.3 m. north of Maher Campground).

Nesuntabunt Mountain, an Indian term meaning "three-headed”, lies between Nahmakanta Lake
and The Appalachian Trail which roughly parallels Nahmakanta Lake some distance to the west.
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There is no trail to the summit and it affords a rough scramble. Leave The Appalachian Trail at a
distance of 1.2 south of the Nahmakanta Lake Camps and go south through a rough wooded area
for about half a mile to the open ridges at the summit. Here is a splendid view. On its east side
are steep cliffs.
POTAYWADJO RIDGE
Locality:
Length of Trail:
Approach:

Piscataquis County, T. 1 R. 10.
2/3 m. (blue-blazed).
From Appalachian Trail (4.4 m. south of Mahar Campground and
1.5 m. north of Potter's Antlers Camps on Lower Joe Mary Lake).

Potaywadjo Ridge is the bare granite ridge to the north of Lower Joe Mary Lake. It is marked by
the familiar blue blazes of The Appalachian side trail system. Potaywadjo Ridge offers splendid
outlooks over the intriguing Joe Mary country, long known to vacationists. This peak is
accessible from The Appalachian Trail at a distance of 4.4 m. south of the Mahar Campground
on Nahmakanta Stream or 1.5 m. north of Potter’s Camps. The trail is 2/3 m. in length, with a
moderate ascent.
JOE MARY MTN.
Locality:
Length of Trail:
Approach:
Height:

Piscataquis County, T. A R. 10.
4.2 m. (blue-blazed).
From Appalachian Trail (3.55 m. south of Potter's Antlers Camps
on Lower Joe Mary Lake and 10.5 m. north of Berry's Camps on
Yoke Ponds).
2,780 ft.

Joe Mary (not Jo Merry) Mountain is the almost symmetrical wooded dome so prominent from
the Lower Lakes on the Penobscot West Branch. Conspicuous from many points of view. It has a
fascinating appeal to the traveler. It owes its name to a famous Penobscot Indian, Joe Mary,
whose hunting grounds embraced this region. Joe Mary is far in the wilderness and only the most
vigorous will wish to make the trip in one day from either Potter’s Camps on Lower Joe Mary
Lake, or Berry’s Camps on Yoke Ponds. To the summit from these Camps it is 7.75 m. and 14.7
m., respectively.
From The Appalachian Trail the blue blazes lead through a flat section in 3/4 m. to a beautiful
campground on the west shore of Cooper Pond. The trail then ascends steadily through mature
hardwoods, passing the last water and ruined watchman’s cabin, abandoned in 1913, at the edge
of the conifers. Beyond, the trail climbs steadily over broken ledges to the top. The summit is
densely wooded and the outlook is from the north, where the trees have been cut away at the
edge of one of the cliffs. At the highest point is the old tree which served as the watchman’s
lookout.
Care should be exercised on the summit, as, by reason of the flat terrain, one may easily miss the
return trail. Joe Mary is of much interest to the geologist, for on its slopes are presented varying
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phases of the contacts between the intruding granite rock and the original rock of the mountain.
This feature is described in GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE.
BOARDMAN MTN.
Locality:
Length of Trail:
Approach:

Piscataquis County, T. A R. 11.
1/2 m. app, (unmarked).
From Appalachian Trail (1.3 m. from Berry’s Camps on Yoke
Ponds, on Kokadjo-B Pond Road, 35.4 m. from Greenville).

Boardman Mountain is the outlook point over the huge bowl of the East Branch Valley, south to
the White Cap Range. It is reached by following The Appalachian Trail from Berry’s Yoke Pond
Camps south for a distance of 1.3 m. to the height of the divide, where the Trail descends to the
East Branch of Pleasant River. Here turn west for app. 1/2 m. on an old lumber road. The best
viewpoints are reached by scrambling up the cliffs on the south slope of the mountain.
WHITECAP MTN.
Locality:
Height:
Length of Trail:
Approach:

Piscataquis County, East Bowdoin College Grant.
3,707 ft.
.3 m. from Appalachian Trail (blue-blazed).
From Appalachian Trail, 6.5 m. from Pleasant Pond
[should be “River”] Road, which is 6 m. from Katahdin
Iron Works by tote-road (5 m. passable by automobile to
White Brook from Katahdin Iron Works);13.85 m. from
Berry’s Camps on Yoke Ponds on Kokadjo-B Pond Road,
35.4 m. from Greenville.

The White Cap Range is a very extensive mountain system. It is reached either from The
Appalachian Trail at the West Branch Ponds, or from the old Pleasant River Road from Katahdin
Iron Works. The Appalachian Trail route from the north reaches the crest west of the main peak,
turns north into the sag just east of the summit, then descends south steeply along White Brook.
The fire tower, .3m. from the main trail, affords the best viewpoint.
Several spurs of White Cap, such as Big and Little Spruce and Gulf Hagas Mountains, enclose
rarely-visited ponds, the result of glacial action. With the exception of The Appalachian Trail,
there is no route to these peaks.
A feature of this system which should not be overlooked by any traveler is the extensive blueblazed system along Gulf Hagas, the deep canyon of the West Branch of Pleasant River--the
Grand Canyon of the East. Nearby are the outstanding peaks of Baker and Elephant Mountains,
also trailless. There is much for the traveler to see in this locality.
THE BARREN-CHAIRBACK RANGE
Locality:

Piscataquis County.
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Chairback

T. 7 R. 9. Height 2,150 ft., base
elevation 650 ft., difference in
elevation 1,500 ft.

Columbus

T. 7 R. 9. Height 2,400 ft., base
elevation 750 ft., difference in
elevation 1,650 ft.
T. 7 R. 9. Height 2,250 ft., base
elevation 1,200 ft., difference in
elevation 1,050 ft.

Third
Fourth

Barren

T. 7 R. 9. Height 2,400 ft., base
elevation 1,200 ft., difference in
elevation 1,200 ft.
T. 3 R. 10. Height 3,631 ft., base
elevation 1,040 ft., difference in
elevation 2,641 ft.

Length of Trail: From York’s Camps on Long Pond to Bodfish Farm, The Appalachian
Trail over the Barren-Chairback Range is 17.15 m.
Approach: From Bodfish Farm on the south (11 m. from Monson); from the north via
Pleasant River Road (3.15 m. from York’s Camps), 6 m. from Katahdin Iron Works by
tote-road (5 m. passable by automobile to White Brook from Katahdin Iron Works).
The Barren-Chairback Range consists of five principal peaks. From north to south these are
Chairback, Columbus, Third, Fourth and Barren. From either end--Long Pond (reached via
Katahdin Iron Works) or Bodfish Intervale--the traverse of this range is a particularly strenuous
trip of 17 miles. The trip can be made with maximum enjoyment by utilizing either one of the
two blue-blazed side trails midway the route down to the Long Pond Camps.
Features of this ridge are the several high-lying ponds, such as East and West Chairback and
Cloud Ponds. Barren Ledges offer a striking view over Bodfish Valley and Lake Onawa below.
This ridge is covered with a dense growth of spruce and fir and is "wild country” in the extreme.
Practically the entire Trail along the Barren-Chairback Range was cut by Walter D. Greene,
President of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
BOARSTONE (BORESTONE) MTN.
Locality:
Height:
Trail:
Approach:

Piscataquis County, Elliottsvllle Plantation.
1,850 ft., base elevation 550 ft., difference in elevation 1,300 ft.
2.05 m. (blue-blazed).
From Appalachian Trail and automobile road Monson to Bodfish
Farm (9 m. from lMonson).

Boarstone or Borestone Mountain is the sheer granite cone rising so majestically above beautiful
Lake Onawa. It is quite accessible, being reached by a good dirt road from Monson to Bodfish
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Intervale, some 9 m. from Monson. From here a dirt road is followed for a mile to the Moore
Ponds. Beyond, the blue-blazed trail leads steeply up, then across the first open summit to the
farther (more eastern) peak with its fire-tower. Here, if you are fortunate to climb on a day when
there is good visibility, the fire warden will show you the dominating peaks along The
Appalachian Trail in far western Maine.
MOXIE BALD MTN.
Locality:
Somerset County, Bald Mtn. T. 2 R. 3.
Height:
2,630 ft., base elevation 980 ft., difference in elevation 1,650 ft.
Trail and Approach: Appalachian Trail, 12.2 m. from Blanchard; 5.2 a. from Troutdale
Cabins on Moxie Pond (reached via Lake Moxie - Shirley Road
from The Forks on U.S. Route 201).
Moxle Bald is a long, granite ridge lying between Moxie and Bald Mountain Ponds. The trip to
this peak is long and strenuous. Via The Appalachian Trail from the east, from Blanchard, it is
12 m.; from the west it is 3.2 m. from the Moxie Pond Camps at the narrows on Moxie Pond.
These Camps, in turn, are accessible by the road between the Forks and Shirley; from the old
Moxie Pond Station the converted railroad is passable by automobile down the west shore of the
Pond to the Narrows.
The extensive bare summit of this mountain is of much interest, affording remarkable views. The
burned areas on its west slope afford a striking object lesson for the necessity for care in the
woods.
PLEASANT POND MTN.
Locality:
Height:
Trail:
Approach:

Somerset County, The Forks Plantation
2,480 ft., base elevation 1,262 ft., difference in elevation 1,218 ft.
2.3 m. via Appalachian Trail crossing shoulder of mountain.
From Pleasant Pond Road via Caratunk on U.S. 201 to
Appalachian Trail and 2.3 m. by Trail to firetower.

Pleasant Pond Mountain affords a moderate climb from the end of the road passable by
automobile, leading from Caratunk to Pleasant Pond. The route on the east side leads through a
splendid coniferous forest with a rather steep scramble near the top of .2 m. over ledges. The
firetower is intermittently occupied.
THE MT. BIGELOW RANGE
Locality:

Somerset County, Dead RiverPlantation.

East Peak, Mt. Bigelow
West Peak, Mt. Bigelow
North Horn, Mt. Big.
South Horn, Mt. Big.

Height
4.088 ft.
4,150 ft.
3,800 ft.
3,831 ft.

Base Elevation
1,122 ft.
1,122 ft.
1,122 ft.

Difference in Elev.
2,966 ft.
3,028 ft.
2,678 ft.
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Cranberry Peak (T4R3)
First Ledges
Little Bigelow
Approach:

3,213 ft.

1,160 ft.

2,053 ft.

3,001 ft.

880 ft.

2,121 ft.

From the Ledge House and Dead River Village on Me. Highway
16; from Bigelow Village on Me. Highway 27, Stratton on
Me. Highways 16 and 27.

The Mt. Bigelow Range is, in interest and extent, easily the second mountain group in the State.
It is impossible to describe here adequately its outstanding features. The range consists of the
twin East and West Peaks, with a firetower on the former; only slightly lower and equally
symmetrical are the twin Horns. To the east is Little Bigelow, a duplicate of the main range, with
sheer cliffs to the south. Farther west is Cranberry Peak and First Ledges. The entire range rises
very abruptly from the flat lands of the Dead River Valley.
There is an extensive trail system of some 20 miles along this range. The Arnold Trail, an
alternate Appalachian Trail route, leads into The Appalachian Trail, just east of the main peak.
At the Horns Pond, where The Appalachian Trail turns south, a blue-blazed trail cut by Game
Warden Helon N. Taylor, of Eustis, continues west along the ridge crest past such interesting
localities as Cranberry Peak and Cranberry Pond, Arnold's Well, and First Ledges to the end of
the range at Stratton. Lean-tos at the Horns Pond and at Mt. Bigelow afford opportunities for
camping while exploring this densely forested range.
A variety of trips on Mt. Bigelow is possible. From the Ledge House on Maine Highway 16, one
may follow the Arnold Trail and then The Appalachian Trail to either Bigelow Village or to
Dead River. Alternative other trips would be from either Dead River Village or Bigelow Village
along The Appalachian Trail to the Horns Pond and then west along the blue-blazed Bigelow
Range Trail. At least three days will be required to adequately cover this region. The view from
the summit of Mt. Bigelow is reputed to be one of the very finest in the State.
SPAULDING MTN.
Locality:
Height:
Trail:
Approach:

Franklin County. Mt. Abraham.
3,988 ft.; base elevation 1,240 ft.; dlfference in elevation 2,748 ft.
Appalachian Trail 7.15 m. from Bigelow Village or 5.85 m. from
Orbeton Stream.
Bigelow Village on Me. Highway 27; Orbeton Stream via
converted railroad grade (9.2 m.) and Me. Highway from Rangeley
(5 m.).

Spaulding Mountain is a densely wooded spruce and fir dome lying along the high ridge of the
triad of peaks, Sugarloaf, Spaulding and Abraham, so conspicuous from many points of view in
the Kennebec Valley. It is accessible only by The Appalachian Trail and is 7.15 m. from the
highway at Bigelow Village and 5.35 m. from the road passable by automobile along the tracks
of the converted old Sandy Lakes and Rangeley Railroad [sic. “Sandy River & Rangeley Lakes
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Railroad”] leading south from Maine Highway 4 east of Rangeley Village. Lean-tos on the south
slope of Spaulding Mtn. and on the north slope of Mt. Sugarloaf afford a base for camping.
SADDLEBACK
Locality:

Saddleback
Saddleback Jr. (Madrid)
The Horn (Madrid)
Poplar Ridge (Redington)
Potato Nubble (Redington)

Franklin County, Sandy River Plantation, T. 2 R. 1.
Height
4,116 ft.
3.640 ft.
4,023 ft.
3,120 ft.
3,029 ft.

Base Elevation
1,520 ft,
880 ft.
1,100 ft.
1,420 ft.
1,535 ft.

Difference in Elev.
2,596 ft.
2,760 ft.
2,923 ft.
1,700 ft.
1,494 ft.

For Sugarloaf and Abraham Mtns. (before and after Spaulding Mtn., respectively) (Use Mr.
Greaton’s data already prepared, noting that probably Abraham will be accessible by a blueblazed side trail from The Appalachian Trail as well as the fire warden's route up Rapid Stream.)
Trail:

The Appalachian Trail over the Saddleback Range from Orbeton
Stream to Me. Highway 4 is 16.15 m.

Approach:

From Me. Highway 4 at A.T. crossing 4 m. south of Rangeley or to
side road to A.T. at connection between Second and Third Sandy
River Ponds, 8.8 m. from Rangeley. See Spaulding Mtn. for
Orbeton Stream Approach.

Saddleback, with its dominating position above the Rangeley Lakes, is one of the outstanding
mountain groups in Maine. For over 2 miles the route is above timber line along open ridges.
This mountain system consists, from east to west, of Poplar Ridge, Saddleback Junior, The Horn,
and the twin peaks of the main summit. The traverse of the entire range from Maine Highway 4
to the old road at Redington Pond on the converted Sandy Lakes Railroad [sic], with the steep
ascents and descents over the various summits, is indeed a strenuous trip. This distance can be
shortened 4 miles by taking a side trail from Maine Highway 4 for a distance of 1/4 m., which
comes into The Appalachian Trail at the ford between Second and Third Sandy River Ponds.
From this point to the summit of Saddleback and return involves an 8-mile walk. Another
variation is to follow the side trail from the summit to Saddleback Lake, or in returning to
continue along The Appalachian Trail some 4 miles farther to its crossing of Maine Highway 4.
Piazza Rock and the Caves nearby add much of interest. The route passes several attractive
ponds. Shelter is available at the Piazza Rock and Saddleback lean-tos.
ELEPHANT MTN.
Locality:
Height:

Oxford County, Township C.
3,900 ft. (est.)
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Trail:
Approach:

From Appalachian Trail 1 m. app. (unmarked).
To the saddle between Elephant and Old Blue Mtns., 7.1 m. from
Me. Highway 17 (7.3 m. north of Houghton) or 3 m. from Me.
Highway 5 (2 m. south of South Arm on Lower Richardson Lake).

Elephant Mountain: The Appalachian Trail between Maine Highway 17 and Maine Highway 5
crosses the sag between Elephant and Old Blue. The magnificent stand of primeval spruce found
here is alone worth this trip. There is no trail to the wooded summit of Elephant. Its bettling [sic]
cliffs are very conspicuous. It is reached by a very rough scramble; one may leave The
Appalachian Trail just back of the morainal dump at the Elephant Lean-to or at the county line at
the high point of the sag. It is approximately a mile to the summit. Views from the summit may
be had by climbing trees. The ruggedness of this summit is particularly impressive.
OLD BLUE
Locality:
Height:
Trail:
Approach:

Franklin County, Township D.
3,755 ft.; elevation at base 1,198 ft.; difference in elev. 2,557 ft.
From Appalachian Trail 2 m. app. (unmarked)
See Elephant Mtn.

Old Blue is renowned for its dense scrub. The trail to the summit from the south has become
obliterated. From The Appalachian Trail it involves a pathless trek of some 2 miles from the
summit of the divide between Elephant and Old Blue; see the data for Elephant Mountain in the
preceding section. Elephant and Old Blue are two of the most outstanding peaks in the State to
which there is no trail.
C POND BLUFF
Locality:
Oxford County, C Surplus
Trail:
From Appalachian Trail 1 m. (blue-blazed)
Approach:
5.35 m. by Appalachian Trail from Me. Highway 5 (2 m. from
South Arm on Lower Richardson Lake) and 7.7 m. from Andover
B Hill Road (5.7 m. from Andover)
C Pond Bluff is the rugged, sheer-walled ridge rising to the north from C Pond. It is reached
from The Appalachian Trail from the east, a distance of 5.35 m. from Maine Highway 5 and 7.7
m. from the Andover-B Hill Road on the west. The route up C Pond Bluff, with its striking
evidence of glacial action, was marked by the Bates Outing Club. The distance is 1 mile with a
steep ascent but most rewarding views.
BALDPATE
Locality:
East Peak
West Peak
Little Baldpate

Oxford County, Grafton
Height
4.080 ft. (est.)
3,930 ft. (est.)
3,500 ft. (est.)

Base Elevation
1.500 ft.
1.500 ft.

Difference in Elev.
2.580 ft.
2,430 ft.
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Mt. Hittie
Trail:
Approach:

The Trail over the Baldpate Range is 7.2 m.
Andover-B Hill Road at Frye Brook (5.7 m. from Andover) and
Grafton Notch on Maine Highway 26 (12.7 m. from Newry
Corners).

Baldpate is another extensive mountain system with its features developed by glacial action. It
consists of four sections, Little Baldpate, an eastern projection, and the two open summits, East
and West Baldpate, and Mt. Hittie, a long, wooded range leading to the south. The traverse of
this mountain is particularly spectacular. From the Andover-B Hill Road to Grafton Notch it is
7.2 m.
Frye Brook to the east has many outstanding features, such as The Churn, The Cascades, etc.,
which have been long renowned. On the west side of the mountain a side trail leads to Table
Rock, a sheer-walled cliff rising above Grafton Notch below. The Grafton Notch and Frye Brook
Lean-to afford shelter on either side of the mountain range.
OLD SPECK
Locality:
Height:
Trail:
Approach:

Oxford County, Grafton.
4,250 ft. (est.), base elevation 1,500 ft.; dif. in elevation 2,750 ft.
1.6 m.
Grafton Notch on Me. Highway 26, 12.7 m. from Newry Corners.

In the climb from Grafton Notch to its summit, an elevation of some 2,700 feet in a distance of 1
1/2 miles, Old Speck presents one of the steepest climbs along The Appalachian Trail in Maine.
It is, however, most rewarding. The rivalry between Old Speck and Sugarloaf for the distinction
of the second highest mountain in Maine is an undetermined question.
Grafton Notch below is the result of glacial action. Nearby are such interesting features as The
Jail, Moose Cave, Screw Auger and Mother Walker's Falls. An alternate route from the firetower
on Old Speck is the blue-blazed East Spur Trail, which leads from the firetower down the
prominent east spur coming into The Appalachian Trail at the fire warden's camp.
THE MAHOOSUC RANGE
Locality:

Oxford County, Grafton and Riley

Mahoosuc Arm
Mahoosuc Mtn.
Fulling Mill Mtn.
Goose Eye, North Peak
Goose Eye, East Peak
Goose Eye, West Peak

Height
3,400 ft.
3,300 ft.
3,450 ft.
3,650 ft.
3,854 ft.

Base Elevation
1,600 ft.
1,600 ft.
1,600 ft.
1,000 ft.
1,600 ft.

Difference in Elev.
1,700 ft.
1,700 ft.
1,850 ft.
2,650 ft.
2,254 ft.
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Mt. Carlo

3,520 ft.

1,240 ft.

2,280 ft.

Trail:

The Trail over the Mahoosuc Range from Grafton Notch to the
Maine-New Hampshire Line is 12.45 m.

Approach:

Grafton Notch on Me. Highway 26, 12.7 m. from Newry Corners.

Goose Eye is the dominating feature of the Mahoosuc Range west of Old Speck. From Grafton
Notch to the Maine-New Hampshire Line the 12 miles of Appalachian Trail traverse the peaks of
Mahoosuc Arm, Fulling Mill, the East, West and North Peaks of Goose Eye, and Mt. Carlo. The
trail is rough and travel extremely difficult. The rock-filled chasm of Mahoosuc Notch is
particularly spectacular.
Goose Eye lies 9.3 m. on The Appalachian Trail west of Grafton Notch. A blue-blazed side trail,
to make this peak more accessible, is being developed by the Maine Alpine Club from the road at
Ketchum.
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